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/ Deditate this Book 
It 
my Beloved Fellow-Labeurers at the Jewish 
Mission Field, whether attacked to any of the 
several Organizations or to none, in the inunse 
desire and prayer that it may conmbnte wish 
all of Ui to a higher standard of separation 
unto God, loving unity with one another, and 
devotion to the testimony of our Blessed Lard 



Foreword 



TN the pr«par»tioa of this Biography it boH bccu 
at once a lubour of love and aa inspiration to study 
th« voluiniaotu) data available to me, all of which 
revealed the purity and power in the Uvea of both our 
sainted parents, which eventually attracted to theu, 
horn a wide circle of friends, an aScctioo almost as 
deep aa that of their own children. 

My father's life ia an illustration of the tj-po that 
God's work among the Jews demaiula: it netde such 
men of hitb, honoor. ability, love, and zeal as he ; but 
his Hfe is also an illustration of tlie type that God's 
work among the Jews, under ita best conditions, pro- 
diicai. Tlic peculiar roqaireincnts of this work, its 
special harmony with God's mind and pnrpoee. its 
characteristic difficulties, become a school of grace and 
obedience to the Kvine Will. 
Certainly this ministry of witness and merey to Israel, 
>d oa their behalf, brings a very special reward of 
ilesnng. Ijke all uIm, it may deteriorate to mere 
Deebanieal or hireling sorvioe: but given sODctifiMl 
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motiveB, there is no work, we believe, so rich in ita 
retun of bleesiog to the worker himself as work among 
and for Israel. 

It is my earnest prayer that this record of my beloved 
father's life and labours may greatly farther a tme, 
prayerful, and practical interest in Israel, and create in 
many hearts a desire, for the Lord's sake, to minister 
to the needs of the Jews, spiriboal and material. And 
if my readers feel that the record is calcalated to 
achieve that object, they can themselves help to realize 
the end in view by assisting in its wide sale and 
distribntioa 

And may "the God of peace Who brooght again firom 
the dead oor Lord Jesos, that great Shepherd of the 
sheep, by the blood of the everlasting covenant, moke 
ns perfect in every good work to do His will, working 
in ns that which is well-pleasing in His sight, through 
Jeans Christ, to Whom be gloiy for ever." 

SAMUEL HINDS WILKINSON. 
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THE 
LIFE OF JOHN WILKINSON 



CHAPTER I 
Children of Wold and Fen 

DYKES and fens cbaracterifte a large portion of 
Lincolnshire — a sort of Holland in oar North Sea 
isle. But plain as well ok monntaiu has served 
the world and the Church with distinguished uicn. 
Th« Shire of Lincoln can claim among its souii Joha 
Foxe, the Martyrologiat ; William Cecil, Lord Burghlcy, 
Qneen Elieabeth's great Minister of State; Sir Isaac 
Newton, grcateat of natural philosophei-s; Sir John 
Franklin, Arctic explorer ; Alfred. Lord Tennyson, Poet- 
lAONftte of the Victorian Era ; not to speak of 
lliomaa Sntlon, founder of the Charterhouse ; Scott, 
the eoromentator ; and Dr. Busby, bcadmaHt«r of 
Westnunflt«r. 

Jobn Wealey, the great spostlo, philanthropist, and 
litterateur, was also a Lincolnshire man. It is intereet- 
ing that John Wealey and John Wilkinson kisaed one 
and the same person. That person was the jn'and- 
mother of John Wilkinson, who when a child was 
kined by John Wesley, and when a grandmother by 



s 



Life op John WaKiNsoH 



her grandson, John Wilkiusoo. John Wilkin»3n was 
never ashamed of heing a Lincolnshire man; nor had 
he reason to be. 

Where the low country around the ancient city of 
Lincoln joins the range of chalk dovms which extend 
from Barton-on-numl>L>r in the north-west to Spilaby 
and Homcastle in tJic Boittb-east, and which are known 
aa the Lincolnshire Wolds, a small and chai-roingly 
pietureeqiie village nestles sleepily within and upon tttu 
rising andulations. That village is Tealby ; and around 
it our present story clings. 

Tealby 18 a1x»ut three and a half miles horn Market 
Ba.s«n, A station on the Great Central Railway. Tho 
village cliurch Is Early English. A large country seat, 
built in 1838 in the form of a medineval castle, with 
moat mud drawbndgi\ stands in tlic immodiat4i vicinity; 
it is called Bayon's Manor, and with its uobl(? park and 
pond?) adds a stately beauty to the laudscnpo. It is 
tlic property of the D'Eyncourt family, wlio have also 
built tho present viltugo school, a fine Gothic building, 
an ornament to the village. 

John Wesley visited this village on at least Uiree 
occasions. The iintt occasion, as stated iu liis Jc/untal, 
was OD WodntMiday, Sdth February 1747. Mr. Wesley 
says: "W. Fciiwick bcggiid I would call on the little 
flock at Tealby. Mr. B. (he said), the minister of the 
place, had preached against them with the utmost 
bittemoss, hud repelled them from the Lord's Tabic, and 
zealously endeavoured to stir up the whole town against 
them. I called there about seven, and began to talk 
with two or three that were in the house where we 
alighted. Presently the house was full from end to 
end. I stood up and declared, ' By grace are ye saved 
through faith.' Even at UonJton I did not find such a 
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Ueenng aa here. Sorely this day was tho Scripture 
folfiOed, 'If ye be reproached for the sake of Chriat 
happy are ye : for the spirit of glory and of God rtsteth 
upon you,' " 

Hia seoood visit to the Tillage appears to have been 
after the I^iea of over tweoty-eeven years. On ISth 
July 1774 he writ«e: "I went on to Tealby (from 
Brigg), and preached near the church to a multitude 
of plain, Rerioua country people: very different from 
the vild, unbroken herd to whom I preached at 
HomcastJe in the evening." The third visit was 

ID 178a 

It is not sarprising, therefore, to find that John 
Wilkinson's immediato ancestors were Woslcjran 
liethodista Bis grandparents on his mother's side, as 
alao his parents, were distiuguiahod for integrity of 
character, industrious habite, and deep piety. Their 
Uvea were so simple and real an never to suggest a 
doubt of their sincerity, either in the family circle or 
amongst tho neighbours. Let us now peep into the 
lives of these simple-minded rustics who, while the 
great Napoleon was engaged in setting Europe ablaze, 
dwelt in the seclosion of their peaceful English village. 

To Tealby came, in the year 1802, from Cioxby— « 
village some nine miles to the north — a humble family. 
It consisted of llr. and Jlrs. Christopher Hinds and 
their four children — Josoph, then eight years of age; 
Hichal, a little girl of five; William, three; and Peter 
Orantbam, a babe in arms, named after his mother's 
brother, a sea captain. The family were accompanied 
by Mrs. Hinds' widowed father, then sixty-five years of 
age, Mr. Joscpti Grantham. Their slender means yet 
eoahled them to purcliase two liou.'^t and 8oiiic acres of 
huid, and to MtUe ia Tealby. Hie quiet life of this 



4 JjTK Of John Wilkinson 

harobte family in tbo village of Tealby was not 
altogether shut off from the world of war aod tumolb 
as it was in those day& 

One day in tlie year 1&14 a visitor arrived at the 
homo who had a romantic story to tell. This was Peter 
Oranlhsm, brother to Mrs. Hinds, aft«r whom her third 
son hod been iiani^d. He had come there to sec his old 
father, who was still alive and resident in his daughter 
Dinah'a house. As the captain of a trading vessel. 
Fetor Grantham liad been f^^ing to and from Jamuica 
for many years. Aft«r a quick voyage from the West 
Indies in 1809 he sailed to Oporto for a cargo of wine. 
On his return lie and his ship were captured in the 
Irisli Channel by a French privateer, and Peter Grantham 
waa imprisoned at Auxonno. Together with a fellow- 
prisoner. Captain Short of Grimsby, he managed to 
escape; but their guide sold them back again to the 
French autborities, who imprisoned them at Bcethe 
with desertera Whilst the prisoners were being 
marched up countr)', the English army having entered 
Prance, Peter and about thirty others escaped again. 
Each took a different route to avoid suspicion, and 
Peter, by walking at night through the long snowstorm 
of 1814, reached Auxonne, where he had been imprisoned 
at fii-at. Kot knowing the password into the city, he 
mingled with a crowd attending mass, and thus entered. 
At an inn he found the proprietress to be a person whom 
be knew. She befriended him with lodging, and nine 
shillings when he left. Be left the city with his head 
bandaged to feign sickness, in a cart in which the sick 
wore removed. That day he reached the English army, 
and draw money on his brother in Dublin. He reached 
Yarmouth on 17th February 1814, and as there was no 
railroad or direct means of travel, he walked by night 
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aod day D«arly all Uie yny to Tcalby, and flirivcci one 
day goooer than expected at the rustic villtigc home 

Joseph, the vldust boy, could not rest in the quiet 
village; the sea waa to bis blood ; and when fourteen 
yeara ol ago be waa taken on buard the ohip oF another 
sea-captain uncle, who traded witli his veaeel from 
Dublin. Alter this uncle had retired some time, and 
Joeeph hod served lus apprenticeship, he became captain 
of the Dtiblin of Dublin. He was but twenty'two 
years when, on the umal voyage to the West Indies, 
the ship was driven by adverse winds into the Bay of 
Biscay, and wrecked on the French coaat. The only 
way the crew thought to save their lives waa to take 
to ,the long boat Twelve of the men got into it. 
Joseph Hinds secured all his clotliea, and wan himself 
about to get in, when he remembered that a drunken 
member of the crew had been left in the cabin. He 
declared that he would go back and save him. The 
tBftD aaid that if he did they would cut the rope and 
put off to shore. Ue said he would diooi the man who 
cut the rope ; but when he was gooo Utey did so. 
Coming on deck again, he saw the boat bottom upwards 
and Ui0 men in the water. Two of tlic men could «wim ; 
bot one when he reached land found a keg of whisky, 
and drank so much that ho died on the sands. Joaeph 
Hinds, wiUi others, climbed up the rigging, and were 
rescued by some French tlMhcrmcn. Out of a crew of 
Berenteeil bouIs, eleven porishod. The providential 
salvation of his life made littlo impression upon Joseph 
Binds ; Lo traded sucwsafuUy to the time of his death 
in I860. 

The aocoud cliild of the family, the daughter Michal, 
remained at home with her parcntR at Tealby. She bos 
told OS of herself in her own words, thus: "Whilst a 
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child I was very powertully wrouglit oa by the Spirit 
of God couviDciiig mc of sin; but as no obo evor told 
mo ftbout bcticviug, I got wcury of seeking', and went 
00 sinmng und n-pcutiug till in April 181S (ut twenty- 
one ycfira of ago) I wunt to visit a relative at Louth at 
the timu of tbo great Revival by the labours of 
U. Nicholson and one called ' Praying Johnny.' Uy 
friondu had boon just brought to Qod, and thoir sincere 
and simple prayers reached my heart I yielded to the 
Spirit's influeoce, and at a band meeting in Louth 
Wesleyaa Chapel vestry, whilst the minister and other 
friends were praying tor me, I obtained peace." 

Shortly afterwards Miss Uiclml Uinda made the 
acquaintance of Daniel Wilkinson oE Covonbam, a 
village near Louth. Daniel Wilkinson was a God- 
fearing young peasant farmer, with pious parent& The 
young pair were married on the 18th of Slay 1820. 

William, tho third cliild of the Hinds family, also 
became a sea captain. Ue traded in all parts of the 
world, never married, and died in 1857. The fourth 
child, broaght aa a baby from Croxby to Tcan>y, re- 
mained at home, and died in 1850. Five more childrt-n 
were bom to the Hinds family after their settlement 
in Te&lby : George, an in%-alid who died iu early life ; 
Mary, who married and lived in London, and diisd there, 
leaving two childreu ; Christopher, who lived and died 
at Market Rasen, leasnog a widow and three children ; 
Ann, who passed away in Hull, when already a widow, 
in 1849 ; and Thomaa, who became, like his brothers, a 
Aea captain early in life residing till bis death at 
Birkenheafl. 

The father, Mr. Hinds, passed away in I83S, after a 
long and severe illness, which he bore with great re- 
signation ; often repeating, " Uh, what a mighty change 
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ehall Jesus' followers know." His widow survived hina 
«s ytmn. She was a very consistent Christian, and 
appreciative of the means of (^ace- When living at 
Chapel Farm, two milea from Tealby, ^e attended the 
meeting at four o'clock on the Sunday morning, 
although always very weary on the Saturday evening, 
She abo passed tlirongh many trials, wliich she bore 
potienUy till her call came on the 23rd of March 1H42. 

We now go back to the eldest daughter of the family, 
Uichal. In 1820, as we have seen, she became )Irs. 
Daniel Wilkinson. 

LoDg years after, Mrs. Daniel Wilkinson (n^ Michal 
Binds) wrote as follows, reviewing her married life: 
" We had our joys and sorrows, hopes and fears, sun- 
shine and shade, and many delivcranoea the Ixird 
wrought out for ua When we wcro first married wo 
lived at a farm two Tuilt>s from a pUcv of worship, and 
our class meetings were at nine o'clock on Sunday 
morning, Wc always attvndod, cxMpt in sickness op 
very had weather. After four years we c&mo to live at 
T«alby. and fixed in business in the ycftr 1824, remain- 
ing till 1847, when wc removed to Covenham to a aniall 
farm. Hero Daniel became afElicted, uud was for several 
years unable to work ; but the Lord was very good to 
us, having blessed lU with dutiful and kind children, 
an<l in all his long affliction be never wanted for any- 
thing. He died iu pcAce on 2nd February 1867, and 
Iiis body lies in Covenham churchyard." 

There were eleven children of this union. The two 
eldeBi were daughters; the tliirtl, a son, was named 
John. John Wilkinson wrote in later life: "On the 
testimony of my mother, whicli I have neither reason 
nor wish to controvert or doubt, I was bora in the 
pretty little villago of Tealby in Uncolnsbiro on the 
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sixth day of December 1824." The father desired to 
call the child Moaes, bat by the mother's wish he was 
named " John." Though the name Moaes would have 
been more Jewish, yet the name of John appropriately 
snggested the mission of his life, to proclaim to the Jews, 
" Behold the Lamb of God, that taketh away the sin of 
the world." 



CHAPTER II 



Boyhood and Youth 

rtbe year 1838, when tlio Tcalby M, John Wilkin!Mra, 
WM foart«cn years of ago, a wave of Revival blc^ing 
pMsed over the village. Old Christians were j^reatly 
qniekcned, and many notorious sinncn were truly con- 
verted. Cottage prayor-mcotings became common, and 
aea and women, even the unwlitcatod, prayed with 
lazing power and in well-chosen language. John 
nikinson became, among othera, concerned about bis 
soul's Aalvation. He longed to be a Chrintian. Ilia 
father and mother — cepecially the mother — held him up 
before Ood in prayer. One Sunday evening that winter 
' sat at home with his mother, when one brought news 
that his uster was ooder deep coD%'icUon of sin, and 
seeking pardon. About ten o'clock the after-meeting 
was adjoamed to tlieir house, and continued till near 
Qiidnigtit. That night John Wilkinson surrendered to 
the Lord Jeeus, to be Hie servant for ever. No one 
aeeraed able to give liim a clear and connected sUitement 
of the plan of salvation : but the surrender was made. 

Some nighU after, the lad wan hcitrd to be crying in 

, Jus bedroom; and whou his mother, whose sleep had 

t^een disturbed, came to inquire the cause, he said, 

'Mother, I am afraid there is not merit enougli in the 

blood of Jesus to atone for my sin." The mother assured 

him tbat there was infinite merit in the blood that 
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flowed on Caivary'a Croes, enough to outveigh the sins 
of all. including the worst. The l&d became comforted 
and hopeful. He began to take delight in godly society 
and Hpiritual conversation, and to frequent the cottage 
prayer-meeting. Still it was not till somewhat late in 
the following year that be passed out of the realm of 
feeling into the full assurance of faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

The same year, 1839, the lad was apprenticed by bia 
father for seven years to a draper in Market Raaon. 
Here, amid godless surroundings, habits of prayer and 
fidelity to God were formed. The master, however, took 
to drink, and became a bankrupt in 1840, thos cancelling 
the indentiures. John Wilkinson then entered the ser- 
vice of Mrs. Bond, draper in the same town, and remained 
there nine years — four and a half as apprentice, and 
four and a half as assUtoiit—froui DHO to 1S49. Mrs. 
Bond was a tnily godly woman, and bad family pntyvra 
eveiy morning. She came to ask her apprentice, John 
Wilkinson, to take part in prayer troni time to time. 
As he did so, he was driven to suck grace to live during 
the day in harmony witli the prayer of the morning 
before his shopfellows and others, \ever did he 
knowingly tell a lie to sell anything; and as he became 
better known bis word was trusted, confidonoe was 
strengthened, and cbaractei' formed. 

Thus in this quiet little country town, with business 
hours fully occupied and spiritual advantages fully 
ei^oyed, the days and yeai-s passed happily along. 
Sometimes after ten o'clock on Saturday niglite, when 
business was over, llic young approntice would walk 
alone to Tcalby. across the fields and throii;;h a lune^ly 
wood, singing as he walked, to spend the Sunday with 
his parents to the dear old village. At other times be 
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Kontd rise at four o'clock on a fmnnner's tnorniog, and 
walk over to i^end the Stmday, reaching tlie village Jo 
time to attend the seven o'clock prayer-meeting. 

Daring this period an incident occurred which should 
be recorded, aa it was one of John Wilkinaon's first 
lessons on the doty and privilege of consulting Qod aboot 
Gvorj'thing, and of expecting definite answera to prayer. 
This incideat we will let Mr. Wilkinaon t«ll himaelf : 

* It was market day at Uarkct Bascn, and the shop 
was fall of customers the whole of tho day. Whilo 
laying oot the silks in that department in tho morning, 
I observed a length of black eUk about sufficient for ft 
drcas. About five o'clock in the afternoon I found tt 
bad gone ; immediately I made incjairy all round whether 
anyone had sold it No one hod sold it. One assiatantt 
who helped in serving on market days, said, " Why, I 
have jnat served a lady in that rooni, and she looked at 
the silks, and the missing piece was there when she 
altered; she looked rather confused when she came 
downataim, and stood sideways to the counter, holding 
her hand to her aide, and in haste to leave the shop." 
Suspicion at once fell on her; but she was gone, and 
M nobody know her bey(uid her name, which she had left 
I. to be written on her parcel of purchases, and which was 
H to be sent to her hotel. She tamed out to bo a farmer'a 
m wife from some distance, whom her husband was driving 
through the town to attend the funeral of a deceased 
relative. Her purchases had reference to the funeral. 
Her parool was taken by mistake to the wrong hotel. 
The hidy returned to inquire after her pai-cel, as she 
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wished to get away. I ran, unknown to anyone, to the 
right )iot«l, to iind their carriuge and to cxamiDC it; but 
I found notbiug in the cairiago. la the meantime the 
lltdy was told o£ the niissiiig silk, and askod if ulie had 
taken it by mistake. She won inflamed witli anger, and 
threatened li^al proceedings. She left the shop in order 
to inform her husband. They might now have got clear 
off, hod they wiahed. I ran into (me of the outbuildings 
and knelt in a retired place to ask Ood to clear the 
matter and bring all to the light. I returned into the 
shop to eee how matt«ra stood. Tiie lady had just 
returned, accompanied by the wife of the hotel-keeper. 
I saw at once thv meaning of this. TIic lady suspected 
evidently wanted a witness. Both ladica wore shown 
into a private room. 1 ran for a constable — there were 
no poUce in those days. The constable, a tailor, was 
soon on the spot. In the private room were ladies only. 
The hotel-keeper's wife said, "If they suspect«d me, I 
would compel them to scarcli me," The lady suspected 
said at once, "They may search me." Mrs. Bond and 
other ladies with her said, " Very well, we will" Dron 
and stays wore unfastened — the lady cried, " I am faint- 
ing, give me brandy." It was not a faint, but a feint. 
The silk dropped from under her stays on to the floor. 
The husband ofltTcd £100. No, the conntable was 
ready : the name and address were taken ; the sentence 
at the trial woa twelve months' imprisonracnt.' 

It was during this time that Wesleysn ministers and 
others bog&n to press upon the young Christian man of 
buwnefls ihe deairabiUty of his doiu^ public work for 
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God. The yoODg man was very BnwiUing at first; but 
afterwards permitted his n&mo to bu pot od the MctliwliKt 
Plan as an exhortcr. witli the view to becoming a local 
preacher. \Vhen duly constituted local prcnchor, it 
became his duty to take the ttolc charge of the service 
wherever he was appointed. He had too high a sense 
oE duty to neglect one appoiutinent On one occasion 
a sovere fall on the Saturday evening left him so weak 
and disabled that he felt compelled to seek a substitute 
for the evening appointment of the following day. In 
this he failed, and therefore sot off early to limp the six 
milee from Market Rosen to the village of Torrington. 
Preaching from the text, "Behold the Litmb of God, 
which taketh away tlio sin of the world," some four 
or six souls yielded to Christ in an after-meeting; and 
the preacher, gladdened and encouraged, trudged his 
six railcfl home again, Qod using the warm day and 
the exereiAe to restore health and fitness for business 
duty. 

ITie yooQg preaclier never aimed at preaching elo- 
qoent or sensational sermons; he oojaired early that 
charMteristic which so marked his public nttoranecs 
all through his life, of first mastering his subject till 
he was himself moved by its import, and then speaking 
neither at, nor be/ore, his congregation, but to tlicm, in 
conversational bat dear and convincing language; John 
Wilkimton's disoouraes were always meaaagea; and as 
ha steeped himself in the Divine Oracles, they were 
measagea from God : who can wonder, therefore, that 
a spell and power lay within thera that rivete<I the 
attention, and left deep impressions upcm the minds and 
memories of his hearers — impressions which often bore 
fruit after a long lapse of time i 
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The Call— College Days 

WISHING) for « wider sphere and en1ar;ged experienoe, 
Julin Wilkiiuon moved in 1849 (at the age of 
twenty - 6vi:) to Griiusby, to a larger business 
establiahmont. Biuiness hour« were now, as before, fully 
occupic-d. und the wi<«k-cndii wore largely tftken up in 
preaching over tho oxtcniiivfi Grimsby circuit lite buu- 
ncB3 noccflsitAtod ft weekly visit to the town of Louth, niid 
permitted of tho renewal of an acquaintance with John 
Stephenson, who had formerly rceided in Market Basen. 
Thia friend woa at that time n local preacher among the 
IdetbodisbB, but »ub»et|uently became a clerg^-mau of tlie 
Church of England. 

In one conversation John Stephenson uubuideoed 
himttclf to hi» frivnd John Wilkiiuion thus: "My mind 
is much exercised about the Cbristjan ministry aud the 
misBJou field, especially since I was rciiucsted to offlir 
mj'self to tlie Methodist ministry and wos refused. I 
have recently heard a deputation speuk ou behalf of tlie 
Jew8, and hat! an interview with him on Whalf of my 
brother." Then he asked John Wilkinson directly, " Is 
your mind quite at rest on the matter 1 Have you no 
misgiving about remaining in business 7 The deputation 
informed me that this Society wanted two or three gofJly 
young men who woulil devote themselves to the work of 
God among the Jews, and to whom they would give a 
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ootIp<;e traiaing. What do jroa think of the Jewish 
fifid ? Would yon go to the Jcw-8 if I would ? " 

John Wilkinson replied," You might be colled of God, 
and not I ; or I might bo called, and not you ; or. indeed, 
nvillier of us: but if Ood should call, and make thai 
coll clear, I would go to the Jews or anywhere else, with 
or withont you. Though I have no rtpeetul fitn<.-!» fw 
the Jewish field, awl the Jews ore a clever people, 
and. humanly speaking, I see almost insonnountable 
difficulties in such a mLssiou; nevertheless, the very 
difficulties arc a ehann rather than a discouregcment, 
for God iuut given me n temperotneot' that wvleomos 
difTicultics; and in Qod'a work. Ood's strength and 
wisdom are pledged to His servants, to that the strength 
guarantees victory, and the wisdom guarantees the beHt 
metJiod of meeting and overcoming the difficulties. 
Bceidis. the moctiog ami overcoming difficulties, in the 
power of Christ, gives strength and firmneaa to ChriatiaQ 
diaracter; and offers Cower temptations than a life of 
eoso and personal comforts" 

Thus ended the convontation during the early weeks 
of 1851, The friends parted, nevonnorc to meet on earth. 
The vurita to Louth ceoBcd. The converaation might 
bare passed from the memory like a thuufiao'l others. 
But it did not. The imprewiioD it had left deepened 
day by day, and drove Jolm Wilkinson to prayer. 
Often had ho told tho Lord since his conversion that 
be would bo anything, do anything, go anywhere, were 
bo only snro of ita being His will As he prayed on, 
the impression deepened that God would have him 
become a missionary to the Jews. Under this dwpentag 
imprnssioo he wrote to the friend at Louth, simply to 
ask him for the address of the Society in Loii<litn wtiich 
bad been mentioned in the mcmonible conversation. 
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Thia obtained, he wrot« direct to the necretary of Iho 
Society — Ur. George Yooge — telling him his fecliiigs, 
aaking if young men were needed, And on what con- 
diUona. A kind reply woa i^ceived, and John Wilkinwo 
made his dofiuit« application to the Committee of the 
Bntisb Society for the Propagation of the Gonpfl aiimng 
the Jews, to be accepted as a student in the Mission 
CoUegei 

The application wa« favourably conMdered. Though 
many applications had been received by the committeo, 
that of John Wilkinson was con^dered as of special 
inborost The usual printed form of questions bearing 
on pononal and theological inatt«rs was Mot to the 
candidato. The roplic^ to these, with testimonials from 
two Wvsleyan ministers — Benjamin Frith and Thomas 
Eckerslcy — wore satififactory. He was accepted. 

In Juno 1651, Mr. Wilkinson, accompanied by hia 
brother, arrived in the metropolis for the first time in 
his life. The morning following his arrival he hud to 
appear before the Collogu tutors. This expitricnce is 
best told in his own words: 



'On the forenoon of the day after our arrival I 
appeared at the College in Stamford Street, Blackfriars, 
and was reccivwl by IVofcHsor Dax-idson, the resident 
tutor, who was a Christian Jew ; the Rev. Mr. Miller, 
tutor in Theology, was also pi-eaent, Mr. Miller asked 
me the first and following question : 

•"Well, Mr. Wilkinson, do you expect to be a gentle- 
man by becoming a missionary to the Jews ? ' 

' I understood by his tone the sense in which he uftcd 
the term "gentleman"; so I replied, "Certainly not, if 
that means on easy and leisurely life: for I expect a 
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o{ hftrd work. I has-« come here at the co«it of 
many pnyere and tvaia." 

* Mr. Miller said, " I like you none the worse tor that," 
and ran off to ^ve his lectore to the stadenta. Then 
ProfesBor Davidsoa drew his cliair a Httle nearer, and in 
a tDOet kind and fatherly manner began to encourage 
me in the blessed work to which I was devoting my 
life; and told me some of the datie« and privileges o( 
the College coatsc' 

Mr. Wilkinson's fellow-studenia were J. B, Ginsburg, 
C. D. Ginsburg, Julias Ke^tler, Lsivae .Salkinson, Mol]i.\ 
Bramby. aiid Thompson. Five of tliem were Chrisliau 
Jews, and the two last were Christian Gontil«s, Tlie Jews 
all went into mission work amongst tht-ir brctlircn ; bat 
the two Gentiles leftthe College in about a year — one to 
his farm, and the other to his inorchandisc. Subsequently 
Mr. Maxwell Ben Olicl entered the College. J. B. Gina- 
burg became a missionary of the London Jews' Society 
after working awhile with the BritiBh Society. Chria- 
tion D. Ginsburg cnU-rcd on mission work in Liverpool, 
and afterward gave himself to Uti'rature, and, as Dr. 
Qin^org, has loug Ix-en known as the author of many 
loamed works. Mr. Kcsaler worked among Jews for 
awhile, and then amongst Gentiles in Mad^^aocar ; but 
returned to London and passed to an early grave. 
Isaac Siilkinson entered on mission work under the 
British Society, left the Society and joined tho Prosby- 
terian MLmon, then returned to the British Society, Ksd 
remained with it to the end of his life. He translated 
into idiomatic Hebrew Tlte Phiioeophy of the Plan of 
Salvation, Paradim Lost, and the New Testament, 
Maxwell Ben Oliel afterwards entered the Wesleyan 
College at Richmond, and suhevijuontly a National 
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Church CollpjE^, ftod bMamo a pronounced Ritoalistie 
ClergymaD and head of the " KUburn Misiion to tho 
Jevn." He pamod away in 1907. Mr. Wilkinson was 
tlie only Gentile who passed through the Collc^ 
ooorse. 

The oourao of study embraced Hebrew, Chald«e, 
Syriac, Grc«lc, Lutia, Logic and Theology, By Colle^ 
law the lightft in the students' room-i were to be 
extingui»hcd at halt-paat ten at night. While observing 
this rule, John Wilkinson len^hcned the day by rising 
in the morning at five o'clock in the winter and at four in 
the summer. Tho Resident Tutor apologised to him that 
he had no other room to give him but the one with a sky- 
light Mr. Wilkinson replied, " Please don't trouble about 
that, for it affords me a precious lesstm — that all my light 
— natural, educatiooftl, and spiritual— is to come direct 
{rom above." To ** endure hardness," the student pur- 
posely avoided warming fingers or toe« at the fire during 
the first winter at College; and finding that ho could 
study two hoars a day longer on vegetable and farinaceoos 
food, he gave up almost entirely tho use of animal food 
for three year& Three times, howevw, in two years did 
he suffer from fever, and was once threatened with brain 
fever. By God's mercy he recovered, and again threw 
heart and mind into his work. He carefully wrote out 
the pcmuUgms of Hebrew, Chaldee, and Syriac verbs ; 
declensions of nouns; also Latin and Greek conjuga- 
tions and inflections, and nailed them in order on the 
walls of his study. The reading of these on Saturday 
mornings usually occupied about six hours. 

The Jewish missionary student soon discovered the 
tendency for spiritual life to become feeble when the 
miod is absorbed in study, even the study of Die original 
languages of the Scriptures, To prevent this, and to 
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^m FosUf spiriUia! life and gTowth, lie wan led to adopt the 

^M pUo of reading every nioruing on his koeea some six or 

^1 seven chapters of God's Word, praying the Holy Spirit 

^^ to teach him the incftiiing thereof for foo<t for pmctical 

life. In this w»y he read through the Bible iu about six 

or seven months. His Sundays were partly iipent in 

open-air prcuching, and in visiting the poor and 

I wretched in their homes, reading and praying with them 
where permitted. 
Thus College daj-s passed happily for two years, 
1851-1853. The third-year mcu now left the College 
for the mission field, kuiving only three students, Mr, 
Kessler, Mr. Maxwell Ben OlicI, and Mr. John 
Wilkinacni. 

Tlie College wa.s now given up for lack of funds, and 
the remaining students sent down to Brentford and 
placed under the charge of the Rev. W. C. Yongc, a 
Congregational mini.ster: Profesaor Da^dson came 
down twice a week to give lessons, and Mr. Yonge 
instructed in Theology. Jobn Wilkinson had passed his 
third year's exomiDations at the end of the second year 
of College, so ha<I another year of agreeable study to 
took forward to, without the foreboding of examina- 
tions. Here in Brentford he established a weekly 
OOtUge prayer-meeting, vixited the .slams on Sundays 
for tract distribution and conversation, ehivfiy among 
Ingoted Romanifttf*, and formed a class of ChristiaB 
yOQDg men to tcacli them Hebrew. Uis afternoon 
walks for recreation were usually along the banks of 
Uio TbeuBes to Richmond; or in the Kew Gai-dena, 
where in 1853 he witnessed the planting of the two 
rows of trees that now form the noble avenue to the 
Pagoda. Kew Gardens remained his favourite resort 
CD a free day to the end of his life, and many is tlie 
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walk which his children enjoyed with him in later years 
amid it« ^Ivan scenery, while listening to Uie remini- 
scences of his old College daya. It was here aa & 
student he learned to love his Hebrew Psalter, which he 
read audibly as hv walked, to familiarise his ear with 
the sound, as well as the eye with the form, of the 
words. The precious little volume, which was literally 
his life-long companion, now liea before the writer of 
thcae pages. It bears upon its flyleaf the note, 
" Presented by my fellow -Mtudent, Thompson, in 1853." 

In the twenty years ending 29th December 1006, he 
tells us in another note on the inside of the cover, ho 
had read it through a hundred times in the Uebrow and 
fourteen times in English, " IIow many times in the 
first tJiirty-three yeans I don't know." 

The lad from the Lincolnaliire village is now at the 
end of the period preparatory to his life work: and 
about to enter on the sphere which he accepteil as tlie 
will of God for him. Wheilier in buaine»<, in Collc^, 
or in his witneea for the Lord Jesus, we have seen that 
he poBsesaes aincerity and intensity of conviction; a 
secret aourco of power gained in communion with 
Ood in prayer ; considerable ability ; and groat earnest- 
ness and debeniii nation. Tlicae ijualities presage true 
succea.^ and blesaing in any calling ; and our story 
will show that they were experienced in the life of 
JoliQ Wilkinson, the Jewish miasionacy. 
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CUvVPTER IV 
Practical Mission Work Begun 

IN 1854, John Wilkinsoa left Breotfonl and Kow, 
and, l&boaring under the British Society for the 
Prop«gstion of the Ooepel among the Jews, tuok 
up mtsion work among the Jews in London. Ho 
lodged in Bamsbvu-y, and walked to the city every duy 
to seek the shops and dwelliogs of Jews. At this 
period th«« were no mission rooms in which Jews ooold 
be called together for meetings. Tlio work consisted, 
tlieiefore, almost exclusively of visiting the Jews in 
their hotues And shops, aud in speaking to them in the 
streets. Then, Jews were companitivoly few; there 
was not an immonso East-Eud Uholto, nor were Jews 
aocuMomed to ho approached by a CbrisUan misuonary, 
ood they wore therefore largely free from that pre- 
judice which prwent-day aggresivo mission work 
among them has pnxluced by its very snoceas. If in 
1864 gtneral prejudice among the Jews was loss, aud 
the work of the Christian missionary in i-isitation was 
therefore somewhat leas trying, to-day, on the other 
band, there is a large body of Jews in whom prejudice 
baa broken down altogether, and who frequent Gospel 
meetings: there are also a variety of mcuua which 
effectively bring Jews in numbers under Christian 
troth. 
But amid the changed oonditioas may the ^iiit of 
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the pioneer never die out. Ttio following journal racords 
are at once an example and an iufipiraUon: 

' 1854, May 1. Mchsi^ J. & L. Lavy, clothiers, Strand. 
I nutt hero with rather a rough reception. The master 
told mo that his object was business and money, and 
beyond that he cared for little. I found at once that 
all the arguments X might adduce in proof of the 
Bleesiahahip of Jesus would be of no avoiL I spoke 
to him on the subject of human depravity and the 
neoesadty of a change of heart— called a "new heart" 
by Ezekiet and a "clean heart" by David. He denied 
tho nocoasity or even the possibility of such a thing; 
however bo accepted a couple of tracts, and allowed me 
the privilege to call upon him again. 

' Mr. Isaac, Strand. Here I met with the words, " I 
do nothing but for money, and unless you g^ve me the 
same amount for taking your tract as you receive for 
giving it, I won't have it, neither will I hear a word you 
have to nay." I was at a loes for a moment whore to 
b<^^ — how to treat my new acqiiaintance. I arredted 
tho attention of tho wife and partly tlrnt of the husband, 
when I said, " Man 1 you will soon bo in eternity : you 
have a soul to save ! Your selling clothes and getting 
money won't last always. I shall call snd see you 
■gain." 

' Mr. Benjamin. This is an English Jew, a clothier in 
"Wildomcss Row, Joliu Street, who at first seemed dis- 
inclined to hear or to speak anything on religious sub- 
jects. However, after I had assured him that I, and 
thousands of other ChriaUaos, fdt deeply iadebted to 
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the Jews {or Uio Bible, the Saviour, nad for sonic of Ui« 
most extroordiiury and suocessful preachers of th« 
Gospel the world ever saw, he listened attentively to 
the claims of Jesos, and to an argent appeal to examine 
carefully a matter on which his eternal interesta 
depend. He gave me permisaioa to call whenever I 
pleased. About ten minutes after, having occasion to 
pass his shc^, I observed him diligently reading one of 
the tracts 1 had given him. 

'John Street, near Smithfield. A gloss and china 
wan^iue. Here I found a young Jewess, olfored her 
a tract, which she gratefully accepted. After u little 
convcnation had pafiHcd between us, her brother made 
his appearance. They both entered freely into con- 
versation with me on the subject of religion in general, 
and of Christianity in particular. I found the young 
mas on the threshold of infidelity. He said that he 
was honoit enough to confess that he did not believe in 
religion at oil However, his attention appeared to be 
arrested when I told him that his Bulling glass and 
getting money would not last always, that the Great 
Day of AecounUi would soon be hero. In the course of 
conversation tlu-y appeared to confound vital Chris- 
tianity with that "mass of corruption and dead men's 
bones" — popery. This error I soon rectified, and also 
removed several ohjoctiooa which they raised against 
Christ's Divinity. They showed me a very interesting 
picture intended to represent Abraham otlering Isaac 
in one part of it, and in another part was a representa- 
tioD of Solomon with the sword in hia hand about to 
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divide the iofaat in the presence ot the two women. 
They assured me they would rccid the tracts, and should 
he glad to Bee ine whenever I felt disposed to call. The 
young man promised to come and see me on Friday 
evening and bring his brother with him. 

'ISM.JtUyA. To-day I had separate conversationa 
with three Jews in the street, two of which were very 
abort ; but the third was protracted enough to give me 
time to show that the veiy featurea in Jesua to which 
the Jews object, mu^t be the features by which the 
MMUkb will be known, if t]ie predictions of tho 
Scriptures concerning Him are true. Their indiSeronca 
to religion in general only gave place to earnestness in 
expreesion of hatred to Christianity. 

' 1854, Majf 8. Mr. L., watchmaker, Wilmington 
Square. 1 was shown at once into the oountinj^-houae, 
but DO soonei' had I announced myself a Christian, and 
pressed home salvation only in Christ, tlion I was 
quickly sliown the door, and threatened with \'iolent 
ejectment if I did not leave at once. I was a little 
dtscourugttd, though inwardly rejoicing to be counted 
worthy to suffer shumc for Uia nnme. He accepted a 
tract, which I prayed God would use to soften hist 
prejudice and to save his souL 

' Mr. C. tailor. Old Saffron Hill. Holbom. " You will 
not alter my opinion," said Mr. C., "by anytliing yon 
may say; you may as well try to convert those stones 
outside as try to convert any Jew." Mr. C walked out 
of his shop and paced the pavement, whilst his wife, 
who was in the room beyond the shop, mode use of 
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ntber violent language. They liHt«iied to Messianic 
paanges for half an hour, and cooled down. The 
husbont] retomed into tiie shop, and both bosband and 
wife isked me into Urn room at the back, offered me 
a seat, and then a cup of tea. Over that cup of 
tea they wisliod me to explain how it was that I could 
bc*r 60 mtKh abuse without loss of temper. They said, 
"At first wo thought you were a Jew when you quoted 
Hebrew ; but we soon found you were not, or ymi 
would have been very angrj* with us." I replied, 
" There was a time when I could have been as angry 
with you as any Jew, but God has wrought a change in 
me by His grace." They then list«ne(l most attentively 
to an account of my own conversion ; but when I told 
them that I should, before going to bed, pray for them 
by name, I saw teats in the eyes of both wife and 
daughter. They said they would bo gUd to see me 
•gain.' 

Anyone who has bad experience of similar work 

amoogst Jews or Gentiles, but specially among Jews, 

will realiae bow trying the daily experience most often 

baT6 been to fleah and blood; how the long conversa* 

tiODS, together with interruptions and rebutfs, would 

rear nerve and bnun more than crowded meetings. 

iBealising this, we endeavour to-day to put a greater 

variety of work into the missionary's life. But that 

was not possible in the middle of the last century ; and 

the young missionary, in a sense, quite lonely in the 

it city, regularly pursued his laboura for six or eight 

FbooTB a day until the end of August 1864, during 

I-irhich Uine he had secured friendly access to some sixty 
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Jewish faioUiefi. without any formal introduction aud 
while simply proclaiming Cbriat^ The Society with 
which be laboured now being in debt, the Committee 
requested him to visit both Jews and Christians in the 
proviocee — to preach Christ to tbe Jewn, and to Boek 
to awaken interest among the Christians. Bristol was 
the first place, and baa interest, therefore, as commencing 
those long yeani of provincial journeys which made 
Mr. Wilkinson and his Jewish cause ao familiar to 
multitudes of Christians tbrougliout the kingdom. 

Upcu his journey of 21st August 1864, we find this 
pathetic paragraph : " Left Paddingtou Station about 
7 o'clock tljis nioming, and arrived in Bristol about 
T o'clock p.iiL.' Secured apartments, took out and un- 
packed my luggage and retired to bed. Had no rest 
during tJie whole night ; packed up and removed to mora 
comfortable apartments the next morning." The fimt 
day of work was occupied in looking up miniRters and 
friends tlirongh whom there might be a possibility of 
awakening interest in the good cause. His journa3 
records reveal that the reception by these friends to 
the subject was little better than indifferent Mr. 
Wilkinson's intense convictions ami grasp of his theme. 
Iiowovor, always compollod n certain amount of interest 
even from the most indifferent. Most had given little 
attention to the Jewish subject. Some were opposed to 
any effort to disturb the Jews in their faith. Some were 
too conccrnod with their own local affairs to give time or 
money to an outside catei'prist\ Pcrliaps the most encour- 
aging paragraph in the first few pages is the following : 

'Had a conversation with a young Gorman Jew 
to-day in the street. According to bis account, his 
father had embraced the Christian ri^Hgion in Berlin 
' Kot« Uie length of Joiira«j as conipared viih to-dny. 
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and was now a member of a church. The young m&n, 
Scheunfeld. took out of hia pocket a copy oE the Epistle 
to the Hebrews, and ruad, " God who at eoodry times 
and in divers manuen sp&ko in time past unto the 
fathers by the prophets, batli in the^o last days xpokcn 
unto ua by His Son." I then took oat my Hebrew 
Bible and sliowed him that the Son referred to in the 
..second psalnt waa the same aa the Son referred to in the 
Epistle to the Hebrews ; and both referred to the Lord 
JesuR Chiist. The young man appeared to bo uincerely 
seeking reftt of BoaL ... I gave him, boo, a note to our 
resident secretary, in which I requested Mr. Yongo to 
refer him to one of our missionaries that he might not 
bo lost sight of. Ho promised to attend Bridge Street 
Chapel oo Sunday morning. I gave him a New Testa- 
ment and a few tracts, and commended him to Qod. 

' 1S54, August 31. To-day I classilied the residences 
of Jews according to the ntreets ; euclofwd about 100 
tneta — Hebrew and English — in fifty envelopes, and 
addreaeed them 'iVn'tT' p (son of Israel^ Bills were also 
printed announcing to the Jews that on Saturday after- 
noooa from II a.m. to 6 p.m. they were kindly invited 
to my lodgings for conversation on Mee^nic portions 
of the Hebrew Scriptures. In the afternoon and even- 
ing of the same day I \-isited about fourteen hoa.seEi and 
shops of the well-to-do Jews, distributing tracts and 
circulars. In one case I met witli a very angry recep- 
tion and speedily left. In another caae the wife, Mrs. E., 
received me most kindly, her husband, only twenty-nioo 
fears of ago, was in a rapid ooosumption, and away at 



4 



88 



LlFB OP JoHK Wilkinson 



UUBMOde. She willio^y listened to tJie Ooepel, auid 
admittud that, if Josus were not the Mewuah, He was one 
of the greatest woodcra of the world ; tor in the name 
of a crucified Jew all the kings and quixna of the 
civilised world were taking shelter, oven thoogh eighteen 
hundred years had passed since that crucifixion took place. 
• 1854, Fridat/, September ls(. Visited to-day six 
or seven shops of the higher class Jews. Tracts and 
circulars were kindly received in every case. I had an 
hour's conversation with Mr. R, silversmith in a large 
my. He looked at the circular, read it, and then 
pleasantly asked, " Are you Mr. Wilkineon}" I replied, 
"I am, sir." "Well," said Mr. R., "I don't mind con- 
versing on the subject of Christiaoity with one who 
was born a Christian ; but I do object to converse with 
a converted Jew." I quoted Messianic passages, and 
showed their fulfilment in Jesua of Kozareth. Ur. B. 
very pleasantly replied, "You see, somehow or other, 
the Jews don't see exactly as you see in these matters; 
and if I were in your place I should get out of paiieaoe 
with their stupidity. But," continued he, "you must 
not he surprised that the Jews do not receive Christ, 
LUnoe it required a miracle to convert Saul of Tarsus 
I eighteen hundred years ago. However," said he, " if 
you will m&ke bad Jews into good Christians, I wish 
you every success ; but don't make good Jews into bad 
Christians." Ue was remarkably pleasant, and permitted 
me to call anotlicr day. Ho is reported to have married 
a Gentile Wly of Clifton, who added to his means 
£1000 a year, and is the treasurer of a Jewish fund 
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for relieving poor Jews, who otherwise might be tocluc«d 
to embrace Christiamtjr.' 

In Cliftou Mr. Wilkinson found A very warm Eriead 
ia Ka, Luke, tbo authoress of The FemaU Jauit aud 
Tht Spy in the Famili/. It was at hci- Itouse that he 
first learnt to address meetings in drawing-rooms, with 
the rosult that hundreds of happy drawing-room 
mc«tings have I>e«D held since then with evident tokens 
of the Divine blessing. 

From Bristol Mr. Wilkiiuon crossed the Severn to 
CardifT, The cholera hod broken out> and numbers 
were dying daily. He found most of the various 
DUnieters of tlic town engaged in conducting fuuornls. 
After visiting the Jews, and giving ouo public address 
to a coniudcntblc number of ChriHtians, he preached 
and hold meetings at Devizes, Weston-super-Mare, and 
Keynsham. In Bath he spent about s fortnight 
visiting Jews at their houscfi and shops, as well as 
ministers and influcotial Christians. On Saturday, 
dth October, ho attended the synagogue service, being 
the first day of the Feast of Tabernacles. 

' The Rubbi read the service in such an irreverent and 
even blundering manner that, to save the Robbi's 
character, a respectable Jew went to the desk and 
wished to read for him, but the Babbi would not permit 
thia I was afterwards told that this was done because 
of my presence. After the service I again went to the 
house of the two aged gentlemen, and was cordially 
welcomed. Now I found five gentlemen — the two 
brothers I hod met bcforv; Mr. H., (lie son-in-law of 
Uie elder one; and two others from London on some 
important business. Here I had the opportunity of 
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expoidag the mere formality and irreverence oE their 
synagogue worship, and also of tthowing from the 
Uebrevr Scriptureo that Jesus is their Messiah and their 
only Saviour. I lunched with theru, gave them a copy 
o( Dr. M'Caul's Old Patlis, and, at their request, 
MOompanied them to the afternoon ecrviec at the 
synagogue. On our way I took tho arm of Mr. H., 
and cnforc«d the doctrine of atonement for sin by 
the shedding of blood. It was a joy to my heart to 
have such an opportunity of preaching Christ to these 
wealthy Jews. Att«r the service the flmall congregation 
gathered round mo outside the synagogue, tho Babbi 
included, and took a kindly farewell by hearty hand- 
shaking, aa I wa« about to leave Bath. They urged 
that I would soon come again.' 

Uission work amongst the Jen's was resumed in 
November 1S54, and continued Uirou^^bout thiit montli. 
Tho year closed with a three weeks" stay at Brighton, 
the account of which was thus summarised : 

' My labours daring the post month have been chiefly, 
tliongh not exclnsively, devoted to the object of diffusing 
information and exciting sympathy among Chnatianft. 
While pursuing those labours in Brighton, I was mnch 
encouraged by the warro sympatliy of ministers in 
whose churches I gave addresses. The statement of 
facts, together with the fervent prayers of tho ministcri) 
for blessing, seemed to awaken genuine interest in larael, 
which we will trust may bo permanent' 



CHAPTER V 
Ordination and continued Work 

MB. WILKINSON'S work for Oie British Society 
waa now taking shape. Like every vnluabte 
worker in the vineyard of the Lord, he had not 
only ondcrtakeD the duties assigned to him, hut was 
largely making Iiis sphere by his own individuality. 
\'i&itiiig Brighton fur three weeks in the close of 1S54, 
be sought and guned entrance to some of tlie nioMt 
respectable Jews of the town, engaging them in lengthy 
oonvenatiDas on the subject of the Mesaiatiahip of 
JesQS and their own eouls' condition, and could write 
at the close of this visit: 

' Though wo may not be permitted to see much fruit at 
present in the form of immediate conversion, yet we 
hare eocouragement in the fact that the Jews in 
numbera of instances will listen for an hour or two 
at a time to the plain exposition of the Ooapel of our 
Lord Jesus Chiist Ood will most assuredly bless the 
prayerful, persevering cfTorts of HU servants. I am 
fully persuaded that thousands of secret once, dissatisfied 
•with Judaism, arc reading the New Testament and 
examining the clums of the Lord Jesus Christ. This 
state of things evidently indicates a shaking among the 
dry bones, and encourages the missionary to labour 
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more iocoasantly and to pray more fervently for the 
promised outpoaring of the Holy Ghost' 

The visit to Brighton was slao a»aociat«d with the 
presentation of the Jewish cause to Chri.sti»DS, and Mr. 
Wilkinson received enooorsgement from a oomber of 
Christian ministera and friends. 

Early in the year 18^ the Secretary of the flritish 
Society intimated to Mr. Wilkinson that as God had 
blea»ed his work in Bristol, Bath, and Brighton, the 
committee desired him to visit other large towns with 
the same two-fold object of preaching Christ to Jews 
and Jewibh truth to Christians. It was at this point 
that the qaestion of ordination arose. Mr. Wilkin* 
son's views on this subject will be of interest to 
many. 

' Some few pulpits having been refused to me in the 
towns already visited, simply becaoso I was not 
ordained, I felt that my usefulness would be extended 
if I had ministerial status : and, besides, I should be 
eligible in the eyes of ministiTs and churches to 
admioieter tlie Sacraments of Baptism and t)ic Lord's 
Supper. Thought and feeling have much chauged on 
this subject since forty years ago,' in myself as well as 
among Evapgelica) Christians generally; nevertheless 
the being set apart for the work of the Chri.stiau 
ministry I counot regard ue othcrwieo than Scriptural: 
and the use with such of the designation " Reverend '* 
need not offend any enlightened though tender con- 
science. " Reverend " is never applied to the most 
distinguitJied Christians in the same sense as to God, 
' Mr. Wilkiiwtfii wrote lhi« note in 1886. 
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in that oft-qaoted paasnge, " Holy aod Reverend is Uia 
Kam«," any more tlian " Lord " ia ever applied to ooe 
of our nobility in tho iMU iMiM as to tho Lord Jesiu 
Christ' 



Mr. Wilkinson therefore applied to his committee for 
wdinalion, with a view to enlarged access and use- 
(aliMis among Nonconformist churches. The ordination 
Bcrvico wae held in the Liverpool Koad Wesleyan 
Chapel, Islington, on the evening of 6tli February 
185S.^ Three Congregational and three Wesleyan 
mintfttcrs took part, and, hot for the very short notice, 
ministers of other denomi nations would hare joined 
them. There never was Anything in Mr. Wilkinson of 
sectarianism, and it was fitting that his commendatioD 
to the churches should have been on the broadest basis. 
He never bad a Bishop's ordioation; but hia heart was 
varm towards all godly minded men in the Natiooal 
Church, and many were the personal friendships ho 
ntade with clergymen of the Church of England. His 
perBonal character, and the MissioQ he afterwards 
fonaded, came also to command the esteem and support 
of a large aectioD of godly and evangelical church- 
men. 

The following certificate of ordioation was given to 
him by Mr. George Yongc, the Britts)\ Society's 
Mcrotary, and dated from No. 1 Creseoat Place, 
Blackfriars, the Society's office, on the site of which 
Ludgate Hill Station now stands. 

"This is to certify that Mr. John Wilkinaoa was 

1 1 think it nu7 iat4ire«t wtoe to know that 107 ordination u 
the aaiiUAl of 107 htfacr in the note work took plaw on 3th 
Febnurj 1897, in the CoattTtant Hall, Wldmij' Park, London. 
—5. U. WtLKRHOM. 
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pDblicly net apart and ordained on the 6tb of February 
1{I55, as a mimionaiy of the Gospel to the Jewa : and he 
ia herobj- aQedionately commended to the prayers uul 
Christian feUowahip of all who in every place call upon 
the name of Jesus Chriot onr Lord, both theirs and ours, 
ss'a Brother beloved in the Lord,' devoting his life to 
the spiritoal good of Israel. 

(SiffTud) "JoHX Hall. 

w. a rdle. 

A. D. Salmos. 
Bknjahis' Ukujeb. 
J. OMproRD Hooper. 

W. C. YONOE." 

The ]^v. Jahex Banting, one of the moet godly and 
diaticguished Wesleyau ministers of his day, bad 
intdnded to be prcaont and take part in the service, 
but was prevented by a heavy suowstonn. He wrote, 
however, the following letter: 

'30 UvDDLrroK Square, London, 
Ftbniary Qth, ISO. 
* Dbab Sib. — I waa oxcoedingly sorry that the state of 
my health and the extreme severity of the weather on 
Tuesday ovetting prevented mo from accomplishing my 
oheriahed purpose of being present on the occasion of 
yoor ordination. I wished verj' much to have taken 
that opportunity of evincing, so far as my present 
orCTimstances permit, my respect for yourself, for j-our 
laboant, and for the British Society under whoso 
auspices you go forth: as well as my deep interest in 
the cause of Jewish Evangulisatiou to which you have 
so solemnly devoted your Ufc. My «AniMt prayer is 
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thAt the iMst blMsiDgs of the "God of Abrohsm," the 
God and Father of our Lord Jceiu Christ, may be 
voachssfed to joonieU and to year Socio^, and crown 
your troly ChristiaQ efforta with saceesa. — I am, dear 
Sir, yours reipectfally and affectionately, 

'JaBBZ BtJNTIKO. 

'Tb« Bev. John Wilkinson.* 

A few days after the ordination service Mr. Willtinvon 
was speeding north to Sheffield. Here, for eleven 
weeks, he proeecnted with untiring energy his two- 
fold miaaion to Jewa and Christians, \-is)ting also 
Rotherham, Mafibrougb, ThomcliSe, and Att«reliffiB. 
Thence to Leeds, where he spent twelve weeks ; thence 
to Halifax for seven week», %-J8iting also Sowerby 
Bridge, Todmorden, and Hehdeo Bridge ; thence to York 
for mx weeks -, to towns in Lincolnshire ; to Manchester 
for eight wtcks. Again numerous conversations with 
Jews wero held and recorded ; but the equally im- 
portant and neccMary witness to the Chrieti&n Churches 
concerning the whole Jewish question loomed up miH« 
largely than before, it would seem, as an indication of 
the special ministry that was to occupy his later years. 
Even then he could writ« : 

'Although 1 find in many persons very stnmg 
prejudice agunst ottempta to evangelize the Jews, yet 
I am happy to witness that pr^udiee weakening and 
in many cases destroyed, as tnformatioo is given ; and 
by-and-by I hope to witoeaa the Christian Churdi 
awakening as from a dream of centuries to her duty 
req>ectuig lara^ ; humbling herself bef(H« God on 
account of this duty having been so long neglected; 
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praying for Divine forgivenees aod eoteriag with ever 
iQcreofiing energy upon the faithful diachAige of ber 
duties in all their lengtji luid breadth in reference to an 
unsaved world ; thoae dutica imsing out of thai Isrge- 
beartod coaumauoa of )icr great Spiritual Head, " Qo 
ye out into all the world, and preach the Qoctpct to 
every creature." In the meantime be it ours to labour, 
pray, and wiut' 

After Manchester, Nottingham. Between tbeee places 
Mr. Wilkinson aU^nded the Annual Hectiog of the 
Derby branch of the Britiflh Society, bold in that town 
on 23rd January 1SS6. The Mayor presided over a meet- 
ing that was said to be the best ever held in Derby for 
sQch an object. Enthusiastic gatberings collected on 
the Sunday following at Pastor Stevenson's Church, and 
thrc« hundred people rcmatucd to pray for the Jews. 
This greatly cheered Mr. Wilkinson's hearts 

But it was at Nottingham that we see Mr. Wilkinson's 
devotion and teal most markedly. Here a Jewish soul 
was won Cor Jesus, and Cbriatiao apathy turned into 
anthwtosm. When ho arrived he found that interest 
in the Jews had almost died out. The local committees 
of the British Society wore very dubious of re-awaken- 
ing any sympathy with the Jewish cause. Mr. Wilkinson 
spent five weeks of inccasaut toil in this town. He 
pressed the committooa into taking the latge Mecbooios' 
Hall for a general U-a>meeting. He had laid the 
foundation of success in a number of public addresses 
in the Nonconformist cliurcliM, The tea-meeting was 
held; about five hundred sat down to tea, and cighl 
hundred attended the meeting afterward, presided over 
by William Felkin, Esq.. a local magistrate^ and 
HBpportod by many ministera 
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It WM ftt this mcmonblA meeting tb&t tha Jewish 
soul, who, so far as we know, wan the first that Mr. 
WilkiusoD vi'as privilogfid to load to tho Saviour, waa 
laid bold of. His namo van l>avid Colinaii. Like 
maoj unotlicr. be came from Poland. How be come to 
find himself in this great tea-meeting wo do not know. 
Poasibly some CbrisUan acqaaintaoee had invited hiia 
to bear thu Jewiab missionary. He eat and liAbeneif 
to Ur. Wilkinson's story of a conversatioa with • 
learned Jew in London. As be beard Mr. WilkiosOD 
({uoto portioua of tba fifty-third chapter o£ Isaiah in 
Hebrew, bla attention was arrested, and be sent up a 
meesage to the platform to ask him to oome and spuuk 
with him. Said he: "I never saw or beard anything like 
this before in my life. The Christiaoity of tbia country 
must be different from that of Russia. Can I see yoa 
privately to-morrow to ask you some questions t " 

Tho next day Mr. WilkinsOQ bod a long iutervtew 
with him, and mot st-'vond of bis difficultiea Cor- 
respomlcneo followed, and after a few months David 
Colman became a true believer in the Lord Jc«us Christ. 
Mr. Wilkinson baptized him at Derby, and ho woa 
regarded by those who knew bim as a true and humble 
follower of Jesua After living long eiiongh to be woll 
tested, be passed by consumption to an early grave, 
leaving a young widow behind. Shortly before bis 
departure he expressed a wish to see once more th« 
man who bad ted him to Jesus. Mr. WiUdasoa 
managed between one evening's meeting at Melbourne, 
near Derby, and the next evening's meeting at Bath, to 
fit in a visit to tho dying Hobrew Christian, driving 
ever early in the morning in a biting frost. He asked 
David Colman how it stood with tus soul in the 
prospect of death. He said, "Don't be surprised if I 
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die whilo you are in tho room ; for the doctor t«)l8 me 
UiAt wltiin the diaeoBe reaches a certain point. I may 
die at oace. Bnt I«t me tell yon, Jeeoa is more prvcious 
to mu now I am UI tlian He waa when X waa welL" 
He shortly after died in ChiiaL 

Thus was the work commeoced which was to occnpy 
Mr. Wilkinstm during the next twenty years. If the 
wi»k in iteelf was all but unique at that period, the 
manner in which Mr. WilkinHon undertook it was qv.iie 
unique. The young missionary preacher's natural love 
of overcoming difficulties was standiug him in good 
8t«ad; his f!<lelity, consistent cliarocier, huppy and 
hopeful manner, natural abilities, and sanguine tempera- 
ment, added to his strong convictions, were already 
beginning to tell in causing CliritttianH to change their 
attitude towards the people which God calls "His 
peculiar treasuro." The same qualities made him a per- 
mvoringand efficient apostle to the Jewish people them- 
sttlvea So intense and real was hia coocom for them, 
that it was not to bo eztin^aiabed or even dimioished 
by disappointing experience*. Of these ho had many, 
as have all true workers among Israel, and perhaps all 
true workers for God everywhere ; but he speaks little 
of them, lest they should damp the ardour of souls lees 
resolute than he, but rather in the confidence of faith 
sets himself to expect great things, and to read tlut 
signs of their coming. 

We have now come to March 1856. It is tho time for 
Mr. Wilkinson to write his review of his work of the 
past twelve months to the secretary of his Society. As 
we read this review, we see not only the blessing of 
God upon his labours, but we recognise in the spirit of 
his words tho qualities which under Qod's grace hsv8 
contributed to that blessing. 
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•Yoa are aware that I have been in the provincea 
doring the whole of the past twelve utoDtha, attempting 
to iQt«rest Christians of all denominations in the caoso 
of Ismel's spiritool welfare ; while at the some time, as 
far as procticablo, I have preached the Ckupol to the 
Jews residing in the towns I Itave vtutcd. Sheffield, 
Leeds, Halifax, York, Waltham, and Great Orimahy, 
Manchester, Derby, Nottingham, Mansfield, Diaa, to- 
gether with several towns in the neighbourhood of 
each, I viaitod; and have attended upwards of two 
hundred and twenty engagements, including sermona, 
lectures, and addresses of a public character, and also 
tboao addresses wliich have been given to private 
gatberiogs of CbrliitiaD frivnds. The long cherished 
prejudices of Cbristiaos are giving way, and an increased 
and increasing interest is manifested by the Christian 
Church in the Jewish people. 

'During the past year I have been privileged to hear 
{errant prayer oUered on behalf of Israel by those who 
have been accustomed to foirget the Jew. The results 
of sympathy awakened in the hearts of children are no 
less encouraging. In the towns named above I have 
had the pleasure of addrcaiiing, on the Lord's day after- 
noona, about 18,000 cbildnm; and as the immediate 
rsBPults duldren have sent me the value of several 
dozens of New Testaments during the year, some bring- 
ing money to purchase the New Testament for Jews, 
whilst others have subscribed a halfpenny each, par* 
chased the New Te^tament^ and brought it to me. Only 
the other day, in connexion with the Louth Anniversary 
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mrnoes, a little boy about Dine years of Age said to 
hia fHther, " Fntlicr, I think wc ought to givtt aome- 
thing to teod the Qoepel to ilie Jews; I'll give half a 
crown, if you will." The fathvr accepted tho challenge, 
and thoy each placed half a crown in my bond. Other 
children brought four New TctttamoatA, and othets 
brought money to purobase five or six mora 

' I have aii)0 witnessed many interesting casea of 
spontaneous practical sympathy on the part of adults 
during the past year, every form of current coin having 
be«n placed in my Iiund aton« time or other. Although 
much of my time bos been occupied in attending public 
moctings, I have, nororthcloss, hud many opportunities, 
which have boen gladly embraced, of preaching the 
QoBpel to tlie sons of Abraham, and of witnessing, 
aa the result of Ood's blessing on the constant nmoi- 
festaUon of Christian benevolence, the prejudices of the 
Jew against Christ and Uis Gottpel happily removed. 
L^Aud 18 it not a cheering fact, sir, that, in proportion 
tho Church of Christ tuis manifested towards the 
Jews the spirit which alone the Gospel sanctions, the 
Jews have borne testimony that that Gospel is to the 
Jew OS well oe to the Qentile, " the power of God unto 
salvation"? It has often been asked by professing 
Christians, Has anything been done among the Jews J 
Are any Jews converted ? The Jewish heart is so veiy 
hard, I don't think you will make much out with (he 
Jews. It might be a sufficient answer to the Christian 
that the Word of God commands our efforts to save the 
Jews, even though we should not meet with all tho 
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AuocoBS wo hftd vished and hoped for. Wo must bear 
in mind tliat oot until vory recently have oay effcHla 
befio put forth by the Christiaa Church in a spirit of 
love utd in an organised form for the conversion of the 
Jewa. The conduct of Christian nations towards the 
Jew has for centuries been of the most cruel character, 
that oomduct causing the Jev to hate the' religion which 
appeared to sanction such cruelties. We are very much 
in danger of talking about Jewish hardness, and for- 
getting that professing Christendom is responsible to 
Qod to a very alarming extent for the hardness of the 
Jew. But, after all, what has been done, and daring 
the short period of half a century, under circuBMiMUM 
so unfavourable ? While the Jews about half a century 
ago blaaplmmed the name of Christ aa a rule, I believe 
that is DOW an exception. They are now, aa the roantt 
of God's blessing on a Christian spirit, not only speak* 
ing. but even eminent Rabbis are writing, in most 
respectful terms of Him. 

'Another fact equally mtereeting is. that while the 
Jews about half a century ago would not so much as 
touch a New Testament, much more read it, they are 
now reading it by scores, hundreds, thousands. Only 
a few weeks ago I heard a Rabfat in the synagogue in 
one of our large provincial towns, say to the Jews what 
amounted to a recommendation to read the New Testa- 
menL The Rabbi, while reproving the Jews for 
holding conversation during the sj'nagogue worship, 
said. " I fear you even transact businees in the house of 
Ood," — and such has been the case for centuries past. 
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" U yoa look into Uie New Testament you will fiod th&t 
Uu Founder of Uie Christiiui religion ciiorgod tbe Jews 
with ft similar lun in Hiit day. He said, ' Ye have mada 
Uie Houjw of Qod a house of morcbandise.'" 

' I belie%-e that the New Testament is read by the 
Jewish people at present to an extent never knowa 
before during the age of Christianity. These facts taken 
together : the speaking and writing in respectful terms 
of Jesus of Nazareth, the reading of the New Testament 
by thousands, the thousands of confessors of Christ now 
living, besides the hundreds who have died in the 
triumph of the faith of the Qoepel, during the short 
period above referred to — tetl uh, and the whole world, 
tliat we haw not laboured in vain, and t«ach us to hope 
for much in connexion with earnest, prayerful, int-OBsant 
toil during the next half-c«utury. Any Christian 
taking a broad and correct view of what has aheody 
been accomplished, will, I think, be surprised, not that 
BO little has been done, hut that so much has been ac- 
eomplished in so short a time and under circiunstancce 
so unfavourable. There are, no doubt, many secret 
believers in Jesus of the house of Israel who have not 
yet had the courage to make a public profeesion of 
faith.' 



CHAPTER VI 
Marriage 

IN the diary for 1857 stands the following note : 
* 1SS7. /an. 1«(. This day at 10^0 a.m. in the 
Bninswick Wesluyan Chmpol, Sheffield, the Rev. Lake 
lycrman ofBciatinj^, I was united iu the holy bond 
of marriage to Ann, second daaght«r of Hr. Q. D. 
Wilkinson, electro-plater, of Clarendon Villas, Sheffield. 
Tbe sun shone brilliantly, and the day was a happy 
ODO to all who shared in its festivities. God's hicssbg 
WM aought and secured.' 

Mr. Wilkinson wu aogolariy happy and blessed of 
God in b'm marriage anioa. He often told the story 
of how he mot hia beloved one It waa at Louth, in 
Lincolnshire, in the spring of 1856. He waa giving 
a diawing'TOom address to a roomful of ladiea. At 
the eoodusion of the address iho lady of the house 
asked him if ho would like a hymn. She then called 
to a young lady scatc«l at the further end of the room, 
and said, " Aliss Wilkinson, will you kindly come to 
the piano." Hr. Wilkinson looked up to exainiue the 
lady who bore his own nami-. and, as he often said 
afterwarda. "That was the fatal look.'* A peraonal 
introduction followed, and after an engogt^ment of 
nine months, John Wilkinson and Ann Wilkiuson were 
married on New Year's Day, 1857. 
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The couple were granted forty and a half years of 
aweet compauioDBhip before Mrs. WUkioaon was called 
home on the 28th of Augost 1697. So far aa tlte 
writer's memory and knowledge go, it was tlieu- 
custom to the end to spend the minutes of transitioa 
from the old year into the new, upon their knees alone 
together. 

To this onion nine children wore given, of whom 
four did not live. The five who were spared from the 
cradle live still, and it was their parents' joy to see 
them not only all converted to God, but gathered an 
anbrokeo family around their bedsides, as Gret the 
mother in 1S97, and then the father in 1907, took leave 
of them for the little while, until " the day break and 
the shadows fle« away." 

Our precioos mother was exceptionally endowed with 
g^fts and graces, waa cultured, possesBed a sound judge- 
meet, an unselfish nature, wann affection, a ptutsioo 
for music, and was hernelf a sweet singer. Indeed, 
she was to the Jewish missionary for forty years all 
that Ood intruded Eve to be to Adam, a true nji3 ilV 
(help meet). In a confessedly difficult but most blessed 
^here of service for Chrint on earth—the mission to 
Israel — she was at alt times his wise counsellor and his 
constant and efGcieni assistant 

She excelled in the writing of letters, and hundi-eds of 
tried and sufFuring Chri^iians have tr(:a.iured her com- 
forting and sympubbetic words, happily expressed in tho 
simplftiit and most appropriate form, Hoj- letters were 
not, as a rule, long; hut they possessed that tone of 
geouinenc^ and strong sympatliy, tliat they spoke Id 
almost every coso. if not indetKl in every cose, to the 
heart. In the early days of the Mildmay Mission to the 
Jews, Mrs. Wilkinson wrotv personally to donors in 
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acknowledging their gifts — and tiiia work, which was 
nally a sacrifieo to hor, being carried oa at the coot of 
much pain and fatigue, was a sort of Missicm in itself^ 
establishing a personal link of love with large itumbers 
of f tllow-belioverfl, and miui&t«ring strength and comfort 
to multitudes of them. 

I may be pardoned here for reciting the following 
inddent. Shortly after mother's death, I was making 
a few purchases in an optician's shop in Edinburgh. I 
;^ve instructions for the goods to be sent, and handed 
the shop awifltant my card. Aa he read the name, be 
said, " May I sympathise with you, Mr. Wilkinson, ia 
tlie loss of your dear mother." Somewhat surprised, 
I asked him what he knew of her; and received the 
reply that having once sent a small donation to the 
Mildmay Mission to the Jows, he had received such a 
loving, motherly letter from her as made him realise 
that lie could call her his friend, and fe^l the stronger 
for it. Ho Mid he should never part with the letter. 

Our mother was a confirmed invalid and a great 
sufferer. A spinal complaint prin-enl«d much motion, 
and this, added to other affiictions, rendered her intensely 
weak aod nerrous. Yet^ so far from being self.centred 
and oecapied with her ailments, she was pre-eminently 
the possessor of 

" A IiMrt at lekan from iUalf 
To (ootbe and BjtaptUiiae"; 

and if never free imtiroly from pain or weakness, she 
was free in tho boom that 



*' A lite of Mlf-rraouncing Ion 
la Uie lid) of libeny." 

How aball I speak of her — oar sainted mother, so 
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weslc, 80 gentle, so Kympatbetic 1 Uy Uioagfato go hack 
to childhood's days. Ad tho mimtoaary's little fttmily 
grow in numbers and stnturo, his limited stipend wm 
oot sufEcicQb to meet its m^ed ; so mother conducted a 
Bmall priv-at« school in tlie house for about six ycArs. 
On Tu«^iay8 she led a Bible class of ladica, first weekly, 
then monthly, till it was reluctantly nlinqaiahed some 
years before her death. All of the memben looked up 
to her with afTectionato esteem. What potent influence 
■he wielded from her vAntAi;;e-{Troand of weakness ! 

I venture to give here her outline notes of one of 
these Bible readings, which may, in its simple and 
sinoere directness, hear n messa^ still. 



Service 

' " And who then ia willing to consecrate his service 
this day onto the Lord 1 " (1 Cbron. xxix. 5). 

M. Our ReltUumship to God. — We are His children, 
frieoda, and servants. We cannot be Hat servants unless 
wo are His children. The servant cannot serve two 
msst«rs (Mntt. vi. 24); is not greater than his lord 
(John xiii. 1!1-17). Wo are also His children (John i 
IS), and His friends (John xv. 13-I$> 

' 2. Conaecmte : t-e., set apart for the Lord's use only, 
us the vessels of the Sanctuary ; not for self-service 
any more than for Satan's service (read Dan. v. 1-fi, 
etc; 1 Cor. vi. 19. 20). Service may be active or 
passve, but it may not bo limited so aa only to give 
part of our time or our labour. Solomon was to buHd 
the temple, but ho was also to keep the Lord's oommand- 
meote (cf. QaL i. 16 with Oal v. 16). 
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'8. No choice in our work. — A priest and Levite each 
had bis appointed work, and each tribo its appointed 
place in which to pitch its t«ut«, aa described in the 
first few chaptcre of the Book of Xumbers ; and, as in 
the building of the Temple, each man had his work 
appointed him (2 Chron. ii. 18), so we have oar work 
appointed as hy God (2 Tim. ii 20, 21). Woman's 
work is chiefly domestic. She haa the care of the 
body cntrosted to her — to see to the health, food, and 
clothinjj of others. She has also the charge of the 
dwcllinf;. But none the lv!<s is her work appointed her 
of God, otherwise the ksfc chapter of Proverbs would 
ncTer have been written, nor many directions in the 
Epistles. Willing work will be prompt (GaL i. 16). 

' 4. Atsodaiion wiik Jesus. — lie was the Son of God ; 
we are associated with Ilim a^ children (Rom. viii. 
16, 17). He was the Servant of God (Isa. xtii. IX 
and we are acknowledged by film to be servants is 
the passage already referred to (John xiii. 13-17). He 
is our Example in sernce (John iv. S4 ; John vi. 38 ; 
John viii 29; cf. 1 Pet ii. 11-16). 

'Let OS thank God for the privilege of serving Him 
■B did David (1 Chron. xxix. I(}-13)l' 

A pencil note intimates that the Bible reading hero 
outlined was given on 4th July 1S75. 

The following letters, though not in their chrono* 
logical position in oor story, come Sttiogly here, aa 
illustrating the tender bond between man and wife, 
and the intertwining of the interests of home and 
children with those of the great ministry to the Jew, 
the Gentile, and the Church of God. 
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' Loimov, Wtdiutiof (no d&te). 

' Mr PBECIOCS Pbt, — I read your letter over and over 
again this momiog. 1 knew you vould syiupathtM 
with me. It seems that Elizabeth's father is a back- 
slider. I hope the present trial may drire him back 
to God. De went to aee his EK>n on Monday, and 
since then has laid the case so much to heart, tbat 
he is now poorly io bed. The mother, who has never 
been a Christian, is now anxious to become one. Poor 
Elisabeth has tJic burden of all their souls upcw her. 

'Hope to take baby out this afternoon, with Mrs. 
Champ and Flurry. I think of you more frequently 
than I can tell you, and look fcHTward to your stay 
of some weeks at borne with great comfort; God blcM 
you, my precious one. Baby boy looks almost hardy 
again ; he has a nice colour, and liia eyes have regained 
their brightoese. but be is still a little fretful. He 
did not rest well last night and I feel weary to-day, 
but hope to get some energy from air and exercise 
this afternoon. — Good-bye, my darling. Fond love from 
your devotedly affectionate and faithful wife. 

'AKK WlLKINSOir.' 

The b«by boy referred to being the first child of 
the union, wo can say that the above letter was 
written about 1858. 



■79 Uilhuat Road, Lohdok, H. 
^ofwikr 17, 106S. 

'Ht Daruxo, — I have heard from Mr. Gill this 
morning that Colchester ia on the 16th, so have 
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written to Mrs. Pirston to say yoa will give tlie address 
•be Mka for on Friday, 18th of December, at 7 o'clock. 
I hope yoa are persevering with yoar prescription, I 
•hall be glad indeed when yoa are quite well. I 
don't know your address at Caistor, or whether yoa 
are going tliere, so shall send tliis to HomcasUe. 
We are pretty well at home. Mrs. W. King called 
yesterday afternoon. Samuel came to me on Sunday 
aod asked me to teach him to read, and in the evening 
be prayed that Qod would let him learn to read, so 
am beginning to teach him — shall take core he ia not 
overdone. "Singing for Jeeas," words and music, is 
published in the ChriaHan THmea; so I bought it on 
Saturday, and Heiuy haa learned to play it without 
troubling me at all. I think I shall sing it to his 
playing. — Good-bye, precious. We all send our love. 
. . . Ever your own fond wife, Ann WiLKtNSOir.' 

• LoNSOS, MoKh 17, leaOi 
' Ut DABLiya HnsBAND.— The boys are coming homo 
to dine to-day; they have a half-holiday in honour 
(or on oceaaiou) of the Oxford and Cambridge Boat 
Baee. They are well; so are the littlo onee and 
graodmamma. 

'Too do not say what kind of a dress you have 
bought for me: I shoald like to have a dcaeription 
of it. It will be a comfort to me to know that there 
fs a tidy dress ready, should I bo spared to need it 
I hope you had a good meeting at Bradford. — Your 
ever food wife, Ann Wilkinson.' 

4 



50 



Life of John Wilkinson 



'TO Mn-najiT RoiLC, IjyTutov, H. 
AfarcAll, 1672. 

'Mt p&bcious Hcsbakd,— . . . Thank yoa very 

mucli for tha postcard; it baa atut« cheered mo, I 

trust you bod a blusecd day yesterday. I was very 

quiet meet of tbe day — part of the afternoon was spent 

in Bible instraction. first to Ann and then to the boys. 

] also gave Samuel a short leeson in the evening. 

George did not come in the evening. The boys went 

to hear Qawin Rirkham at the Conference HoU. We 

have a dense fog to-day — bad enough for November; 

and a cold wind both yesterday and to-day, gives 

ovorything a wintry aapect We are a]l nicely, and 

write in fond love. I took Alice Annie to the School 

of Art on Saturday ; the muster was anxious she should 

attend in the evening, and assured me that there was 

no crowding, and that there were no rude boys, so I 

Am going to tty. — I am, my precioua, your ever fond 

wife, AlW WlLKlKSON.' 



'79 MlLDlUT BOAD, LtWfiOK, H. 

ling B, 1874. 

'Mt pbbcioos Husband^— I have sent off the 
pamphlets — am thankful they are soiling, as they are 
so inciructive. The Jews were prayed for at the 
daily prayer-meeting this morning; it was a very 
hallowed meeting. The trams now ran up Mildmay 
Park and part of the way up Green Lanea. When 
they run to Finsbury Pack I hope I may sometimes 
go there Samuel and friends went to school by the 
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new tram this morning. Henrjr went with th« HaztODS 
to St. Paula Cathe<iral last night; Ui«y were horrified 
to find it a dreadful exhibition of popery. I fear 
that it will yet bo rampaQt in England; people do 
Mem infatuat«d. Fond love, my precious one; also 
remember rae to friunda I am, M cvur, your own loving 
wife, Ans Wilkinson.' 



CHAPTER Vn 




In Season and Out of Season 
(1857-1868) 

THE Mosaic law permiUed a newly married man to 
remain at home a year to cheer up hut vHe. 
" When a man hath taken a new wife, he tOtall not 
go oat to war, neither Bhall he be charged with any 
business; but he nholl be free at home one year, and 
shall cheer np hin wife which he hath taken" (Deut 
xziv. S). 

Mr. Wilkinson had hix months' partial renpite from 
travelling at the beginning of h'm married life. Bob 
vo need not say that it was not an idle six montha 
Aft«r a fortnight's honeymoon at Hastings (where 
addi-eeaea were given) there were visits to Derby, 
Gravesend, and Rugby ; while tbe time in London waa 
utilised for the visiting of the Cattle Market at Copen- 
hagen Fields, where a number of Jewish cattle-dealers 
from Holland were to be found. 

And now the missionary settles down again to his 
itinerant apostleship to Jew and Christian. In the 
latter part of 1857 and the early part of m58, miasion 
ofTort among the Jews in London was continued, and 
meetings held in various parts of the country witii 
a view to stir up interest among Christians. Meetings 
were held in Ipswich, Manningtreo, Long 
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Clare, Haverhill, Colcheoter, Cbelmsford, Bath, IslingtoD, 
Stoke Newington, Brighton, Kensington, Cardiif, Cow- 
bridge, Bridgend, Cardigan, Newport, Haverfordwest, 
Pembroke, Pembroke Dock, >Iilford, Karberth, Car- 
martheo, Swansea, Mumbles, Merthyr Tydvil, Pontypool 
a&d amongst various denominations in London. Even 
then he could write : 

' Amongst adult Christians of varioas denominationa 
s healthy Scriptural interest is evidently on Uie in- 
crease. Those portions of Scripture which refer to the 
certain oonveraion of Jews to the faith of Jesus; those 
which refer to the duty of Christians to labour and pray 
for that conversion ; and those which rufer to the 
iofloonee of that conversion inxtrumcntally upon the 
world, ore being more closely studied: the natural 
result of which is a deeper concern for the convereioo 
oflsnwL' 

We may aoi follow him through all the persistent 
effort of these years, which was much of the same 
character : pursued, however, as character ripened with 
a more thoughtful and serious earnestness. We note, 
bowevor, that the addressing of largo aud enthusiastic 
gatherings of Christians on behalf of Israel, did not 
absorb all his seal or strength, and we find him 
patiently following individual viTort among the Jews, 
sod DOi wiUioui fruit for his Muster's iDiuie and glory. 

'Though pleading the cause of Israel in the provinces 
has been attended with a considerable amount of mental 
•od physical energy, I have always folt happy in the 
work, because of ita being a work deeply intciettting to 
my Lord and Saviour; and I have freqaently realised 
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a cheering oeiiae of my Saviour's prasenoe and smile 
white labonring for Him, My whole desire is 

< " To sptnd and Ik >pent Tor them 

Who faave not ;et mj 8&viour known." 

now as to mj' labours among God's ancient 
people themselvM, I may snyJ have embraced every 
&Toarable opportunity of preaching the Gospel to tbem 
while passing tlirough provlucjal towns in which th«y 
reside. I har« distributed a goodly number of tracts 
and New Testaments, both in Hebrew and in English, 
and have been much pleased to wiUioss the kindness 
with which they have been received, and the eagerness to 
become acquainted with their oootcnts ; and am fully 
persuaded that an extensive distribution of good tracts, 
especially amongst the young, would, by God's blessing, 
be followed by cheering results. I have recenUy adopted 
the following course : On Saturday, between the hours 
of morning and afternoon service, I go directly to the 
Jewish quarter, having previously filled tny pockets with 
tracts enclosed in envelopes, oddmaed in Hebrew, "Son of 
Israel," and distribute them amongst young men, at the 
same time addrcssinga few plain, pointed scuteiKes relat- 
ing tothe salvation of the soul. On Saturdnylast I pursued 
such a course amongst about thirty — all young men up 
to twenty or twenty-five years of age, and about an equal 
number of Engluih and Germans. Among tbecases which 
have come under my notice during the past year, aa 
OODunaQding my confidetiee as to their sincerity, I may 
be permitted to monliuu two. One is a young Polish Jew 
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about tweoty-five years of ag& I met with him ia 
Dabtoa while waHdng along the road, and having had a 
conversatiOD with him, during which I was very £avoai> 
ably impreesed, invited him to my bouae. He c&me, and 
told me he had been ic Euf^land about four years. Ha 
told me h« had deserted from tho Russian service, and 
after having been exposed to many hardships and 
privations, he reached this country in safety, but with 
very UtUe money and totally ignorant of the langoago; 
and that which aggravated his di&trtiss was the tact 
that bis father is in comparatively easy, if not affluent, 
ciicmnstances as an innkeeper in Poland, and willing 
to assist him, but cannot do sa He haa a brother in 
New York; that brotbur having learnt that ho liad 
come to Englaod, sent liim three pounds and a ticket 
for a free pusage to America. Tho money and tho 
ticket were sent to the car© ot a Jew in Hanchestur, 
hat of the kindness of his brother in America he knew 
Dothiog Until informed in a letter from his father which 
he received while at Bradford. Qe immediately went 
off to Manchenter, obtained the money and the ticket, 
relumed to Bradford to pay some 8mall arrears to a 
German family with whom ho had boon staying a few 
days ; slept there that night, expecting to leave with a 
Ugbt heart on the following morning ; but to his great 
disappointment and deep Borrow, both his money and 
his ticket were stolen from his box during the nighty 
and, to DSC his own simple and touching words, ho siud, 
" I cried hard." He has written twice or throe timee to 
hia brother since, to tell him about it; but having 
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rocoived do reply, he feels sure hU brother has either 
left New York or Is dead. He then turned hia attectioo 
to the busineai of a glazier to obtain an honest livelihood, 
and has had to labour hard under a delicate phymcal 
frame in order to accomplish it. I soon found myself 
in the company of one who loved the Word of God, and 
who possessed a considerable knowledge of the historical 
portions of it, bub had not paid close attention to the 
prophecies. He sat with me two hours while I read 
portions of the Hebrew Scriptarus, and expounded 
them to him, and manifested special interest in the 53rd 
of Isaiah. He now comes regularly for Christian in* 
stmction; and on Saturday last appeared amazingly 
interested in reading wiUi me the defence of Stephen 
and the conversion of Saul of Tarsus. May the God of 
Israel overrule the wanderings of this son of Abraham 
to England, and the privations through which he has 
paased, for his spiritual welfare here and hereafter. 

' The other case to which I refer ij«, so far as I can 
jndge, a case of decided couversion. He is a German Jew 
about twenty-eight years of age. I fitst met with him 
in the street, employed in tho aamo calling as llie one just 
nttrrcd to; had a friendly conversation with him, gave 
him tracts, and invited him to my house. He came, 
brought a friend with liim, a youth about eighteen, and 
to both on several occasicms I read and expounded the 
Hebrew Scriptures, in which they manifested a deep 
interest. The younger one left the country, but the 
elder still remained. However, I lost sight of him 
during a tliroe months' tour in the provinces; bnt, to 
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my surprific and pleasure, he entered my dfrelliDg 
immediatoly on my return. I perceived at ODCe that 
something sgitat«d hia mind, and he began to thank m« 
for having spoken to him o£ the Lord Jesos Christ. Ho 
bod had conversations with other Christians during my 
aleence ; and, having read the New Testament carefully, 
ho said, " I am fully convinced of the Messiahahip of 
JoBQ& Before I read the Xew Testament you gave m« 
I had not the idea that Jesus was the character 
deeeribed there; indeed, I thought Him an impostor, 
Rod English Christianity a sort of refined idolatry. I 
have been a blasphemer, bat I did not know Jeaus was 
the Heesiah, or I would not have blasphemed His 
name " ; and as the tears rolled quickly down his cheek, 
he aitked, " Do you think there is any mercy for mo T " 
I at once declared to him the glorious truth that " God 
so loved 0*9 world that He gave His only begottea 
Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not 
perish." And further: "There is no difference between 
the Jew and the Oreek ; for the same Lord over all is 
rich anto all that call upon Him." We had prayer 
together on that and aubsecjuent occasions, while h« 
penitently sought the mercy of Ood in Jesus Christ, 
After an abeenco of eoveral months again, and fearing I 
had entirely lost all trace of hira, I, as by accident, met 
with him a few wraku ago nt a temperance meeting. 
The moment he recognised mo, he sprang to mo to tell 
me what the Lord had done for his soul. After soma 
convereaticm it was agrowl that he should take t«a with 
me on the following evening. 
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' He theo told me of all that he had been called upon 
to suffer for Christ's aake. He Raid, " I have had letters 
from my father persuading me to go back again. I have 
had the persuauoiui and the eurse of the Rabbis. I 
have had to give a writing of divoroement to my vife, 
for she would no longer live with me. The Jewa 
tempted mc with money when I almost wanted bread. 
However " said he, " I have left all for Cfarist'B wke, mmI 
the God of Israel will provide." He is now in a com- 
fortablo situation and gaining on honest livelihood. I 
was much pleased to hear him say : " I for a long time 
believed with my head that Jesus was the Uessioh, 
before I felt in my heart that Bia precious blood bad 
washed my sioa away." We prayed together before we 
separated, and my houI waa much refreahad while thia 
"laraelite indeed " expreeaed in beantiful simplicity and 
holy fervour bis entire reliance on the Atonement made 
by Jesus Christ for the sins of the Jew ood Qentila. 
Amid all discouR^meot I feel resolved prayerfully to 
moke more vigorous ood extended cflbrts in this glorious 
work, feeling at the same time, in reference to the past, 
wo have cause " to thank God and take courage." ' 

We must follow up tlie former of these two cases, for 
the young man referred to was not only the first 
Christian Jew baptized by Mr. Wilkinson, but became 
a man who, ilirough hard struggle and a long life, 
adorned the doctrine of bin Master and Saviour. His 
name v/aa Abraham We Lis, and he outlived Mr. 
Wilkinson but a few weeka The story of his definite 
conversion and baptism is best told in Mr. Wilkinson's 
own words : 
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' On making a few inqairice as to his personal histoi;, 
w well as to ttic present state oE his mind religioiutly, I 
found him to be a oative of Austrian Poland ; that he 
had been in Elnglaitd aboat four years, the principal 
part o£ which bad beeo Hpent in London as an assistaat 
in vaiious Jewish hairdreBsers' shopet; that he had 
occasionally^ listened to the preaching of the Gospel in 
diSerent Chmtion sanctuaries ; that he liad commenoed 
reading the New Tcetament, and had even left hia bed 
in the night in ordur that he might peruse iUi pages 
unobserved by his Jowiidi employer; that, when the 
secret was dLsclosod, his master dismissed him, declaring 
that ho would not have a " Meshumed " (apostate) in his 
servioo; and that then he resolved, the Lord helping 
him, to know the truth and to embrace it, coat him 
what it might. In thia spirit he fouud his way to my 
house, and entered upon a course of instruction, which 
has had frequent intcn-uptions on my part on account 
of my joumcya into the provinces, but am happy to say 
b« was not neglected. Uy heart has often been cheomi 
and my spirit refreshed whilst expounding the Scrip* 
tures and witnessing the progress of Divine truth both 
on his mind and heart. I regularly closed our interview 

Lvith prayer, and latterly induced him to eng^e in that 
boly ozerciiK before leaving my study, which practice 
has continued to the present time. Qod, in His 
iotinite mercy, having enabled him to trust in the 
atoning sacrifice of Christ for salvation, he earnestly 
Christiaa baptism, for which I made arrange- 

''tnenta ; and, on Tuesday evening, the 29th ult^ admitted 
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him a m«mb«r of the Christian Church hj publicly 
siJiniDistcriDg the nt« of baptism. The service was 
held in Liverpool Road Wesleyao Chapel, lalington, 
where a large congregation was assembled to witness 
the ceremony. The Rev. John Hartley, one of the 
miniiiters, announced the hymn commencing " Hail, 
tboa once despised Jesus"; he then offered prayer, and 
read a portion of the Sth chapter of the Act& After 
second singing I preached a short sermon, and then read 
to the ccmgregation a condensed account of his personal 
history as relating to ilie way in which Qod hail led him 
to acknowledge " the troth as it is in Jesos." That 
account was as follows : 

'"I am a native of Auairia-Polaad, and in the days of 
my boyhood bad just thoso impressions of Christianity 
which my Jewish training and the supendjtions and 
idolatries of the Church of Rome would naturally 
inspire. To have me placed where, as they supposed, 
I should be Ipsa exposed to the proselytising effort« of 
the papists, my parents sent me twenty-eight miles 
from home, and apprenticed me to a hurdresser. 
Uaving served my time of five years, I returned home, 
and was Boon re<inired by the Government to serve in 
the army ; but my dear mother hnd rather I would 
leave my home and countrj'. I accordingly loft homo, 
and obtuned my first situation in Breslau, but did not 
remain a long time in consequence of my master — a 
professing Christian — requiring me to work on my 
Sabbath day. Haviug no passport, I was obliged to 
pass on to Hamburg, where I found some fellow* 
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eoontiTineD, who sdvised me to go to England ; bot at 
the same time warned me against the missioiiaries who 
•e«k to convert the Jews to Christianity. By the kind 
provideooe of God I arrived in England in the year 
1853. I obtained my first situation in Birniingham, 
and kept it six months. My next was here io London. 
Whilst having a walk one Sunday afternoon, a country- 
maa of mine, a converted Israelite, met mo and accosted 
me in the following manner: 'Oh, are you come to 
England? Will yoa come home with me? I have 
Bomelhiiig to t«U you.' I wont with him directly to 
his hoiOBe. H« then began to talk to me about Christ- 
ianity, and explained to mo that Jesus of Kazareih was 
Uie Messiah for the Jews. I visited him on several 
OOOMKBts, and by his advice began to listen to the 
pnMhiDg of the Gospel in different Christian sanc- 
toaries. Having heard and profited to some exteot by 
the pr«acbing of the Rev& R H. HerscheU, W. Landela, 
J. Rattenbury. and Dr. Weir, the last-mentioned minister 

[,0cnt me to the ofGce of the ' British Society '; and &[r. 
fooge, tlie secretary, commended me to the care of 
the Rev. John Wilkinson, who has kindly instructed 
me in Chmtiauity during the last six or eight months. 
He directed my nUentioo specially to the 53rd chapter 
of Isaiah, and very often when sitting in my room, after 
I had left my kind t«acher, I thought over the words. 
'Ho was wounded for our transgresuoos^ He was 
bnused for our iniqnitiea; the chastisement of our 
was upon Him, and with His stripes we are 

'bealed.' This and other passages gave me trouble and 
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•ogoish of spirit; bat I soon Eoond that the New 
Testament was the key, and the only key, that could 
unlock the treaaurea oE the Old. I was booq conWnced 
of one important truth, ' that the deflptscd NaKftrene is 
indeed the Heasiah'; but another and 'more impoi-tant 
truth, which none but the Uoly Spirit can demonstrate) 
to the heftri of the believer, ' that this aame Josus is 
my personal Saviour,' has since become my happy 
ezperiencsi To remove the prejudices of a Jew. and to 
give him saving faith in th« Lord Jesus Christ, amounts 
to a miracle— it is the power of Qod tliat aocompUshea 
the work. And now I rojotc« to tell of the Saviour'a 
love to me, tJte chief of sinners, and to spoak of the 
mercy of Qod in bringing another of Ilis ancient people 
oat of the darkness and bondage of Judaism into the mar- 
vellooa light and glorioUA liberty of the children of God. 

'"I feel concerned for my family connexions and for 
my brethren generally, especially for those in my native 
country — Audtria-Poland— for they have no Philip to 
Bty to them, ' We have found Uim of whom Uoses in 
the Law aud the Prophets did write, Jesus of Nazarctli, 
the son of Joeeph'; neither have tbey anyone to ask 
them when they open the Bible. ' Undetstandost thoa 
what thou readest ? ' May the Lord help me by His 
grace to adorn my Christian profession, by 'showing 
forth the praises of Him Who hath called mo out of 
darkness into His mar\-cllous light'" 

* Having read the above etat«mentv I then proposed to 
the candidate the usual qnestions, to which he rendered 
satisfactory rcpUc& 
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'I thoD »t onoe bftptLs«d him, and engaged in prayer; 
ftfter vliich the Rev. John Hartley gave a most appro- 
priate addross, couched in aontimentii as kind aa they 
were truly Christian. The coDgrcgati<») then ssng 
" The God of Abraham praise," and Mr. Hartley closed 
with prayer thia very Boicmn and impressive flervice. 

"Hie young man ia very industrious, and God is 
blessing him in hia honeet toil; but though tho day ia 
fully occupied in business, and he Uvea at a considorable 
I diatanee from me, he comes to me frequently etiU for 
^farther instruction in the Word of God, and to join in 
mntaal ptsyer. He has already distributed a goodly 
number of tracts among his brethren, and liaa frequently 
teatified to them his faith in the Klcssiahehip of Jesua. 
Jlay the Lord preserve him by His grace unto life 
fcl!* 



Hr. Wilkinson's tiroleas zcftl and buoyant courage was 

eoospicuous in the fact that the acceptance he found 

'UDong Christians did not prevent him doing "epado 

work" in bri-aking up fresh ground among Uie Jewa 

Too maoy Christian missionaries yield to the temptfttion 

to give most attention to tboso who are most sympath- 

etic It is true that John Wilkinson's vivacious 

gtempeimmeDt, well-stored mind, easy Sow of conversa- 

ltioo,and strong winsome face, were valuable assets in 

[penonal work among promiscuous Jews. Others may 

foot poasess these qualities, may not always be able to 

acquire them: but at leo^t wo may emulate that 

intensity of conviction and fidelity to bis life-work that 

eharaderised this really great man. 

I quesiioQ i£ there is a ChiisiiaD missionary or 
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worker among the Jevs to^y who ooulcl not leun 
somothing from the metliods of diacuasiona with Jews 
adopted by John Wilkinson : and I therefore place here 
MMne diary notes of his, which record the making of 
Dew Jewish acquointaoocfl in street or ehop. 

' Aootber Jew, oo int«lUgent and kind-hearted man, 
entered very freely into conversation with mo on the 
subject of religion. He belongs to the Belotm Syna- 
gogue; appeared to be extensively aoquMnt«d not only 
with the history of his own people, but also with that 
of the Christian Church; manifested a conndcrable 
acquaintance with the leading doctrines and discipline 
of the principal aoctioos of the Christian Charch; 
deaouQC«d the Roman Church as e«scntia)ly persecuting 
and idolatrous; condemned, in unmeasured terms, the 
Pusoyite and Tractarian moTemente in the Established 
Chnrdi ; wondered how those friends of Rome had the 
eooaei e nce to take large sums of money paid to ttiem for 
BQpporting a Church which they were most eSectually 
pulling down, and regarded the pure principles of 
Protestanttsm aa Scriptural, and likely to command the 
respect of every enlightened Jew. Hay the light of the 
Holy Spirit be afforded him to guide him into " the 
truth which maketh free!" He accepted a New Testa- 
ment and promioed to read it, though he had read 
portions of it a long time since. In another famUy, 
composed of a father and mother of advanced years, 
and one eon and daughter about thirty years of age, I 
bad formerly spoken earuesUy and left tracta. The 
daughter aloae was frivolous, and avowed her preference 
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for the theatre and the dance; but on my laat call 
frivolity on religious matters wan gon«, her mother IidkI 
been called into eternity, and the brother and sister 
both sud they should be glad to see me any Saturday 
aft«moon, as they were entirely free nt that liino. 

'On culling at anotlier house I found it closed. It 
need to bo occupied by a Jew of seventy and hia 
daughter. Many conversations have been held with 
them at their fireside, whore 1 was always welcome 
after the first or si.'cond visit. On inquiry I found the 
old man hod passed away, having lost his reason before 
be died. I found the daughter living in another part of 
London, living in one of the houses of her late Father, 
and conducting a small shop on her own aceount. Hy 
sympathy was gratefully accepted, and most gladly did 
I embrace the opportunity of directing her to Uie never- 
fiuling source of comfort and blessing. She promised to 
read carefully the New Tcetoment, and expraoaod Uie 
pleasure it would afford her to see me again. May thia 
bereavement be saocttfied to the .salvation of her soul '. 
This cause imprened the Saviour's words on my heart 
more deeply than ever, " Work while it \a day." 

'Another is the esse of one of the most hardened, 
bigoted blasphemers, Jew or Qentile, I have ever met 
with. He stormed almost to nge the first interview 
wo had ; .since then his prejudices have been greatly 
softened, and he now speaks to me and of me in terms 
of tho greatest reepect, and welcomes m« to his honsa 
On my last visit bis wife and children received me as an 
old friend. The eldest son and his mother appeared 
5 
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deeply aifected a» I eDdeavoured to bring borne to the 
eoDscience llie absolute nece«aity of an stonemeot for 
«n, assuriD|[ th«in tliat though the sacrifices under the 
L£vitJca] economy furuUhed them with that atoaement, 
yet those sacrificed t^'pified another victim, " the Lamb 
of God that taketh away the sin of tho worid " ; and, 
" that Christ is the end of the law (tlic Ceroiuonial Law) 
for ri^tooiuiness to everyone that believeth." After 
expounding the 53rd o! Isaiah, to which they paid the 
moat earnest attention, I urged them as they valued 
their souls to embrace that Saviour who loved them so 
much aa to die for them, and through whose merits 
salvation in all ita freeneos and fulness is offered to 
them in tho inspired Word. May Ood blcaa the word 
thus Rpoken in His name I 

'At another shop tho husband with whom I have 
usually conversed waa not within, bo hia wife freely 
conversed with me. She iiaid, in course of conversation, 
" I am honest, I don't lie, I dun't steal, I say my prayers ; 
what need I more ! " " What ! " I asked, " do you expect 
eternal life on these grounds 7 To go further, how la it 
you keep open shop on the Saturday ? "* " Ah." said she, 
"that tho landlord must account for, as he would not 
allow us to remain if we kept hia shop closed un the 
Saturday." " But then, you don't close on Sunday either, 
and, depend upon it, Ood will not allow ua to excuse 
ourselves after that fashion on tlie great reckoning day." 
She said, " My husband says his praycis in the shop on 
the Sabbath, liere ia his book " (producing from a drawer 
a welt-wom Hebrew prayer book), "and we have the 
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Moxazah on every door in the hoosa" I entreatod hor 
to BCC'k in earn«Rt prayer the clean heart and the right 
spirit for whicJi David »o earnestly prayed, then would 
Bhe bo fthle to exclaim with Da\-id, " Bleasod be God, 
who bath not turned away my prayer iior Hia mercy 
from roc." 

'Another said, "I don't approve of your conduct at 
all in talking to the Jews as you do. You disturb tbe 
minds of many Jews not well grounded in their £aith, 
by telling thom that they cannot now practise tha 
Jewish religion, that tbey are neither Jowa nor Chris- 
tiana; ao that many weak-minded Jews say. Well, it ia 
true, we have not our Temple, we have not our Priest- 
hood ; and thus you persuade him away from hi« religion. 
I have no respect for yon whatever." 

' I rupliud, " My dear sir, if you cannot approve my 
work, my conscience and the Bible do; and I would 
rather low tbe approbation of the whole world than 
loee an approving conscience and the smile of Qod. The 
real question is, Is that wbicli wo tell the Jew true in 
the main > and if so, why may the Jew not embrace it, 
because it is troe, and not simply bccaoae Christians 
persuaded him? We tcU you what your oonscienco 
eoDfirms when we say — you ore without the comfort of 
true religion in this worid, and yon have no wcll- 
foonded hope of happiness in the next We shall still 
labour and pray that you may be brought to ei^oy Uioao 
rich spiritual blessings wo ourselves enjoy." Another 
Jew, who was much excited on my first entering bis 
shop, soon calmed down and entered freely into con- 
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vemtion. He invited me into the house, and fetched 
downstairs a large family Bible, composed of the Old and 
Now Testamenta. and said, aa be took it oat of ito cov«r. 
" You see, I am not a bigoted Jew." I observed. " I like 
to SCO God's Word used with care, but used ; this does 
not appear to have been 08ed at all ; now let me proaant 
you with a New Testament^ such as you can carry in 
your pocktit and read at any time when you have a few 
minutes to spare." He readily acoepU-d one, and 
promised to read it, assuring me at the same time I 
must not drciua of making him a Christian; and he 
looked ooQsiderabty relieved when I told him I pro- 
fcased no power wliat«ver to do so, I left that work 
entirely to the Holy Ghost. 

' Another Jew in good circumstanceA said, " I must 
say I like your straightforwardness, and I admire your 
zeal I believe you to be prompted by the best motives ; 
bat it is a mistake altogether— you will never convert 
Jews to Christianity; tlioee whom you do convert arc 
all foreigners and starving, and then when they do 
come to die they send for the Rabbi, say the ' Shema,' 
and die Jews." I related some cases of undoubted 
conversion, to whom such motive* as those ho imputed 
to all ooold not apply ; and he Mkid, " Well, Ood forbid 
that I should Judge hlsely; perhaps some may have 
beoo sincere cases." He accepted tracts and said ha 
should be glad to soo me at any time. 

' Besides visiting from huiisc to house and shop to 
sliop daring the week, on Saturdays I have visited the 
neighbourhood of Whit«cbapel, between the time of 
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kftving the morDiDg xynagi^c semce luid rlinn«r 
time, taking with me a largo number of tracts, and was 
very qaickly siUTOundL'd hy Jews luid Jewesses auxtous 
to got a tract. On the Following Saturday I took a 
larger number, and waa soon again beneged by a crowd. 
I gftve tracts only to those who, according to my judge- 
ment, were likely to appreciate them. During the 
distribntion I heard a voice asking, " What are they you 
arc ^ving away ?" On looking around I saw a police- 
mau standing near, who had no doubt been trying to 
make it all out without intjuii^- ; but an many of the 
tracts were in Hebrew and Qennan, he was obliged to 
inquire. I replied, " Policeman, they are relipous tracts, 
the object and tendency of which arc to make bad men 
good ; and just in proportion as the people observe what 
I say to them and the tracts teach, we shall break up 
yonr profession." The officer appeared pleased with 
the remark, and the English manner in which it was 
made; and only interfered by rendering me assistance 
in the distribution of my tracts. A mcjlical student 
followed me from the crowd to have a conversation 
alone, and I thus had the opportunity of faithfully 
preaching tlio GoApcl to him. He has since written to 
me and visited me. 

' Wending my way round other street*, I came in 
contact with a bigoted, worldly-minded Jew, who 
imputed the moat unworthy motives to all who seek to 
convert the Jews, asking, "How much do you get for 
every tract you give away ! It is your buwneea, your 
professicHi.'' " Uuw unkind and unjust to make such a 
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remark, tftking the (^oixi from uodor a maa's feet by 
ODwairantablc MSOliioos. Ooo comfort is, that oar 
record is oo high, and that truth is not lees tmth 
because people will not believe. Suppose you were 
starving to death, and I were to bring yoo half a crown 
to geTbreod, would it not be unkind of yoa to insiniiat« 
that I got five abiUings for myself for every half-crown 
[ gave to another? And suppose I did, would thitt 
make the half-crown of leas value to you on that 
account?" "Oh no," he said, "not at all." " Wtll 
then, the nU'ation of the Qospel 1 ofTer to yoa is not 
ftflflcted in the slightest degree, cither in its importance 
or absolute necessity, by the motive or circomstaneos 
under which it may be preeentod to you. You are a 
sinner, you know it, and God knows it^ and God saya, 
The soul that sinnotb, it aball dte." 

' He softened down considerably, but appeared to 
winh to avoid the point of my remarks; so on seeing 
another Jew coming along the street, he said to mo, 
"Nowhere is a clever fellow ooniing, I will introduce 
you to him — he is a wicked fellow, if yoa can do him 
any (?x)d it will bo wull." On his approach I offered 
him a tract, and kindly asked his acceptance of it; he 
took it, held it in his hand, and looking steadily at me 
asked, " Wluit docs it mean ? " I rvpliod, "I am a man 
whuHO hr-urt Qod has touched with a feeling of love to 
my fellow-men, and I have left my home to come into 
the streets to speak solemnly and affectionately oo 
matters which relate to God, the soul, and eternity." 
He said, " I must admire your zeal, but I am on infidel." 



Ih Season and Oi;t op Season 



71 



' I drew ft little closer to him and eaid, " I am very 
grieved to bear you make sucli a 8tat«ment,'' and 
entered into a close und earnest convenation with him, 
during which I contrasted the state of heart and future 
pro«pect« of the professed infidel, though a learned man, 
with the state of heart and future prospects of the poor 
carman who poesessea a knowledge of salvation by the 
remissioQ of una, and a Scriptural hope of everlasting 
life in heaven, though an unlettered man. He said. 
"You have read me my history for years pwit. My 
father was a Jew, my mother a Chnstian; I woa 
brought up partly Jew, partly Gentile, but am neither 
a Jew nor Chnstian, and am spiritually wretched." 
Finding him possessed of some knowledge of Hebrew, 
I quoted and expounded the 53rd of Isaiah. He looked 
at me in amazement; the language itself appeared to 
produce a magical effect, and the truth seemed to take 
hold of his heart. He asked, " Who are you ! where do 
you come from ? If Christian miniHt«rs would come 
and seek us out like this, there would be fewer infidels 
than there are." I gave him my name and address, 
and he gave me his own, promising if I would write to 
him or visit bim, he would go to any pari of London 
to hear me preach. On parting he said with emotion, 
"Sir, I regard my meeting with you aa ao era in my 
exisieDce, and thank God and you for this con- 
versttlioa."' 



CHAPTER VIII 
Eight Years of Toil 

(1869-1867) 

IT would obviously be oat of place to record everj- detail 
of John WUkinaon's labours during the n«xi eight 
years, seeing tliat they were of the character that 
baa been already fully deacribed. The first outstanding 
itnpreasion ia the great number of places in the United 
Kingdom \'iaited and the meetings held, evincing Mr. 
Wilkinson's great phyaical vitality and energy, tenacity 
of purpose, and nntiring zeal. When ve find him 
delivering twenty-six addresseR in twenty-fiix days in 
nineteen different towns, we can understand that he 
could not give each audience fresh matter. But to have 
done 80 would not only have been unoecnsBry, ii would 
have caused him to fail largely in his life's miasua. 

The insistence on one great but much neglected set 
of truths liefore ever-new gatlierinj;^ of people led my 
dear father to intuitively memoriHe a great many ad- 
mirable aphorisms and forms of expression, which he 
constantly repeat«d. So it came that, while he from 
hifl well stored mind had always sometliing fresh to 
give, there was also much that had been given before, 
even tu the satnc words. To this repetition my father 
attributed much of his success in presenting Qod's truth 
about InrAol. 
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"Sam," he once said to m«. " you aim too much at giving 
fresh matter in your addreesoa ; Ivani a lesson from your 
father: repeat, rtptat, repeat, till the truth takc« hold." 

tit. Wilkinsoa acquired another churactcristic in thoae 
years o£ facing new coogregationa oE peoplo to pre«ont 
what was to them new and unpopular truth. No doubt 
this chsracteriAtic was natural to him, but it developed 
noder the almost unique work which God had uaaigued 
him. I refer to bis clear and sympathetic style of 
reasoning, always addressed to, never at, his audience, 
gaining at once their confidence and their mental amenb. 
How many preachers and teacheni »yst«nuitically burke 
great and important questions for feur of being thought 
faddy; and how many othcra who have the courage 
to step off the beaten track, and declare their inde- 
pendent convictions, acquire the reputation of being 
faddista, l>ecaaAe they lack the power to produce con- 
vicUoQ in their hearent. No one lias ever to my 
knowledge spoken of my father as a faddist or crank : 
the Jewish subject never ko absorbed him as to narrow 
his sympathy with, or warp his judgement upon, a great 
variety of subjects. His mental range was wide, as all 
win testify who enjoyed his conversation ; but the Jewish 
cause waa his life-messaga And as he fixed Iiis eyes 
directly upon the eyes of the person he was addressing, 
or upon the faces of his public audience, he seldom 
failed to command their whole and undivid<»l attention ; 
or so to meaanre their cast of mind and attitude to 
Jewish truth as to carry them witli him in his exposi- 
tion of Qod's Word conoemiog IsraeL 

And here we light on another outstanding feature of 
John Wilkioson's long and unique miniatry : bis forte 
waa uxpoeiiion. Somelitnot touching anecdote, often 
bufflOQr, very occasionally a wonl-pictore or a Bight of 
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rhetoric ; but alwajre his strongest line was the lins oE 
Scripturft] argument 

And th«ro u, ag:un, another feature of his work. 
d«velopo(], if not gained, in the coontlees bomee thron|;b- 
out the oountry, that he entered es guest in the course 
of his itinorationfi. Very often ministers or publio men 
were invitod to meet him ; but not always have 
ministers the faculty, or even always the desire, of 
reeeaing the conversation of the sodcty in which they 
find themselves from unedifying jokes or personal! tic«. 
Ikly father studied the art of lifting the drawing-room 
or table talk to a higher level ; and knew how, without 
monopolizing the conversation, to make the house-party 
interested in the great cjucstions of Israel's odl and 
Ltroel's evangelization. 

Having said so much, I must also add that my beloved 
father not only carried bleasiag into numerous home 
circles, but through these long years of indefatigable 
labour received much blessing from those whose guest 
he woa Here be, a man of humble origin and simple 
tastes, imbibed the influencea of refinement and breeding, 
and learned how to retain the brightness of youth with- 
out losing the sense of the solemnity of life. 

Each year of the eight from I8S9 to 1867 was devoted 
partly to labour among Jews in London — by individual 
conversation in shop and street — and partly in travel- 
ling all over England, Scotland, Ireland, Wales, the Isles 
of Man and Wight, preaching and lecturing, urging 
Christians to take interest in the salvation of Israel, 
and urging sinnera to accept salvation in the Lord 
Jeaua. About four months of each year were given to 
London, and tlie remaining eight months to travel. Mr. 
WilkinRon travelled thus about 10,000 miles a year, 
spoke in public sixteen to twenty hours a week, and 
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quite as much in prirate; he was received kindly by 
eight or ten evangelical denominations. In both depart- 
menta — Jews and Christians — the work was laborious 
and unpopular, in some cases opposed by Christians ; but 
it was £e]t to be a work dear to the heart of the Lord 
Jeeufi, and consequently the most blessed employment 
on the face of the earth. 

It was not travelling in the interest of a Society, 
but rather in the interest of a cause under the auspices 
of a Society. Mr. Wilkinson's lending obj(?ct was to 
arouse Scriptural interest in the Jews, by expounding 
the revealed purpose of God concerning them: leading 
Christians, by kindness, to discharge a debt of justice 
for wrongs inBicted on the Jews; to pay u debt of 
gratitude for priceless blessings received through the 
Jews; and to secure iu Uic couvcnion of Jews th» most 
religious and talented enemies of the Oospcl as the 
most distinguished preuchvD and missionaries to the 
workL People were not pressed to give money ; the 
cause, and not the voioo, brought the prcsHurc. Collec- 
tions were in uuiny cases very liberal, and donations and 
subscriptions followed ; so that many thousands of pounds 

ssed through Mr. WilVinson's hands, as cheerful 
rgivors committed them to him "for Christ's sako," 
llieae sums he passed over to the head<)nartcrs of the 
British Society in Loodon. 

H«ro I pause to notice another foatnro of father's 
character. The handling of large sums of money i>l 
Christian and philanthropic enterprise sometimes leads, 
eTOQ among the best of people, to more or less carelees- 
nesa in the keeping of account« or in the carrying out 
of donors' wishes. Cleamen and promptncRs, a fine 
tense of iKinour and stewardship, always marked Ur. 
tV^ilkioson's handling of money. All his diaried notes 
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and personal aoconnt books bear evidfince of this. Hade 
op years ago, they ooald be easily audited to-day. His 
periodical financial 8tat«menta to his Society wpto as 
complete and lacid as hi^ handwriting at that time was 
legible and bold. 

Even then, the principle of spontanoous individual 
gift an prompted by the love of Jesus was taking hold- 
But Mr. Wilkinson had not yet seen that it was a more 
oicellent way than that of collections and subscriptioD 
lists. In one town a gentleman wrote as follows: 

'Mr. WiiJtivsov, Rever£KI> Sir, — I am a^amcd to 
aay that the enclosed is the first pound I ever gave 
towarde the spiritual life of the people to whom ooder 
God I owe the Book of Life. I am not rich, but believe 
it is given to One who returns unsought the good 
interest I was a listener to your earnest words last 
night, and hope through coming days to be the poeseaeor 
ot eameat feeling towm-ds the vian-deffradtd but God- 
honoured Jew. Oo on, go on, and may God speed the 
caase, is the prayer of a brother in Christian bonds." 

At the same place some three or four pcntons profe!<8ed 
to trust iu the Lord Jesus for salvation at an after 
meeting. 

At the close of a meeting in Edinburgh a working 
man hastily left the building and returned almost 
broathlc^ with five one p^iund Scotcli noti'S. 

*■ Whut name ? " asked Mr. Wilkinson. 

" No name," the man rcplieil — " it's for the cause." 

In one small town in Cornwall a poor woman brought 
her little bag of pence, which contained the savings of a 
penny a week throughout the year. On the hag was 
written: "The Lord's offering bag for the Jews; one 
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penny a week." Id after years she made her penny 
Uiree-halfpence a week, then twopence, then tJireepenco, 
tlieu fourpence, then fivepence, and the laat time Mr. 
Wilkinson saw her she had twenty-six shillings in her 
bag — sixpence a week for the whole year, and living on 
parish relief ! 

First visits to placea where no iatcrcst in the Jews 
existed often severely tried tlie missionary's faith; but 
blessing and encoaragement from ths Lend never failed. 

At one town in Westmoreland, where a meeting wag 
held, Mr. Wilkinson waited throe quarters of an hour for 
an audience ; then camo iu one old man of eighty years of 
age. After awhilo two or three youugt-r persona came, 
and the meeting waa opened with a hymn and prayer. 
Hr. Wilkinson spoke for nbuut an hour, and at the close 
there were ten persons prtwent. lie said, " We will have 
no collection; butif anyone would like to give a few pence 
08 a freewill oSering to the cause, they ore free to do 
aa" One girl gave two shillings and sixpence, another 
one shilling, in all about five or six shillings. Four 
nights after this, at another town, several hundroda 
attended, and £15 was given in one collection, besides 
a gold ring being put on the plate. 

Thus in fair weather and foul, sowing beside all waters, 
nvitlier over elated by success nor unduly depressed by 
apparent failure, the missionary plodded on. On 6tli 
Deoeaiber 16C2 the following entry stands in his diary : 

"niirty-eight years of age to-day. How rapidly the 
yeam roll sway ! O my God, help me to improve the 
time a« it flies I 1 am Thine, Thy servant. Thy child ; 
Than art mine — my Lord, my Father, my Saviour. O 
blessed Lorrl Jesus, how sweet to work in Thy cause and 
Kingdouit Keep mc nvftr to Thee: help me to copy 
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Tbioe example : to keep Thy prccepU : to breathe Thy 
B[Hrit: to work for Thy glory: to resist t4>niptatioD : to 
overoome the world ; and make me perfect in that lore 
which is the fulfilling of the law ! ' 

During tho following year. 1868 (6th July), Mr. 
Wilkinson addnwMd 1500 to SOOO people in the lietro- 
politan Tabernacle, the lat« 0. H. Spurgoon bein^in the 
chair. Hi« subject wa», " The case of the Jew : is ii 
hopeless or hopeful ?" Hr. Spurgcon mid. "If any man 
was ever sent by Qod to the Jewo, surely onr friend han 
been so wnt. aad we wish him God &pcod." Before the 
Tabernacle wan built, Mr. Wilkinmu had preached for 
Mr. Spurgeon in the chapel in New Park Street Mr. 
Spnrguon, it will be remembered, warmly commended 
my father's work Israel my Glory towards tJie cloae 
of his life ; and its chapter on the Passover gave him Uu 
aabject-matter for one of hia latest sormona, known •■ 
"The Shank-bone sermon." 

Another note in the journal of 1863 records an event 
c^ comridersble importance to the writer of thiH volume. 
On the 26th of November, wliilc preaching at Pembroke, 
Mr. Wilkinson received the telegram, "A fine boy last 
night All well, thank God" 

The following remarkable ca«o of Jewish conversion 
ia from tho diary of 1864. Mr. Wilkinson had many 
frienda — lifu-Iunj^ and intimate friends — in the town of 
Newark. On Ids arrival there to preach anniversary 
sermons, these fricnd-i informed him of a Jew of marked 
individuality, strong will, well vcnKd in the Hebrew 
Biblo and in Tolmudical lore ; indeed, a sort of typical 
Jew. Z^ct inc stand bock for my father to complete the 
story in his inimitable way : 

'The friends also told me that this Jew hod strongly 



Eight Years op Toil 



79 



opposed, M Dnscriptunl, the doctrine of Hie Trinity. 
Ho cftmo; I Minted him in Hebrew with — " fiuivr, O 
Israel, the Lord our God ia One Johovfth." 

■ He said, " That is my creed ! " 

•Irepiied, "It ismino!" 

'"Then ytm are a Jew," said he. 

'" No, I am a Christian." 

' ** But yea believe in Uiree Gods," said he. 

'"No, I believe in One only." 

' " But you believe in a Trinity." 

'"Yee, aadso ought you, and 8o would you if you 
believed in the Qod of Israel as revealed in your Old 
TeBtantent Scriptures." 

' This led to houre of conversation at intervals on the 
Trinity, oa the Deity of the Messiah, on the meaning of 
the PrioHthood and saeriiicos of the Mosaic law ; and on 
the at<Hung Bufferings of the Messiah as necessary to 
fulfil Scripture, and in order to render possible the 
salvation of sinners. He attended the eervioos oa 
Sunday and the meeting on Monday. We had a long 
walk and talk together on Monday morning. He came 
to aee me on Tuesday morning before I left the town. 
We were just about to have family worship. We asked 
him if he had ever been present at family worship 
among Christians, " No," he replied. " Will you join 
ns now 7 " He assented, only that he as a Jew must be 
permitted to stand, and not kneel, and that be must be 
allowed to cover his head with his skull-cap during 
prayer. We pourod out our hoarte to Qod iu pr«yer for 
his conveniion. 
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' When wo rose from our lute«« we found him betray* 

iog reluctantly great emotion. I graiq>ed his hand and 

said, " I have got you in one eye, and another Jew in 
the other eye." 

' " Who U the other ? " he a»kt-d. 

' " Saul of Tarsufi ; and an long as my faith ia strong 
in the reality of Saul'a eonver«on, I will never doubt 
the possibility of years." 

' He replied, " iDipossible." 

'■■NotwithGod/'Iaaid. 

' He indignantly replied, " If anyone 8hoald tell me 
that I should ever become a believer in the Nazarene, if 
it vere not for oonrtosy's sake I would spit in liis face." 

' " But you will not spit in mine, will you I even if 
you do, I will not return the compliment." 

' Ha replied, " No. I will not, I believe you love the 
Jews; but you ore a dangerous man on that account, 
and I will warn our people to keep clear of you." 

' " And wc will pray for you." 

'Three or four of us in his presence took each other 
by the hand and pledged ourselves to each other, and 
in the presence of God, that wo would daily pray for 
the coDversiou of this Jew. We separated. I returned 
to London. About three week.<t aft«r, on leaving my 
study, where I bad been praying for him, I found on 
my breakfast table a letter from one of the Newark 
friends announcing the conversion of this Jew, and 
adding,*" Glory l>e to God." My heart also joined in 
praise to God. 

' He came to 8ce me at several towns where I held 
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meetiDga, aa at Lincoln, Grantliam, and Boston, whoro 
he bore public tastimoDy to bin faith iu Chriat. I bad 
him also for two or tbrcc days at my bouse in London, 
and publicly b«ptued bim in Mildmay. Before bis 
bftptism bo woo a Jew for Christ, and it seemed that 
Qod was qualifying and preparing bim for missionary 
work. I spoke to an excellent secretary on his behalf. 
The reply was, " No funds," My dear wife and I 
united in asking tbe Lord for £50 on hia behalf, and I 
would send him to Collie until the Lord opened Home 
sphere of service. A gentleman who bad heard of this 
case called to see me, and, without my naming any 
sum, gave me a cheque for £50. We knelt aiid praised 
and prayed together. I took tbi» as a token that I 
might send the Jew to College at once, and that Qod 
would supply all further need. The needs for College 
expenses, and for support of wife and two children, 
amounted in the course of two years to over £300. By 
voluntary offerings God nent in all, and, when I 
balanced accounts, I had seven or eight pounds over. 
Evaty penny of the balance I gladly gave to tbe hus- 
band in the interest of wife and children. He tias evcr 
BiDCS bsan a verj* able and useful misiiionAry, and haa 
won many Jewish and Qentile souls to Christ.' 

In the diary of 1&65 we find the following entries: 

'&pf. 13. Married Maggie, my wife's sister, to Mr. 
Jadson, of High Wycombe ; and prc^ded at their 
wedding breakfast at my own house. May tlie God of 
Jaracl shower blessings on tlie uuioo.' 
6 
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'fiapt. 17. Alt«nclcd the cooscci-aiion of a private 
ayu^jogae (Poitogueee) at Spencer House, Essex Road : 
my little boy Heoiy taking part tn the ceremooy by 
bolding a ligliUid candle and marching in procesition.' 

On l.lth Januai^- 1866, Mr. Wilktnsoa, in the course of 
his unceaiiiiig travels, left Loudon again for the soath- 
iveet of England. 

Thus stands the entry for that date : 

'Left Paddington at 10 a.m., joined the 11.15 expraM 
at Swindon, doe at Falmouth 10.45 p.m. In comeqiUDM 
of rain and a rapid thaw after the rocent heavy fall of 
snow, the railway and fields were grvatly flooded, espo- 
cially below Bridgewnter. Half a mile below Collump- 
ton, the line waa washed away. People ran up the line 
to the station, had danger signals hoisted a few minutes 
before our express train arrived, and our engine-driver 
Buoceeded in bringing the train to a sUmd — for a minute 
or two more and the train, which was going rapidly 
down a decline, would have been dLniiilod. Thua God 
has "compassed us about with songs of dehverance." 
After waiting an hour we returned to Taunton. The 
town wan flooded, and I ooald not get to the house of 
my friend, the Rev, S. Wilkinson ; so went on to an 
hotel and ultimately found my way to Christian friends, 
and spent a quiet, thankful, and happy Sabbath. Left 
Taunton on Monday morning at S.I9 a.m. The damage 
below Collumpton had been repcured by a single line. 
'ITie greatest danger, however, was within a mile of 
Exeter; here the line had been completely washed 
away, and we had to change and cross by planks. 
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Telegraph posts and wimi wvr» blown down ID «U 
directioDs, m that J could sviid do moeKsgo up to 
London or down to Fulmouth til! 1 r«achi»l Truro, 
within half sn hoar's ride of Falmouth ; bat I arrived 
houFH before the telegram was delivered. I found the 
trieods in great anxiety, and the number at tlie meeting 
lMMn«d by the uncertainty.' 

In 1867, Mr. Yonge, Docretaij- of the Britieh Society 
for the Propagation of tlie Ooepcl amcmg the Jews, 
passed away. Mr. WilkinKon had had much and dose 
contact with him from the day of his acceptance as a 
candidate iar missionary training, deeply respected Lim, 
and felt hia loss giiwtly. On 16th Aogust 1867 be 
writes: 

'This morning I ran up from Deal to pay a last 
tribute of rmpcct to dear Mr. Yonge's character and 
work, both as a clovot«d Christian and aa the efficient 
and highly valued secretary of the British Jews' 
Society. lie was interred to-day at one o'clock in the 
Kensal Green Cemetery. Present among others, T. 
Chambere, M.P.; Dr. Schulhof ; Revs. Dr. Schwartz, Dr. 
Koppel, Dr. Ginsburg, Dr. Weir, John Gill. J. Wiplich, 
A. Matthews, Furst, Tucker, etc. etc." 

The cloning weeks of 1867 were spent in bu^ 
miniMr>- in Ireland. Dublin, Sligo, Droghoda, Belfast, 
Kingstown. Wicklow, Tullamore, Roecrea, Cork, and 
Athlone were vifdted, and many more friends won for 
Isrmel's cause. The graphic note under 13th Decvinber 
is as follows: 

'Arrived about 8 p.m. in Cork, when tialf a dosea 
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cumen, like bo many dogs, ecmnbled for my Inggaga 
sad quarrelled fearfolly.' 



The early days of 1668 were given to Toiqnay, 
Kingsbridge, Plymouth, and other towns in the soath- 
west Bat now we come to a pause in the toil, through 
a longer joamey than any heretofore. 



CHAPTER IX 
Palestine 

<1868) 

PALESTINE and the East now lie within the track 
of the holiday Boekcr sad toariat Thouaands go 
every year. Deecriptive acoounta have become 
'HDmon — almoet commoDplace. Bat special circuin- 
^tuiBttt or the visit of Rome Rpecial personality, will 
still invest the story of travel in Palestine with all ito 
original charrn. Mr. Wilkinson's story is of that char- 
acter. Firstly, his unique ministry on Israel's behalf 
malcos hiB observations on the land of Israel of eX' 
eeptJODAi iDterost; secondly, he travelled with the iirst 
conducted porty of tonrisls that (so far m we know) 
ever left this country for an Eastern tour. The world- 
famed loarist a^Qcy of Cook's was unborn. Mr. Henry 
Ooze of Soattiauipton first conceived and carrii-d out 
the idea of such a journey. The party left Loudon in 
Febroary 1868, and travelling; via Paris crostied the 
Hoot Cenis Pass to Switzerland and Italy, and sailed 
from Brindisi to Alexandria. Cairo and the PjTamid.t, 
Memphis and Suex, having been visited, they took boat 
to Jaffa. There was no Jerusalem -Jaffa railroad then; 
there were no carriage roads evcD, no European hotels, 
no cfliriagcs or other convenionees for traveller^. Never* 
thetess the programme of places waa as comprebenaive 
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AS ID most modem touni. Bat we most not anticipate 
the story. 

Tho party consisted of eleven gentlemen : Ur. Henty 
Gaze o£ Southampton, concluctor ; Rev. Mr. Sykwi, M.A., 
of HwwJingley, near Leeds; — Andrewfl, EeK\., Ix>ndon, 
— Oroerea, Esq., London ; Jas. Sutclilfe, Efiq., Bocup ; 
Jahl Wood, Emj., B.A., Sonthport (afterwards Mayor of 
Southport); James Omerod, Esq., Boobdale; Thomas 
Barlow. Eitq., B.Sa, Bolton (now Sir Thomas Barlow, 
Physician to the King); Mr. John Ashworth, Rochdale; 
Mr. Smith, ileywood; Rev. John Wilkinson. 

The following notes are from Mr. WilkiosoD's diaiy 
ol travel : 

•F^>ruary &th. 1868. Left Ludgatc Hill tAaAioa lA 
7.30 a.m. this morning hy the London, Chatham, and 
Dover lino ; had about one and a half hours on the sea, 
and was terribly sick, though the eea waa not more than 
ordinarily rough. . . . We had refreshment at Uie Calais 
station, and created coimidorahlo amusemont in making 
ourselves understood, one of our party insisting that 
everyone must necessarily be stupid who would not 
speak English. 

'Friday, February 7//t. The drizzling rain of yestw 
day passed awny, and this morning opened in sunny 
splendour, which continued throughout the day as wo 
joumoyed froin Paris to Mo^on, 275 inil<«. . . . 

'Saturday, Htli. Out of bed about 4.30 B.m.; a sub- 
stantial breakfast, and off to tbc station, Ma^n to Caloz, 
a distance of 73J milra ; thunce to St. Michel . another 73 J 
miles, where we arrived about 2 o'clock, oud prepared to 
leave by diligence about 3.40 for Sues, ecTOss Mout Cunia 
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naving hftJ onr portmanteaux packed on the back part 
of our diligence, wc took our placus, some in the body of 
the convcyimco, tvro or tbrco othcro in tbs coup4 with 
glaffl in front, and Mr. Sutciiffo, Sir. Wood, and I in the 
upper covered part behind the driver, the guard com- 
fortably enscoucing hiuiBvlt in a comer by onr sido. 
packing himself suugly in fura and skins, with an air 
coahion and a pipe for hia eq>eci&I comfort. Threu 
diligences, each with seven horses, started at the same 
time, and presented an impoRing appearance. 

' We wound onr way amongst mountains piled on 
moantaina, covered witli deep snow, which brought out 
into bold relief scen&q of indeecribabte grandeur, under 
the soft and mellow light of a full moon. Tons of io» 
hanging gracefully over projecting rocks, presented a 
ringularly beautiful appearance. Arriving at Lans le 
Bourg, the scene changed. Travellers and baggage must 
all be tamed out and take to sledges and mulea We 
formed a picturesque group of five idedgea in single file, 
each being drawn by one horse and five mulea. The cold 
was so intense that some of us were glad to walk up 
rising ground ; but aa we desMnded the mountains we 
travelled at a fearful .ipeed, but., by God's blosung. in 
perfect safety. On arriving at a village a few milea 
from Soso, we again entered dtligeoces. and arrived at 
Sosa in safety about 4 a.m., and, after esaminaUon of 
luggage, at Turin at 7 a.ro. on Sunday morning. We 
all regretted haviug to travel on any part of the Lord's 
day, but we could not avoid it. . . . After rest and 
retirement we met at dinner at 1 o'clock, and had an 
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Eogltsh service in one of our bedrooma at 7. ... It is 
4 iDftU«r of DO smftll gratificAtion that the gentlemen 
OOmpoaing our purty. thou};h belonging to differeot 
denominations, are of one mind as to the propriety of 
tegulurly giving tlianks at our mealx, and observing 
family worship in the evening, when we have singing, 
reading, and prayer.' 

Prom Turin, after a brief stay, the party travelled to 
Bologua, Ancona, and thence to BriitdiAi, whence they 
took aliip to Alexandria. Very graphic and interesting 
notes were made on all these placca, aa well as on th« 
sea passage. The next diary extract reprodaoed here 
describes the visit to the Pyramids from Cairo: 

'Saturday, Febntai-y 22nd. The picture of the party 
on donkeys was amusing; the donkeys ran very much 
where they liked, and, of course, occasionally too close 
to each other for the comfort of the rider. Several of 
Q8 were thrown duriug the day, bat no one hurt. On 
arriving at the Q^iizcli Pyramids, the Sheikh, and nearly 
the entire village of men and boys, came out to offer 
their services, sell old coins, and worry for baksheesh. 
Four shillings each was paid to the Sheikh for the 
services of ids people ; the noiso increased as we began 
to ascend, each one attended by throe men, one pulling 
at each hand and one pushing from behind. The sun 
was intensely hot, and the strides of from 4 to 6 feet high 
made the ascent for short legs a very fatiguing one. A 
boy with a jar of water attended each gentleman, and 
wanted baksheesh each time he gave a drink. 

' The men, to eocourage us in the ascent, kept on saying. 
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" Qood gontlcmaa I Hurrah I Jock and Jitl west up the 
liill." etc. I feared sovoral times I iniwt give it up, but 
OD I went and succeeded. Mr. Sykes watt the only on« 
who turned back. On reaching the top we bad a 
splendid view of the country for many miles distnnt. 
Some of oa, lik« other foolish people, left our initials 
CHI the top, cut in the stone. On the summit we sang 
" Jesos shall reign," and " Qod save the Queen." The one 
we ascended wa-s the Cheops, 32 feet square at tlie top, and 
is said to have taken 366,000 idcq twcuty years to bnild. 

' As we descended, tliu men k«pt on praising themselves 
as the best mcu, but I told them X would not give them 
a farthing till wo got down. I went inside, but was 
almoet suffocated with the dust and want of air, and 
was obliged to return. Then we had quite a scene ; a 
regular yelling for baksheush, which wo could scarcely 
pacify, even though wv ultimately gave each man about 
6a., besides the 48. wliich had already been paid. . . , 
We took our lunch under palm trees, and enjoyed the 
quiet shade and refrcsliment. . . . We rode off . . . mileis 
of sand on one ride of us, and on the other aide vegetation 
by the overflowings of the Kile, paasing alao water-mekm 
plantations and the thick broad>leaved tobacco plant. 

' It was now 5 o'clock ; we were several of ua too tired 
to ride much farther, and walk we ooutd not We 
crawled along somehow or other, leading oar donkeys, 
for four or five miles, calling at a little hamlet by the way- 
side for a drop of water, which we gladly drank from a 
filthy jar, the children, even big girls, being almost naked 
from hc«d to foot* About 7 o'clock we rcachod a dirty 
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villdf^, where about a hundred dogB greeted us with m- 
CMsani barking, from the ntrect, from tJie doorways, and 
froni the housetops. Here we enc;nged two or three boat- 
men to take in down the Nile a« fnr o» old Csiro, about 
i«n miloe distunt^ On we walkcl throuj^h thoiimndM of 
palm trees in the durk to the riveinido ; in a few minutea 
we were on board, donkeys and all I threw myself 
down in the bottom of the boat, hecdleas of dirt or 
anything; else. Several others followed my example. 
We covered ourselves with coat« and mgs as well as 
we could, for the night was cold . . . We ran aground 
two or three times, but ultimately reached old Cairo 
about lO.HO p.m. 

We had now to remount our donkeys and ride three 
or four milra to our hotel. I had scarcely been lifted 
on my donkey, when I fell off with a crash and hurt my 
elbow. After thtflTadroB (the f^ido) kept close by my 
side and led the donkey till we reached the hotel, when 
Mr. Gaze and I had to bo lifted off bodily and assisted 
into the house, and. after a cup of tea, owiiifted upstairs. 
I stayed indoors all Sunday, too tired and stiff to move 
ouL This prevented my going to soc Mim Whateley's 
school and visiting the Jews, which I bad so eameftUy 
desired. Spent the day in reading the Scripturee and 
praynr, in writing to my dear wife, and in the ovonini; 
expoiioded the llth chapter to the Itomuna, after 
which Mr. Wood informed me that he must Ix-eomo a 
subscriber to the Jewish cause. . . . 

' On arriving at Suez ... wo saw the working in 
the eoDstrucUou of the Sues Canal Some say it is a piece 
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of gigsntie folly, and can never eitceeed ; othen, tlittt lb 
most succeed, and will bo ono of the wonders o£ lliisoge. 
We engaged a boat at once to go out on the R«d Sea. 
Whilst ID the wat«r a boat four times aa larg« an our 
own ran into our mde, and we were amaxed that wo 
were not capsized. The fdde of our boat wha somewhat 
broken, but by God's merciful care wc were prtserved 
from all harm beyond a little fright Wc saw distinctly 
the two nngea of mountains which arc supposed to 
have shut in Israel when the Egyptian hosta pursued 
them, and the waters were divided for their deliverance. 
Our minds were deeply impressed, as we seemed just io 
the presence of the miraculous. . . . 

•Friday, Feibrwxry 28(A. We arrived off Jaffe, and 
anchiN«d about a mile from tlie shore. Immediately ft 
numb6rofboata,mannedby wild Arabs, came onttomeet 
us : the waves dashed them one a^^inst another. Bargain! 
had to be mode with these while they wvrc shouting 
and yelling at each other, tumbling over each other's 
boats: a scene beycmd description. At length terms 
were made, and gentlemen and luggage were literally 
tombted off the steamer's side into the boat deep down 
below. I threw my things down pell-mell and jumped 
down, and was caught by two Arabs, whose strong arms 
I needed to support me. . . . The men now quietly set 
off, singing an Arab monotone, and dashed smartly on 
the erest of a targe wave through a narrow passage 
between high rocks, and safely brought us to land. . . . 
^An officer demanded oor passports. Having shown him 
mine, he said to me, " Give me money." I gave him an 
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eornOBt look, bat not ft penny. . . . We wftlked along the 
nifUD Btreetof Jafia to the outskirts oE the tovm, irhere, 
OD elevat«d ground belonging to the Tice-Coosul, 
Ur. Kyatt, we pitched our tents for the night, and had 
our firAt experience of tent life. . . . \VbiUt dinner was 
preparing, we went off to see the house ot Simon the 
Turner, where Peter had lodged, and wont oo the top 
of the hoose where he had his remarkable vision. We 
climbed to the roof hy steps inside the house. . . . 

'On Saturday morning, Hio 2JHh February, Mr. Kyatt 
took Ur. Wood and me into the synagogue which 
adjoined his house. The Jews had much leea of order 
and reverence in their service than may be observed in 
England. We had not time to say much, as wo were 
about starting for Jerusalem. Hotbcs wore rapidly 
selected, and I took one left by all, a most ^iciooa beast. 
I was afraid he would throw me the first few minutes, 
and so I believe he would. Mr. Kyatt came on the 
scene to see uh ofT, and I named the case to him. He 
saw to it at once, and the dragomin found me another, 
a quiet and safe, though not a very fast one. . . . About 
half-past nine o'clock we mounted our prandng steeds 
. , . and soon bi-gan our experience of Palestine roods : 
mud knee-deep for a considerable distance, after a three 
weeks' rain. We halted beyond Ramlch, the ancient 
Arimathea, and had lunch under a ehady tree near a 
Mohammedan burial-ground, the mountains of Ephraim 
before UH. We had observed Lydda in the foreground 
on our left, and after a glorious sunset — one blaze of 
glory — we erected our tents for the night at Bab-el- 
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Wady, the entrance to a deep mountain gorge. Some 
wished to go ou iQ the morning to Jerusalem ; bot we 
ultimately decided that whenever we bad the entire 
control over our travelling, we would rest on the 
Sunday. Ood hnd so graciously prospered our way that 
wc felt it would be ungrateful on our part not to rest 
and worship Him ; and indeed some of us cherished a 
wholesome fear lest His blessing might bo withdrawn. 
It cost ua each £1 extra to stay, and we paid it 

'Sumla^, Mamft l»t, 1868. Holy service morning 
and evening. I expounded the 12dth pHalm, and read 
the ISlst and 122nd; Mr. Aahworth spoke in the even- 
ing from "the effectual fervent prayer of a righteous 
man avaiteth much." Our first Snoday in the Holy 
Land, spent among the quiet hills, was a happy Sabbath 
to TU alt, and we continued our jounicy with refrvshod 
body and spirit. 

'Monday, March ind. We struck our tents and 
marched on towards the Holy City. . . . We soon came 
on to Kaiyet-el-&ub, or the ancient Kirjath-jearim, a 
BofaHtoiitial atone-hnilt village on the hillside, on which 
rested the ark in the boose of Abinadab twenty years, 
and from which David fetched it to Jerusalem. . . . We 
passed on to Eolonieh, and had our loncli under the 
abady olive trees close by. The little village of flat- 
roofed eottugea is surrooiwJed with terraced orchards and 
vine^'ards, the hill-tops rising high above thom, and the 
dark belts of olives almoat filling the deep glens below. 
Two or three patriarchal Jews and some youths, each 
with the Polish Jews' sidolocks hanging down the sides 
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of the face, were nbting under olive tre«sOD the opposite 
aide of the toad. Tbcy had oome out from Jerosalem 
to welcome to the Holy City a learned Babbi from 
BosBio. I had a little conversation with them, ily 
ezpresBioDa of love to Israel and my quotations and 
teioarks on the 1st and 2nd Psalms were kindly 
received, tiJl I began to quote tlie 53rd chapter ol 
Iscuab ; and then a shadow came over the old man's 
face, and the subject seemed aa unwelcome as the 
doctrine of the Measiah'a second coming in to many 
Christians. 

• . . . Arrived before the Holy City, we found our 
tents already pitched on the north-weHt side, near to 
the large and magnificent Russian establishment . . . 
and on the ground on which the Aasyriaus eueamped, 
and also the Roman armies under Titus, and near to 
which many believe was the site of Calvary. On first 
gazing upon tho Uoly City, a crowd of hallowed asoocia- 
tions so filled tho mind and impi-i.<«ised the heart tluvt I 
coald not refrain from weeping, and bad to hattily nuh 
behind my tent to ^ve vent to my pent-up feotings in 
a loud aob, which was a positive relief. . . . We then 
ran down to the Holy Sepulchre, and hastily passed 
Uirough the Latin, Greok, Armenian, Copt^ and Chaldean 
part& A great number of Russian pilgrims were there, 
who had come to spend Easter in Jenu^lem. These 
pilgrims were engaged in the most idolatrous devotion 
— kifwing pictures and crossing thcmsclvvs. I retired 
to a comer of the building and otfcrud silent pruyvr that 
the times of the tieutiles might soon doae, auJ the 
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viour come again luid parg« out all tbo»o abomiitations 
practised in His Noino. . . . 

"... Our first night in Jerusalem wait very bright. 
, . . The dogs barked and bowled fearfully all night. I 
again and again left my tent to throw stoaee at th«m, 
which difiperaed thoui only for a few minutea. 

'The next morning we were early astir, rode round 
by the Damascus gate, across the valley of Jehosbaphut, 
to the Church of the Aoceosion on Mount Olivet, . , , 
We Uiea descended and entered the garden of Gctb- 
nmano. Eight old olive treee still 8tan<l in the garden. 
. . . Havlag taken flowers given U8 by the old monk 
in charge, wo went down the valley to Absalom's pillar, 
and each threw a stone, as do the Jews, iato the hole in 
the upper part, to show contempt for filial diaobedieuce. 
We then passed along the rugged valley to the fount of 
the Virgin, ha\-ing the village of Sitoab on our loft; 
then on to the pool of Siloam, in which a man was 
enjoying tJie luxury of a bath, which he seemed to need. 
The moruiug was warm, and we envied hiui. We 
retuniod by the Tyropean valley, leaving the well of 
Joab at the juDctioD of the valley of Jeltoahapbat and 
Hinnom ; then climbed to Mount Zion on the right by 
a steep wiudiog and stony road, very difficult for onr 
borsee to asoco'l We ^amod the Zioo Gate, the 
Armenian burial-ground outaide the gate, the Tomb c^ 
David, House of Caiaplias. aud the "U|^r Rooul" 
FMBiDg ilie south-west comer of the walls, and leaving 
the valley of Qihon, with ita lower and upper pools, oa 
oar Ittiit and the windmill aud almshouses of Sir Uosoa 
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Uontefiore, w« roturiMd by tlm Jaffa Qato to our tents 
(or lunch. 

'. . . W« then piuiH«d on to the wailing place, aod 
found one Jew from Austria plaintively reading bis 
prayer-book. We spoke a few kind words to him aa to 
the hope of Israel, which he took kindly. I kisaed 
thoae stones, and offered silent prayer that the God of 
Israel would speedily appoint unto them that mouni in 
Zioa — beauty for aahea, the oil of joy for uouming, and 
thv garment of praise for the spirit of hcavinosti. Some 
l«tt«nt were in the nichea between the trtonca, placed 
there by superatitioun sons of Israel, and addressed to 
heaven on their behalf. Some of our party took them, 
bat I felt I should respect the feelings of those who 
placed them there by leaving them untouched. 

'Jericho and the Jordan. The mountains in some 
places seem to have been rent to their foundations by 
violoat convuhaooa of nature, especially in the Wady- 
oI'Kelt, whose deep gOTgea are acoeesiblc to none but 
eagloH. . . . We reached our tonti, having pasaod 
through the valley of Achor and the brook Cherith, 
and found ourselves encamped by ancient Jcricha The 
whole plain before us is well watered, and the shrubbery 
and jungle fu,vour the hyena, the jackal, and the wild 
boar. We hoatencd off to bathe and to drink at the 
fountain of EUsha, and found it tJie sweetest water we 
had tasted in Palestine. . . . We fired piat^ at night, 
and kept a light in our tents the night through ; but 
though in a dangerous port^ we were mercifully pre- 
served unmolested, except for the jackal who obtruded 
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%pOD our slnmbeis by poking hia nose under our tent 
. . . We patised through be&utifuJ foUage, and tho 
biidt> wure singing sweetly as we wended oor way to 
the Jordan, «nd wondered not that Lot should bavs 
prefomd this part of the coaoiry, though disapproving 
of hia sulliahncm when Iroatiug with his gen«roas uncle 
Abraham. 

' The Jordan. Two ot three botJied, but with great 
dtffieolty; for the heavy rains bad swollen the river, 
and its waters were muddy and rapid, the banks also 
were deep mud. ... I waabpd my hands and face in 
the Racred stream, and gathered a few twigs of the 
tamarisk. 

'. . . We hail lunch cm the shores of the Dead Sea, 
and some batliod in its clear, buoyant but oily waters. 
. . . The mountains of Moab seemed to tower into the 
very sky. I taKted the water, and found it exceedingly 
bitter. . . . We now departed (or Mar Saba, pa^tsing 
along mountain sides and deep glens, over mo«(t difficult 
and dangerous roads. We climbed one mountain side 
where we passed over a large piece of stone on the 
steep incline, and smooth almost as glass. My horse 
fell on his side, and I fell on the stone but was not hurt. 
In some parts we literally climbed stone stairs on the 
aUMmtain side. We .■«aw several clusters of Bedouin 
tent« in the near and remote distance, but we were 
never molested. We met a small party of Americans, 
with two ladies, acoompanicd by the Sheikh himself, the 
father of our protector. We were delightod to see the 
ladies, and as wo dolled our hats to them. I told them 
7 
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Iiow maeh the sigbt of a lady refreshed oar eyes. Tbey 
■miled approval of the aeDtdmeot and pMSad olon^. . . . 
Aboat sunset we arrired amid the wild and magmficeat 
scenery of Mar Saba. . . . The next day we visited 
tfas wooderful eoDrent constructed in the solid rock ; saw 
valuable and gorgeous pictures from Russia ; the chapel, 
chapter house, and cave* ; the tomb of St Sabas ; heads 
ol martyred saints ; the cells onoo occupied by John of 
Ouaascos, and pyril. the l»ographer of Sabas; and the 
rade grotto in which the saint spent many yeare of his 
life. It is the property of the Greek Cliurcli, and w-os 
foooded by Sabas, who was bom in 439 ajx 

'Betidekem. We hsd pretty coinfortablG quarters in 
th« convent, and every attention. . . . We were shown 
the Birthplace, the Hanger, and St. Jerome's study and 
garden. . . . Bothlohom is beautifully .'utuated, and is 
surrounded by mountains on whose slopes are t^rraoes 
almost innumerable, of fig, olive, and vine, which con- 
stitute it one of the prettiest spots in all Palestine. > . . 
What wonderful intorest attaches to Bethlehem ! Here 
Jacob buried BaeheL From this place Kaomi, with her 
husband and two aons, fled, because of famine, to Moab, 
and having buried hor husband and sons, returned 
again, bringing with her Ruth, her daughter-in-law. who 
becomes the great-grandmother of David. Hero David 
and David's Lord were born. 

'Sunday tn Jeruaalem. We most of us attended 
Christ Church on Mount Zion. Dr. Barclay read the 
liturgy, the Bishop and Mr. Fraenkel assisting. Then 
Mr. Frncnkol preached a most evangelical and effective 
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aumoD from the words, "Sir, we would see Jeeoo," 
bloncting very nicely the first and second cominga of our 
Lord. A collection was made on behalf of the EnquireiV 
Homo. Three of our friends gave £5 each, and others 
gold, so that a good collection was made. Aft«r the 
morning service I presented my lettora of introduction 
to the Kshop. 

' Taadajf Tnoming, March IWh. I folt mnch better 
this morning (from alight sunstroke and diarrhcBa), and 
reoeivnd in my bedroom at the hotel about forty deserving 
poor Jews, and gave £4 amonget them, and several 
eopiee of the 53rd chapter of Isaiah in Hebrew. They 
were very grateful They took off their shoes at my 
bedroom door, seemed impressed with my exprceaioaa 
of love for their race, and kissed my hand with exprea- 
sions of blessing on me and the gentleman who had 
kindly aent this aid for his Saviour's sake. 

'I Tiaifced the Home of Industry, and fount! seven or 
eight Jews and three or four Ai^bs at work. I bought 
several olive-wood articles, and walked a little along the 
•txeets of the Holy City, saddened by its dirt and 
dMOlation and poverty, hoping for the spuudy arrival of 
the day when the city shall be called Jehovah ShamTnaht 
Tho Lord is them' 

The jonmoy up country followed, including Bethel, 
Shilob. Shecbem, Samaria, Iho Plain of Esdraeloa 
^legiddo), Nazareth, Tiberias, Cona of Galileo, Bethsaida, 
Oftpenwinn, thence to the source of the Jordan, Csesarea 
Philippi, Hermon, Damoscoa, and Beyroat, where the 
party left the Holy Land. 
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The home journey included CypmB, Rhodefl, Smjmu, 
the Finsns, Athens, Constantanople, Vama, Bnatsehnk, 
via the Danube to Vienna. 

This comprehensive tour, completed within three 
months and extending over 7000 miles, was most snc- 
ceasful, and set on foot similar undertakings. Mr. 
Wilkinson was never tired of reciting his experiences to 
friends, and in stirring them thereby to prayerfol 
interest in the people, which, like the land, is desolate 
and neglected. 



CHAPTKR X 
Another Seven Years of Toil 
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(1868-1875) 

HARDLY ifl Mr. Wilkiuson bock from Pulcstinc ilun 
we Bnd him in harucw ttgftin, travclliug, visitiog 
among Jews uod Clirutiuu, prcttcliin^, lucturin^f, 
commeDdiDg, rebuking, to tartlior tho interest* ot that 
grvst, kII -important citiiso of which Qod hiul surely made 
him an apustle. Wo find that in the first twelve muntha 
after his return from the East, that is, from May 1868 
to 3l8t March 1869, ho visited 80 townu and cities 
to the proviocea, about 20 districts of London and 
anbnrhfl, delivered aboat 188 sennoos and addresnes, 
which were instrumental in gathering £870 for the 
work of his society. Beyond this sum we find ^ta 
and promisee amounting to about £1000 bad beoo 
made him in respect of a Home and Orphanage which 
tlie Society contemplated founding. 

As to "commending and reboklng," the following 
diary note is of interest : 

'May 16. 18€9. Heard Mr. Grooves in the morning 
and Mr. Q. 8. Rowe in the evening. The latter prayed 
for the Jews, but not the former. I commended the one 
and rebuked the otiier.' 

His rebukes were always kind and tactful, and, we may 
behove, generally effective, as a reminder of the pottitioa 
the Covenant people occupy still in the heart of (iod. 

lOt 
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The Society opened its Homo uid Orphanage in 1870. 
Mr. Wilkiomn repwia it« oponing in his penonal diary 
with evident deUght. nod goes on with his persistent 
and laborioos effortA In Uie spring of 1871 we find 
that he had behind him twelve monUu of work 
comprising 186 sennons or addreesee, 86 towns aod 
cities in the provinces visited. 16 places in or about 
London, and about £1000 gathered in for the Society. 
The next year this was exceeded. From spring 1871 to 
spring 1873, Mr. Wilkinson delivered 205 sermons and 
•iddreflsoa, visited 90 cities and towns in the coontrj-, 
and IC places in or near Londcm, travelled 9500 miles, 
and gathered in over £1000 again for the Society. 

Amid these slrcnuoos laboon he found time to form 
many sweet and hallowed friendships, by which Ood 
was to miniHter to him in ooraing days of tent and triaL 
We are di§ipo«%ed to tliink that, praying man ae our dear 
father always waa, Ihe-ie itacred ties of holy fellowahip j 
with some of Cod'H choicwt saintft in the world wasi 
neceasar}' ooimterUilance to the pusliful dcnominationall 
Christiaa cirdea into which he was no much thrown.] 
Prominent among thene kindred spirits waA the beloved I 
William Pemiefather — a near iii:ighl>ourof Mr. Wilkiu-] 
son — Vicar of St^ Jude's, Mildmay Park, and founder o£ 
ihc Mildniay Conferences and Institutionfi. 

The following letters illustrate the fellowship enjoyed : 

<06Unj>iur PARX,/Il>ril It, IMO. 
'Mr DEAR Friekd,— Tlie Lord has been mindful of 
UR, and had bleesed as in preserving to you and to His 
Church on earth your beloved wife. I was rej<uced to 
hear of her safety ; and thoagh the baby lives not, it ia 
an unspeakable mercy that her life is spared. I find I 
muDl ask you to puetpooc your muetJng with Lord 
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Fambao) tmtil aft«r hia rctura from Korfolk — and your 
retom from your next toar of meetingH and sermons. 

' Let me know when yoa come back. It is always a 
gre*t pleosare to me to have » little converse with you 
over tlie Word of God. , - . Give our love to your dear 
wife ; and tell her we shall, by God's help, bvar her up 
by prayer. The Lord delights to hear ihe cry of Hia 
children. " Ask, and it shall be given yoo." l^ere ia 
no doubt about it. Lord, incrcaso our faith. — Ever 
aflecticoutely yours, William Pennbpathiol' 

*Fabm Elms, Rtcuito^rD, S.W., 
JuM 84, 1669. 

' Ut DEAE Fbiend, — A few persons will, please Ood, 

assemble at this house on Tuesilay, the 6th of July, for 

special prayer — from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. There will be 

intervals for refreshment and for rest. London, and 

the mission field at home and abroad, will specially be 

brought befon) the Lord. May I hope to have the 

pleuure of seeing you amongst ua F — Your affectionate 

brother in Christ William Pen'xefather.' 

It was Hr. Pennefother who introduced bis friend 
John WtlkinsoQ to Lord Cavaii, commeociog a close 
friendship of maoy years between that Christian noble* 
man and his house ond Hr. Wilkinson. 

■My dear Lord Cavas.— May I introdnce to yoa 
dear Mr. Wilkinson, of the British Society for Evangel* 
tring the Jews. He is a truly devoted servant of 
Christ . . . and a very intelligent ChriHtian , . . — Believe 
ni6 to remain. Ever yours most sincerely and obliged, 

' WiLUAM PknMEKATUEB.' 
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Anoiber of John Willdnson's staunch fnends wu 
Cbej-ne Brady, the Cooiinental evangelist and tract 
writer. 

■11 HoLLB Sr^OaTmcnB Sqdari^ 
Odokr SOfA, 1966. 

'UT dear Sib, — Many, many thaaka for the flool-fltir- 
riDg address tho Lord enabled you to give as yesterday. 

"The truths you brought forward from the Word of 
God respecting His ancient people Israi*] moved my soul 
to its inmost depths. Oh that I could carrj' the glori- 
ous Ooepel to tile Jews ! But surely it needs power and 
full ac(]uaintance with the Scriptures and a gift oC 
reaaoning ability, and slao a knowledge of Hebrew, to 
enable anyone to deal witit the Bible-reading Jew, with 
tha learned I«raelit«. 

' Whorl) can I leam more about the work among the 
Jews ? When can I witncns the baptism of a Jew f 
What a sight! Does he give up the old name and take 
a Christian name ? Are there any publications explain- 
ing more fully the truth of the Qod of Israel respecting 
His pUT|ioties towards the Jews? 

' Excuse all thisL 

'The Lord bless the people Israel. May peace be 
upon Jerusalem. May Jehovah prosper the efforta of 
your Society, and your own labours, and thoee of your 
co-worken. 

' Please apply the cDcIoecd directly to the canjing of 
the Ooepel to the Jews. — Yours sincerely in a full 
Christ. Cbeynk Brady. 

■ A Gentile uimcr, Mved hj grace' 
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Other c3ose spiritual frifindsfaips formed «boDt tbia 
period were vn'Ui J. Deaham Smith, M^or Mulan, uid 
St«f aiuon Kackwood (afterward Sir Arthur Blackwood). 
To OMrgo HtiU«r and Hudson Ta^'lor we tJiall come 
Uter. 

If anything could tear our dear father away from 
his absorbing and arduous labourB, it wan his native 
riUago. To the very end his love for the aweet spot 
waa touching. A. long diary note in August ISTS.records 
a holiday visit paid to it with his two younger eons, 
John and Samod. 

'Drove over to Tealby in tlic afternoon to see if we 
could find a oougregation in the Htrcet, a« it was the 
F«Mi Sunday; but all was quiet. . . . The village 
where I waa bom, and bora again, poRaewica an ondyiag 
interest.' 



John Wilkinson laid no claim to poetic ability, 
though he wrote some very aweet hymns on the Jt-wiah 
subject in his later life. This effusion, however, waa 
evidently written early in life, and we may pardon 
ita poetic shortcomings for the tender affection it 
expretBca 

'MY NATIVE VlLIulOE 



' Uf Tillage lioiuc 

I lore to roam. 
The place that gnvc mc birth; 

lu btautf fftir 

Tbc like IS rmrc 
In all tliig loTel3r mitli. 

'II7 childhood lUr*. 

Mr boyiiili wvn, 
Tbun bringeat all beEuK (ot: 



While o'er lh« *litc«, 
Along for mile*, 
I quietly unjoy the«. 

' TIm «a«ltoo'< Mwg, 
Hand all day len^ 

SuDinded me id wptmg. 
The thnufa and Iwk, 
From light Ull dark, 

OtOMd not their aong U> tlag.' 
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About thiB time Hr. Wilkinson'i mind bccftme im- 
pr cBDe d witJi the nocewiity of a bdiaII Homo for Aged 
Christian Israelites. Ho appeani to haro written to 
the Rev. Dr. Stem of the London Jews' Society (the 
Abyssinian prisoner), to inquire whether such a Home 
WM in existAQce or contemplation, and received the 
reply, " We sadly need one, but I feel that an a^^teal for 
Boch on object would not meet with a liberal respoose." 

The story of thia, the first inBtitutioQ John Wilkinson 
foaoded, ia of interests Paul Matthias, an &g«^i:l proaetyte, 
wretchedly poor, frequently called upon Air. Wilkinaon 
&t 79 Mildinay Road, begging, when he could not sell 
his little Rtock of pens and pencils. Then poor Philipson, 
another proselyte, was thrown on the oompaesion of the 
Jewish missionary, who helped him with rent and other 
ihings. 

Thus the thought outerod his mind^^ould not, and 
ought not, Bomeihing permanent be done for the poor 
old folks? 

In July 1872 he put Matthias into an almshouse in 
Balls Poiid Road, Dalston, paying as. 6d. a week for his 
rent and coals for two and a half years. Philipson was 
got into unoccupied houses rent free, and a Mr. Cunliffe, 
a banker, gave tbe old man, through Mr. WitkiuBon, a 
pound ft month. With these two on his hands, and 
praying for guidance, a Home for Aged Christian 
Israelites HfUggu^tL^d itself. 

Mr. Wilkinson had already asked liis committee for £6 
to furuLsh Matthias's room, and the answer was, " Mo 
funds for such a purpose." He then asked for bed and 
Usnkets fnnn tbe Society's Home, as its f aroiture was 
about to be sold off and the Home broken up. The 
answer was, " Yes, if you will make yourself personally 
responsible for their value." 
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Somewhat baffled, Mr. Wilkinson asked Ood to help 
htm, aiid to send him the needed fundit. 

In November 1872, Mr. Wilkinson drew out a circular 
and read it in MS. to bia neighbour and friend, the Rev. 
William Pennefatber. The two men prayed together 
over it^ and Mr. Pennefather rose from his knees to 
write the first cheque for the purchase of a cottage.. 
Thereafter Mr. Wilkinson mentJoaed the matter freely 
at meetings, and received as freewill, unsolicited offerings 
a sufficient sum to purchase and furnish. "The money," 
he states as a note in the account-book of the Home, 
"came in chiefly from Christians outside the Society's 
supporters, and was considered a separate and special 
matter." 

The Society gave Mr. Wilkinson no encouragement, 
nor would they at tirst take the matter up. When 
Uie house (No. 84 Fomtower Road, Ncwingtoii Green) 
was about to be purchased and furnished, and the 6r8t 
inmates installed, the committee demanded the absolute 
conlfol of the money. This Mr. Wilkinson did not feel 
disposed to grant; but be offered thcni joint control 
with himsoU. This was accepted. Mr. Wilkinson sub> 
sequently offered the property to the Society, and signed 
a document that it belonged to the committee, with the 
only condition tbat the property must be devoted to 
the purpose for which it was given. Mr. Wilkinson 
rcmaioed the Honorary Superintendent till July 1876, 
wbeD, after his severance from the Society, he relin- 
quished it altogether to than.' 

' 1 fcelgnat heBtatiioa in inlroduiriDg inlo my fstbn's lif« *bw7 
details tliiU BMX be cotuiid^rnl dcrDgatoi?- to (be Britufa SucUlj 
tor Ui« Propa(pti«n o( theOutpd Mnoog Ui« Jtrwi. which, witli s tUlT 
nUtely dUTereot from tlul with whieh my fuh*r bad to da, ia 
pltnidligaaex«eUeat work with exMllcDl men. BnlthwdpsaNgM 
ara oKtmirj, not only (a the compleMu* of tint *toi7, but lo a 
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In 1875. while iitill with the British Socieiy, Mr. 
Wilkinson received the following IsUer from the 

■LoMDOH, MtbrSSnd; 1876. 
' Uy dear Sis, — I presented Uie quarterly statemeol 
of the Aged ChristiaQ Home to the cotntoittee at their 
reoent meeting, and they desire to express to you their 
gratification at the pro«!peroiu condition of the f\aanc«8 
of the institution. — Toots very truly, 

' JosiAO MiLLEB, Secretary. 
•The Rev. John Wilkinson." 

The parting with the Homo which he had founded 
caused Ur. WilkinBon conaidcrablv paiu. an will bo scca 
by the following Dotes, which we tiiid in the account- 
boc^ of the Home, every entry of which, from Novembu* 
1872 to July 1876, is in his own hand : 

'11ii» Home which I waa led to found for the Lord's 
sake, and which I superintended to the entire satts- 
foction of the committee, has been taken out of my hands 
by tJio committer— who oppOFed the founding of sucli 
a Home; who, as a committee, have not iKen it sine* it 
was founded, and took it because iliey had the legal 
power to do so.' 

'ilu^u«/ 10, 1876. The Honorary Superintendent re- 
cords his gratitude to Ood for being pormittod tofound and 
to manage this useful institutjon ; and now, being allowed 
no longer to Buperintend the Home on conditions he can 

true (luiyot mv fntlicr') clmracter. WhatcTor I omit, I caiiiiol luvr 
unohraDided thuc, hix firat ntcpa of iii<lep«nili!iit acliun in foUowuij 
the gitidaiiM of Uod. The detoilt *a given in Ihia reconi in no w^ 
affect the tioctetjr ■> it cxLiU »i jireauiiL 
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accept, ho reluetAutly, at the cull of the committee, 
reaigDS hia pcwiticm as Superintendent, praying the Lord's 
constant care on behalf of the dear old people, whose 
temporal and spintoal welfare it has been his coostant 
desire, for the Master's soke, to promote.' 

Hr. Willciniion sahaequently handed over the whole of 
the balance of moneys received by him up to January 
of 1877 for the Home, receiving the following onder- 
taking from the Society : 

'38 Blooksbubt Squ&KB, Lokdos, W.C, 
/oniHiry S3, 1877. 

' On behalf of the committee of the British Society, I 
engage that the balance of moneys now in bankers* 
hands in favour of Aged Christian Jews' Home shall 
be exclusively osed in the interest of that institution. 
' Wu. Q. HABBB2iB0N, TrmaurtT of Committee.' 

And now, discarding chronological sequence, we must 
go bock a few years. 

The following note was made by Ur. Wilkittson in 
his diary for 6th May 1873 : 

•To-day dear Mr. Peunefathtr was interred in tho 
churchyard at Ridge in H«rt«, near Barnot, between 
4 and 6 p.m. Many carriages followed, and members of 
his flock and friends went by special train to Potter's 
Bar station, and crowds gathered round bin grave. I 
knew him well and loved him mocb, and I and my dear 

fe joined tho funeral procession. Be sleeps in Jesus 
'aatit Ue oome." His work was early and well done, 
so he was honoured by an early call home, whiUt many 
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lazy ODM, mach older in yean, are left behind to finish 
their work. " The memory of the just is bleased." ' 

The year that closed witli March 1S74, locludod 168 
services in 80 places, rwulting in the gaUiering of ov«r 
£]000 in collections, subecnptions, and doiiiUiuDs to 
the Society's funds; th« following year, 1874-75, 200 
services in 101 placos, with a still larger earn gathered. 
The sommory of the year in the diary thus clowM : 

'For joarneying mercies and blessing of every kind, 
all praise to Qod through Jesus.' 

It was now that the first great ovan^listic campaign 
ot Meears. Moody and Sankcy wae being held in London ; 
and Mr. Wilkinson approached Mr. Uoody with a view 
to arrange some special meetings for Jews ; but Mr. Moody 
expressed himself averse to "sectional work." Mr. 
Wilkinson therefore invit«d a large number ot ladies and 
gentlemen to undertake the distribuUon of leaflets in 
Hebrew and English.inviting Jews to Uie Moody meetings. 
I Two meetings were held in No. 6 Room at Miliimay 

Couferenoe Hall, before this band of workers set forth 
to the disirictA assigned them. 

We are now in the last year of Mr. Wilkinson's 
twenty>Sve years' connexion with the Britiali Society 
^K (1851-76). Let us linger over a few diar^- notos. 

^M ' 1875. AprU 25. Glasgow {contimud). Morning, a 

H little after 7 o'clock to the Drill HoU, Glasgow Green. 

^1 and witnessed the most afTecting sight of about 2000 or 

^1 3000 men, women, and children of the poorest and most 

^H wretchod description taking tea and bread provided by 

^H loving hearts and hands. There was an efficient choir 

^1 to sing Siinkey's hymns. The Good Samaritan was the 
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Bnbjecl, aod there was a lai^ picture at tlie buck of the 
pUtfonn to illostntte the scene. I spoke about half an 
boar OD tlie subject, and sang n^ ^3.' Soup was being 
boiled in an adjoining room. I had a little.and a capol 
teft, and walked bock the two miles, solemnixed, and 
delighted with what 1 had witnessed/ 

• '-•*«* 

* JwM 10. My wife and I attended the opening sorvtce 
at the CambiTwcll Green Hall, which was crowded half 
an hour before the st'r\-ice commenced. Seven or eight 
thousand present Mr. Moody read Ifiaiah vL, and the 
parable of the talents. Mr. Sankey sang " Nothing bat 
Leaves," and " Here am I, send me." Mr. Aitken and 
Hr. Spurgeoa gave siirnng addresses.' 

In the summer of 1875 another family visit to Tealby 
occupies a large space in the journal. 

' We took with us several hundreds d picture and 
other Gofipel tracts: as also a large number of copies of 
The Christian, which where distributed freely all over 
the village. My wife and I gave a gooti portion of our 
10 to hoasc4o-hou8e visitation and personal dealing 
th the people in the interest of their soul& There 
was much to sadden the spirit, and inucb to encourage 
earnest eScnt^ We found several grown persons who 
could neither read nor write, and some on the verge of 
elemity utterly indifferent as to their spiritual state. 
At night we hod a large gathering in the Methodist 
ChapeL Spoke a few minutes from *' The Scm of Man 
is eome to seek and to save that which was tost," our 
> Itaiih ix. S tn Iltrbnw. 
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family choir sinj^nf; somo of SuDkey's hymn!). Qeorgtt 
Kinj; Bang as a nolo, " Hr re am I, send me " ; and Henry 
sang " What shall the Harvest be ? * Th« scrvioi woe 
indeed a happy one. . . . 

'lUh. On Snnday morning at 7 o'clock wc had a 
happy little prayer-meeting and Scripture reading in 
the Methodint Chapel; at 10.30 and aSO for public 
worship. The chapel was crowd«d, aialeB filled, and 
many were outside. This wa« indeed a blessed day. . . . 

* 16(A. This morning walked over to Walesby and 
dijitribut«d some picture tractji among children coming 
from school ; had ftko uu intemting conversation with 
a doaf man called Voeoy, who was working aa a day 
laboorer for the clergyman. A fomu^r conversation with 
thiti man seemed very diacouragiog, but this seemed very 
hopeful. Had also a very earnest talk with an old man 
driving throagh Walesby from Swinhop, named W. 
Horton, who was evidently the worse 'for drink, but 
who seemed to take in the truth as it is in Jemis. After 
dinner, a young gentleman, prcpantig to become a 
Barrister, come to have a conversation with mo, 
cxpreasing his earnest desire to give up the world and 
live only to pleaae Qod. I preached to him a full, free 
and present salvation, and expect to hear further from 
him. . . . 

' July 16. In the afternoon we alt went to Castle Farm, 
and bad tea in the large new granary. Our host and 
hosteas — Mr. and Mrs. Harrison, their governess and 
children — Ur. and Mrs, Tharrat and some other friends, 
together with our nine mode the number twenty-foor at 
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Vtlw taUe. Tbo graaaiy was beautifully deoorat«<l with 
I •rergreena and flowers. Aftvr reading the Scriptures 
Buid prayer, we bad about an hour adiI a half'B con- 
ference on the Lord's coming. This was a time of 
deep ipiritual pro6t . . . 

' Vtth. Tlus morning vre arc reminded that we are but 
Kgooroers. Our luggage roust be pocked, our bills paid, 
and our tents stntck for "a day's march nearer homo." 
The weather was beautifully fine for returaiag, as it 
was for our coming. The carrier took our luggage oad 
two girls; Mr, Harrison took my wife, mother, and 
I Lucy ; Samuel rode with Mr. Wright and George ; 
Henr^', John, and I walked by the Williugham planta- 

IttoQ, a moet intereeiing walk tbrough fields and wood, 
with everything around us to gratify eyes, nose, and 
ears. All nature fragrant and beautiful, and the birds 
singing delightfully. At Nottingham my dear mother 
left oa for Slanchester. We had a word and gave a few 
tncta to four or 6ve poor baudcufied prisoners in the 
waiting-room. Arrived home in safety and h«»lth 
about 11 p.m., deeply thankful to our loving Father for - 

f His many mercies. On Friday evening Mr. Ingram 
(Tealby) oonfes»ed to me that he trusted in Ji»u8 at the 
Sunday morning service, and had Jesus in his eye ever 
since. This confessiDn filled our eyes with team of 
gratitude and our hearts with joy. An old man named 
Drinkall said to me, "I don't know much, and I can't 
take much in ; but I got hold of this at the meeting, 
that 'the debt's paid, that Ood does not want paymeot 

^ twice, and that God can't lie,' and I'm jiut trusting as 

■ 
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• poor sinner in Jemu only.' Another (tlie old mui, 
Horton, of Swinhop) said, " I don't know who you arc, 
bat I have talked to many panons and Methodists, bob 
this is the fitraighteet cut I have ever had in my life." 
He seemed to accept the truth, stopped again and called 
me to re-Rtat« the Qoopel, and then drove off, wyinfr, 
" I'll trurt Him." Veaey, whom I firat met when visiting 
old Drinkall, and who then said, " You need not talk to 
mo aboat religion ; I read my Bible, but it baa no effect 
upon me, leave me alone," now gave me an attentive 
hearing at Walesby, and I have some hope of him. To 
Qod be all the praiae! May many in Teoiby be 
awakened and saved I 

'The religious condition of the village is very low: 
the moral condition low : the social conditicn, poverty- 
stricken. liexidEvt the farmers, who are mostly very 
kind-hearted men, the village is made up of very littlft 
trodcemen, scrambling for the smallest amount of 
bouaem: day-labourers, farm servants and paupers who 
hava seen better days. . . . Poor Te>alby I May this my 
beloved natoral and spiritual birthplace soon know 
better daj-s ! At present everything seems to bo going 
back, except the church clock, and it stood still all the 
time we were in the village. But time flies though 
clocks stand.' 



* 
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A Crisis 

(1875) 

BEFORE mo liea the copy of a tetter oooclied in the 
following terniR : 

'79 MiLDUAV Road, K., 
Dtaittrr 13, 1070. 

'Gentlemen. — I wish most re^)ecttnlly to reqnent 
you to permit me to retire from the deputation work, 
in order to devote my entire attention to mlwion work 
among the Jews in London. Since my three years' 
Bounie of stndy in the Sooiety'a College — 1851 to 1854^ 
with a view to direct mission work, my Hebrew studies 
have been continued, and pnuUcal work aroongst the 
Jews as mndi as possiblo pro»ecatod. I eommeaced 
mission work amoog the Jews in Londoa in 1854, and 
in six months gainud fnuadly access with the Qospel of 
Cbriai to about sixty families. Tho Society's College 
had now bwii given up for lack of funds, and the 
Society's income going down, which then stood at about 
£3000 or £4000 a year, Mr. Yongc, at tlie roqiiest of the 
oommittee, asked me to visit Bristol. During six 
weeks' Rojouro there I visited iH«r|f all tho Jews, and 
had many at my lodjpngs; and also pr««ehed and gave 
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addre«es among the eborches. Tb« rwiUt. by Qod's 
Ueaadoj;, was » quickeaod int«r«t in Israel, which 
COotinaeB to this day. I then spent a fcvtoight in Bath 
in the sante kind of work, and with cheering resa]t& 

'Three weeks in similar work at Brighton, twelve 
weeks in Sheffield and district, eleven weckA in Leedi, 
Bz in Halifax, six in York, eight in Uanchest«r. 
hronglit me to the end of the year 1$55. The Jews' 
Synagogue I osoally attended on tlie Sotorday in all 
towns where tJie Jews rwided ; I had numbers oE Jews 
at my lodgings, at the same time pleading Israel's caiue 
with Christiana at all kinds of meetings. Indeed, I had 
fifty-two addresses and sonnons in Manchester daring 
the eight weeks I waa there. 

' While in Manchester, Ur. Yonge wrote to me asking 
me to devoto all my time if possible to deputation 
work, expresinng regret tJiat the Society should lose my 
services aa a Mimonartf. To that communication in 
1855 I replied, I am a Missionary to tlie Jews, and 
intend to remain soch; but as the Lord is greatly 
honouring mo in my efforts in His strength to interest 
ChristiAOfl in larael, I will devote half my time to each 
Spbora, i.e. six months in the year to deputation, and 
the other six to direct mission work. This arrangement 
has not been formaUy cancelled or altered daring the 
twenty years whieli have since paaeed. 

' During the twenty years I have travelled about 
10,000 miles a year, and spoken in [Hiblic about sixteen 
hours a week, preparing nuw subjects while in the rail, 
and at the same time continuing my Hebrew studies, 
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and Jewish mteion work in snd tmt of London. 
Besides all this, a maKi ut oori^spondcoce has not 
unnaturally boeo growing apoo me, I am uospeakalily 
thankf al to the Lord for the health and elrunj^h con- 
Unaed all theae years ; but tbongh still working with 
unabated energy, I f oel the preemire on mind and body 
much more than I did a few years back. Bat 
diminished strength is not my only or indeed chief 
reaaoD for wishing to relinqnish deputation work. 

'It 8«cma to me that a fair and full proportion of 
eSbrt hat) been given to preaching about the Jews; we 
should have a hirgur proportion of effort in preaching 
directly to the Jews, and specially ae the time of the 
Jews' Bojoum amongst us may soon terminate by 
restoration to Palestine. I long for greater Hpiiitual 
resoita, and would like in connexion with kindred 
Sfurita to devise plans for reaching by Lectures. Bible- 
readinga. eta, the middle and higher claaees of Jews. I 
Brmly believe that if our Brst and sole concern be to 
glorify JceuB in seeking the sah-atiou of Hut hrethmn, vro 
need not be anxious as to funda. " My Qod shall supply 
all your Tued. according to HLt richos in glory by Christ 
Jesus," is quite sufficient to warrant this confidence. 

'Hay I here suggest the desirability of re-instituting 
our monthly prayer-meeting for Israel, when the friendit 
of Israel generally could meet for praise and prayer. 
My time devoted to mis^on work in London, I should 
then have many opportunities of preaching and 
lecturing for the Society among the Lmidoa churcbee, 
which are lamentably neglected, but which oamnot 
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poMibly be reached by Depntotiooa when whole time 
U St tli« rlUpooal of the MiasioD House. 

' FcrhupH I nifty saggeet, u a matter ot oonveuieDcu ia 
re-ttdjuKtiiig iu«lt«T« in the Deputation depaTtinent, tlukt 
the prcKcnl airangetncnt ooutinue during half the next 
year. I pray for you and for myself, Irvine goidancc, 
my sole desire boing utnply to do His will and finiah 
His work. 

*I am, GenttemeD, with Cbristian respect and 
brotherly affection, Yours in Jeeos, 

'JoDK Wilkinson. 
' To the Committee of the British Society for the 

Propagation of the Gospel among the Jews. 
Be\'. J. Miller, U.A.. Secy.' 

In thia letter we have, in Mr. Wilkinson's own words, 
the statement of the caose which led to his severance 
from the British Society. It is unncoeasary to pnbtish 
the correspondence that ensued either between Mr. 
Wilkinson and his committee or on the part of 
supporters of the British Society. It is sufhcient to 
say that, on the 16tb December 1875, tlie committee] 
replied to the letter of Mr. Wilkinson which opens this I 
chapter, declining to set him free from depatAtional ' 
work. On the I2th February 1876 Hr. Wilkinson sent 
in h'w resignation, and on the 17th received the follow^, 
ing acknowledgment: 

' Mr D£AB Sir, — I very much r^p^t to have to inform 
you that at the committee meeting last night yoor 
rwignation contained in your letter of the ISUi was 
uumimoualy accepted. The committee fully appreciate 
the valuable services yon have rcQUcrcd for bo long » 
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time, and only regret the stepn you Kave taken by 
whicb you bftve sepftnted yourself from the Society.' 



I am most anxious to record this most important 
Btep in my father's life witliout hitm, and my rule must 
bo, " Least said, sooocat mended." I thorcfore omit 
much contemporary correttpoudenoo which might bft 
thought to beg tlie que-ition by representing my fattter*8 
action in the mo»t fnvourable light and the Society's 
action in the least favourable. No one then or now 
disputoa (be honesty of Mr. Wilkinaon's conviction and 
purpose. Far better than to analyse the mistakes 
made on either side is to recognise the over-ruling hand 
of Ood in greatly increasing the active witness of tho 
Cross among Jews, and in bringing into being the 
Mildmay Misaioa to the Jews aa an object lesaon of 
dependence on Him, Mr. Wilkinson's resignation from 
the British Society meant to him the relinquishing 
of a salary of £350 a year while in middle life, and 
with a wife and five children. Nor were there any 
otlier missions of the typo of the Mildmay Mission to 
the Jews to form an example or a model Others have 
fc^owed the missionary's example; none went before. 
His action was a venture of faith in obedience to the 
call of his life ; whatever his intentions were, no dream 
of a Mildmay Mission to the Jews in ita preaent influence 
and extent entered his roind; whatever his mistakes 
were, God, who reads motives and honoura faith, 
aboDdantly honoured Hia servant in the remaining 
thirty-one years of his cai'eer. 

The oonnexion with the Uritisli Society for the Pro- 
pagation of the Gospel among the Jews came to a cloae 
on the Slat of May 1876, and on Uiat date we find the 
following entry in the mitssioDai;)''^ diary : 
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' May SI. This is my lost day's oonnexioD with Uie 
Britisb Society, noder whose direction my work haa 
been carried cm for 26 years. In prospect of the neu* 
dissolution of Turkey and the probable reatoratioQ of 
the Jews, I wished to devote more time to preaching to 
the Jews all over our land. The committee were not 
willing, so I resigned, to do the work to the Lord alone, 
who will supply all my need according to fiUs riehea in 
glory by Christ Jeeoa 



'"I'll praiM Him for all that u pMt, 

And truit Sim for tU tittft to come."' 



CHAPTER Xn 



I 



The Mildmay Mission to the Jews 

(1876-1877) 

THE very next day — Ist June 1876 — was the birth- 
day ot the Miltimay MisBion to the Jowa Mr. 
Wilkinson's tboogbl was to work in aaaociation 
with a Jewish Christian by perstmal effort among the 
Jews of London, The Jewish ChrUtian was found in 
Mr. J&mea Adler, a sweet spirited and scholarly young 
man, with missionary zeal. 

What was actually bein^ done for the evangelization 
otthe Jews of London in 1876? The answer to tliat 
question is found in Mr. Wilkinson's journal noion. 
He made it his Hrst b^isiness to inqnirc what was being 
done, and to examine it« quality and scope before 
shaping his own coursie. It is evident hero, w through- 
ooi his career, that he strove to preach the Gospel not 
where Christ WM named, lest be should build upon 
another man's fonndation; but it is also evident here 
M elsewhere thai he valued the labours of othcm and 
rejoiced wherein Christ was preached, whether io 
pretence or in truth. 

Here are the notes : 

'June 15, 1876. Hr. Adtor accompanied me to 

various places to see the work done among the Jews. 

We fint went to the West and saw Mr. Cohen. His 

ui 
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" Home " has been given op, and he ts able to do bat 
little now in oooaeciaence oC failing eyesight. Wv Uien 
ntonied to the Gaat of London, and visited the British 
Society'* Mimion Room in Pieldgat« Stn^et. Mr. 
Iazotus has charge of thin, and .tpoaks to Jowa on 
Saturdaj-H. Tho Pru«bytcri«n Miwirai Hall in White- 
chapel we also visited ; hero one meeting a week ia held 
for Old Testament reading — Saturday. Ur. Ehi-lich 
meeta Jews in Princes Street Hall, Whitechapel, which 
is shared by the City Misaion and the London Jews' 
Society. Mrn. Reynolds meeta Jewesses and children 
in Brick Lane once a week. Ura. Way meeta 30 to 50 
Jeweasea ia tlie Hone of Industry on Thursdays at 
S o'clock. I addromed 85 JawaasH and aung ir *s 
(iMuah ix. 6); they stood and aang, "Come to tho 
Saviour, make i>o delay," and I prayed with then> in 
the name of Jesus. We dined with Mrs. Merry. We 
visited Mr. Stem at Cambridge I^gc Villas, Hackney, 
and atao the Home for Wanderers at^otning. 

'June 17. Visited Joseph's Missuon Hall in Huekney 
Road, where he also carries tm printing and ptciure- 
&amxDg, etc, to give employment to inquirers and 
eonvertB. May the Lord abundantly Uese all these 
efforts to bless Israel ! ' 



n 



The newly formed work had already been linked on 
to the Mildmay Institutions. Hcuto it« name "The 
Mitdmay Miwioa to tlie Jews," denoting its attachment 
to the Mitdmay Conference Hall ; the name naturally 
remaining aft«r the official attachment had ceased. 

Tho follo^ving letter from Captain the Honourable 
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R. MoreUut, the SuporiDt«ndcat of the Mildmay Ckio- 
fereoce Hall at that time, recoids the fonoAtion of tlio 
link with Mildmay : 

' Coifminecs Hall, Uiloiut Paux, 
LoXiWN, N., 6th June 1876. 

'l^AR Mr. Wilkinson,— Mrs. Pemiefather with my- 
self baling considered your letter and proposa,! to link 
your Mission to the Jews on to the Conference Hall, 
we hail with much gratitude to Qod and p(;rm>iial 
aatinfaction this opportunity of manifesting our intcroHt 
in Israel's anlvation, and thci-eforv gladly accept your 
offer, and with much pluaHUre will receive all offerings 
for tho Sfififiion that the Lord's people may be disposed 
to aitrust to our care, and at your wish will keep and 
balance the aecounto. 

* Praying the Lord's blessing od yourself and the work, 
—I am, yours affocttonat«Iy in the Lord, 

' R, MORETON, 

' On behalf of Mrs. Pennefather and the Truatccs. 

This step was made known publicly for tlio Grat 
lime at the Conference Hall. 

'June 16. Lecture on "Turkey's Position, Russia's 
Policy and Palestine's Pi-ospccts," with an account of 
my S6 yeara' connexion with the British Sodety, 
and proposed Mission for the next three years in 
connexion with the Conference Hall. Captain the 
Hon. R. Moreton in the chair — large attendance.' 
The first record of actual work stands thus in the diary : 
' June 25. Samuel accompanied me to ^itolfields and 
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Teotar gnraod. where we bsd Mme toicrefliuig oooreraa- 
Uons witl) J«wi and itrwrna u , to whom I i«ad in the 
opttD air the 53rd of Iniah and the Sod Psabn in 
Hebrew. One iatelli^ot yaang English Jew, who 
listcDed to the truth for ooe aud a half hotus, said be 
had got some things in hia mind be would never get out, 
and would read bia Bible mora. 

*JtUy 9. Sonday morning, 10 to 2 o'clock, Ur. 
Chaffey, of Wenton-eaper'Nare, John, and Samoel 
aoeompanied mo Into Spitaltielda and >Vbitcch^i«l to 
conrerae with Jewsi With one we had a most earnest 
cooveisatjon, and he promiaed to conte and see me and 
bring a friend with htm. The Measioh fint to soffer 
and then to reign, seemed to impress him. 

' We had s crowd in the Tenter grounds ; indeed, two 
crowds, and then several small knote of Jewa Some 
were boisterous and angry, othera respectful. I read in 
the open air part of the 53rd of Isaiah in Hebrew. 
We afterwards found a Jew in Whitechapel opposing; 
I took tlie audience oat of his hands, and it grew eix or 
ten times the Mze in n few minutea. The Lord Uesa 
onr leetiinony for Jesus.' 

Such was the work dctdrcd, which was now being 
nndcrtiikcn by the ntalous missionary. But i-qually 
important pcrtmps was the principle on which the 
MisioD was founded, which was that of dependence 
on Qod for the mipply of daily need. Ur. Wilkinson's 
personal and family neoda were kindly guaranteed for 
three years by private friends. The immediate qucetion 
was therefore the money required for carrying on the 
work. Mr. Wilkinson prayed definitely for £1000 a 
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yeftr for three yeara. A prmtod circular was Usaed on 
the fint of Jane 1876 : 



•THE MILDMAY MISSION TO THE JEWS 



IJHDXB TBH DIBBCnOS OF 



The Rev. John Wilkinson 



I 

*Tomg beloved Christian FrUnda of all Kvangetical 
IhiumiiuUions throughout the United Kimjdom: 

'Afl a very considerable proportion of those into 

wboBC h&nda this circular ir intended to be placed bave 

been the warm peraooat friends of tbe writer during 

many years of toil on Israel's behalf, ho ventures bo 

H adopi the friendly and familiar style of letter writing 

^ between old and dear friends. Let mo then at once 

inform you what I bave done ; why I have done it ; and 

^ then lay before yon my plans for the future. 

^B ' First, then, as to what I have done. 1 have been 

led to sever my connexion with the oommttteo of tbe 

^m British Society for the Propagation of tlie Gospel among 

^ tbe Jews, under whose direction my ctforts for Israel's 

I spiritual good have been sustainod during fivo-and> 
twenty years. 
'Secondly, tbon, as to the reasons for taking mieh a 
step. The principal reason ia this, and which was the 
one given to the commiUee — the refusal of the 
oommitt«e to permit mo to relinquish mere Deputation 
work, and to resume Mission-work among the Jews in 
London, and also to attempt to awaken an inteiwt in 
Israel amwig the London churdiw. Recent evcntA in 
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Tturksy Beemed to iodieato. apart from tho atody of 
nnfnlfllled proplMoy, that the dose of Uie " timea of the 
U«ntiles " and the restoration of Israel are ovcttts near 
at band ; and, if bo, the time for ieAtimony for Jesns 
to the Jews in oar iniditt may be bat ahorl We hAve 
60,000 Jews io Onwt Britain — half of them in London, 
and the other half in provincial towns and cities. 
Some good work is attempted and done in London by 
many honoured brethren, who labour chiefly anHMigrt 
the foreign poor in the Eaat of London : neverthelem, 
it must be coofeMcd, there is room and need for a mDcli 
wider range in our testimony. 

' As to the 30,000 Jews in the prorinooa, if we except 
Manchester, Birmingham, and Liverpool, no miasiooary 
labours amongst them, either as a reaident or as an 
itinerating meaaenger of salvation. We rejoice to say 
that an occatuonal visit made by a mitnionary to the 
Jews in Leeds has been attende^l with blesning, and that 
a good Jewish Christian clergyman has made some 
suoceesful eflbrts to reach his brethren residing in HnJl. 
But beyond these places there are thooaands of Jowa 
in Bristol, Bath, Exeter, Cardiff, Newport, Swanaea, 
Sheffield. Bradford, Wolverhampton. Leicester, Notting- 
ham, Brighton, Portsmouth, Southsmptoo, Plymcmth, 
Middleabro', Stockton, Uartlepool. Xorth end South 
Shields, Sandcrlond, Newcastle, Edinbargh, Glasgow, 
Dundee, Dublin, Belfast, etc etc'* 



I 



* Tho circular give* ibe full text of Ur. WilkinMn'i oomapood- 
•nca with the Briii«h Sociol]', indoding bii fann<tl rcaignatioii. 
Wc have in Chapter XI. cited m much of Uii« ooncspaadeoeo M 
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' The fall text of Uie commanicationii on both aidoa is 
thos before you, and the issue is in the Lord's banda 
The ooromiU«e, no doobt, feel perfectly justified in the 
OOOme they have taken, and my own conscience fully 
approves the course I have tflken. We muftt distinguish 
between a CV;u«e and a Society; and also between a 
Society and a eommiiUie: and though separating from 
the committee, the Society will still have my sympathy 
and prayers in proportion to its dcvotcdness to the cause 
of Israel'R salvation. To that sacred Cau«e, to which 
my life has been wholly consecrated, I now renew 
my devotion, and st^cit your oaniest and const«zit 
prayet& 

' And now aa to what I propose doing in the future. 

■ Ist. I propose, duriflg the next (Amr year», to work 
amoogsl the Jews in London, by funuK-to-koust visitation 
and by puilic Ustivnony — in or out of doors — reading 
uid expounding Uie Hebrew Scripture* concerning the 
Mesidah. For this work it would bo desirable to rent 
or purchase a room or hall in the East of London. 

' 2nd, I propose a temporary Home for inquirers, to 
keep them near oa till they find the Saviour, and if need 
be to help them to suitable employment 

'Srd. I propose an itinerant Mission to the Jcwi 
located in the tov.'ns and citiee of the United Kingdom. 

'4tli. To overtake this work, I propose to seek, in 
prayerful depcadenee on the Lord'a guidance, some 
godly, curuost, converted IsraeUtc. aa a fellow-helper; 

wc dttm itdwirabte ta includo in iki* Tolume. tad therefore omit 
that porlion of tbe drcul«r. 
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snd slao, if the Lord will, Aome godly Bible-woman 
work amongst Jeweasefl. 

' 5. To prefteli, givu leclures sod addresBM anywhei 
cm matters aSvcting Israel's national and epiritoat 
iBt«reat«t etipulotiog only thai my travelling expenses 
b»d«b»yed. 

' Aud now as to the expeoaee of this Mission, and bow 
tbosa (ixpcnaee are to be tnet^ ^ 

' First of all, then, I have to thank the Lord, with a 
h»ri overflowing with gratitnde, Uiat my own penonal 
ccpcnses have been giiarantocd during the next three 
years, by a few personal friends who warmly lovo Israel 
for thttir Master's sake. 

'To meet the expenses of the Uismon, as 
proposed, I am asking the Lord to entrust to 
stewardship the Hum of £1000 a year. If tliis be for 
Bis glory, He will do it ; and if not, He kuows I would 
rather bo without it Our principle la — Aak the Lord, 
and tdl Sis people. ^b 

* Had we more of voluntary offering of sendee bbI^^ 
Bubotanoe to our blessed Lord, the ofToror would get 
larger Ueesing, whilst much effort, time, and expeuBO 
would bo saved in collecting money for the Lord's work. 

' I have now to state that I propose to link this 
mission to the work done io connexion with the 
Conference Hall, Hildmay Park. It was my high 
privilege to know and to love the late Bev. William 
Pennefathcr, the founder of the Mildmay Hall, ita work 
and it6 Conferonoe& I have reascm to know (hat he 
cherished a warm interest in Israel by his frcijut 
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reqnsBte for an address on Jewish matters, and especially 
, for an address at several successive annaal Confereactitt. 
'A llildinay UiiiuoQ (o the Jews was a topic of 
frequent and serious conversation, not oiily between 
Mr. Pennefotbcr and in^'self, but also with his ezcelleab 
and beloved widow, even when I bad not the remotest 
^^idea that the Lord might direct my steps thitherward. 
^t^'The "Homo for Agod Christian Israelites," which 
^^B| Lord enabled me to found, and of which I ara the 
^gHtm. Superintendent, belongs legally to the " British 
^ Society for ilia Propagation of the Gospel among the 

I Jews," and the committee have the power to take it out 
of my hands. They have kindly expressed a willing- 
oeas to leave this Home under my superintvudonee, and 
I have expressed my ivitlin^ess to continue my solo 
reopoDsibility for its support and management, if I may 
be permitted to manage it uncontrolled by the com- 
mittee, leaving the property in their hands as trustees, 
and sending to them an annual reports 
' This matter is still pending, and may not be decided 
before this letter is printed. Further information may 
I be looked for ui the coliimos of The ChristiaTL 
B ' And now, beloved friends, I have lo press home to 
myself and to you, two or three important and solemn 
considerationa The time is short. The restoration o( 
^Israel may be very near. The coming of the Ix)nl 
Hdraweth nigh. There are 60,000 Jews in ear couDtry 
Bnow, but they may not be here much longer. Do yoa 
think the conscience of the Christian Church in 
England is clear of the blood of these Jews? Let us 
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ftak oursolvoa all roaDd, "Is my eonacicncA dent 
respecting them > " Eui all been dooe Uut might and 
ought to have be«n dooe in bringing the Jews to 
Jesuiit 

* Oh that the words of onr Lord may ever ring in oar 
mn, " Occupy till I come." Oh, do not let <aa seek for 
rMMiu to excuse oarselvea for neglecting tlie Jew ; hot 
let OS consider his special claim on oar loving and 
prayurful effort, in the recollection of what we owe to 
htm, and of what the world is yet to receive of blessing 
through his instrameotality, and let m "go rather to 
the lost sheep of tlie hoose of IsraeL" 

'Earnest prayer for the Jews, and for all seeking 
their welfare, is requested from all friends of lorael 
every Saturdajf morning. 

' FreewUl qferingw for " The Mildm&y Mi!<ftion to the 
Jews" may be oent to Captain the Hon. R. Horeton 
Conference Uall, Mildmay Park, N. ; to the Office of 
The Chriatian; or to John Wilkinson, 79 Mildmay Rood, 
London, N. 

' These ofTcrings should bo accompanied by a definite 
statement as to the intention of the douor, and with the 
donor's address, not for publication, but that the receipt 
may be acknowli'dgcd. 

' Object4—l. Tlio General Mission Work. ^hI 

2. Home for Agcil Christian Israelites. ^TB 

3. The Poor — converted and unconverted, 

Mpeeially the sick and aged. 

4. All kinds of ttecoiid-hatid clothes for men, 

women, and children. 
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*• Serve now the Lord your God sod His people 
I»™er"(2Chion.xxxv. 3). 
' I am, dear friends, your servant for Jesus' sake, 
•John Wilkinhoj*.' 
This was the "telUng" of the Lord's people, for the 
principle in the newly formed Uission was and always 
has been, ** Ask the Lord, and tell His people." If sonic 
are disposed to say that this is only another form of 
asking, we will let thorn have their way. It is not 
worth tho tiiiio spent in ar^mcnt. Wo could, however, 
tell a story, worw it dcaimblo to do ho, of what this 
■ principle has mcAnt in daily experience — sometimes of 
what men would call loss, sometimes also of ostracism 

• and criticism ; but we tiumhty believe abio of inudi of 
the smite of Qod in preserving tho Mission from it« 
inception onward from the reproach of debt, as well as 
^ in prospering its efTorta. 

^ We have said that Mr. Wilkinson prayed definitely 
for £1000 a year tor tlirec years. The first year tho 
£1000 was roccivod in 365 days, i.e. it was only 
made complote on tho last day of the year; the same 
vxpcrieaoo took place the second year. 

On tlio last day— 3 1 st May 1 87 7— of the first year of tho 
new Misuon we find this entry in Mr. Wi I kiiison's journal : 

' This IB tho last day of our first year's Mission to the 
Jews from the Confercnoo Hall. Twelve months ago 
we asked the Lord to entruHt to oor stewardship, in the 
interest of this Mission, the sum of £1000. Tlie sum 
yesterday was £090 I6h. 5d.; this morning a chequo 
MDie in, value £25 6a. 6d. This is indeed of the Lord, 
and we praine His holy name. A young Jew — Cohen— 
to whom we presented Christ in Hull , came to London by 
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ataamer to-day, and wisheR to give up oU Cor Christ. 
Ur. Adler and I talked and prayed with him. Wo are 
truly thankfol for His blearing so manifestly givim oo 
our first year'H work.' 

But we now rctam to recent tho progreBS of the work 
itaelf during tbe fini year. A second assistant to Ur. 
WilkinHon was found in "Sir. TIalbmiUion. How he came 
to join tlie new work of Mr. Wilkinson may be judged 
by the following letter from the late Dr. Stem, of tbe 
London Society for the Promotion of Christianity 
among the Jews. 

■3 CutBBIDGB LODOS TlLUS, VaMX StSKR, 

Hacskit, AuguM SSiid. 
'Mt »eab Mr. Wilkinson.— I am very glad that you 
have writtvii to me in a candid, straightforward stylo 
about Mr. Ualbmillioo. If we uiissionanes were to imitate 
your example, it woaM lead to more confidence and 
mutual sympathy. I am tjuitc willing to part with Mr. 
Halbmiltion. He ia a pious Christian man. Much 
learning he has not. What ho knows, he is, however, 
most anxious to communicate to othera. He has had the 
charge of the Wanderers' Home for the lost three years 
and a half. During that time he always manifested 
great zeal in imprcesing otheis with the convictions he 
cherished himself. . . . You are nuHtakeu in supposing 
that he is in the employ of the London Jews' Society. 
The latter has noUiing to do with the Wanderers' 
Home and its management It is supported by my own 
friends, and nnder the control of a distinct eomuitteei. 
The latter, I am sure will accede to Mr. Halbmillion's 
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request to leave bis post, particulsrly as be has tho 
prospect oC realising his ardent desire of being engaged 
in direct missionary work. 

' With mnch regard and esleem. Ever yours truly, 

' HENRr D. Stern.' 

Another temporary helper van found in Mr. Hertz- 
bcig, ft 8tad«Qt entering Harley College (then known as 
Mr. Omttan Oiiinness' College). We come then to a 
decisive day in tlie story ot the newly formed work, 
when it found its qtutrtcrs at 36 Wcllclosu S(]uai-o, those 
prodoUB premises, full of sweet and bittvr »«sucmliuns. 
Tboa oarntes Mr. Wilkinson the evvab in his privute 
jonnul: 

'Juljf 16, 1876. Mr. Adlcr, Mr. HalbmilHon, and BIr. 
Hcrtsberg met m« and iny two sons this morning at 
10^ near the Spitulfiolds Church. I announced a 
hymn. " Hold the Fort," and offered a short prayer, and 
was in a few minutes surrounded by a crowd of Jews — 
men. women, and children. I gave a short addreflS in 
English, and Hr. Halhmillion one in German. Wo all 
engaged in oonvereation, and distributed tracts to eager 
recipients. We were shouted after, and took refuge For 
awhile in the Spitalfiolds Wealeyan Chapel,* and then 
went off to Whitechapcl and Wellcloee Square, and 
bad long conversations with Jews, especially with Mr. 
Lebus, cabinet maker, who employs about forty hands. 
Ue said be dare not say that Christianity is not true. 
Wa reUinud weary, but happy for such opportunities 
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ot teetitying for Jesos. Sir. and Hra. Borate of 36 
WellcloHe Sqaftre. are zealous in Israel's caose. Hr. 
Bcust ia a Qennan, and Hra. Boni a ChrisUan J«wmb 
— both Wesleyana. I have engaged their room fcn- 
mcctin^ on Saturdays and Sondaya and a Thursday 
evening [fraycr-mceting, and -pray that we may have 
mudi blessing.' 

The gronnd thos broken, we find much of Hr. 
Wilkinson's time occupied in instruction to and con- 
vorsation with a number of young Jews who visited 
liim at 79 Miklmay Road. A s'iait waa also paid by 
Mr. Wilkinson to the ofBcea of the JeunA Ckronieie 
and the Jevnfh World, the two leading English Jewish 
newspapers. This quotation from the journal illustrates 
the attitude of representative Jews to Christian misnooa 
thirty years ago, an attitude which lias not altered, 
though it has perhaps become intensified by the increaae 
of effort put forward by Christians to reach the Jews 
with the saving trutlis of the Gospel. It also illustrates 
the fact that a frank and friendly approacli to sucl) 
Jews may do something to disarm that attitWe of 
prejudice aud animosity. 

•July 26. 1876. Mr. Myers, publisher of the Jetouh 
ChTWticU. was bitterly angry with Christian Jews, 
whom lie regarded im mere hirelings for seeking to get 
hold of Jewish childi-en without the knowledge of their 
parents, and e.ho for waylaying Jews in the streeta and 
compelling them to conrerae on Christian doctrine. la 
answer to my complaint of tlio ungenerous attacks oa 
Christianity, he replied that the wrongs of ages Justified 
them. 
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'On eoteriDg the ofiioe of the Jewish Wtyrid, Mr. 
Valeatine, the publisher, fintt apoke to me, and then took 
m« at my request into Uie private room of tlie editor, 
Mr. Boseoberg. I iutroduced myself as a convereioniat, 
openly and earaeetly desiring by all legitimate means to 
bring th« Jews to Christ, and reminding tbem that they 
bad honoured me occasionally in their columns. W« 
had a long friendly and most interesting conversatioD 
for an hour or an hour and a half on I'urkey, Russia, 
I'ftleatinc, convention work, motives, uieans, etc. 

•"But why," ajikcd tho editor, "turn such special 
attention to usf" 

'"Bccnuflo we owe more to you than to any other 
people. Besides, yon own as Divine the documents 
from which we prove the Me^siahship of Jesus: and, 
further, our command ia 'to the Jew first,' and as yoa 
are a civilised and Old Testament believing people, iF 
we get you to trust in Christ, you will greatly help in 
preaching the Gospel to the Gentiles." 

'We spoke about Dr. McCaul's OUi PafAa, and 
Emanuel Dcutscli's article on tho Talmud. They said 
that many of tho best things in the New Testament 
were found in heathen eacred books, from which tJiey 
had been copied. They denounced Palestine Place, and 
Mrs. Reynolds' work among the Jewish children. I 
told them that I hod long refused to admit the Jewish 
World into my bouse because of ita low and often 
ongeneroua language ; but thought it had improved ot 
tote, BO I was willing to read it. I had, indeed, got the 
imprcaiuon that ita conductors were abusive and infidd. 
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This was said in good psrt. ftnd taken so. After a long 
ftod varied converaation, vo shook hands most cordially, 
uid ths editor said be should be glad for me to drop in 
at any time, and he woold come and spend an hoar some 
evening at my hooso. I told bim I woold neither bribe 
oor intimidate any Jew to become a Cbnstian, for I 
believed only in Holy Qhont eoDvenions as genaine 

0I1Q8. 

' " Have yon ever convert«d ooe J«w 7 ' 

'"Ko; but the Lord has aeveral, and I have baptised 
them. I shall preach Jeaus to you, but vill say no 
more than yon are willing to listen to." 

* " All right, I will come and see you, and we will have 
a talk," said the editor. A cordial band-obake and 
good-bye.' 

A Few days afterwards the following entry stands in 
the Jourtial : 

'J%Uy 30, 1876. Sunday morning, 8 o'clock, gave an 
address to workers in the Conference Hall : " How to 
deal with the Jew, and with intelligent nnbelievem 
generally." The ground of apjwd — the Word. Modf 
of tTUerpretation — lit«ral. tVitnner of address — by 
qnostioQ, as Jesus ood doctors. To mvUituda — 
repent. To dwipUt — teaching Messianic predictions. 
Sceptre, Daniel's weeks, SO pieces of silver, as.s and foal. 
Ths Objection — cruelties, idolatries, inconsistencies of 
nominal Christiana. PrincipU of »acr\Jic€ — bring 
home fiio and condemnation. Rev. Kublur and Hudson 
Taylor prayed. We specially commended Ur. Tmylar to 
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Iho Lord's care on fais departnrc io a few dajs for 
CbinA.' 
Though the "Home for Aged Christian Israelites" 
had been formally handod over to Ihv British Society, 
I Air. WilkinHon'ii interest in the oM people who wore 
its iDniat«s did not abate. 
'August 11, 1876. Took the old folks from 
" Ebenezer " to-day on a trip to Epping Forest. ' Day 
remarkably fioe. Forest qniet and beautiful. Mr. 
Bibbard kindly drove as in hts van, and wc took 
abaodant provisions for dinner and tea. Mr. and 
Mrs. Fbilipeon, Mr. and Mrs. Ahrons'^n, Mrs. Bcbder, 
Mr. and Mm. Uibbard and two children, myself, wife, 
Henry, Florence, Samuel and Lacy. Between dinner 
and tea we Rang Sankey's hymns, and after tea the 
doxolog}'. I gave a short addre&s on God's goodness 
to IIS, and otTered prayer. We reached home in safety, 
having had a most enjoyable day.' 



I 



Copious entries of conversations with Jewish inquirwa 
and fellow-misflionarie« fill dear fatlicr's graphic diary 
at this period. Here is another touch of family life : 

'Auguvt 17, IS76. Left this morning at 10 o'clock 
for Liverpool and Sonthport with my dear son Hcnrj*, 
on his way to Singapore. Had a pleasant morning 
asoong our friends. Went to liverpocd by Ute 8.30 
train; went on boanl the "tender" at S o'clock, and 
the Agamemnon aailod about 20 minutes before 6. 
Two other young men accompanied my son — Brown 
and St«phea& Henry went in good spirits. I bad 
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prayer with bim in bis pretty little calm. Tbe Lnd 
Ood of lerael bl«s him !' 

The next day Mr. Wilkinson travelled hom« to 
LoodoR. On the duy followiajr we find him u busy 
as ttsuol. Tiie day's prograniine included oonversatiou 
with BOvcQ cAllcrs — ni<nt of tbein inquircni; the oon- 
duct of tbe Oo«pel incx'tin]! at WcUelose Squaro; and 
a call on a family of Jews, and then a visit to 
Mr. William BootJi. Tlicre was no Salvation Army 
then, and no "Qeneral" Booth. It was ttiniply "Tlic 
Christian Misnion," and the premises which my father 
speaks of as " the Mission Hall " b«esme afterwartls 
the headquarters of tlic newly formed Salvation Army. 
To-day they form a shelter for workK«a men. I well 
remember accompanying my father to both tbe Mission 
premises and to Mr. Booth's house, fronting on Victoria 
Park. 



'AvffMt 19. Eerizberg — convenatioo and prayer. 
Fnenkel, Heynuin. Marks, Goldberg;, Davis, and Sachs 
called. With Sachs I read the 4tb chapter of Hebrews, 
and prayed. From 3 to 7 p^ro. attended a meeting of 
Jews at W'ellclose Square, and oddreased them on 
the 2nd Pnalm, and thai Christianity was no new 
religion to Jews: it was a Jewish religion, and not 
like Mohammedanism. 

'Called on Dr. Fuiikensteia and hod an earnest talk 
on the Sceptre of Judah. He is writing a Comment«ry 
on tbe Pentateuelt. I think both he and bis wife 
secretly believe in Jesua. They will take tea with 
me OD Friday next. Went to see tbe Uiasion Hall 
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in Whitech&pel with & view to Satarday meetings, 
ftod also went to Victoria Park to see Mr. Booth or 
bia secretary, Sir. R&iltoa.' 

Still another extract most we give from thiB 
descriptive and volaminoua diary, the language as 
well as the subject-matter o( which reveal so much 
of the man who has left us the record : 

'Av^uM 24 A young Jew called for boots and 
other help, hut I had little conSdence in him. 
Hamburger, an intelligent young Jew with spectacles, 
called. Hertzberg spoke with )iim in German, and 
I gave him a trifle. Had prayer with Ilertzberg. 
Had an eenie«t conversation wiUi Lewiti. From 3 to 
430 p.nt. visited Jews and Jewesses in the German 

^Hospital Halhmillion and Hurtzburg accompanied me. 
I spoke with four Jewesses, three of whom could not 
read. One was a young mother, only eighteen years 
of ago. I nursed two babies a little while. Had a 
most interesting conversation with a Mr. Hamburger, 
about fifty or sixty years of age, from CarditT, 8ufl*ei-ing 
from paralysis. He spoke of Jesus as "our Saviour," 
and denoiinocd the wickedness of tlic generation that 

I rejected Christ. I pressed on his attention the doctrine 

'of atonement from the 53rd of Isaiah, and tl>e Di%'inity 
of Christ from the 2nd Psalm. Ho introduced me to 
Jews in another ward, and I was much interested 
in a yonng Jew from America, named Bloom. The 

Lliord UeBS oar testimony. Reading, conversation, and 

'prayer with Sachs till nearly o'clock.' 
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Does not the {ot^rortcil reader ndc himself — "When 
did llr. Wilkinsoa get his leisure for recrcatioa of 
luind uid body ; when his time for reading sad 
mediUition on the Word of God 1 " It would seem 
OH if every niiimte of these basy days was eshAOsted 
with energetic Ubour. and none left for repoee of body, 
aoul, nnd mind. 

But there ww, noTcrthelcas, time loft — or rather, 
time taken — for tlieeo mo«t TitoJly neoessary things. 
One of the dtrong sides of our faUicr's character W8« 
Men in the way in which, by due economy of time, 
he secured regular and patient study of the Scripturca, 
regular bodily exercise — generally a daily constitutional 
— and a liberal share of his evenings for domestic relaxa- 
tion with his wife and children. It was thns he preserved 
his vigour of body, cheerfulness of mind and disposition, 
aod calm faith in God. Among my very wide Christian 
ac(]QiuntaQCo of Christian ministers, evangelists, and 
teachera, I knew few, if any, who couple such devotion 
to the service of God with such wise regard for the 
interc-st« of the whole man — social. phvHical, intellectual, 
spiritual — as did my beloved father. He was a patient 
and productive student, but never an unpractical recluse ; 
he was a great walker, but never strained his powers 
of cflbrt or endurance; his daily paper kept bini an 
courtint with all the happenings of the day, but they 
never al>»orbed biro; he took the keenest enjoyment in 
the musical evenings of his wife and children or the game 
of bagatelle, yet was never a Ume-woster; he was con- 
ifHCQOUsly a man of prayer — yiss, at times of prayer and 
fasting — yet there was nothing of austerity or a-weticism 
about him. John Wilkinson was an illustration — all too 
infrecjuent among Christians — of n whole man, with each 
part of hU nature fully and pi-oporttonately and whole- 
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, somely developed. Surely here in an example and a 

■ warniog to multitudes of Christiana, either on the one 
bftod overworked and feeble; or on the other, self- 
iodulgest and fleshly. 

Even iu the first year of the newly formed Mildniay 
f'JIiffiion to the Jews, we find the witness of tim 
' misaionarivs leading to the conversion of Jewish soula, 
itnd tliuir Donfession of Chri&t by baptism. On 
5th Kovembcr 1876. Mr. Wilkinson baptixed two youiif; 
Jews, Adolf Gordon and Louis Dworkowitx, in Mildmay 
Conference HalL " U was a happy and bU-^sed service ; 
and there w«ro many Jews and Jewesses present." 

■ Again, on lOtli December, in the same building, Joseph 
Steinbcix confLrsscd Jesus by baptism. The diary adds : 
" We bad present a lai^u number of Jews and Jcwcssv^ 
May the Lord awaken and save others — many others.'* 
Another — Immei^ood by name — was baptized at Mild- 
may Park Wesleyan Chapel on the 17th Bccembor; 
and another — a deaf-and-dumb Jew — was baptized oa 

' Christmaa Eve at the meeting for Denf and Dumb at 
fUildmay — the questions being satisfactorily interpreted 
to him. 

Love and zeal are inventive— other Forms of effort 
were added to the persistent missionarj' witness to 
Jews, either at the Mission Room in Wellclose Scinare, 
or in streets or private housca The Night School 
for Children was opened on 11th January 1877. 
Seeing that the school has been maintained for thirty 
Lyeara, and is being maintained to-day at the Central 
-Ball in Philpot Street. East London, a special interest 
attaches to the circumstances and lines of its initiation. 
Thus speaks the diary : 

'January 11, 1877. This evening we opened our 
Night School for children in Wellcloee Square. The 
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children gathered in about 6.30 p.in., and the mothera of 
eome were presonL Though we bad let it be koown 
thAt we should not receive one child vithout the fall 
conscut of Ha p»reDts,aDd also with the understanding th&t 
vre nbould train it for Jems, we oommenccd with thirty- 
one Jpwifih diildren present. Mr. HalbmtUion, Mr. Adler, 
Mum Butcher, with her nephew and niece, Mr. and Mrs. 
Borst, betiidcM two Jewish fathers and four or five Jewish 
mothcn, were abo prwent. I took down the names and 
Bgca of the children. I then offered a brief, simple prayer, 
and oaked all to follow me in repeating the hoti'a prayer ; 
and alt did ho. I then read the 123nd Psalm, and the 
children repeated it after mo line by line. We then 
saug " Hold the Fort," in which the children and mothers 
heartily joined. I then gave a brief and simple address 
on cleanlineRH, punctuality, truthfuine«e, obedicoee to 
parents, kindness to each oUier, and all to please Ood. 
Wo told them of the love of Josiu, and sang " Safe in 
the Arms of Jusos"; Prayer and Benediction. I then 
gave them, ctoch one by nnmo, an orange, and said a few 
kind words to each child. Ood bless them I ' 

Another bnmch of cfTort was the itinerant miasion to 
the provinces. On 17th April, Mr. Wilkinson and Mr. 
Adler left London for Grimsby for the visitation of Jews. 
The next day's diary records : 

' Hud a long and interesting day for Jcaos among the 
Jews. Some abused us, but most received us kindly 
and accepted tracts.' 



^ 



Each subsequent day was filled with interesting 
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mversations or gatherings growing out of this visitation. 
There ia ouly onu bruivk in the continuity o£ the diary 
record to state that on 23rd April 18V7, " Russia dedared 
war against Turkey, and at once crossed the Pruth into 
Boumania." Passing on to Hull, the missionera con- 
tinued the same miniiitry. attending nynagogue, seeking 
Jews in streets, shops, and houses during the week, and 
preaching in Christian gatlierings on the Sunday. 

Uome again in Loudon in May, the usual work waa 
proceeded with. Later in the month another worker 
was found in Mrs. Borst, who was "engaged to assist 
Miss Butcher in v-isiting QGrman Jewessea" Dear Mrei. 
BoT9t laboured for nearly thirty years, before her ailing 
health oompellcd her retirement. Her daughter followed 
her (after training at Doric Lodge) as a mission worker 
in the Mildmay Mission to tlie Jews, till the doae of 
1907, when she left the Mission to be married to a 
B«pUBt miasiooary in China. 

And again another form of effort and testimony, which 
wa8 set OD foot in the first year of the new Mission's 
QxistAooc waa the Scwiug-CIass for Jewesses. The work 
of the missionaries was mostly among men ; ladies were 
needed to reach the women. Acting on the model of 
the class inaugurated by the late Mrs. Way (Fhilo- 
Jodnaa Society), a weekly Sewing-Class was commeaocd 
at Wcllclose Sqcare. The women were paid 6d. for two 
hours' work, the work being afterwards aold to them 
at cheap ratea, thus assisting them in their poverty la 
two useful and non-pauperising ways. This formod 
a legitimate means of reaching them with the Gospel by 
means of addresses as they worked, or after they had 
finished. The Jewesses were very superstitious and 
ignorant, and at first it waa difficult to got any to como. 
Prayer was oflered for 25 till that number waa obtsuned ; 
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then for 50 ; tbea for 76 ; then for 100. In later yeus 
latter rooma than Welldoae Square had to be faired ; and 
Nnce the Central Hall was opened in 1892, the claaa haa 
been held there, averaging between 275 and 300 women 
week by week, who under the guidance of Christian 
ladies have learnt the use of the needle, and — that which 
is most desired — the use of the aU-powerfol name of 
their Messiah, Jesus, in making their petitions heard io 
the ear of Jehovah, 



CHAPTER XIII 
The Mildmay Mission to the Jews— Co/iW. 

(1876-1877) 

* SO CAAtTOi) Stbkkt, Ualit ax, 
Oclober 7, 18T6. 

' fili ^ ''^■*'* *'**' ^' "-'f "^OJ^.— Go oil nnd prosper. Bo 
■"-*- true to your motto. If tbe Lonl bo with you, 
you will not lack funds, and — what is far better — agency. 
Jjei the converted Israelites go everywhere " preaching 
the Word " (Acts vuj, 4). They will do more spiritual 
work than technical agency. And mind, do not con- 
tract debts — even on plausible grounds. Temporal help 
t-wsociated with the invitations of the OoHpel is, aft«r all, 
a problomatical alTair. 

' Build, not hire, the accommodation reqnired. — ^Toars 
iu the one Christ, J. Lounr. 

* Rev. John Wilkinson." 

The friendship of the above correspondent, the late 
I James LouUt of Halifax, was a groat comfort and 
strength to Mr. Wilkinson in the early days of the new 
Mission. For the 6rat fifteen yi-ara of the Mission 
Mr. Wilkinson, in spite of Mr. Loutit's udvice, luid no 
thought of building. It was only as the various hired 
10 i" 
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premims becuno inmiEEeioDt uid omRlitAble for Ui« 
growing work, that the thought of tho Central Hull laid 
hold on him. 

Another such 8t«unch and strong friend was tho lftt« 
Henry Kowbothain of Pontcfract Wo have not Mr, 
WilkinAoa'a lett«ra to Hr. Rowbotham, aa he seldom 
copied his leUcn; but reading between the lines of tha 
following GOmmUDieations from Mr. Rowbotbam, tberaj 
is a street savour of Christian friendship, 

'JE300 ^ 

•Entirely at Mr. Wilkinson's disposal for Christian 
labour amongst the Jews in the name of 

" Jesus." 
' No other name to be meotioned.* 

The above communication ia undated. Poaatbly ii 
was accompanied or quickly followed by this: 

•ir«A n 1R6L 
'Uy dexb Christian Brother, — Many thanks for 
your kind letter. The Lord bless and guide you in: 
your good work to which you have devoted your life. 
It is an honour from Ood to be prompted and able to 
help such a work. With hearty sympathy and humble 
prayer. — Affectionately yours in Christ Jesus. 

'Henbt Bowbothjui.' 



'(Private) 'MjkEKKT Placid PovmsAor, 

J«n> 19^ 1070. 

'Mr bbijOTED Brother, — I am much obliged for 

your kind favour of ITtli inat with the encloaure, both 

of which I have read with great iotereat, and I should 
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have h*d pleasure in sending yon aomettuag mora for 
one of your objects, bat UutMigh a sadden ravene on 
the Stock Excliange, aad the failure of two or throe 
|;di«nt8, it has pleased the Lord io His goodness to nic 
to take from uic all the earnings of my life, £.10,000, in a 
fortnight, and I am still far from paying my croditois. 
This great trial Uo has given me grace to bear. Unlike 
Job, he has left me wife, children, health, and dear 
Cliristian frionda 

• Do you ask whether I regret doing what I did for 
the poor Jews, when I was warranted in doing so ? Oh 
no t I am deeply thankful that I have so much treasure 
laid up in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth 
corrupt, and whore thieves do not break through and 
steal. I would not withdraw a penny from this blessed 
hank, whatever the futoro. 

■ I only ask you, my dear brother, to pray for mo that 
my faith fail not I know it has been done in love to 
my souL I shall not now have to pass through the eye 
of the needle to heaven. — With dearest love and best 
wishes for your work, Afiectionatcly yours, 

'HeNKY IlOWBOTHAM. 
'KcT. John Wilkinson. 

■ I am thankful to say I have arranged all with my 
, creditora, cmly three in namber.' 



■ PosruoAOT, /ui« 93n/, 1676. 
j1|Jt DKAH MK- Wilkinson, — Very many thanks for 
' comforting Christian letter. I was suro I should 
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have your sympathy and your prayers, and these alona 
iodttced mu to open my mind to you ; but I fear I have 
trMfwosed too mw^ apoo yoor time tor sod) a beautifal 
letter. Thanks for your noble offer for material help, 
bat I do not netd it. &Iy creditors have accepted 5a. 
in the pound, and handsomely left me £2000 to £3000 to 
work Dpon if I get all in ; and my principal agent will 
execute the Utile buaneea left, which will amply keep 
my family. I told them in my balanoe-eheet everything 
I had, to watches in oar pockets, pigs in the stye, etc, 
and kept nothing back for wife and children, and put 
my all at their service. I now cmly ask the Lord if He 
pteifle* to l«t me live to pay the other ISs. in the pound, 
that will not bo asked for ; and if I do all this, still what 
a bankrupt before God ! — but Jenu has paid it all. 

' I was last night doing as my Saviour tells me in the 
beaotifnl meadows — beholding the fowls of the air and 
listening to their sweet singing, and taking the flowers 
in my hand to connider; and oh, how sweet it was to 
meditate upon Matthew vi. 24-34, ily business now is 
to stand still and see tiie salvation of God. Uow much 
I have to Uess Ood for yet ' I was very much rebuked 
a few days aga A poor disabled old itoldior. who cannot 
walk a mile an hour, through a sunstroke, and who 
lives in a cellar near me by himself, asked mo, as he 
does soDiotimee, to read and pray with him the following 
Sunday (knowing of my misfortaQe). I said I coold 
do that ; but aa he knew, I could not help him as usual, 
for I WAS poorer than he, not being able to pay my 
debts. He spoke to me on the Monday morning with 



4 



d 



Thb Milduat Mission to the Jews 149 

tmn in his eyee, saying he hod thought a good deal of 
vhat I said, bat he could not see how I could be as poor 
&s he WAS, for ho bad ooUung in the house all Sunday, 
and was not able to num a pound of bread until Mon- 
day morning. Whun I thou^t bow I bud fared, how 
aahamcd I felt before God I Bless the I*onI, my 
Boul, and forget not alt His boneSts ! 

' With Chmtian love to yoor duar wife and self, 
behere me, Youni in Jesus, Hr. Howiiotoah.' 

The Miaaioo progressed. On 2nd July 1S77, it held 
its Brst gathering of Jews, Jeweat»e8, and Jewish children 
ut the Conference Hall, Mildmay. About ISO eat dowa 
to tea in Na 4 room. 

'The deaconesses and oq)han8 served meet ably and 
kiadly. Hn. Pennefather came in to see us, and Mi« 
Stubbe had Um with us. Play from 6 to 7. 7.15 to 
&15, meeting in the same room. Opened with noging 
■^ '? by my own family. Then silent prayer. Then 
the l/>rd's Prayer, in which the children joined. . . . 
Then the benediction according to Xunibors vi., in Hebrew 
aod English. ... So closed this vciy happy day.' 

Taking Mr. Adicr with him. Mr. Wilkinson visited 
various provincial towns for the purpose of reaching the 
resident Jews. In Sunderhiud they hod many rcbufls 
from Jews upon whom they called ; but the copy of the 
53rd of I>«iah placed in the window of their lodgings 
attracted a number, and often they were able to converse 
of thingD eternal with twenty or more Jews in one day. 
Oocoflionally there was encouraging rCHpoiiw. 

' Last night a Jew called, and Adler talked to him ; 



150 



l.iFR OP John WiLKmaoN 



be came agoui this monuog about oine, and we eet 
before him Christ and a free and present salvation. He 
seemed to see the way of life, and trusted in Jesus. W« 
all three knelt and thanked our God. The Loid keep him I ' 

From time to time Bir. Wilkinson felt juatified in 
baptizing Jews, on profeeaion of their faith in tlio Lord 
JcHiw as their Messiah and Saviour. Tliti baptisms 
wen) somvtimes arranged in Mildinay Conference Hall, 
generally at the cloec of a Sunday evening service, and 
sometimes in Mildmay Park Wesleyan OliapoL Mr. 
Wilkinson's method of baptism was by pouring. He 
thonglit and wrote strongly on the subject of baptism ; 
was a pH)do-baptist and nnti-itiimcrftioniat by sincere 
conviction. But liis attitude to those whose conrtctioos 
were different on this subject is worthy of menticm — 
and emulation. When I, his son, the writer of this 
volume, became his assistant in the leadership of the 
Mildmay Mission to the Jews, having in the meantime 
seen it right to be baptized by immersion as a believer 
in the Lord Jesus, Mr. Wilkinson gave me the same 
liberty of judgement as ho reserved for himsell lb 
became — and is still — the custom in the Mission to let 
Jewish candidates for baptism choose their own mode, 
after independent study of the Scripture on that point 

Mr. Wilkinson made tbo baptismal service delightfully 
simple and impressive. He always addressed three 
questions to the candidate, requiring an audible snswer. 
They were as follows ; 

" Question^ Do you accept the Lord Jesua as the 
Messiah promised to our fathers ; and do you, as a poor 
sinner, trust only in Him for salvation ? 

" Ansiivr. Yea. 

" Qu^tion. Do you wish to be baptized in His Name ? 
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" A-ntwer. I do. 

" Question. Why so V 

"Antwer. Bvcauso tbc Lord Josos Christ commands it." 

These queiiUoiiB bc-'mg answered, Mr. Wilkiosoa gener- 
ally oddroascd the audienco or Mritoesses with the further 
qaeeticm: "On Huch a. testimony can say man forbid 
water ? " With the congregation standing, he poured 
a handful of wat«r upon th« head of the convert, and 
then called upon all to sing tlio hymn 

" Bing the betU of hwTen I 
There it joy to-daj, 
Pot a «ral retuniin^ from Ibe wild," 

Tt also became the custom to present the baptized 
person with a Bible, some Christian friend present being 
asked to hand it to the convert with a few worda of 
counsel and comfort. 

When, about 1872 or 1873, Mr. Wilkinson first men- 
tioned at the Annual Mildmay Conference his desire to 
Op<!n a Home for Aged Christian Jews — before rcfttrrcd to 
— a doctor wrote toliimofTeringhis ftervicv«grattiiton);ly 
as medical attendant at the Home. As soon as the 
Home was opened, these services were gratefully accepted, 
and cheerfully given for some yoar«. 

In August 1877 this same doctor wrote again to Mr. 
Wilkinson with this nsquost, " Will you and your wife 
Moin me and my wife in prayer that the Lord would 
nirect me as to my future. I have had it laid on my 
RieBrt to become a medical missionary." Mr. Wilkinson's 
neply was, " Yes, we will ; and if the Lord should 
Iboaoar me by allowing me to establish a Medical 
niiasion in the interest of His people Israel, and that 
you should be the tirst medical missionary, we will 
rejoice together." Mr. Wilkinaon and this doctor after- 
wards met and had prayer together, asking Ood for £500 
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a» a token thut they were on the line of HU mil. Enrly 
iu 1878 we tind the following diary nota: 

•1878, J/imA 30. The Lord answered our prayers 
for WMDS q>ecia1 token of His approvnl of our wish to 
Mtoblub a Medical Mission — cheque, value £50, Mat 
from Birmingham.' 

Soon X300 was sent to. Then special prayer was 
held at Ifildinay tor £200 more. Thus Hr. Wilkinmn 
told the Btory : 

' A few weeks later I had to address a meeting in tlte 
suburbs of London. While praying in my atady for 
blessing on the meeting, it was laid on my heart that 
there miglit be some present at the meeting able to g^ve 
£200. and I prayed accordingly. 

' Thero was no collection, no freewill oiTeriiigs at the 
door; but the announcement was made that ii anycmo 
would like to give anything, they might communicate 
witli Mildmay, My wife and I hastened to the station, 
but lost the train by half a minute. Two ladies waited 
with us for the next half-hour train, and rtmarked : 

' " We have been much interested in your desire For 
a Medical Mission. It is so Cliristlibe : our Lord was a 
Medical Missionary. Too must have it. How much 
do you need i " 

■•* £500." 

' " How much have you T " 

'"fSOO." 

' " We will give you the rest. Our blessed Lord ia 
coming back again, and perhaps soon, and He must not 
find us too heavily weighted with gold when He comea." 
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' A sliort while after a cheqne was put into my handa 
with tbcs« words : " Our love-token to our Lord Jeeue," ' 

Two years elapsed before the Uedical Mission was 
actually opened in Ilooper Square, Leman Street, ia 
1880. Tbo beloved doctor mentioned above became ita 
fint medical miaaionsry, according to &Ir. Wilkinnon'-i 
expressed dedre, and remains till now — li)08 — its Super- 
intendent, beloved by all bin co-labourers pant and 
preseot, and by multitudes of Jews. Other devoted 
Cbristiaa medical men have taken part in it For longer 
or shorter periods — Drs, Marshall, Roberts, M'Crae, 
Bocha. DobrashiaD, Clarke, Mackay, Hutchinson. Gold- 
stein, Hitchings, Bcrgin, Benoly, Robinson, and Aspland. 
Uany consecrated women have also mtntstered dally 
to poor sick Jews in connexion with it; and it has not 
wanted patients, for there has never been a time, we 
believe, when the number of applicants for treatment 
did not exceed the accommodation available. For now 
nearly thirty years it has prosecuted its ministry of 
mercy, bringing to the surface an immense amount of 
real and deep poverty and pain, but opening thousands 
of doors and eara to the Qospel message, and many 
hearts to receive salvation for time and otemity through 
Jesus Christ 

In April and May 1878, Mr. Wilkinson paid a misHicHi- 
ary viat to Sweden. But this demands a chapter to itself. 

May 31st, 1878, dosed the second yeair's existence of 
the Mildmay Mission to the Jews. 

'This morning our second £1000 for our second year 
was £25 short, but a cheque for £30 sent in by The 
CArwttun made it £5 Ss. 9d. over the £1000. For this 
token of the Ijord'a blcMing, and of His personal supcrin- 
tcndoDOe of the Uission. we praise Uim wiUi ail the lumrt,' 
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(1878) 

MR. WILKINSON'S vinit to Sweden, which ocjcupied 
six weeks, was ondertaken at the invitation of 
friends of Ittra«l in that country with a view of 
stittngthcning their hands in their efforts to further 
brael's caiuc. He was accompanied by the Rev. Jamca 
Adler and \m sou Samuel (the writer oE this volume), 
then fifteen years of age. The towns visited were Stock- 
holm, Gothenburg, Upsalii, Lund, Malino, Jonkopiug, Nor- 
k&ping, Wilhelmsro, and WcnsclSf. Very largo and en- 
thusiafliio meetings were held in most of these placen, 
whilst the press notices, favourable and unfavourable, 
excited numbers of Jews to attend, giving wide oppor- 
iunitiee of convcreatianul as well as public witness to 
them. Hr. Wilkinson and his compamons were over- 
Trhelmed with kindness and attention from friends m 
everj' place and on evorj* band. They also had the 
privilege of an introdaction to the King. The following 
are notes from Mr. Wilkinson's diary: 

' On the SS, RoUo, en rout« from Hull to Ootheabnrg, 
April I3, 1878. About a dozen first-class passengers. 
We all enjoyed our breakfasts at 9 o'clock, I was 
asked to take the head of the table in the absence of the 
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C^rfain. I proposed we ahoald in sUeiKe give thankn 
to Qod for our food. We bad several Swedes in the 
hinder part of Uie steamer, to whom the steward wna 
carryLDg beer; so nfter dinner, which, happily, we all 
enjoyed, we got out our parcel of The British Workman 
and distributed some in Norvro^o and in German. 
The men received them with gratitude, and there waa 
soon a long row of readers ; one or two rained their 
hats and shook hands with me. . . . The opening of 
our parcel of B. W.'a gathered the paAtengera about ua, 
and two Scotsmen manifested special interest: one was 
a Mr. Ferrier, a bookaeller from Edinburgh, and the 
other a Mr. Boyes, a boot merchant. We wore glad to 
recognise them as brethren in Christ. 

' April 14'A. Deeply thankful for a good night's rest. 
Rose nt 8 o'clock, fireokfa^t at 9 o'clock. Ajtked the Cap- 
tain — Captcun Dosser — " Have you any service to-day ? " 

'Answer, "No, nnlen we have some clergyman on 
board, and he well enough and disponed to conduct one. 
YoQ can have one if you wish." 

' " Thank you. Captain. I will conduct a short service 
from 11 to 12 o'clock." 

' A notice was at once written out and placed in the 
■aloOD, and at about ten miautos to II, one of the crew 
tinkled a big bell. We opened with eilcnt prayer, tlien 
sang the 100th Psalm to the Old Hundredth tune from 
a book lent by Mr. Ferrier. After prayer and the 
Lord's Prayer. I expounded the first half of the Srd 
chapter of John's Goepol, and closed with the Doxologj*, 
after prayer by Mr. Boyes and Mr. Adler. I dosed at 
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11^5 witli prayer and the bcnodiction. Th« Captain, 
wbo was present, aftonrards thanked me, and we paced 
th« deck and bad a long oonveraation for more than an 
boar on a variety of topiea. The weather to-day U dull, 
bat the sea beautifully calm. We enjoy walking, talking, 
food, sleep, indeed everything! At 4 p.ni. we sighted 
the coast of Denmark. 

'Apynl I5th. Rooaed at 430 a-nu this morning, for 
we were into Qothenborg earlier than expected. Mr. 
Wcffterberg, my host in Qothenbnrg, sent a note on 
board at 6 o'clock to say he would call for us at S o'clock. 
iir. Trouvc entertained Mr. Adlcr. Mr. Trouve is pastor 
and editor of two pcriodiculs. My host ia an architect 
Mr. landstrOm met us at breakfast, and Dr. Nystrtlm 
came in afterwarda . . . Our meeting to-night at 7.30 
to 9 p.m. was attended by about 1 500 peisona ; lobbies, 
nislos, staircaaefl, anxl even the pulpit crowded — two 
women were in the pulpit Dr. Nystrfkn was my 
int«rpreter, and I expounded the priority of tlie Jewish 
clttiui, " lirst to the Jew." The Lord was with us, and 
I was gre«tly helped. 

'April ^Qth. To^ay we were oat among the Jews, 
and had ihc 53rd of Isniah in Hebrew ploctxl iu a window 
of the Mission Hull ; uumbcnt of Jews were looking at 
it, to whom we preached the Gospel. A cloud of smoke 
rose from the group, an they were nearly all smoking. 
. . . Anothercron'ded meeting iutho Mission Hall at5.30; 
bat it was about 6 before we began, for a crowd of Jews 
in Die street kept Mr. LindstrSm, Dr. Nystrt^, Adier, 
and myself engaged in eameet converaation, which 
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resisted in their foDowinf; as into the meeting. In the 
menntame the crowded cougregatJon passed the time in 
song. Hr. Adior spoke about half tm hour about Lis 
own eoQVCTsioD. in answer to those Jcw« and Clirutians 
who doubt the poesibility of a Jew'» convonnon. I 
followed in the same strain, and spoke of all conversion 
AS the work of the Holy Ghost, referring to Peter's 
sermon, as a sermon by a converted Jew which brought 
30OO Jews to JesoR ; then gave them an aoconnt of 
missions and results. . , . 

'April nth. Two hours spent this morning, 10 to 12 
o'clock, with the Jews in the street first, and afterwards 
in the room adjoining the Mis-siou Hall. Mr. Adier had 
the weight of the work out of doors and indoors, for he 
translated into German my address on the ground of 
our interest in tJie Jews, and the object of our mission 
to Sweden, urging them to come to Jesus as their 
Saviour. Samuel and I had then a walk on the rocks, 
commanding a good view of the town. The houses are 
mostly wooden, on a founilation of stoae, and Iiave many 
windows. After dinner, at 2.45 p.m., we hod a drawing- 
room meeting at the Weaterberg's. I expounded Komans 
xi. to the 25th verse. Mr. Westerberg translated. Hymn 
and prayer in Swedish. This was from 5 o'clock to 6.30. 
After tea we were off at once to the evening meeting 
from 7.30 to 9.30, held at the Workmen's Hall, which 
was packed. About 1600 were present — many of the 
more influential people in Gothenburg, including seveml 
Jews of the wealthier dass. To our loving Qod be all 
the praise and glory I We went home to pack our 
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luggogo for departure early to-morrow moming. The 

kindofisa of friends is almost ovemrhelming. 

•April 18th. Celled nt 5.30 a.m. Brcokfut st &15. 
Left oar riuarters in a fly and pair at 6.30, a little crowd 
of fneodn bidding farcvroll to ua nt the station. We left 
Gothenburg at 7 o'clock, aod reached Stockholm a little 
bofcHv 10 pjn. Mrs. Xindiiirdm gave as a cordial welcome, 
and we are quite at home. 

' We breakfasted (lunched T) and dined along the rood. 
The country Is nndulatiogand rocky. We passed through 
pino forests all along, and observed many small and beau- 
tiful lattefl. The journey was over new ground, and the 
weather, the company, and the wenery, made it simply 
charming. We had our cup of too, a word of {H»yer, 
expressing gratitude to our loving Qod, and then enjoyed 
a sweet night's rest. 

■ 'April 19th. Good Friday. Stockholm. I preached 
in a synagogue which has be«n bought of the Jews for 
a MissioQ UalL The initial words of the Decalogue in 
Hobitw were just over my head, and the worda, " Unto 
my God will I coll, and He will hear my voice from His 
sanctuary." The place woa crammed, and people were 
oomiag away as wo were going. I had to bo palled 
through the crowd, A gcatlcman aaid that wc hod 
BOO in a place intended only for 600. Some Jews were 
present. I spoke from Matthew xxvil 37 : " This is 
Jeflus, the King of the Jews," a text given me yesterday 
by Pastor LindstrOm on oar journey. The following 
passages were referred to: Matthew il. 2, John i. 11, 
" Came unto His owil" Satan and diaciples wished to 
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nuikc tliin Kiog. Noblemeo — far country — reoei%'ed 
from Ancient of Bays (Dan. vii. 13). Without King 
(Hoe. iii., ir., and v.; Acta ii. 29, 30; 2 Sam. vii. 12, 13; 
Luke L 32 ; Acts i. 6 ; Mic iv. 8 ; Im. xxtv. 23 ; and Zecb. 
xiv. 9)l In the evening the place was crowded again. 
Mr. Adler spoke irom "A bone of Him ahall not be 
broken," and "They shall look on Him Whom they 
pierced." I said a few wordii on tbe part fulfilled and 
the part unfulfilled ; the latter, the mourning, preceded 
by outpouring of Spirit and followed by fountain, etc 
Haoy Jews present. Several came into the vestry. One 
know Ur. Adler in Russia. Afterwanhi wo Imd quite 
a congregation of them in the street. We gave them 
tracts, and appointed a meeting with them to-morrow. 

' April 20th, 78. Hod a pleasant walk this morning 
on the north-west side of the city, and got out into a 
fir>trec forest amongst rocks and moa.s and singing of 
birds. Returned about 2 o'clock for luncheon. 2.30 to 
3.30 o'clock, went to the Mission Hall to meet Jews. Left 
Samuel witb Mr. Adler there till 4.30. Had only seven 
Jews — one or two boisteroiis ones. I met friends at dinner 
at 4 o'clock, and gave a drawing-room address 5.30 to 7 
o'clock. Uany stayed till 8 o'clock. Expounded Isaiah, 
and bad great bl&saing. Ur. Ljjvcnbjolm interpreted. 



' AprU 25(A. Mr. Adler met the Jews this moniing 
bom 11 to I o'clock, and hod twelve or fourteen, witfi 
whom be diseu.ssed Isaiah liii. and Datiivl'M seventy we«ka. 
My son Samuel, fifteen years of age, respcmded to a 
^caU to 8p«aik to seventy children. His suliiieet was 
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■The dtiea of refoge'i Mre. AndenoD interpreted. In 
the evening, at 6 o'clock, I gave an address to another 
large audietkoe in the Lntber^ka lltBBionabnBei ; subject, 
" BejectioQ of the Jewish nation ; its caoMS, oonseqiiencee, 
and doratioo.'* Colonel Broody interpreted. Mr. Adier 
spoke also about fifteen minates. 

' iOth. Ur. Adler among the Jews in the {oreaooo, and 
in the evening w« had a blessed meeting of about 1500 
to 1800 penons iu the large Baptist Chapel, when I 
spoke on the subject of "Israel's rwtoratioo in unbelief, 
and the time of Jacob's trouble." Dr. NystriSra inter- 
preted. Mr. Adler spoke about otir itinerant missicm to 
the Jewa in England. Paasing to-dny a watchmakec'a 
window in one of the squares, I observed the words 
"English spoken "i and thinking by the name and 
busiavn combined it was a Jew's shop, I entered to 
apeak of Josus, and found the owner of the shop both 
ainosed and delighted, for he was an earnest Christian, 
and had been for four yeara a member of a church in 
London with whose pastor I wan acquainted. 

'27(JL To-day being Saturday, Mr. Adler was again 
fttOOBgst the Jews, and I had another drawing-room 
meeting at Pastor UndstrtKn'», and a blessed time we 
hod as I expounded Zcchariah viii. 

' On Sunday, the 28Ui, we spoko at the TTnivcrBity 
town of UpBalo, where in Term time there arc about 1500 
law, medical, and divinity sttidente. Mr. Adler addroMed 
a large congregation in tlic forenoon. I gave an address 
at 12.30 in the College lecture hall, and had several 
studuuts and professuni proHcnt> and one or two Jews. 
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We opened with silent and vocal prayer, but had no 
singing. We had conversBtion and prayer in the 
aft«rnoon with two godly students, one of whom had 
hia mind exercised about ft Misnioa to tlie Jews. In 
the evening there was a crowded anniversary meeting 
of the Y.M.C-A, from 5 to 8 o'clock, at wliich Mr. 
Adler and 1 both spoke, and then had a littlu sweet 
.social fellowship with an aged miesionary. Dr. Fjellstedt, 
who had laboured much in Turkey and in India, and is 
acrjuainted with about seventeen languages; and also 
with Dean Torfen, who rejoiced much, and ctiibraced me 
on finding that I held the pre-millennial advent. Our 
visit to Up»ala wa-s a short but happy one. Wc returned 
to Stockholm early on Monday morning. Dean Torin ia 
tcanalating the Biblo into Swedish — a new translation 
from the original. He hun been engaged on this work 
about fifteen years, and is now in Ezekiel. 

' Z9th. Our meeting thia evening was a large and 
happy one, held in the Bethlehem Church, wh«rc Mr. 
Scott, the Wesleyan missionary, commenced liis misaion 
ia Sweden. Mr. Scott's name is still fragrant For zeal, 

I wisdom, and succ«j«s; for he was the honoured instru- 
ment of a great evangelical awakening in Sweden, 
which, carried on by the eminent Roscnius, has been the 
means of blessing to tlioutands ; has colled forth latent 
talent in the laity ; and has led to the erection of large 
mission boosefl over the country, which are usually 
filled with eager liKtcnors. In this Bethlehem Church 
this evening the Lord gave Ds power to speak on the 
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the present dntjr of the CbnstiaQ Chtunch towanb the 
Jews." 

'The last day in April will always be a pk^sant 
reminiwence to aa. This morniDg we were received at 
tJie Koyal palace, and introduced to His M^uity the 
King, who received us niont graciously and shook hands 
with na. Mr. Berg, a member of the U[^r Houae, 
kindly introduced ua. We eiiter«d the palace about half- 
past t«n in the forenoon. We were ushered into a large 
square anteroom with magnificent columns, chandeliers, 
mirrors, and c«iling. In this room were several ofticerH 
brilliantly dressed, to two of whom-~one an ex-Prime 
Minister — we were introduced. 

' We waited nearly two hours for oar turn, having 
inscribed oar oames on a sheet of paper which lay on a 
dnk for those who wislied to see the King. Our turn 
Gftme, and wc were called into a long and grand room 
which runs along the front of the palace. After 
waiting there a few moments, the Chamberlain called 
OS forward and ushered ua into another room — a small 
one — but into the vety presence of the King. Ur. Berg 
introduced ua to His Majesty in Swedish, telling him 
that we had come to interest the Swedes in the con- 
version of the Jews. 

'The King replied, "I wish they were all oob> 
Terted." 

' Mr. Berg said, " I told these gentlemen on onr way 
to Upsala that our King was accessible to the humblosC 
of his subjects; then Pastor Wilkinson said, '1 should 
like to SQp sQch a King.' " 
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' The King looked at Mr. Adler, and nid, " Tou ere a 
oouv«rt«d Jew 1 " 
' " Yea. your Majesty ," replied Mr. Adler. 
■ Tlic Kinp mid to my aon, " Are yon a Jew 1 " 
' Mr. Berg replied, " No, this is Pastor Wilkinson's son." 
' The King thcii said to me, " Yoa are an Euglishuian 1 " 
•"Yes, your Majesty ; and I wi«h to cxpresH to your 
Majesty how highly we appreciate your ooodesc-onsion 
in allowing oa this honoar." 
'The King replied, "You over-estimate my conduct." 
' I remarked that some one had said to me, " Why 
should you mind to see the Ring?" and I replied, "Hy 
Bible teaches me to 'fear Ood and honour the king';" 
aod also " to pray for kings and for aU in authority." 

'The King rcplifd. "Those in my position need 
prayer for them more than others do." 

'I said, "It is so. your Majesty; the cares and re* 
spomiibilities of monarcha are groat. We Bhall earnently 
pray that your Majesty's reign may be a long, peaceful, 
and bappy one; and that when you are called to resign 
your crown to your successor, yoa may rocoive th« 
crown of everlasting life." 

'Tears stood in his eyes, and he bowed and said, 
" Thank you very mncli ; God be with you." 

' Thu King then shook hands with us all, gave my bdq 
a good Swedish pat on the bock, and asked if this was 
our first visit to Sweden. We again thanked his 
Majesty for this mark of royal favour, and retired by 
the same way by which we entered. Our hearts pray, 
God save the King and Queen of Sweden < 
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' During tliia day a sale of work waa going OD in the 
Urge room aader the Baptist Chapel, la the interest of 
the Swodiflh Miaaioa to Israel We were announced to 
give on addreas in the evening on " EncoaragemeiitA." 
The meeting vraa at 7 ; the dispel waa crowded 
long before, ilr. Adier greatly interested the people 
by an oocoont of bis own conversion and experience. 
I followed with the encoarageiD«nt« in the Three 
Certuntiee — tintt, Israel will bo blessed ; second. All who 
Uen Israel will be blessed; and, third. laruct, when 
blessed, will be u blessing. The congregation sang in 
Swedish, " Dare to be a Daniel " ; " Send me, send me " ; 
and "Stuid up, stand up for Jesos!" The singing 
would have been much more enjoyable if it hod not 
been almost dolefully slow, though this may be only a 
matter of taste. 

' On Wednesday, Ist May, whilst Mr. Adler was busy 
with Jews at the Mission Hall (the old synogt^e), 
Mrs. Tottitt hod gathered another full meeting in her 
drawing-room — all ladies, chiefly belonging to the 
Courts I spoke in English without an interpreter. 
The Lord gave me a message, and great freedom and 
blessing in delivering it. This meeting was from 11.30 
to 1.30. TopicM: Dispensations — Adamic, Patriarclial, 
Mosaic, Church, and Millennial; Relation of the Jew to 
the Divine purpose ; Manner of preaching to the Jews; 
Ground of a sinner's peace ; Substitution ; God's estimate 
of the value of Christ's work ; " Not your own " ; Separa- 
tion ; ■* Come out from the nngodly," As I bowed adieo 
to run off to another engagement, several ladies rushed 
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to shake hands and to expreaa thanks to the Lord, eveo 
with teats, Cor this happy meeting. 

'Mrs. Andcffion and Mrs. UndatrJim then accompanied 
me to Sirs. Lowenhjelm's Home for poor children, sixty- 
foor in number. I addrewwd a few words to the boya 
on the anbject of " Christ's love to children," and a&ng 
to them a little Hebrew song. They sang very sweetly 
• WboBoever will," and « Come to the Saviour." In the 
evening, from $.30 to 8.30, 1 gave an addrtas to a large 
drawing-room meeting, at the house of Mr. and Mrs. 
LUwenhjelni, in exposition of Zeph. iii. 

' May 2. lire. Tottie hod kindly arranged to-day for 
my visiting the princess, the King's sister, who is a 
swoct Christian ; but her feeble state of health prevented 
the inter\-iew. She, however, sent her Christian vompli- 
mentfi, exprc^aing a hope that we should meet above. 
A baronees, who was at our yesterday's meeting, wrote 
to Mrs. Tottie: "A tbovsand thanks, and again a 
thousand, for tlie meeting of yesterday"; stating that 
she and another lady had been giving a full accoant to 
their hosbanda, and now they wanted their husbands to 
hear. So we arranged for another meeting. 

'This evening wc had our mcvting in the Luthcrska 
MisRionahu-set, at C o'clock ; a full and blessed one. 
Many Jews wei-e present Subject, "God's work among 
the Jewa" 

' May 3. This evening one of the moot crowded and 
happy meetings held in Stockholm, in the Baptist 
Chapel, crammed with about 2500. who listened witli 
bre«tlilee0 attontioo to an address on " The Second Coming 
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of Chriat." Dr. NyHtrom uiU:rprct«d. F^rst, to be 
expecieA, because promited ; iacond, litend beoaose " in 
Ukt mawaer"; third, penonal, becsuso "The Lord 
Himadf"; fourth, prc-mtUennioi, bec*u»e to dcstroj 
Antichrist and to terminate war; fifth, /or the saints as 
the Churl's hope ; and with His saiota as the worM's 
tbread. 

'The subjects being advertised and commented on in 
the daily prefta, though not always in a friendly spirit, 
sent numbers of Jewa to our meetings, if only from 
motives of curiosity; and thuH we h»d prectoos and 
favourable opportunities of dealing with Jewish oon- 
0ci«nM0. 

' May 4. This being Saturday. Mr. Adlcr was i^n 
busy with the Jews in pointing them to Christ, and 1 
hod another large drawing-room meeting at Pastor 
Lindstrtim's, at 5.30 pjn. Mr. Aadorson interpreted. 
Satject, "The interval between the first and Eocond 
Adventsof Christ; the gathering of the Church occasioned 
by the fall of the Jewish nation; partial blessing 
occaaicHied by calamity ; universal blessing to bo 
instnimentally caused by a restored end saved nation." 
This was followed by free conversation till 9 o'clock, 
aftor whicli n few friends hod conversation and prayer 
to eoek Divine guidance in estabUitliinjr a Mission t« tlie 
Jews in Sweden. 

'Friday, May 24, 1878. On board the S.S. Oriando 
(Captain Watson). This mom we rose at 6 o'clock, 
packed our lugga^ breakfasted at Si^O, then from 9.45 



I 



n 



i 



A Visit to Sweden 



167 



to 10.15 wo gathered for pmisc and prayer. Mr. and 
Mrs. West«rberg, Pastor yndstrtliD, Dr. Nystrom, Mr. 
Adler, Samuel and I, oompoaed our group. Mr. 
Westerberg read in Swedish the 121st Psalm, and I read 
it in English. I prayed in Englisb, Factor LindRtrtim 
followed in Swedish, Mr. Adlcr in German, and Mr 
Westcrberg and Dr. Ni-strom in Sw«dish, We then 
walked down to the steamer, where Madame Rautsay, 
Captain Binman, and others, were gathered to bid us 
foreweU. The steamer lay off, so Pa^ttor LindstrOm, Mr. 
Weeterbei;g, Captain Rinman, and Markns, e converted 
Jew, aocompanied us on to the steamer, and took tinal 
Icftve there. Tlic morning in thick and rainy, and tho 
wind seems rising; nevertheless, we trust ourHelvea wholly 
to the Lord, Whose Name we praise for His many, many 
mercies.' 
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CHAPTER XV 
The Third Year of the Mission 

(1878-1879) 

UNE I«(, 1878. Tho first day of our third year's 
Mildniuy Mission. Oh for whole-hearted consecra- 
tioD and abuodaQt blessing oo Israel this year ! 



'Jrdy 1«(, 1878. Afternoon — our Annual Tea-Meeting 
for Jews, Jewesses, and Jewish children, was held at 
the Conferenoe Halt in Room No. 4. About 200 
gathered. Sfr. Hibbard kindly ncnt two vans to Well- 
dose Square at 3 p.m., and the children were in the 
Conference Hall grouads by 4 o'clock. The parents and 
others came by train. Skipping-ropes and balls were 
noon in full play. Tbe children at intervals sang sweet 
hymns from Sacred Songn and Solo«, as did also their 
mothera We gathered for tea about 5 o'clock. The 
tables were beautifully adorned with flowers, as well 
aa covered with substantial provisions. The dcaoOMvas 
and other volunteers rendered loving service. ... At 
7 o'clock the meeting was commenced by silent and 
vocal prayer, the children repeating the Lord's Prayer, 
Mr, Adler then read in Hebrew Isaiah iv. ; Mr. Halb- 
tnillion reod the same in Qermon, and I rend and 



The Third Year op thk Mission 169 

expounded in English. Another hymn, and Captain 
HoretOD prayed. Tho Bev. Mr. Haaklii guvu a 8wue( 
address cm "Israel shall abide many days without a 
King . . . and without a itacrifice, etc.," showing that 
the Jewish and the Christian religions were alike ba«ed 
on eacriScu. Mr. Field alao j^ve an address, and the 
children repeated paiusagea of Scripture learnt io tho 
Night School They played again till 9 o'clock, when 
the vans were again filled for the return journey — 
the parentfl returning by train. The Lord gave oa a 
fine day, notwithstanding the rain and storm on 
Sunday. Stones were thrown in Weilclose Stjuare by 
angry Jcwa, but all escaped unhurt; to His Name be 
all the praise I' 

I^ter in Uie same month — July 1878 — Mr. Wilkinson 
and Mr. Adler went to the nortli of England to evan- 
getize the Jews. With varied receptions on the pai-t 
of the Jews upon whom they called — sometimes civil, 
but as often bitter and abusive — they laboured for 
nevcral daj-s in Middlesbrough. After labouring the 
day througfi iu visitation and chance conversation, a 
few Jews would be induced to come to their lodgings 
in Uie evening. 

'Kine to a quarter past ten w« had eleven Jews at 
once, and all paid respectful attention to our presenta- 
tion of Christ aa the true Messiah and only Saviour.' 

The same faithful and apostolic work was continued 
at West IlartlepooL Here a cireumstance arose which 
reveals Mr. Wilkinson's attitude io respect of Jewish 
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scnmbilitiee, nnd which may woU servo as an cxamplo 
to all engaged in worlc for Ood. One aftcmooa the 
following letter arrived: 

' Stka<iooi7i Cbahbkds, WBrm Strbii^ 
Wmt HAK!n.i;F0OL, July 19, 18TS. 

' It«v. John Wilkinson and Mr. James Adier. 

* Gektt-EMEN.— I am directed by the Wardens ot the 
Jewish synagogue to inform you that they cannot 
permit you or anyone else posting bills on the Notice 
Board or any part of the i^'nagogue, without their 
specia] permit. 

' Should you or any btll-poeter disregard this notice, 
the Wardens will take the necessary litgal proceedings 
to prevent a repetition of the some. — I am, Gentlemen, 
Youra respocttully, 

•J. F. M\'ERji, B.A.CT., Hon. Sea, ©to.. 
West Hartlepool Hebrew Congregation.* 

Ur. Wilkinsou replied as follows: 

* 73 Sc&uoaooon Smnr, Wur Huoimuml, 

Jvlif 20, 1878. 

'Dear Sir. — Ycsterdfty a document came to hand 
purporting to possess official authority, forbidding the 
use of the synagogue notice boflMx) for our bills " with- 
out special permit," and threatening k^al proceedings in 
disregard of such warning. We at once supposed Uutt 
the bill-sticker, who is employed by the printer and not 
by us, had in his simplicity and ignorance placed a bill 
OQ the "notice board of the synagogue," so we went 



J 



The Third Ykar of thk Mission 171 

«t once to the synagogoe to see &od to apolo^se snd 
expUin. We were courteously received by the Chasan 
or Sehocket — I do not know vrliich — who toM as that, 
BO far as he knew, no bill had boon placed on any part 
of the synagogue. 

' If his statement be correct, I think you will see that 
your warning and threat were prematiue and uncalled 
for. Bat should a bill have beon so placed, it would 
have been done solely on the responsibility of the 
Inll-stjcker, of whom we have no knowledge— even in 
sQch a case we would gladly apologise ; as the God of 
Israel knows, we have no wish to do otherwise than 
respect Jewish feeling, while conscientioualy and faith- 
fully nrgiog on their unprejudiced attention the claims 
of Jesus to their acceptance as the pmmiited Messiah 
and only Saviour. Jews and Oentiles have one 
short life to live here, and then eternity somewhere — 
where T — I am, with deep respect for your nation, 
Faithfully yours. 'J. Wilkinson. 

'J. F.Mycre.E8<i. B.A.GT.' 



Here is an illustration of the beautiful blending of 
fidelity to God and courtesy to maa that always 
characterized Mr. Wilkinson. There are some over- 
zealous souls who would distribute tracts outside a 
synagogue as Ute worshippers leave, or conduct a street 
meeting at iU doors. TIic ia«tiuct of true courtly ia 
ft regan] for the natural and proper feelings of others. 
" Be courteous," " Honour nil men." arc not incompatible 
with " Preaeh the Word : be instant in seMOD, out of 
«eMon ; reprove, rebuke, exhoi-t." But perhaps as against 
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theso over-2«alotu souls, the greater ntuabor tail in the 
c^posite direction aad froni too much oonaideraUan for 
the susceptibilities of others — say rather, too great a 
fear of coming into dUfavour with others — eacrifice the 
priociple of fidelity to the Gospel of whidi they have 
been made trustees. Mr. Wilkinson prayed and laboured 
to win Jewish children for Jesus ; but we Snd that he 
would not accept a child in the Night School for 
Christian teaching except with the knowledge and 
permission of the child's parents. In the methods he 
wan led to adopt in the Mildmay Misnion to the Jews, 
wfi find a union of holy boldnete in evangelistic enter- 
prise with deep peraooal respect for the relif^ious feetinirit 
of the Jews as well aa for their parental and social 
righta. This we must vvor emulate in continuing the 
work. It is imposHiblo for any work to havo the full 
and abiding blessing of God while it prosecutes ita 
evangelization by methods which transgress Divine 
taws: and where judgements differ on such matters of 
conscience it is well to give attention to the views 
of those brethren who are more, ratlter than less, 
scrupulous. 

'The work at Eartlcpool cloaed with s poblic meetr 
ing in the Athensura. Passing on the next day to 
Sunderland, wc deposited our luggage at Urs. B«es' 
house and went at once to the noon prayer-meeting, 
which was well attended. Expounded Isaiah iv. Dinod 
with Mr. Longstaff, in company with Mr. Henry Moor- 
house. . . . Meeting at Bethesda, 7 o'clock to 9. Lai^ 
and InQuential meeting.' 

Xiivr this special efrort in the Norib, the work in 
Loudou was once more resumed with the usual n^ulurity 
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aod vigoar. Tlie Satanlay meetinga at the Wettclose 
Sqoare Misaion Room were conducted by Sir. WilkinaoD, 
and it is the writer's privilege to look back on an 
almost 08 regular attendance at these gathei-ings of 
Jews. The nieetiagR were often very stomiy, but 
Mr. Wilkinson managed them with infinite tact and 
patience. We never ejected anyone, so far aa I 
remember, nor had we the mean.t or strength to do bo. 

On the 23rd of September 1878, the diary contains 
tlte following ))ot« : 

'September 23r(i. Met the missionaries this morning, 
read joamals, fixed our chapter for Saturday, and prayed 
together. Had caruust couvcrsatiou with Roaenbluth — 
tir;ged liiin to decide for Jesas. 

' David Baron, from Hull, came to give himself to the 
Lend. . . . He is sent by Mr. Koenig. He came to see 
OS at our hotel in Qeoi^e Street (Hull) in April of lost 
year. The Lord make him a troe convert' 

Thus we have the first mention of a name that is 
now widely known and esteemed in Chriatian circles, 
as one of the moat beloved and gifted of living Jewish 
Cbnutiaxa. 

The entry in the diary for October 16th deacribea 
a small prayer-meeting, but most fruitful in ita issues, 
as the interest the late Miss Phillips took in the Jewisli 
ladiea of the Mildmay district ripened later into the 
Prayer Union for Israel. 

' Odober I6M, 3 p.vu Prayer-meeting at Miss Phillips' 
to commend Miss Phillips, Mrs. Simpson, and Mrs. 
Noble, to the Lord oa their commciicing houHO-to-housu 
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Tintation among the Jewa in Hij^hbory, Uildmay, 
CsQonbary, and Bamsboiy. Mr«. Xachim Las noce 
joined Mrs. NoUc, who will take tho B&msbaiy side. 
and the other two Itulieu, the Mildmay side. Present : 
Captiun Chapman, Hr. Adlvr, myself and wife, Mrs. 
Feonofathor, Uibs Cooke, Mra. Simpson, Ure. Nochim, 
Miss Phillips, and another lady — ten in all. It was 
indeed a sweet hour of prayer.' 

Tlio two followiug days ant also records of qtecial 
intenflt 

'Oct. nth. No(m meeting: Isaiah vji. 17 to viiL 18. 
Afternoon saw Mr. Qaze, and arranged to aend through 
him £50 to Jerusalem for the purchaso of olive wood, 
etc At 7 o'clock examined David Baron aa to his trust 
in Jesus, preparatory to baptism, and got him into the 
Night School at the Conference Halt 9.30 p.in. hod 
Dr. Funkenstein and his wife, and urged them to come 
to Jesus. Ho confessed the 53rd of Ittaiah was a difficnlt 
chapter. Somotiinen he wishes he had not so much 
light, for ho is neither Jew nor Christian. 

'Oct. 18. Letter from Sweden. Mrs. Tottiuwritefl: 
" I have something verj- precious to tell you, that will 
gladden your heart. The other day I had a letter from 
Stockholm, telling of the blessed time there now — Ijyrd 
Bodstock working among the higher classes. One of 
tJieee — a most attractive lady, belonging to the highest 
Rocioty and much sought after as a most elegant and 
refined lady of the world, married to a high oiBcer in 
the Xavy, has, since she heard Mr. Wilkinson at Ura. 
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Tottio'fl drawing-roOBi meeting, been in an awful state 
abont her sou]. And now, in these days she has found 
rest in the finished work of her Saviour and is now 
rejoicing in Jesus." Praise the Lord. This is the 
outcome of Second Advimt truth.' 

Later in the aamc month Mr. Wilkinson took part 
in the Miasionary Conference in Olasgow, boiug the 
guest of Dr. Andrew Bonar. Ho returned to London 
on Saturday. JTovombcr 2 ; and on Sunday, November 3, 
we find this entry in the journal : 

'^Tovember Srrf. Conference Hall, evening address on 
the "Character and Miasion of the Messiah." Isatah ix. 
6, 7. Lesson, Psalm il Text and Ivssou read in Hebrew. 
Jews of Korth Loudon invited by posters and by ad- 
vertisementa in local papers. Many Jews were present 
—perhaps more than 100. The hall was crowded. I 
baptised, on their confession of faith in Christ, two 
yoong Jews — David Baron and Lewis Blaauw, the 
latter brought to Jvsus at Uie "Strangers' Rest," and 
the former, the third convert from Hull, since our visit 
there in April of last yow.' 

Thus another year of life — strenuous bnt unhurried — 
ebbed away. The tranHition from the Old to the New 
year Ur. Wilkinson always spent with his wife aloDO 
and in prayer, till her death in 1897. Thus speaks the 
diary: 

'DetxvUter Zltt, 1878. Attended this morning the 
Annual Prayer-Meeting of the China Inland Mission, 
from II to 12.30, then banked money for Mildmay 
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Mtssioo to tbe Jewn. Hod a Wiitchnight im mual with 
my de«r wife at homo; Uio rest of the houso wont to 
pUces of wonliip. Surely goodnees aod mercj hav« 
followed hb all oar dayii. . , .* 

And now t)ic Uireoycun during whK'h Mr. Wilkinson's 
peraoDal support liad been j^ruutued were about to 
expire. For the future there wu no huuinn guarantee^ 
Realising that it would bo uudigniliod to appoint 
himself a salary from the funds of the Mission he had 
founded, he dotcrmincd to cost himself upon God. 
The same Qod Who had already set His soul to tbe 
new work by touching the hearts of His children in many 
places to spontaneouftly supply its needs, oould provide 
for him and his family in the same way. At one time 
I think it was his dcflire, if not hLi prayer, that some 
wealthy friend might be led to bequeath him a sum 
which would supply his home necessities to the end 
of his life, setting him free to give undivided attention 
to his labours. Bat ho BOon saw that it would bring 
more glory to Ood and be better for himself to live tjte 
Kfe of daily dependence on Qod, than to be put prac- 
tically in a position of independence 

Thu IB the first note on the subject that appears io 
the diary. 

'1879, January 14(A. Saw Captain Moreton and 
told him of what I hud said in the Report of a personal 
character as to my future support — viz.. that I proposed 
to receive what the Lord might dispose His people to 
send for personal use after the 3l8t of May next He 
entirely aswnled.' 

Tbat Ood honourod this step of faith we need not 
say. Once only, in the many years tbat followed, was 
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there insaffieient in hand *t the beginning of the month 
to meet the month's househoM expenses. Itut before 
the montli va» mtmy days okl. Die supply vas in hftod. 
lb was Mr. Wilkiiison's custom to accept only for 
pcreoaol use such gifts as wero definitely so&ssigni-d; 
farther, to apply from the sums received only such 
amoont to personal and family ni^cc^ities as was 
oetoally ncvded for tliat purpose : tlirowing over the 
overplus of uoreqiurcd money into the Lord's box. 
Thus he not only Itud nothing by, bob was never at 
any moment in a better position than if he had rocciv«d 
s atipond commcnsarato with his family needs. This 
custom his son and auccesHor— tlic writer of this volume 
— follows also. It tuLS the gruat advantage on the one 
hand of preserving one from the tiinptation to hoard 
money or to be extravagant, and on the other hand of 
keeping one in the epirit of daily dependence on the 
faithfulness of oar living Qod and Father. 

The third year of the life of the Mildmay Mission to 
the Jewa ran out therefore on the :)lat May 1879. 
The regular meetings for Jewa at .36 Wellclose .Square 
all find record in the faithful journal. Almost every 
day is full of strenuous and utieful acrvice>. In Kfay 
we find Mr. Wilkinson Nosrching in the Ea^t End for a 
anitable place for the new proposed Medical Mission. 
In the same month he baptizes, at Mildmay Park 
Weateyan Chapel, Bertha Ilyams, on her 24th birthday. 
a former domestic in the Itotbschild family. OfTers of 
money and a home were made to this convert, if she 
would remain a Jewess (in faith), but she refused. 

I give the full journal record of the last day of the 
first three years of the Miasioo. 

' 1879. May 31. Welldoec Squar*. 8 p.m. Bead and 
expounded Halachi iii. and iv. One Jew asked hov 

IS 
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Chrisbiftnily could be a religion of love when it eou- 
demned to nil ot«mity all vrlio did not believe tn it. 
How can a Jew become a CbrisUan when he ix told to 
keep the law of Moses for ever t How can JesuB be the 
Bleasiah, when Elijah has not yet eome 7 He then said, 
" If you offer the Jews the blood of Jcsos to atone for 
their bIq« and also ofTcr money, they will prefer the 
money, I came only for the Bible Reading; bnt moet 
of theBe" pointing to the assembled Jews, "come for 
reUei" 

'The day closes oar three years of work under the 
Mildnmy Mission to tlie Jews. We are deeply grateful 
to the Lord Who has supplied all our needs. We asked 
hira for £1000 a year, and this sura was sent in 365 ' 
days during our first year; tlie same for the second 
year; and in 363 days during the third year. This is 
bestdefl the £200 special (for the Medical Mission) and 
the results of the Jerusalem sale. 



"■Wc will pnbe llini for oU that U pact. 
And Inut Uim fur all Ihat^ to oooie." 



CHAPTER XVI 



I 



I 

^ WUi 



Difficulties and Developments 

(1879-1880) 

DUKINO the UttiT part of 1879 a Jnwisli boy of 
13 years of ago. by name Moses Morris, became 
an attondaut at the mcctiti;^ at WcUcloyo Square. 
Mr. WilkinsoD bad frequent cunversatJous with him, and 
always thought that the Lord had tnarked him out for 
Himself. Then the hoy disappeared. After nome weeks 
the news came that his father had apprenticed him to a 
tulor. Soon after the lad himnelf called upon Mr. 
Wilkioaon in Mildmay Road with a sad tale of sorrow. 
Ho mid he had been sent to a tailor in Chnreh Street, 
SpttalGcId^, who had treated him cruelly, giving him 
kicks instead of food, locking him in a back room at 
aight, where he slept on some straw on the floor. Ho 
ran away from his cruel master, who had sometimes 
kept him up at work till daylight broke. He ran home; 
but his father, a poor man, a teacher of Hebrew to a 
few Jewish boys — abused him, and cursed him, and told 
him to go and got his living somewhere. 

Mr. Wilkinson ^avu him a New Ti.-st»nK-nt, and 
praj'cd with him. 'llie boy aIt»o prayed and thanked 
Qod for loving him and giving him Jeeos to die for him, 
and said, " I do love You with nil my heart." Mr. 
Wilkinson gave him fooii, and a shilling for food and 
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lodgiug, telling him to come again when that was done. 
He came agaio in a day or two, and accounted for his 
Bhitling in l^d. breakfustfi and 2d. dinners, etc Uore 
food and another shilling were given him, and he waa 
to see Mr. Wilkineoii at Wc)lclo«e Square in a day or 
two. Poor boy, he came, but broken-hearted. He had 
b«Mk home, and hin mother had asked him where he 
had slept the night before ; he told her — at a lodging 

" But where did you get the money ? " 

Ho told her — from Kr. Wilkinson. 

" How much did you pay for the night t " 

" Twopence-halfpenny."* 

She said, " Yon must pay me the same, and yoa may 
sleep here." 

So the boy paid hiH mother 2}d., and when aoleep his 
mother took all he had from his pocketa. He cried and 
told hifl father, and luiked for part back ; but the father 
cursed him and told him he would get work quicker if 
be bod no money, and once more he was turned into the 
8treet« — London streetn! Ur. Wilkinson now arranged 
for Moeeit to have ]m lodging at one Christian's bouc, 
and his food at another. 

But iliis is where the troabloa bc^in wiUi a Jewish 
case. The brothers, hitherto indiR*erent to Moses' fate, 
became suddenly zealous for his welfara A few days 
after one of the brothers called on Mr. Wilkinson to fetch 
his little brother, showed (he Apprenticeship indentures, 
and threatened to take out a summons. The little 
fellow miid he would not go. Mr. Wilkinson, however, 
persuadt;d him to go. But the la<l said to his brother, 
"If I go witli you and return to my Jewish master. 
I will work on Saturday, but not on Sunda}' ; I believe 
in and love the Lord Jceua Christ, and 1 shall pray U> Qod 
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io the Name of JeooB." Tbo brother nid he shoald not 
be iutorfered with. And so once more Moacs disappcfinid. 

Some days later, two elder brothere of Moses came to 
see Mr. Wilkinson at 79 Mildniay Road, to inquire if 
Hoses were still in hiscar^. Mr. Wilkinson told them 
that Moees had been there tlte week before to tell him 
of the cmelty he had .•mffered. His master had given 
him lai;gc pressing irons to work with, and when lie 
coald not use them, he ahnsed him. The boy asked for 
other work that he could do, but the man would 
give him no other. He was sent home at twelve o'clock 
at night, and kept without dinner till four o'clock; so 
he weot to the magistrate and was advised to take out 
a summooa against his master. Mr. Wilkinson told tlie 
two Jews that tbey ought to protect tbeir younger 
brother ; but it secmud that all his relations had become 
his enomies bccauso he believed in Jesus. " You justly 
complain," said Mr. Wilkinson, " of Chriiitian pemwution, 
aad I condemn it as much as you do ; but you know as 
well as I, that Jews can bitterly persecute their brethren 
who believe in Jesus." They looked condemned, and 
admitted the truth of the statement 

The cose between boy and master was heard at 
Worship Street Police Court a fen days later. Mr. 
Wilkinson attende<] the Court nitb Mr. Adler, and saw 
the boy in the lobby ; al»o the father, two or three 
brothers, and the boy's master. One brother said to 
Mr. Wilkinson, '■ I suppose you want to be the boy's 
father ; but that is his father " — pointing to the parent. 
Mr. Wilkinson replied, " I have nothing but kindly 
feeling toward you." After waiting three hours at the 
Court, the case was aitjoumed. Screaming was heard 
in the lobby. Mr. U*iikin»on and Mr. Adler took a cab 
to Wellcloee Square to see if the lad were there; but he 
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had not been, sod they ooold bat commit him to Qod in 
prayer. 

The next day, however, he CAine to Bdildutfty Bead. 
He ftaid his bmUters dragged hiro off from the Police 
Court, that he cried to the police to rescue him, but 
that they took no ttotice, »o he thought lie had better go 
with them quietly. They took him to a room at his 
father's, put him in a bed, covered tiis face irith clothes, 
held their hands over his mouth bo that he could noither 
brcftthe nor shout, till he could taste blood coming from 
bis nostrils. They boat him with a stick, and made him 
proraisc that ho would not go to the Wolldoso Square 
Hisaon Boom any more. But he made his escape never- 
th4^en to Mr. WilkiniK»i. Mr. Wilkinson would not seod 
him home again, ho had Dr. Dixon to examine his body 
and asked Mr. Adler to 6nd him a lodging. Mr. Borst^ 
the good Christian German in charge of 36 Welldone 
Square, had lent the boy a coat. This the brothera now 
brought back to him, and threatened Mr. and Mrs. Borst 
that if they took the boy in again they would flmash 
their windowR and knock the houae down. Maiea was 
their flesh and blood ; and they would kill him rather than 
hn should become s Christian, and Mr. Wilkinson munt 
be careful what he did. Mr. Wilkinson now consulted 
a Christian iMirriHtcr (the late Mr. Bleby) about the case. 

Somo days after. Sir. Morris, Chasan of St John's 
Wood. anoth(.-r brolhur of Moses Morris, called at 
79 Mildmay Road respecting his little brother, and 
asked Mr. Wilkinson to promise him that he would 
gire hira no more help, as the lad was disobedient and 
lazy. Mr, Wilkimon gave him a brief account of the 
case from the beginning. Baying that the conduct of 
the relativefl was a most discreditable piece of religious 
peisecution \ and that he could not, in the present state 
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oE Ote case, deprive himself of im Christian and English 
liberty to relieve any case of distress on his owu judge- 
ment. Mr. Wilkinson left, expressing regret that h« 
had gained nothing by his visit 

The Police Court case came on again, but vfss nnee 
more adjoarned. Moses went home with hiR brothers, 
who tormented him all the way to WhitAchapel. In 
the ni»ht he contemplat«d escaping when all wcro 
at«leep, but the key had been taken away. In the 
morning hiK nuii<ler cnine to his father, and tlicy wished 
hiiD to go with the master to the Court, and to swear 
ttiat Ur. Wilkinson hiul madu him take out the 
summons and had kept him from his master ; and then 
Mr. Wilkinson would have to pay £20. The boy said, 
" No, I will not swear that which is false." The father 
then went to the synagogue, and left the boy Moses in 
the care of one of the brothers, who frightened him by 
saying that ho ought to have bis bones broken, and be 
ta.ken to a hospital, and then they could make him a 
Jew again. The father returned home and said to 
lifosefl' brother, "Take him to his master, and see if his 
maHter will go with you to Mr. Wilkinson's lawyer." 
When they got into Osborne Street, Whiteehapul, the 
brother would not go, fwyiug it was no use; so they 
ifent toother io 1 Artillery- Street to sou an uncle, who 
sliook hands with the bey and was kind to him, and 
held tiie brother in conversation in one room, till the 
boy hod time to escape from another room. The boy 
escaped, and ran to Mtldmay. fearful that he was followed 
by his brother. Mr, Wilkinson gave him cightcen- 
peoce, and told him he must go and live where he ehoM 
till the case was settled. He left, pale and frightened. 

The lawyer (Mr. Howard, introduced by Mr. Bleby) 
now advised the boy to drop the sammoiui against his 
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master, as \k had no witnemea OD bis side, and there 
were plenty against him, prepared to swear anything. 
Mr. Howard also counselled Mr. \VilkiniK>n titus : " You 
must Iiave nothing to do with harlioiinii}; the boy, or 
prooeedingH may be taken against you." Mr. Wilkinson 
replied, " Much as I may wish to serve and help Uie 
boy, I never did harbour him a single night in my boose, 
nor can I, so long as his master has a claim upon him 
by the indentures and the father by parental ngliL 
All I liavfi done bitlterto is to ^ve the poor boy a 8hill)ng 
or two now and then, to provide himself with food and 
lodging, pending Uie reault of tlie suuimom agaiost his 
nia«t«r for cruelty, hoping that the result may be tlie 
canoeUing of the indentures This having failed, the 
boy must take his own course, committed to the care of 
his loving Saviour, Who will never leave nor forsake 
him." 

Next morning (loses Morris called again at 79 Mild- 
T^y Road. Mr. Wilkinson told him tlie advice of the 
Iftwj'er, and that he had better not go again to Wellcloae 
Square, or call at 79 Mildmay Road, or write to him 
(Mr. Wilkinson); and then he (Mr. Wilkinson) could 
truthfully say, " I don't know where the boy is." The 
dear lad looked pale. Asked what Scripture reason he 
would give that Jesos wa.<t his Saviour, he replied by 
qnoting in Hebrew, "All we like sheep have gone 
astray," and " Ho, every one that thirsteth." Mr. 
Wilkinson prayed with Closes, committed him to the 
Lord, gave him a few raisins with a kiss, and bade him 
good-byo. A few minutes Uiter Hoses' uncle came to 
look after him and to bo his friend. It was this uode 
who had aided him in his escape the previous Saturday. 
He M'omod a quiet, h'mest working-man, a shoemaker, 
and, though not baptized, admitted the Mossiatiship of 
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Jo«u8, nnd said ho tni»ted in Him for ealvation. Mr. 
Morriii said liu hod kepi the brother in the room on 
SfttonUy till Moses hud mode his cacupc. and liad since 
offered to tuke charge of the boy. 

A few days later Mr, Wilkinaon was called by letter 
to the office of Mr. Howard, the solicitor. There he was 
told thia Htorj'. 

A certain Mr. Boyd, who had ncen the account of 
Moa«fl Monifi, as given in the daily papers, and who had 
been two or three times to the Mission Room at Well- 
dose Square to inqttire for the boy, had been to the 
lawyer and exprewed a wish to have the boy. The 
lawyer, Mr. Howard, took the boy to Mr. Uoyd, who 
aakctl the risks he would run in taking the boy. Mr. 
Howard told him, and he said, " I will take all risks." 
Mr. Boyd then called Mr. Howard into a private room 
and said — 

"You have been candid with mc, and I fuel I must 
be candid with yon. I nm a Catholic, and if I take the 
boy. I shall send him to a priest to be educated for a 
Qatholic priest." 

Ur. Howard thanked him for his candour and 
objected to leave the boy. Mr. Boyd became somewhat 
rouAc<l in temper, and said, " The boy is as much mine 
as yours or )f r. Wilkinson's ; and if he is willing, you 
have no right to interfere." 

" True," said }tlr. Howard ; " bnt I was re«ponsibIe foe 
bringing him here, and I shall take the responsibility of 
t*kiug him bock." 

Ur. Boyd said. " Let us call the boy and hear what he 
says." 

It was agreed. Moses was called. Mr. Boyd said,^ 
" I will make a man of you, and do everything for you ; 
but I am a Catholic" 
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Monen said, "I will mrve yoa, and do everything I 
can to please yon." 

- Well." said Mr. Boyd, " but perlmps you will betray 
me and bring roe into trouble. 1 cannot read ycpur 
heart; yoa may vinh to go bock to the Jewa" 

Said U08OB iu reply, " You cannot read my heart, but 
God can." 

"Well." said Mr. Boyd, "if I take yoa, I «Iiall place 
you tinder tliu cum of a priest." 

" Do you mean a Roman prioet ? " asked Ma^es. 

" Well, yes, tbAt kH what people call Us," said Mr. Boyd. 

"Then I would rather not," said the boy. " I would 
ratlicr have nothing to do with a Roman priraU" 

" Oh," said Mr. Boyd, " but we worship the same 
Jeeua aa you do." 

"Yea, but diiferently," aaid Moaes; "and I would 
rather not ga" 

So ended the nnirow cACape from the clotehes of 
Borne. Mr. Boyd had said to Mr. Howard, " If 1 take the 
boy and send him to n priest, you need not fear that his 
Friends will ever Gnd out wlierc he is." Such ia Bomo I 

On the Saturday following Mr. Wilkinson led the 
Go«tpel meeting at Wellclosc Srjuaro oh usual. Mr. 
Halbmillton, Mr. Baron, and Dr. IHxon also spoke. Mr. 
Wilkinson gave a brief account of Moses Morris. The 
mother of Mobcs was present with another woman, and 
came up after tho meeting to speak to Mr. Wilkinson. 
They asked if Dr. Adier might come to see him. Mr. 
Wilkinson replied that of course Dr. Adlor might oome 
and make any inquiry, and he should have every 
courtesy ohown him. Aa the missionariea left the 
meeting, they were shouted after, " Where is the boy 
of B : where is the boy of til" 

Subsequently Moses Morris and his kindly disposed 
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nnclecntled on Mr. Wilkirisoii. Tlic Uwycr had induced 
Mose» to return to bis rclutivc^, unil he woh staying 
with tho uncle. Ho had been to see his Father and 
mother, who received him kindly. His brother, the 
CJinzan, conic over from St. John's Wood, written for 
by a sister. He was taken to a Beth HaTnidnuh to 
SCO Dr. Adicr, junior, who appointed a meeting at his 
hoiwe in Finabury Square in the afternoon. When there. 
the doctor aeked the boy many questions, why he went 
to the Mission House, etc. Moses said that the Babbi 
scrcumcd at him, " You have done a wicked thing," The 
boy said he could not think so, for he had been brought 
to believe in the Lord JesuA, and that the Old Testament 
waa full of the Lord Jeaua. " Where J " aaked Dr. Adler ; 
and Moses replied, " In the 63rd of Isaiah," The doctor 
wished the boy to give him his hand, and swear before 
the I-ord that he would not go to the Mission tiny more, 
but he refused. Oiic« more committed to God in prayer. 
Mr. Wilkinson sent Mcsps homo with hia uncle, who told 
the brothers that if thoy beat the boy, he would summon 
tbem all. 

Bat the Dncle could not keep Mosca alwaj's. He 
began to work again for his old master ; but the cruelty 
aud tu^lcct were renewed, and Mr. Wilkinson coultl not 
refuse to help him from time to time, Moses bore 
much bitter persecution with patience. 

Ou February Uth, 18S0, Moses called for the last 
time at 79 Mildmay Eoad. Once more be poured out 
tus story of petty cruelty in the missionary's ears. He 
had been turned out of bed by his brother, and, after a 
sloeplesa night, threatened by his fatlior to be turned 
out if he did not go to aynagogue. Mr. Wilkinson 
soothed him, and said his father did not perhaps mean 
it, he ha'l spoken in angor; prayed with the lad and 
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persuaded him to go b«ck, giving him a shilling to find 
s lodging in case ho aliould be turned out. Mr. WiJkin- 
Boo alao advised him to go back to his master on 
Monday and oRer his services, if allowed to rest on 
Sunday; if not, to oak the magistrate's advice. Mr. 
Wilkinson told him about the persecutions of Peter and 
Paul, sod all that the prophets had to endure from 
unconverted Jews. The boy prayed, "O Heavenly 
Father, I thank You for takiog care of me, thou^ my 
Either and my brothprs porseooto me. I shall still love 
You, and You will toako all this trouble turn oat for 
good. I wish to be a true follower of the Lord Jeeus 
Christ Help mo to bear all trouble with patience for 
Your sake. Bless my father and mother, brothers and 
sisters, and make them believe Id the Lord Jesus as I 
do, that they may go to heaveo." 

And Moecs Morris fadm out of sight — as mauy such 
another case has doae^ Uis is an illiistratiou of what 
falls sooner or later to the experience of every 
true-beartcd witness for Jesus among the Jews. An 
l^pareDtly genuine work of gracu — grt-at and peculiar 
oppoaitioiis to it — on output of prayer, effort and heart- 
fibre — then, sometimes disappeurance. sometimes dis* 
appointment. Those who look at the mere outward 
record of baptisms will never sufiier (piite as much as 
the worker who labouis for the inward operation of 
grace. In the one case the record is made up, and very 
pretty tt looks — so and so many baptimits into the 
Christian Church : what a successful work ! In the 
other, there is oft«n little to rAow, often a heart, aching 
though confident, a face smiling but tear^tained — and 
yet, here is a deeper work of God, a something that 
will shine brighter in the Eternal glory, when the grace 
that is calleil " overcoming " sliall at- lost be rucognisod. 
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Th« MU<]may Medical Mifision to Uie Jews was opeDod 
at Hooper Square, Leman Street^ E., on 19th Janaaiy 
1880. A fall and happy ini>etin<!; of fri«nds gatliered. 
The diary sayn : 

'I opcDed with silent And audible prayer: then read 
• few VCTSOS from Elz(;kicl xxxvi. and spoke on the 
authority, qualifications, and provision for tho Lord's 
work. Mr, Uutchinaon and Mr. Tod offered prayer, 
followed by Dr. Laseron and Mr. Ualbmillion. I then 
gave a brief account of my personal call and work 
amongst Israel for nearly thirty years, and a history o£ 
the Hildmay Mission in genorul, together with on account 
of tlic origin and development of the Afc-dtcal Mission, 
which had now ripened into full practice. Dr. Saanders 
then gave deiaits of his work in St. Giles", which were of 
real and practical value ; and stated that he ha<l locked 
for nothing since he bad leaned only on the Lord, whilst 
ho was in constant need when looking to a wealthy 
committee. Dr. Dixon and Mr. Mummery said a few 
touching aud appropriate words, and Mr. Adler and Mr. 
Field pmycd. I then pronounced the bcnedictioo. Cups 
of tea were handed round, and this happy meeting closed,' 

The next day the Medical Misiion was thrown open to 
Jewi^ patients, Dr. Dixon had five in-patients, aud 
twoawM to visit. Precious beginning! This one de- 
partment now ministers to between 28,000 and 30.000 
casojt anniinlly. Nor have the Riipplies yet failed since 
thf keynote of leaning on tl« Lord only was set on the 
opening day. 

About this time wo find Mr. Wilkio&ou speaking 
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much to the Btudenbs at the Missionary Training School 
known as Harley Hoose, Bow; instmcting them in 
troth about Israel, and answering their many interesting 
questions. The question of auitable training for men, 
either of Jewish or Qentile birth, who had the call oE 
God to become miasionariea to the Jews, had DOW already 
c<»ne op. Evidently Mr. Wilkinson had 6rat thought of 
the Pastors' College at Newington as a College likely 
to provide much of value to the prospective Jcwiah 
missionary 1 for in 1879 he received the following from 
Charles U. SpurgeoD : — 

Sqbut, oa. 10, T9. 
' Deab StB, — I could not receive your friend, for wc 
have all I can educate -now. I may also add that we 
seek to educate men for pastorates over Baptist churches : 
and I Ruppoee your friend would hardly come up to oar 
idea. Mr. Guinness's is the place for him. — Yours 
heartily, C. H. Spuboeon.' 



To Mr, Ouinnraa's Mr. Wilkinson accordingly turned. 
Among the Jewish Christians whom ho placed there for 
traimng for their future sphere amcwg Israel or the 
nations were David Baron. Henry Bamett, John Gold- 
stein. Ueaiy Goodman, and Solomon Ginsburg. At a 
later period candidates were also passed through the 
Bible Training lustitutu at Glasgow, and the Alliance 
Bible Traimng School at Bi^rliu. But the ueed still 
remains for a small Training Institution, specifically for 
preparation for work amongst the Jews, of pronouncedly 
spiritual character, and with a curriculum embracing 
Hebrew, Aramaic, Yiddish, Jewish Litorature, ancient and 



DimouLTiBS AND Dkvelofmkmts 191 



modem, aod the Worship of the Synagogae. I have the 
deepening impTesaion that there coald be no memorial 
to my beloved father's life and teatimony for Israel 
that would be so suitable, so permanent, or so froitfol, 
88 a Jewish Missionary Training School, established in 
London. 



CHAPTER XVII 



Progress and Extension 

(1881-1884) 

rpHE laHt note in the joarnal for 1880 is as folloirs: 

' Auotlicr year U gone ! Oh that each one as it flies 
rapidly away may be tilk-d with loving, obedient service 
to our blesHed Lord ! During the year have been 
privileged to give forty-one pnblio addresses to Jews; 
204 services on Israel's behalf among Christiana, in 
sermons, k-ctiiree, drawing-room addresses, and BiUe 
readingH in town and country; itinerant miaeion to 
Jew» in Bath and Bristol ; and unnumbered conversations 
■with indi\'idual Jews. Blcascd Lord, accept these poor 
services to Thine ovm brethren for Thine own Name's 
sake, and cover with Thy cleansing blood all imperfec* 
tions and una.' 

In July of 1881, Mr. DaWd Baron, having completed 
his course of training at Uarley Iloune, joined the 
Mission stAff of the Mildroay Mission to the Jews, 
which now numbered seventeen workers. Monthly 
reports of the work of the Misaioii were now given 
in Service for the King, the monthly maga7ine issued 
from the Mildmay Conference Hall, the iirst articles 
in 1S81 being the story of Mr. Baron's life sotl 
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ooQversioo, told hi bis own worda lo the same month 
(July 1881) Mr. Adler and Mr. Baron were sent by Mr. 
WilkinsoQ to Edinburgh, Glasgow, and Dundee, to 
preach Christ to the Jt'ws. This was at the requefii 
of many Scottish friends of Israel. There waa not 
only blessing on this, Mr. Baron's Bret missionary 
tour, in reaching eighty or ninety Jews in a day, but 
some interesting incidents which Mr. Wilkinson waa 
fond of telling. Before the two bri^thren left London for 
Scotland, Mr. Wilkinson wrote them a chcqne for £20, 
asking them to use it for their travelling and living 
expenses while away, as economieslly as possible, and to 
scud for more when needed ; but on no account to ask 
anyone for a donation or subscription. On the very 
day on which they left Edinburgh for Glasgow, before 
tbey reached Glasgow, a gentleman of that city, having 
heard of this intended mission, sent Mr. Wilkinson the 
Bom of £20 in bank notes, asking to be allowed the 
privilege of aiding the mission to Scotland. When the 
missionaries left Edinburgh, their Christian landlady 
woold not charge for their lodgings, and the godly 
cabman who drove them to the station likewise refused 
hia fare. It is interesting to relate that after they 
had secured their lodgings in Ediuburgh, tliey were 
told that the godly cabman referred to, with another 
friend of Israel, bad been praying again and again in 
that same room, that the Lord would send some 
roessciigers to the Jews of Edinburgh. Later in the 
autumn of the same year, Mr. Baron was sent ogoia to 
Glasgow to continue the work. 

At the conclusion of the lirst yesu-'s work of tho 
Medical Mission at Hooper Stjuare, it bad ministered to 
5566 cases. Tlie year 1881 showed a marked increase, 
indicating that this, the first Christian medical effort 
'3 
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among th« Jews in London, lud token bold uptNi the 
people for whom it was set on foot. 

A now need now pr«9ent«d itMlf—A workalK^ and 
temporary Home for Jewish Inquin-ra. Two vacant 
bedrooms at the Miaeion Boom tu Wcllcloee Square bad 
been fumisbed, and were occupied by two young men 
who vfore reoeivinK instruction in tJic faith. Several 
othora applied, some asking to bo tAt^ht a trade. 

Nor had thii* scheme been without tokens of God's 
approval. On 23rd April 1881, we find the foUowizig 
diary not« : 

' Hiis evening received a letter from a clergyman in 
tbe Isle of Wight, enclosing cheque value £50 towards 
the carpenter's shop. The word in my address which 
the Lord used was what some Christian ladies had said 
when giving £200 : " Our Lord is coming, and p«rliaps 
soon, and Uo must not find us too heavily wuightcj 
down with gold when He cornea" To our faithful God 
be all the praise 1' 

It was towards the close of tlie year, however, before 
any definite step was taken. 

'^fovemberltK.IS^l. Met the ml8stoQarie« atlOa.in., 
read jourmils, and had prayer together. 

' Wo had long prayed for guidance as to a Home for 
Inqairera and a workshop. We first thought of a 
carpenter's shop, but we received do light iu this 
direction. We then thought of bootmaking ; but great 
difficulties pr«»<;nted themselves here. We thtm thought 
of printing, and as soon as we had fixed our thougbta on 
this branch, the Lord opened our way at onoe. About 
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12 o'clock to-dfty I went on to see Kir. Mattii«ison. to 
inquire in wbat relsUonstiip Mr. M'Cliicr stood bo the 
Conference Hall, with the idea oE utilising him aa our 
manager. Mr. Mathieson theu said perhaps wc might 
get a houDc on Newington Qreen at the corner of Hild- 
may Park. I wont ut oucu to look, and called on Mr. 
mbbard, whoso son told mv they liad No. 7 on the 
Oreen to sell for £700 freehold. I said, " Tell your father 
to lose no time in looking after it for me." Mr, Hibhard 
came down in the evening. He would try and get it for 
£tl50. He went that night to the city to .se« Mr. Hall, the 
owner. Another gcittlemau wa8 at the door to see about 
the same house. Mr. Hibbard secured it for £67S. It 
m» then discovered that the tenant now occupying the 
house had a right by written agreement to take the 
bouB9 on a repairing lease after next June, when his first 
year's tenancy ceaaea. lliia wa-s point«d out as effec- 
tually barring our purdiaw. Mr. Hall engaged to Me the 
tenant and arrange with liim, as he thought ho would be 
glad to be relieved. This was done the next day, and we 
thanked our God for His guiding hand.' 

The Mission had now— at the clo&i- of 1881 — been live 
and a half years in existence. Its expendituK and 
income were both about £2000 a year. Sir. Wilkinson's 
personal and family ncods were also being spontaocously 
met by Mnie of the Lord's stewards. The Xighl Scbocd 
Lfor JewLth Children was now established, and also the 
■^Sewing-Class for Jewesses. Between fifty and sixty 
Jewish women now regularly attended this weekly class, 
in which Christian ladies taught them ibe use of the 
needle i the Mission found the calico and msteriaK and 
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gave each woman nxpeitoc for two hoars' work. The gmi> 
mentfl were sold to them at a redaced price. The simple 
(lospel of Cbmt waa proclaimed at every meeting to 
tJiese poor unlettered ones, many being ibe strange 
remarks made and qaentions asked. 

Much had also been done in itineration throogh th« 
provinoes for the definite purpooe of preaching Christ to 
all accessible Jews, The plan waa to engage lodgings in 
the Jewish quarter, place in the window the 63rd of 
Lwiah, and issue bills inviting Jews to come at stated 
times. In many cases the Jews came and tilled the 
misaionariee' rooms till late at night. All the towns on 
the cast coast had thus been visited, the towns on 
the south coast, some parts of the woat of England, and 
most of the towna in Scotland where Jews were located. 
It was through this inatrumentality that Mr. David 
Haron, amongst others, was brought to Jesus. In his 
own words, " I had come simply from curiosity and a 
wish to argue and refute Mr. Wilkinson." 

T'hen the Medical Slission, as we have seen, had 
developed its ministiry to large and growing numbers of 
Jews in the East End of Londoa. The fir»t hononiy 
dispenser was beloved Mr. Mummery ; the first deacoiMai 
helper, Mi.ss Marriott of Mildmay. 

The regular Gospel meetings were couiinuud at Well- 
close Square ; also a small Night School for Jewish men, 
to aid them in acquiriug English. 

As 1882 dawned, it was with the lurid light of Jewish 
persecution in Russia. It was the beginning of the 
modem recrudescence of anti-Jewi&b political and 
popular persecution, which has not yet died away. A 
meeting of protest was held at the Mansion House on 
1st February 1882. Mr. Wilkinson wrote: 

' We called attention in November last by a lecture at 
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tbo Conference Hall to the wrongs inflicted on the Jevra 
in Raasia and in Gennany, and sent a collection of £12 
to the sufFerers. We pray the Lord may stir our entire 
country on Israel's behalf.' 

Tbos the Mildmay Mission to the Jews waa identified 
from the very beginniug with tho work of Christian 
relief of oppressed Jewa Yet this " Social Wing " was 
surely a most essential part of testimony for Christ to 
Israel, and did not in anyway detract from the spiritual 
aims of the work. To Mr. Wilkinaon'a eye these out- 
breaks indicated the commencement of the closing 
scenes of thin age, and the Bhortneaa of the time for 
testimony to the Jews. To him the fir»t instalment of 
the restoration of larael to Palestine was very near. 
To as it is all but an accompli.shcd fact. " In preaching 
Christ to Jews," he wroto at that time, " wo fulfil a 
binding obligation as British Christians: but we do 
more, wo also preach Christ to numbers of Jews rushing 
to our shores from the foreign oppressor." 

It is striking to note that in 18S2. as now, the anti- 
Jewish feeling ran highest in Russia, Roumatiia, and 
Morocco. The anti-Semitic raovomont in Germany- 
bom in 1878, though the word was still nnultered — was 
also now striking root and spreading under the powerful 
eloquence of Stticker and bis following. So that Mr. 
Wilkinson had cause to say : 

'Tbe Jews in Russia, Rooroaaia, Morocco, and 
Germany will probably be amongst the first to return ; 
whQe thom in Holland, France, the United States and 
Great Britain will bo the last, on account of the frc«dom 
they enjoy, and the easy circumstances fai which so 
many of them ai-e placed. This will afiford Christiana 
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ID England a little more timo for disehat^ng the im- 
perative duty of testifying to the ei^^hty or tmo huodrod 
thoonnd Jewa Id oar midst, that Jestu is the Messiah 
and ooly Savioar. Much ne«da to be done in a short 
time, and most Christians are sadly in arrear& 

' A police officer met me one Monday morning in the 
streets of St. Ives, Cwnwall, and put half a sovereign 
into my hand and said, ** I heard yon preach three times 
yenterday, and p^t more light oo the Bible and about 
the Jews than I over got before. Please accept thia." 
"Thank you, officer; but can you afford this sum?" 
Ho quietly said, °I will, for I am to arrears to tliia 
cause." Hay all who are in arrears rcspoud to the 
promptings of Christ's love and to the claims of Isrmel.' 

Tho armnj^mcnts for the new Printing Iloaw and 
Bonie for In(|iiirci'8 wvro not all plain sailiag. The 
house that had bocn purchased could aot be utilised as 
deftired, and it became nocca«iry to part with it — 
though this was done without loss. No. 49 NewingtoD 
Green waa then taken at B yearly rental. Ur. M'Cluer 
and his entire printing plant were taken over in 
October 1882, Ilcbrow tj-pc was purchased, and the 
Home was opened by praise and prayer on 7th November 
of that year. At 10 o'clock on the evening previous 
to the opening, a working man called on Mr. Wilkinson 
at 79 Mildnmy Road, threw his old G«p«n the floor, and 
a^ked how inucli it would cost to keep and train a 
young Jew in the New Ilotuc for a year. "Thirty-five 
pounds," was Mr. Wilkinson's answer. He drew thirty- 
five new Bovereigns from his pocket, filled his hand with 
them, and as the two knelt in prayer, the roan said to 
God, " Of Tbine own have I given Thee." 
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The growth of the Medical MiHsion work nocessitntcd 
larger pi-eniiflefl and the help of a second medical man. 
After consultation with the Rev. James Stephens, of 
Highgate, Or. Marshall's partial services were engaged. 
His services in the Miasion for over four years were 
much valued, and we believe he looks back on the 
connexion with true pleasure and thanksgiving. 

While God's guidance was being sought regarding 
new premises for the Mc-dical Mission, another need 
became apparent — that of a Convalescent Home for the 
paUeuts of the Medical Mission. The money for this 
was given in answer to prayer : bat the Home was not 
opened till 5th February 1884. In the lawsuit in which 
the Mildmay Mission to the Jews waa concerned in 1908 
and 1907 with the Charity Commission, the question 
larf^ly turned on whether the ttum of £1166 Gn. 7d., 
given hy the late Mrs. Hiillings to Mr, Wilkinson, was 
placed absolutely at his disposal, or given specifically 
to the establishment of the Convalescent Home. 

In God Answers Prayer Mr. Wilkinson (bus tells 
Uie story : 

' I well remember one Saturday evening, after retom- 
ing from preaching to tlie Jews at the East End, and 
having rested awhile after tea, I resolved to visit a 
delicate lady in Mildmay. and try to minister a little 
eomfort to her and pray with her. On taking leave 
of her, she said, " Wait a minute. I have heard that 
you desire s Convalescent Home for Je\n i " " Yes," I 
replied : " we are waiting on Qod about it," The lady 
walked upstair.<t, and returning, put an envelope into my 
hand, stating, " You will find £dOO inside towards this 
olgect.'' During; the next month I gave an address at 
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the residence of a noblentftn in the country, and men- 
tioned this fact, at the same time stating that we should 
wait on Qod for more before we attained oar olgect 

' The next day a lady present at that meeting wrote a 
letter to the Coaaten, at whose house the meeting was 
held, stating that it had been laid oo her heart to give 
£1000. The letter was ecot to me in my room, and 
with the letter in my hand I knelt and praised the 
Lord. Some property in investment* was sold ont, ai>d 
the amoant realised was £1166 Os. 7d. The cheque for 
thte exact amount was aent to me. The Home was 
purchased and furnished, and ocoree of Jewa have under 
its roof received physical benetib and spiritual bleeding. 
To Ood be all the glory I ' 

Letter from Mra Mullings to Mr. Wilkinson. 

'Stutton, Qraxx^ Road, WssTos-BtrFSB-lUa^ 
January IWib, 1683^ 

'DE.tR Mr. W1L.EIKSON, — I have just arranged with 
my bankers here (Messrs. Stuekeys) to sell the Railway 
l>cbenturo and pay it, as you direct, to the London and 
Provincial Bank, Kingsland Road, X., to the aecoont 
of the Mildmuy Mission to the Jews; and I shall be 
glad to hear that you have received it safely. 

'They say that it will produce nearly £1200 — by re- 
ferring to the papers. I forget exactly what be said : 
but I think within £I0 or £20. 

' I have just received the January dividend, and be 
said it would be better to sell it than to transfer it, as 
the expense in the latter case would have been double. 

'I write in a hurry to save tlie post~-and can only 
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repeat what I scud before, that I am overwhelmed with 
the goodness of God in permitting m«— less than the 
leant of all— lo contribute someUung to thi« noble work. 
— With kindest regards, ever sincerely yours, 

' E. F. Muu-iKos.' 

'Tm Lo:n>o» asd Pkovtncial Bixs Liurrsp, 
660 KmasLASD Road, LoitDOH, E,, 
Ftbmarg lit, 18B3. 

•Dear Sts, — I have this morning received for the 
credit of theMildinay Mission to the Jews, £11G6 Gs. 7d., 
per Stuckeys" Banking Ck>., Weston. — Yours truly, 

■ W. H. YOUNO. 

' Rev. J. Wilkinson, 79 Mildraay Roed, N.' 

In 1884 the Medical Mission recommenced it« work 
in the now prvniisui in Cannon Place, Whitcchapcl Road, 
which were taken at a rent of £60 a year, the 53rd of 
Isaiah and other t«xts being displayed in the windows 
aa a silent but constant testimony to the passcra-by. 
Four Jewish Christian missionaries were now fully en- 
gaged — Mossra. Adler, Baron, IlalbniillioQ, and Bamett 
A number of ladtes also assisted in the various departs 
meuts of Sewing-Class, Night Schools, and Medical 
Mission, a sweet and memorable lignre amoogRt them 
being the late Mrs. Coley. StJII another burden was 
laid upon Mi\ WilkinRon's bread and sympathetic heart, 
that nf a Ilome for Destitute Jewish Children. In June 
1884 he wrote : 

' " Ask t])e Lord and tell Ui.i people," has been our 
principle from the Ix^ginning. We have on« oatstaoding 
project unrealised, and about which wo arc seeking the 
Lord's guidance, and that is a "Training Home and 
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ScbooU for Destitute Jewish Cbildrao," s work sorely 
dcAr to the heart of oar precious LM<d. We woald like 
to parehoM a property in Hitdmay, which, with fumiah- 
ing and other expenses, would not cost leas than £3000. 
The Lord has wonderfully cheered me during th6 last 
few days by ditipoaing one of His stewards voluntarily 
to writ« to me and ofler £1850. Another has given 
£50, and others a few smaller sums, making in all aboat 
£1450. We are full of hope that the Lord inUmds 
to honour us with this institution also. . . . 

' ... In the meantime we earnestly ask the constant 
prayers of the Lord's people, that wbatsoovor our hands 
find to do, we may do it with all our might, remember- 
ing that the " Coming of the Lord draweth nigh." ' 

Much of the character of John Wilkinson, as well as 
of the growth of the Mjidmay Mission to the Jews, the 
methods of its support, and the typo of its supporters, 
may be gathered from the correspondence addreesod to 
Mr. Wilkinson about this time. 

From the late Rev. Dr. Horatius Bonar to Ur. 
Wilkinson, enclosing an original hymn : 
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' 10 Pauiesrtok Road, GoAve^ 
EDiimcaaii, Ottobtr W, 1883. 

*Mt oeab Mb. Wilkixson, — I sat down last night 

and wrote a few verses for you, which I enclose. I hope 

they will serve yonr purpose. I enclose a piece on 

Egypt, of wluch you can make what a.ia you like. . . . 

'. . . My hands are full, but I did not like to refuse 

soeh a request as yours. — I am, Yours very truly, 

'UoKa-utFS BONAB.' 
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Prom the lute Bov. Dr. Andrew Bonar to Mr. 
WilkinsoD : 

'Ousooff, XiivtmbtT eiJt, 1681. 
' Mt dead Mr. Wilkinsok, — Last night I was present 
with Mr. Boron at a most interesting meeting of Jews — 
tiftcen in nnmber — and could at once see that th« 
stagnant waters had been stirred by Mr. B.'s visit I 
am very thankful that ho has been able to make 
an impression and a good beginaing. Yours be the 
bleflsing from Isroers true Aaron, Numbers vi, 24, 25, 26 ; 
and may I coino in for a share as on« tliat lows Israel, 

'Andrew A. Bonar.' 

From the same : . . .. ^ 

'SOIuDU SiaiK, Ousoow, 

Juiu 4,18631 
' My dear Broth En, — A friend has empowered mo to 
send you £50 for the "Mildmay Mission to the Jews" 
at my suggestion. For we do owe your Mission much, 
inaamnch as yoa sent ns such a laboarer as Mr. Baron. 
Are you goiog to recall him to London ? — Yours truly, 
dear brother — hoping soon to see you face to face, 

'Andrew A. Bokak.' 

From the same : 

' LlSUOKK, ST Obas, 
July 88, 1887. 

•Mr DEAR Mr. Wilkinson. — Mr Miller baa sent me 
the lett«r of our brother Rabinowitx — of which he has 
kept a copy — and I now return il to you. It is rooet 
iotcrostiog, and may well draw out oar sympathies 
and prayers. 

' Beyond doubt, the Shepherd of Israel is gathering His 
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nheep — preparing for the day of 6<»rah — Micah ii. 12, 13. 
^Toars truly, dear brother, Andrew A. Bon'ar.' 

Another mfttt«r whicli came into promincncv in the Uw- 
soit alrcarly referred to, wan the original trust deed of the 
Hildnuiy Uimion to tlie Jews. By this deed Mr. Wilkinson 
paasedovor iu 18S5 the property of the Mildinay Misaion 
to the Jews to trustees. Before doing this, he sought tbe 
advice of the late Mr. George MUllcr.of the Orphan Homes, 
Anhloy Down, Bristol, and rccmved ihc following reply: 

< New OaniAX Hokb N<x 3, Ashlst Dovx, 
BniHTKl., Dteemkfr 30tA, 1664. 

' My DEAR Brotoer.— 1. SmIc for a Christian solicitor, 
a decided Christian, and one who is aocostomed to stwA 
kind of businefia. If these two pointo are not combined 
I do not employ him. 

'2. I reserved (o mysci/ for my lifetime, the full power, 
though I liad the property conveyed to eleven Christian 
gentlemen. 

'3. I also reserved to myself tho power of appointing 
a successor. 

*4. I do not know that it would appear suitable that 
Mr WilkiasoD is one of the trastees. 

'5. The deed should be enrolled in Chanceiy, after 
all 18 completed.— Youra affectionately in our I^rd, 

' Oeoboe Mi;i,i.FR.' 

From tbe late Mr. James Wright to Mr. Wilkiofioa : 

*Nsvr OapiiAX Homes Not 3, Abslkt Dowh, 
Bristol, ftA. Alh. 1880. 

'Dear Mr. Wilkinson, — I have the joy of aeoding 

you, with Mr. Miiller's and my own bi-otherly love, tlie 
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enclosed £10, as pocuniary help in your aorvice for the 
Lord. — Believe ine, Toars very truly, 

'Jambs Whiqht.* 

From the late Rev. Dr. Jamen U, Brookes of St. 
Loaiti, Missouri, to Mr. WilkinHon: 



' St. Lopia, Mo., FA. IKfi, 1885. 

'Htdear Brother, — It is io my heart to prepare 
Bomethiug for publication oo this 8i<Ie of the Atlantic 
about your work among the Jews. My hope io that it 
may awaken attention to this important MIsBJon, and 
call forth at least a little practical help in carrjnng it 
forward. At all events it may serve to show that 
earnest and intelligent elforte are being made in the 
motlier country to preach JesuB to Qod's elect nation ; 
and this is more than is done in this boastful land of 
liberty, which furnishes freedom and a refuge to the 
Jews, and leave9 him alone in his blind rejection of the 
Messiah. 

' May the Lord bestow bountifully aocording to yoor 
neod, and give you groat joy, in the sure anticipation of 
Hin word of approval at Uix coming. " Ina«inuch as ye 
have done it unto one of the least of tbeac My brothrvn, 
ye have done it unto He." 

' With much love to dear Mr. Mathicsou and liis vUe, 
aod to Mrs. Wilkinson, — Yoora in Him for Whom wc 
wait, Suain H. Brookes.' 

From the late Hisa Annie Macpherson to llr. 
Wilkinson : 
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*HoMB OF luBtrsnt, 
60 OoiDUUKUL SntXB, BriTALraLDs, E. 

'Dkab Mr. WiLKiN'SOK,— There is & stir in oar 
neighbourhood among Uiu Jews, and wo havu tried in 
our fMble way (haviog mftny other works m baod) to 
gathsr men on Satordays, aod hftv« had twcDty to thirty 
BOmetiiiMti. Also, for a tlm« w« had Jewub children to 
learn to wng, eta But I now writ« to ask if you will 
give US AD addresa at our Workers' Meeting. Wedoeaday, 
15tb, 7 to 8, to stir up ChriHtians to much prayer for 
these many thousands of Jews around us. 

' I send a meesenger to await your reply.' 

FVom the Iat« Dr. A. Moody Stuart to Mr. Wilkinson : 

'AxxAT, KiiROLt PiaTHsoni, 
Mas IM, ISSa 

'Mr DEAR Mb. Wilkinsok,— It has given me the 
aincerest pleasure to hear that you are to address oar 
Asnembty on Friday evening. It is now a great many 
years since I heard you preach in St. Luke's Church on 
the Jews, when I was deeply interested in your 
discoutse. My own dayti of working and pleading for 
181*061 arc now past ; but I feel myself a debtor to every 
man wlio takca an intcroHt in Qod's ancient people, and 
still more to one who, like yourself, has devoted his life 
to labour for their ingathering and salvation. 

*"0h that the salvation of Israel were come out of 
Son." May the Lord Jcsos Christ stand by you in 
pleading for His kinsmen according to the flesh. — Ever 
atfoctionately yours, A. Moody Stuabt.' 
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Joseph Rabinowitz 

(1884-1885) 

THERE 19 surely a blending of human will and 
Divine power in that quality of faith which gets 
it« wan t« supplied. " Let him oak in faith, nothing 
wavering." A wind-driven wave and a vacillating man 
rcpreiient unproductive effort and wasted strength. 
" Let not thut uian think that he nhall receive 
anything of the Lord." A statement dreadful in it« 
Ngnifictuico I 

The Home for Jewish Chihlren, that lay m a need on 
Hr. Wilkinson's heart, wa-s not irauiet] lately given. 
There waa s time of waiting, but no time-wasting, or 
wavering. Trial of faith is spoken of by some as if it 
were a ealamity. Do they not see that our difficultiea 
are God's opportunitic* ? " We have seen," Mr. Wilkio- 
son wrote at thin time, "the Lord'a luuid in prevention, 
and wo are full of coutidence that we shall also see bin 
hand in proviaiwi.'' 

Gracious gift — to see God'a hand. And with no other 
eye than the eye of faith. Hens was another cliaracter- 
istic of dear father, which must not be untnentiotied — 
hia reoognitioa of God in all circumstanced — occidental 
and isddontaL For some garden outing for his poor 
Jews he might dc«ro fine weather — and pray for tt. 



208 



Life op John Wilkinson 




Waa it Bunny ? he s&v God's love in tho balmy sunsliine. 
Cloudy ? He tu>t«d that the heat bad been graciooaly 
tempered. Windy ? That the fog was dispersed and 
the roads dry. Wet > Well, tho fannera wanted raio 
if we did not Is thia making the best of dream- 
staoOM; or is eeeing Ood'a hand a different thing 
altogether? 

So the Home for Jewish Children waited, and waanot 
opeiMd till 1885- Meantime a remarkable movement 
took place in South Russia, which entered much into 
Mr. Wilkiniion'a life and work. 

Tlio author of thia movement was a Jewisli lawyer, 
of high charact«r, named Joseph Rabinowitx, who in 
ld82 was deeply moved by the persecution of his 
brethren in South Kus»ia, and set out for Palestioe in 
order to promoto schemes for restoration. Apart from 
any missionary influence, he came bock with his con- 
ceptions of Jeaus Christ completely revolutionised ; 
avowed his faith in Him as the true Ueesiahi traced 
the cause of the dispersion and sufferings of the Jews to 
their rejection of Jeeus; and expressed his belief tJiat 
restoration to Palestine depended upon an honest 
national acknowledgment of tJiese facta. Rabinowitz 
formed a league called the " Sons of tho New Covenant," 
for which he drew up twelve articles of faith, which, 
though embodying a tenacity to national rites and 
customs — fittch OS circumcision, the Jewish Sabbath and 
the Passover feast, yet acknowledged the Uesaiahsbip 
and vicarious sufferings of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Kisohinew, the capital of Bessarabia in South Russia, as 
the home of Joseph Rabinowitz, became the centre of 
the movement ; which gr«atly stirred the Jewish mind. 

Mr. Wilkinson watched thia sign of life among the 
Jews with the deepest interest, and in the summer 
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of 18ti4 wrote a letter to Mr. KabinowiU, witli Christian 
salotatioiu, oakini; for turth«r news on to the origin, 
history, and poeition, of the iDOvenicnt. It elicited a. 
reply — which quivcnt with the prophetic spirit, and is 
as foil o£ point to-day as in 1SS4 I give some extracts 
from it: 

' Honoured Mb. John Wilkikson,— 

' Your precious letter, together with the little book, 
Tke Lord's Work among the Jews, has reached me. 
My heart delighted greatly in reading both, when I 
saw how great and strong ia yoar heart's love to 
the brethren after the flesh of our Lord Jesus, th« 
Messiah ; and how d&ar the salvatioo of Israel is in 
your«ycfl. . . . 

' . . . Beloved of God, I writ« to you that since my 
feet have trodden the holy city of Jerusalem, and I 
beheld the place where they pierced Him, the Lord has 
opened my eyes to see in the Law, the Prophetn, and tJ)« 
PBftbna, concerning the salvation ; and I have tasted a 
little of the aecrvt ("no, aod) which is still, to the 
great sorrow of my heart, hidden from the most of our 
Jewish brethren till now. 

' I DOW devote absolutely my person and my name to 
my cast off and backsliding people : to proclaim to them 
with a forehead of brass, in the power of Ood, tlie 
Cioep«I of the promise which was given to our fore- 
fathen, ihat this Uan. Jesus of Nazareth, of the seed of 
David, Him God hath raised according to promise to be 
the Redeemer of Israel; and that only through the 
riches and wisdom of God, our forefathers, the men of 
>4 
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the promtae, have gainsaid and rejected Him; in order 
that through their unbelief He might have mercy 
on the Qentilee who have fonnd ulvation. But 
now, A8 mnlUtudea of Oentilea h&ve been gathered in, 
the time haa arrived for ua and our Jewish brethren to 
retom to the God of Israel and to our King; to be 
beloved before Him For our fathers' sakc». and to take 
poaaeoflion of oar inheritance, the inheritance of Jacob, 
to the fullest extent as lawful beirs, the aons of 
Abraham, diaciplea of Hoees, and faithfal aervanta of 
the hotue of David for ever. Our fulness will be our 
own riches and the richee of the Ocntilce, according to 
the word of God tbroagb St. Paul, the finit-bom of 
repentant Israel, and the first of the firat-fruita of the 
riches of the Gentilen. 

* AmongRt my brethren and in the congn^tion I say 
plainly, Ariac, ahakc off thy dust, put on thy beautiful 
garracnta, my people, through the son of Jesse— Jesua 
of Bethlehem ; God will do great things with thee, 
larael, and wilt also do great things for the nations of 
the earth (Paalm cxxvi. 2, 8)l . . . 

■. . . There arc many and great among our brethren 
of the house of Israel who are hoping and longing for 
that hour — ^the hour of the grace of God. In the name 
of nil those in RuBsia who long for the aalration of 
I)«racl : my request to all the lovers of the Lord Jesaa 
ChriH, wherever they bo, is that they be not silent. 
Let them take counsel together; let them talk over the 
aulyect together, until God has magnified to us aJ»o Him- 
self, and Hia habitation, till all who see as shall say that 
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we arc tbc BCcd that ttio Lord baUi bicissed. — An Israelite 
indeed. Josepu Bex David Rabikowitz.' 



Ur. Wilkinson'a first deaire oq receiving this letter 
waa to go ovfir to Besnarabia with Mr. Adier and see Mr. 
Babinowitz and bt» work on the spot, and possibly bring 
him back with him to London for testimony to the 
JewR. But, willing to stay or go, he sought the Lord's 
guidance. And God ordered differently. 

Early in 1885 Mr. Wilkinson had personal interview.s 
with the late Rev. Pi-ebendary Reynolds, of the I^ondon 
Society for iho Promotion of Christianity among the 
Jews, and with tlie late Rev. Dr. Saphir, respecting Mr. 
Babinowitz; and especially oonceniing two points: the 
advisability of his boing immediately l»iptizod, and the 
question of bin pi^rsonal support. There was a decided 
agreement that Sir. Rabinowitz should not bo pressed 
into baptism, but left to his own judgement and con- 
science. For his personal support both Mr. Wilkinson 
and Dr. Saphir became channela of help to him, as gifts 
Lwere entrusted to them l^ friends in England and 

3tland. 

Instead of Mr. Wilkinson going to Kiachinew, or Mr. 
I Babinowitz coming to London, it was arranged for (x>tli 
r-tomeet in Berlin in Mai-cIi 1885. "If the Lord will," 
wrote Mr. Wilkinson at the time, " I should like to get 
for his (Rabinowitz's) work about £500, and either take 
it or send it to Gennany. I have proposed to meet Mr. 
Ratunowitz in either Leipzig or Berlin about the 12th of 
March, to look each other in the face and have conference 
and prayer together. . . . The Lord permitting, our 
beloved brotlier Adler will accompany ma" 

But before this jonmoy and meeting took place, the 
wutio^; ttiuo for the Uoute for Jewish Children hod oanaa 
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to ao end. Premisefl had been sectired oo Newington 
Green in Janosiy 1885, and were fomiahed and prepared 
for the opening on 30tb February. The diary note on 
that date is an follows : 

' Ftirruary 20(A. Cromwell Lodge: 27 Newington 
GrooD. DcdicAtod this houM to-day to the Lord, by 
praise and prayer, as a Home and School for poor Jewiali 
Children. Sixty or seventy frienda present, and a very 
hallowed meeting we had. I prenided and opened with 
silent and aa^ble prayer. We R&ng during the meAthig 
three hymnii~-ODe by lira. Pennefather, one by Dr. H, 
Bonar, and one by m^'sclf. Twelve engaged in prayer 
— amongst these were four Jews. We read a few versea 
from Matthew and 3Iark, on our Lord's interest in littlo 
children, nod gave a brief account of tJie work, which 
called forth praise to God and pnyer for fortber 
blesHing.' 

A few days later is the following entry : 

•Februar}/ 23rrf. Becoivud the miBionariea at 10.80 
a.ni. ; had prayer and conference together. Noon prayer* 
meeting. Bead Esther iv. A good meeting. 

'2.30. Went to Holloway about rustic houses for 
Children's Home and Convalescent Homo. 

* 4. p.m. Met Dr. Dixon at Maw's, in Aldersgate Street, 
and had a truss fitted, on account of a slight mptaie. 
I trust this may lead me to be more sympathetic with 
other saflercra. 

' In the evening read the mimonariM' joamals and 
wrot« lettcrtk' 



Joseph Rabinowit7. 



213 



Htm< 



Then amongst Jewish ctiildren at tlie East End a few 
days later: 

'JTdrcA 5, 1886. "Kobinfl" Tea. Over two Lundred 
children. Mr. Foster explained pictures of Pilffrim'g 
Frogreaa, ahown by my son Sainael. It was a blessed 
meeting. One little child brouj^ht a halfpenny for the 
cause. One child eaid she prayed to Jesus to give her 
bread and uiake her rich.' 



And on the 12th of March the journey to Berlin was 
idertaken. Mr. Wilkioaon was accompanied by Dr. 
I>Jxon as well as the late Mr. James Adier. They 
arrived on the following (Friday) evening. 



^ 



' Babinowitz bad already arrived and reported him* 
flelf; but was not in our hotel — the Hotel de llomu, 
ht«r den Linden — at the tjme of our arrival, but caiuo 
in tt few minute's afterwards, when there were loving 
greetings and warm embraces all round. In a few 
minutes we were settled in our respective rooms, then 
met in social converse at the tea-table, and afterwards 
in one of our bedrooms, for rending the Scriptures, coa- 
versatioQ, and prayer. At our first evening I read 
Fmlm ciii.> then all four of ua engaged in brief thanks- 
giving and prayer. We then had free conversation with 
RabinowiU about himself, his family, and his work, till 
about 11 o'clock, when we bode each other good-night, 
and retired to rest. 

I ' Satv.rday morning, March l^ After breakfast Uiis 
morning wo met in Rabinowitz's room for prayer ai 
JO o'clock. RablDOwits read io Hebrew with deep 
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soI«mnit7 th« SSrd of ImiuIi, oocI 1 io Bnglish: and 
Dr. IKxoD and Ur. Adler pny«d. We afterwards 
airanged that our morning and evening readings aliould 
b« ft chapter in Hebrew read bjr on« of our Jewish 
brcUiren, and the same clutpttT read in English cith«r 
by Dr. Dixon or myself — two reading and the other 
two praying at cocli mectiDg time. 

' Babinowitx is aboat 47 years of age, though he looks 
a little older. His wife — also a Jewess — is living, and 
they have three sons and three daaghters. H« was 
married about thirty years ago ; and his eldest son is 
twenty-nine. This son. cmce an infidel, is now a believer 
in Jeaus, residea in Odessa, and has an agency in some 
Kreneh company. One daughter is married, but her 
husband is still a doubter — his six children and wife 
arc all bclicven. The youngest child is nine years old. 
RabinowitK, after his arrival in Berlin, received a 
postcard from his eldest son, saying, " he hoped the 
only-begotten Son of Qod would be with him." 

' A brother of R. was baptized by Dr. Ewald nearly 
tbirty years aga 

'Though not a regularly qualified solicitor, B. says 
he was licensed by the Qovemment autboriUes to 
practise as a lawyer among his own people. And now, 
aa a matter of course, all liis clients have forsaken him, 
and if they had not, this Jewish Reform Movement 
occupies all his time and strength. 

' His mind was greatly exercised and agitat«d during 
and after the Rosso-Turkish war, as to the temporal 
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well-bciog of liis peoplu. How oould Jews be settled 
in Bussia or Boiuoanis, when houses oould uot bo held 
io the Dame of a Jew ? Faetor Faltio had once called 
his attention to the 105th Psalm, and it now came 
back to bis mind with mucb force, especially versea 
23-25 : " Israel also came into Egypt, and Jacob so- 
joortied in the land of Ham. And He increased Hia 
people greatly; and made them stronger than their 
enemies. Ue turned their heart to bate Hia people, to 
deal ffubtilly witli His servants." Verse 42: "Ue 
remembered Hia holy promiHU, and Abraham Hia 
Bervaai" Babinowits thought, surely thia is a parallel 
time of sufTering and of promised dehverance. As yet, 
he thought of nothing beyond relief fi-om suflcring, and 
prompting the people's temporal welfare 

■ The sad and desperate condition o£ bis people tod him 
(o entertain the question of agricultural colonies, which, 
if sucoeoaful, would partially relieve the diatraas. He 
thought of forming an agricultural colony in BeAsarabia ; 
but the Jews themselves would not encourage thia. 
Thou who wore usurers and public-house keepers pre- 
ferred to remain as they were ; and the bett«r-minded 
Jews were liinderod. So thin scheme fell through. 

' He now resolved (1682) to go to Palestine. Arrived 
in Jerusalem, he gazed on the holy city, and received 
impctsaions, as by a tight from heaven, that probably 
the sufferings of the Jews and the desolation of the 
land of Palestine were to be traced to the people's 
continued rejection of Christ, and that all the hopes of 
the nation centred in Jesus the Crucified One. He 
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Mtamed botne with his miDd foU of this aew light 
His wife at fint opposed his views, because she did 
Dot ondeistaiul them; bat his childreD soon accepted 
th«in. lie now began to regard the t«aehiDgs of ibe 
2{ew Testament as Divinely in^ired, mod tb« Lord 
Janu Christ aa the true Son of Qod— the Way. the 
Xniib,«iMl the Life. To know the Son, he says, is to 
know aod to uoderataDd the Father ; and for this r«aaon 
he spedally delights in the Gospel of John. 

' He says : " The Jews think they can uoderstond the 
Sod through the Father ; but Jesus says, ' No nan 
conieth unto the Father but by Me.' ' He that hath 
seen Me, hath seen the Father.' " 

' 111 answer to the question — " When did you first 
definitely trust in the Lord Jesus Christ for salvation ? " 
he replied, " A year ago kst Hoah Haehana," * i& about 
a year and a half sincci . . . 



' On arriving at our hotel in Berlin, I found a letter 
from the Buv. Mr. Hanslg, Soci'etai-y of Uie Berlin 
Jewish Missionary Society, as follows: "My dear Sir, 
May I beg you to write to me to say on what day aod 
at what hour it would be convenient for you to see me 
at the hotel It is of importance to our Society that 
you should couver&e with me. I am, my dear Sir, 
(Bev.) F. Hansig, Secretary of the Berlin Society Cor 
promoting Christianity among the Jews." To this I 
repliijd that it would aflbi'd me pleasure to receive him 
on the next evening, and that 1 should be most glad to 
' JowUh Nev Vcor'i Day (Autumn). 
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learn about the work of God amongBt tlio Jowh id 
Berlio. He called, and we bod a friendly but brief 
interview; for I saw that he wished chiefly to see 
Ur. Rabinowitz. la reply to my question, aa to the 
work the Society was carrying on amongst the Jews in 
Berlin, where there are over 60,000 Jews, his reply was 
that ttiey had nt prusenl only one missionary and one 
colporteur, and that these occasionally visited other 
parta of Germany. Tliey have no halL» or meeting 
places tor Jews; the work oonsist« simply in 8p4;a.king 
to individuals. Mr. Hansig wu» very anxious that 
Professor Strock, a member of their committee and 
editor of a periodical called Nathanad, should visit us. 
So we appointed Sunday evening at 7 o'clock for an 
interview. We found him a most intelligent Chrletian 
gentleman, and warmly intercstod in Israel. As we 
liaci another engagement at 8 p.m., we appointed another 
interview at 10 a.ni. on Monday. He came at 10 o'clock 
and remained till 2.30 pjn. — about 1} hours with me, 
and about 3 houi-s with Itabinowitz. 

' Professor Strack arlmitted that their Society was 
doing little or nothing in evangelizing the German 
Jem; *nd yo( I saw he was hart by the English 
SociBtiflfl Moding miHsionarics to the Jews in Prot««t«nt 
Germany. I urged him to arouse the German Chris- 
ttami to such a sense of their duty and privilege aa 
fully to occupy the ground themselvce, and leave no 
room for miodonaries from other oooDtriM. Id the 
meantime scunebody must preach Christ to the Jews, 
I gave him a brief aoconnt of our MUdmay Misatoa tn 
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the Jowfi, wboso sole present objeot was to preach 
Cbriat to all the Jews in Great Bi-itain, as nearest to 
us and towarda whom British Cbristiaos were laid 
under primary and presaang obligaUon. We closed our 
pleasant interview with prayer Tor all mtasions to God'a 
ancient people.' 

On Sunday the four friends went to Professor 
Cassell's church, having an interview with him in the 
vestry afterwarda On Monday they met the late 
Dr. Ziomann. 

'The Lord has been doing a bleeaed work through 
Dr. Ziemann's labours in Berlin, for which Christiana 
cannot too much praise the Lord. 

' We fancied we had a litUo taste of the Judenkeiie 
(anti-Semitism) in our hotel at the table d'hOte ; for 
when we entered the room at 4 o'clock we were at 
once hastJIy relegated to an unfumitthed table in the 
comer of the large room. We said nothing, had a good 
dinner, but never entered the room again. On Sunday 
we dined at an eurltcr hour in our hreakfast-room, and 
on Monday and Tuesday we dined elsewhere,' 

Arriving at Leipzig on Tuesday evening: 

' We had not been long in our hotel when a mcfl8eQger~ 
arrived to announce that Professor Delitxsch would be 
with us about 8 p-m. 

'This venerable and honoared scholar came, accom- 
panied by two young men. Dr. Lhot«ky and Ur. Faber, 
intelligent and zealous in Israel's cause. After salutations 
and introductions. Professor Dolitsecb proceeded to read in 
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German some eight or nine theses respecting Rabinowitx 
And hi8 work, which were to form the haais of our 
conference the next day. Mr. Adicr was re<|ucsted to 
make a rough tranalation of these hy 10 the nest 
morniuji;, wticn vc should meet for our finit session. 
Dr. Dixon and Mr. Adlcr were up about 6 o'clock tlio 
next morning. Whilst they were translating, I was 
seeking Divine guidance in prayer; for »ome of these 
" theses " we oould not possibly subscribe to. and the 
form in which they were drawn up had evidently pained 
the mind of Rabiuowitz. I told ProfeHSor Dclitzsch tliat 
it would give as the greatest pleasure if wo found that 
we could with a good couscience agree with him on every 
point, and that it would give us corresponding pain if 
wo couid not st'c alike on every point : but even then 
we hoped to preserve mutual respect and brotherly love.' 

In the subsequent sessions, joined by Professor Strack, 
who had arrived from Berlin, the following prtnciplcs 
were agreed to :— 

'I. Perfect and uncontrolled freedom should be pre- 
served to Mr. Rabinowitz in conducting the movement ; 
there should bo no interference from any quarter as 
to doctrine or practice. 

' 2. That Rabinowit/a continued observoDce of the 
Passover, Circumcision, and the Jewish Sabbath, should 
not constitute a ground for refusing Christian sympathy 
and help, so long as he did not trust in tliese, but in 
Chrint alone for salvation. 

'3. TbatRabinowitsmaybebaptizedinany^'ctjjua.W. 
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STaogoUca] Cbntth he pleasee, and in any form ; but 
that he should simply be n'gardod M » mooibcr of the 
Cborch of Christ, and not of the sect to which the 
peraon who may baptize him belonga.' 

It yraa propofl«tl that Mr. WilkioHoii tthould baptiice 
Babinowitx ; but he declined, fearing that many Chris- 
tiana might feel less int«reat in Kabinowitz if the person 
baptizing him and the mode of baptism did not meet 
their views, and he also thought baptism was prematore 
juHt then. 

'4. The existence of a Jewish Chnxtiaa Church in 
Kischinew we cannot acknowledge, ttntit Mr. Joseph 
RftlMnowitz, hia brother and their reflpective fainiliea, 
roceivv holy baptism, and thos become acknowledged 
members of the Church of Christ.' 

It was also agreed to encourage the new community 
to support itaelf and its leader, while assisting it in the 
meantime. There were other points on which agree- 
ment was not readied; but, as Mr. Wilkinson says, all 
was conducted " with much animation, but with the best 
feeling ttirougliout. Much prayer had been offered for 
God's guidance and bleaiiug, and wc felt He bod 
answered our prayers." 

' Rabinowitz saw us off at the Lupzig station, and 
gave OS all a loving embrace with eyes filled with team. 
Lame as ho was on one foot, he ran along the platform 
to lengthen his last look. One of his last words with 
na waa, "I have learnt one thing since we came together 
— I have learnt to pray," 

After Mr. Wilkinson's return to England he rcoiMved 
the following letter from Dr. Lbotxky : — 
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■Lnrzio, Mardi SS, I6SG. 

• HOSOURED AND DEAR Mr. WILKINSON,— I send J-OU 
herewith the original "theses" to which I also add the 
altered resolution of the 18th of Marcli. Rabinowitx 
left us on the sume day for Berlin, where he will (D.V.) 
be baptized to-morrow by the American Presbyterian 
minister — -Prof. Mead. I shall bo present to represent 
Prof. DeUtzsch and Mr. Faber, who are prevented from 
being present in person. It baa been decided here that 
I should be sent for a few months to assist Pastor Faltin 
in hisi work at the Home for Converted Jews. Wherever 
I may meet BIr. Rabinowitz or his followers, I tthall 
remember our conference, and shall seek to further 
among them an independent development, 

'Professor Delitswh sends his kind regards to you, 
as does Mr Faber. We are all glad for the brotherly 
exchange of views we mutually enjoyed. May the 
Xiord gnmt His ble«siag to all His work among Israel, 
M well as among all natioos. — Yours respectfully, 

'R. Lhoizkv.' 



CHAPTEK XIX 
The New Testament Movement 



(1886-1887) 



DUBINO tliis time tiic Hiisrion work went steadily 
forward. Wbeouver in Loodoa, Mr. Wilkinson 
woM always in charge of the weekly Gospel meeting 
.or Jews at the Mission Room in Welldoae Square ; the 
Sewing-Class progrenaed ; the Sledicol Misaion attracted 
iDcreasing numbeni ; the Convalexcent Home and Home 
for Young Men fulfilled their ininifttry; and the newly 
opoied Home for Jewish Children hod already a lunall 
family within it. The first two children admitted were 
both brought by their fathers on the day following that 
of the dedicator}' servict^ They were a girl and a boy. 
The father of the girl was & Christian Jew, baptinod by 
Mr. Wilkinson. Tliu father of the boy was not s 
Christian. Ho was a strolling musician, a widower; 
and when asked by Mr. Wilkinson why be gave bis 
boy into a Christian iuHtitution, to be trained for Christ, 
his reply woe, " I hoard you preuch a few Sundays ago 
at Wellcloee Square, when twenty-one Jews stood up to 
testify their belief in JeauH as the Messiah, and I felt 
then that I could trust you with my child." Ho waa 
very fond of his boy, and gave him his parting charge 
with tears streaming down his choek«. The father died 
s believing Christian. Tbe boy passed tlirough the 
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Home, was mat to Caooda by Miss Macphernon, and is 
now li^odrng » consistent Christian life as the head oE 
a household. 

Nor had itinerant work been neglected. Messrs. 
Baron and Barnctt visited L>eiccaU;r and Birniiugham, 
and also paid u visit to the Russian frontier to witness 
of Christ to their relatives, visiting en rouie the Jews in 
Berlin, Poscn, Quesun, Thorn, Inaterburg, Qoldap, 
Dletzko, Kttnigsberg, Duntzig, and other towns. Messrs. 
Adier and Halbutiltioii visited Hull and Grimsby, having 
much to tell of God's goodnosti to them lu opening 
doora of entrance. 

Lrctt«rs from America and Canada were a great source 
of encouragement to Mr. Wilkinnon at this time. Early 
in August 1885, the late Mr. George Nccdham, the 
evangelist, wrote to Mr. Wilkinson as follows : 

'Mjvxoiiutich VI TUt Ska, Mass., U.S^ 
'Beiovbd Mr. Wilkinson.— Every year we have a 
Bible Study Conference, and this year we held it at 

' Kiagara. Dr. Brookes and others mot, and about two 
hundred ChristJans of ever>' sect. We had a glorious 
time. It has been our custom to receive voluntary 
offerings for undenominational missions, and we have 
usually sent tlioee oBcriaga to such missions as the 
China Inhind Mission, or the Congo Mission. This j-ear 
all oQr hearts turned to you and tlie Jewish work. 
Dr. Brookes and myself spoke of your work, and about 
£35 came from these dear Christians, many of whom 
were poor. Vou will receive it in a few days witli an 
official letter from Dr. Brookes. Every Saturday my 
boys pray audibly tor " dear Mr. Wilkinson and his 

bneetings on tliis Jewish Sabbath.' Q(A >&«»» '^<^a^. 
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dear brother, and all oF dear Mildmay with yoar Family. 
Ever in best bonds, Geo. C. Needram.' 

A F«w days AFt«r this he reoeiTed the Following From 
tbe Rev. H. M. Parsotui: 

'Toxotcro, OxTARto, Cjucuia. 

'My dear Brother,— At the request of the Rev. Dr. 
Brookes, of St. Louis, I forward you a draft for two 
hundred doUare, or £41, being a collection taken at the 
Believera' Conference for Bible Study at Niagara-on-the 
Lake, Ontario, July 23-30;iD behalf of your most worthy 
and excellent Mission. 

' With the deepest interest in your work, your brother 
in the Lord, H. U. Pabsoks.' 

Then a Few days later be received the following 
characteristic leU«r from the late beloved Dr. Brookes, 
whose writiugB and personal mmistry have instructed 
and profited many ; and to whom, as we have seen, Ur. 
Wilkinson had been closely drawn. 

' NuwBA, OxfAitin, 
Avgiut 12, 18^%. 

' My DEAR BEOTOER WiLKiNSOS,— Before this reaches 
you, no doubt yon will havo received a contribution oF 
£36 or a little more For your Mission among the Jewa. 
It is the frait of a collection taken in the Believers' 
Meeting for Bible Study held in this village for a fort- 
night since Although the amount is small, and will 
not go far towards the supply of your great and over- 
recurring need, it is at least a manifestation of our 
^rsonal respect and affection for you, and an expression 
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of practical sTopatby with the blcsecd wotk ia whieb 
you have boon no loug cngiigcd. 

'Theimmenso crowiLi that uiinuoUy gather ai Uildmay 
do not attead oor Conferonces on this side of the sea ; 
and of thasQ who come, ver^' few possess ample financial 
means of serving the Loi'd. Hence, if the necessity 
ol obtaining money for oth«r pur()ogee is taken into 
account, the collection oE nearly two huodrcd doUan 
tor Uic dispersed of Judah and the outcasts of Israel 
may be considered very good. It c«rtwily betokens a 
flliicerc interest in their epirituai welfare, and a hearty 
appreciation of your efforts to win them to the Qospel 
and grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

' It will give you pleasure to know that in America a 
deeper concern than formerly is felt for the childrcu of 
Abraham according to the flesh. Of course, this is 
largely oonfiaod to those who are "looking for that 
bleased hope, the appearing of the glory of our great 
Ood and Saviour Jesus Christ "; for as a rale only they 
have any clear view of the future dignity of Israel. 
But few who have been taught by the Holy Spirit to 
wait for God's Son froui heaven fail to Had their hearts 
stirred to quickened dcdight in anticipation of the 
wondrous bloniiigs in store for the " everlasting nation." 
Tbey have read the unchanging precept and promise, 
** Pray for the peace of Jerusalem : they shall prosper 
that love thee " ; and they covet the approval Jehovah 
bcetows upon those who remember His ancient people. 
'They know upon the sore testimony of the abiding 
Word that, when the present ago shall have run ita 
'S 
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»ppc»Dted course, our ssccndw) Lord eball return, and 
build again tbe tabernacle of I>avid, whidi u fallen 
down, and build again the mins thereof, and set it ap, j 
that the residue of men may seek after the Lord, sod 
all the Gentiles. They do not forget that " He ahall 
cause them that oome of Jacob to take root ; larael shall 
Sower and bloBsom, and fill the fooe of the world wiUi 
fruit" They are not uomindful of the inspired Scrip- 
tore which says, " In that day it shall be said to 
Jenmalem, Fear tboa not; and to Zion, let not thy 
hands be slack. Tbe Lord thy Qod in the midst of thee 
is mighty ; He vill sav^ He will rejoice over thee with 
joy ; Ho will refit in Hts love ; He will joy over thee 
with sin^Dg. ... At that time will I bring yoa again, 
even in the time that I gather you : for I will make you 
a name and a praise among all people of the earth." 

'The brethren here are in sj-mpnthy with tlie mind 
of our waiting and expectant Lend, and they share in 
His joy over restored Israel. Hence they esteem it a 
precious privilege to aid you, even to a limited extent, 
in your arduous labours among the JcH^B, and they have 
oommissionod me to convey to yon their tratemn) 
salutations, together with the assurance q{ their con- 
tinued remembrance of your name and toil before the 
throne where our High Priest intercedes. — Yours truly 
in Him, Jaues H. Brookes.' 



The Mildmay Uission had now been in csistence 
nearly ten years. It was the opening of the Eastern 
Question by tbe events of 1875 tluit had led Air. 




I 



The New Testamknt Movement 227 



Wilkinson to foond it in June 1876; bclim'ing, as ho 
did, that Turkey's end and the opemng up of Palestine 
to the Jews were comparatively near. And now the 
Eajiteni Question seemed to be about to advance another 
stage by the lievolutioii wliich broke out in the autumn 
of 1885 ill Eastern Roumelia, and the invasion of 
Bulgaria by King Milan on (he 14th of November, 
" rending the parchment of tho Borlia Treaty." 

To Mr. Wilkinson this was a call to still more 
extended witaess to the scattered people, " We be^n 
to long," he wrote, " to send misaionaries to tell of Jesus 
and Ris love to tens of thoosands of Jens in othcr 
eountries unvisitod by any messenger of Christ. Wc 
thank God for nJl that is done by others : there is room 
for more labourers. Should the Lord be pleased to 
pour a spirit of liberality on His Church in the interest 
of Ltracl, and this Mission should be favoured with 
abundant means, we should soon nend some of our staff 
abroad, who arc already sayiug, ' Here am I, send mo.'" 

\Vhat response there was to be to this wc shall sec. 

It was at this time that yir. Wilkinson made over 
the properties acquired by tho Mission — the ConvaloHcent 
Homo. Home for Cfiildrcn, the plant at the Home for 
Youn;; Men and at the Medical Mission — to u board of 
tnutoee, on the linc« of tho advice given to him by Mr. 
George Miillcr. The first trUHt«e8 of tho Mission were 
S. A. Blackwood, Esq., CR (afterwards Sir Arthur 
Blackwood), Messrs. Henry Corr, Samuel Field, John 
Griffin, James E. Mathieson, Bei^jamin Tliomaa, James 
Wood, and John Wilkinson. Most of these woU-knowo 
men of God are home now : and still the Bridegroom 
tsnies ; but surely not much longer ! 

Two entries &om tfao diary at the close of 1885 are 
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'Dec 29, 1885. Went Ui tho "Aa^\" to meet a 
gentleman who wou]<l give me something for the caase; 
I van to show ft white pocket-handkerchief at 12^ 
at the central Ump. 1 did m, and received £10.' . . . 

'Dec. 31, 1K8S. Zion ChApel, Whitechap«L This 
eveoing we had our aanuu] tea-meeting (or our Night 
Scliool and other Ji3wii>li children, alLog«Uier over 300. 
The best behaved oE oar school cliildrcn received prizes 
given by our friend Mr. Field. Ur. Hutdunaon and 
Hr. Danielb also addreeaed them. . . . The meeting was 
ft most encouraging ooe. . . . Muy God bless tho little 
onw to the salvation of many ! . . . We retamed home 
weary but thankful, and retired to rest, grateful for 
another year's loving toil in the service of oar Divine 
Lord. Oh that we may be found occupying till Be 
come!' 



Eighteen hundred and eighty-six dawned. On the 
4th of Jiuioary the Annual Meetings for praise and 
prayer in connexion with the Mildntay Hiatnon to the 
Jews were hold at Mildmay Conference Hall, the late 
Mr. Denham Smith taking part in the morning meeting. 
Things in the East of Europe wor« still ominous. The 
sense of shortness of opportunity, of desire to reach a 
widw field of Jews abrtmd, lay still heavily npon the 
Jewish raisaonar^-'s hearts It was at the evening 
gathering of this day of praise and prayer that he first ; 
publicly mentioned his dosirc to purchase and diiitribato ■ 
100,000 copies of the Hubrcw New Testament among 
the JewH. " Just at this time also," he wrote the same 
month in Sen'icf for the King, " we have had translated 
into most beautiful idiomatic Hebrew the Xew Teota- 
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m«nt, which is being issued by the Trinitarian Bible 
Society. The first edition wafi cleared out in a month, 
and A second edition of 10,000 in now being printed 
in Vienna under Dr. Oinaburg's auperintendenca . . . 
Now it is on tny heart to send 100,000 of these Hebrew 
New Testomenta to the Continent, with miaaionariee 
and colporteurs as needed, to distribute them and preach 
Christ Is it too much to ask the Lord to move His 
people to send us £5000 for this work ? Of course, wa 
mean over and above the needs of the work alretuly in 
band at home.' 

Committing this matter to God, and telling it to 
Ood's people as opportunity oftered, the Jewisli mis- 
sionary plodded on. From January to the close of 
Uarch, the same round of busy work : meetings in the 
country, home again to the Saturday gathering of Juws 
at Wdlcloeu Square. ootTOHpondouco in tlio study, 
writing tracts and articles. Then ibo physical frame 
suddenly broke down. For ten days the patient lay 
in great wcitknciui, and was prohibited all solid food. 
" During this tjme I bad the medicul attention of dear 
Dr. Dixon, the domestic comfort of my dear wife's 
ministry and that of her sister, and a sense of the 
presence and preciousness ot my Lord." 

The Lord hod drawn Uia child into the quiet com- 
manioo of the tuck chamber before sending him a 
signal ptxxjf — more striking than any previous one — oi 
His approval and love. A Jilr. RtiRsell, unknown person- 
ally to Mr. Wilkinson, and never seen by him or by 
any member of his family, hod been impressed by the 
proposal of the 100,000 Hebrew Xew Testamenta He 
had been making bis private inquiries oa to theMildmay 
Mission to the Jews, and being satisfied, told Mr. 
Hathicson, then the superintendent of Kildmay Con* 
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ferenoe Hall, that be woold tmdertake to make op 
whatever waa neoeaaaiy to complete the mm of £5000 
to cany oat the aebeme. Tias was th« news Ivoaghb 
personally by Mr. Mathiesoa to the sickroom oa the 30th 
of llareh 188& Then in a day or two, while the patient 
still lay prostrate, came a cheque for £100 from a 
frieoil in Mancheeter ; and then a notice of a subeeqaent 
£100 to the Misaon. "Hy eyea were fnU of tears, 
and my heart of gratitude, (or iho faithful and tender 
loTe of my heavenly Father. It will take me all 
eternity to praise Him. I found much pleasure in 
reading eight times over the Apocalypse by St John 
of oor Lord Jesus Christ. Oh that this time of weak- 
neaa may be ao sanctified as to make me more like 
Him Who was made perfect through suffering'." 

The patient was taken to Hastings to rceapcrate 
strength ; but here he had a relapse. We cannot wonder, 
for he commenced his ntay at Hastings by four meetings 
in the Y.W.C.A. and the Castle Hotel room. With 
motJier by his sid^ eight more days wure spent in bod. 
Hod this been in 1906 instead of 1886, doubtless an 
operation would liave been proaoODced neocsBoiy. But 
it is a qocetion whether JAr. Wilkiosoa woold have suV 
mitted to it, so great was bis horror of the knife, and 
his oonseqnent suffering when bis cbildreo wer» opeimt«d 
apon. By the grace of Qod. gentle means and a sound 
constitution restored him to health. "The Lord pro- 
vided a most skilful doctor. Dr. Gan]gci\ who attcndi»d 
me without charge." It was during these days that the 
writer of this volume, who was looking after tlio corre- 
spondence in Ixmdon in bis father's abecnoe, received a 
cheque for X3000 from Mr. Russell towards the Hebrew 
New Testamenta Mr. Russell bad not withdrawn bis 
promise to make np the £5000, hut eager to see llie 
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work oommenced, he sent £8000 «t once. The writer 
hairiest away to Packing;too Street Pont Office to setid 
a telegram to Hastings. Tliis was on 19th April. The 
diary states : 

'On 19th April received a telegram aonouncing n>- 
ccipt of £3000 for Xew Testament fund. A three years' 
prayer answered.' 

No wonder the patient recovered ] 

' Numbers of dear friends Hcnt messages of s3rTDpaiby 
and inquiry. Alice Annie waa with ua for a wwjk, and 
Samuel fetched us all home on Monday, the 10th ot 
Uay. Praise the Lord for all His goodness.' 

Of the beginnings of this work I cannot do better 
than to let fatlicr himself speak. 

' Mr. Sulkinson was the first Jew to translate the Now 
Testament into Hebrew. Other trao&latioaa existed, in 
nany nspects excellent, and faithful to the grammar 
and the lexicon ; but lacking in the spirit, style, and 
swcut flow of the Old Testament Hebrew idiom, oE which 
Hr. Salkin»on was a master, and perhaps had not his 
equal in Europe. He hud, a few yean before, translated 
the Epistle to tlio Romans, aad had also translated into 
beautiful Hebrew poetry Milton's Paradise Loft, which 
has been higlily ealogisod by competent critics. 

' This was the man, a Christian Jew, whom God raised 
up and prompted to give, as his life work to his own 
beloved people, a translation of the New Covenant into 
idiomatic Hebrew. 

' Wlien far on towards completion, Mr. SalkinHoa came 
over from Vienna to London in the autumn of 1882 to 
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make Arrangements for getting bis work into print He 
spent ft day with me, and begged me to belp him. I 
urged him to seek the aid of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society. He replied, " I have already done so, and 
iliey refuse it. Wilkiuson, can't you help me J " 

' After awhile I thouf^ht of the Trinitarian Kblo 
Society, the sccrutary of which Society, the B«v, Dr. 
Bullingor, I know well, thoogh of the Society it«lf I 
kn^-w littlo or nothing. I wrote to Dr. Bollinger at 
Walthamstow, and reqnosted an interview. 

'Throagb an oversight I received no reply to tliis 
reqnoBt, though other matters were answered. The 
matter thus ntood over till the 26th of December 18S2. 
This being a holiday, I walked over for a constitntional, 
and laid the whole matter buforu Dr. Bullinger. HU 
reply was, " It seems quite proridential, for wo have 
jnst bad a lego^, and have bcun praying for guidance 
as to its nee ; lay the nutter in writing before our com- 
mitt«e, and they will probably take it np." This was 
done. Mr. Salkinaon and the committee came to terms. 
Shortly after, however, and before the traoalation was 
finished, dear Salkinson was called to rest The oom- 
mittee then secured the servicer of Dr. Ginsburg, a 
scholar of European imputation, and a fellow-student td 
mine and of Salkinson, 1851-o3. 

' Dr. Oinsburg laid aside other important matters and 
threw himself heartily into the unfiQishcd work of bis 
old friend. He edited the entire work, and conducted it 
through the press, besides translating the last fifteen 

tpters of the Acts of the Apostles. 
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'The first edition of 2000 waa exhausted in a month. 
This was issued in 18%5. Scores of Jewish missionaries 
cjcpreesed in loud praise their appreciation of the trans* 
iatioa. Three or foor Gentiles and one or two Jews 
oriticUed it onfavoarably. There were undoubtedly 
aeveral errors, though non« of a wrious character. A 
thorough rcviaion was called for, which engaged the 
AttonttOD oC «x Hebrew scholani during the latter 
months of 1885 and the fonner of 1886. 

'I had already acquainted myself with RabinowitE 
and his movement in South Russia, and had formed his 
personal acqoaintanoe in Berlin, where I invited him to 
meet me in March 1885. Hli conversion was effected 
throagh the instrumentality of a Hebrew New Testa- 
ment. It was again and again preasod home to me — 
Why not a wide and free distribution of Hebrew 
New Teetomeobg amongst the Jews throughout the 
world? 

' Thid waa thought and prayed about till the matter 
took the form of 100,000 copies of the revised edition 
for free distribution. This number at one shilling each 
would coat £5000. The matter was first mentioned in 
public at OQr annual meetingB for praise and prayer, 
held in the Conference Hall, Mildinay Park, on Monday, 
January 4, 1886. J. R Mathieson, Esq., presided, and 
the Rev. J. Dcnham Smith gave an address. Some 
IrJends thought that we were going too fast> but wo 
committed oarselvea to nothing; we aaked only for 
prayer for the guidance of our Qod in the matter. On 
fvbruary Ixt, at a drawing-room meeting in High^te, 
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a friend aRked, " How soc»i do you expect light od Uiis 
matter ? " I replied, " During this spring." 

' An oocoant of the annual meetingn, including a 
reference to this desire for 100,000 Hebrew New Testa- 
tnents, appeared in the Febroaty nninber of Service for 
the King. Thia came under the eye of a gentlemaa 
who was led voluntarily to give a cheque for £3000l 
lliii came on April 19th, 18S6, while I lay od a 
sickbed at Hastings It was at the eamo time an 
ftoawer to a pmyer offered for three years, but without 
any definite object beyond the general good of IsraeL 
The B&me friend who gave the £3000 gave a guarantee 
for all that might be ahort of the £5000, in order that 
we might make better terms with the printers in Vienna 
by ordering the 100,000 at onoe. The TriniUrtan Bible 
Soracty ordered an odititm of 110,000—100,000 for our 
Hifision, and 10,000 additional for themselvea. When 
the cheque for £3000 arrived, we had already in hand 
from other friends about £630. On the 27th of April 
1866, the friend who gave the £3000 on the I9th of the 
same month, aent £120 more, which made the num 
£3750.* This wan deposited in the bank in the joint 
names of Dr. Bollinger and my own, until it should be 
rcquirtid. To allow the work to proceed as rapidly as 
posaiblo, the sum of £3750 was paid over to the Trini- 
tarian Bible Society early in September 1886. On the 
9th <ii October 1886, 1 received the limt presentatkn 
copy by poet direct from Vienna, The friend who gave 

> The Bitm of £97tM) puil for tti« lOC^OOO, at tha mt« of nine- 
p«DM «aoh copy. 
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the £-1000 and also the £120, kiodly scot aDother choqa* 
for £700 in April 1887. Other friends had voluntarily 
contributed to the amount of £1180, bo that thv £700 
mndo up the £5000 &a at first promised. The sum of 
£1250 was appropriated to aid the dintribution of thcae 
Uubrew Now Testaments throughout the world. 

*In the notanm of 1886, Messis. Baron and Bomett 
were scat out by this Uission into north-caet Pruaaim 
taking one side of Pomerania on thoir outward journey, 
And the other side on their return. Full accounta oE 
their arduous but blessed work were given in subsequent 
numbers of Service for tA« King. 

'In the spring of 1887 tiiese some brethren w«ro sent 
out to Austria proper, Hungary, Bohemia, and Galicia, 
with increiwing onoouragoment, as testified by notes frcnn 
their journals published in Service for the King, and in 
the Quarterly Record of the Trinitarian Bible Society. 
It was on this journey that they obtained at Leipxig the 
names and addreAnes of between two and three thousand 
rabbis. 

' Our brethren were authorized to q»end the sum of 
£18 or £20 in postage, and 2237 Hebrew New Teoto- 
mcnts were seat by post to &a many Jewish rabbis. 

'While all this was going on abroad, and our hands 
pretty full with the growing work at home, we were 
earnestly praying that the Lord would open Russia, where 
nearly 4,000.000 of Jews arc located, or about one-third 
of the Jewi&h population of the world. Mr. Mathiesoo 
and I luul a very friendly intcrnew with the Russian 
Ambaaaador, Ilia Excellency Count Staal, who advised 
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na to pal oonehres in eotnmunicatioD with crar own 
AmbaaBodor in SL P«t«tsbDrg. The Rov. Dr. BoUinger 
in the meantime Bcnt eopiei of the N«w TesUmeDb to 
all the leadin); CeosorahipB in the Buasian Empire, and 
obtained penniiwion to Gcnd them into the ooaQtry. 
Soorea of initial diflicultic« were in our way; but th« 
Lord led qb Ilia way, and the difficnltiea were overcoma 
Oiir missionary, Mr. Adler, thongh twenty yearn in this 
ootmtry, was still a Russian subject, having never been 
released by that Qovemment. We thought it better to 
pay arrcare and renew h» Russiao passportt so thai he 
might work aa a Riissina subject. 

' Dr. Alt'hausen, a Christian Jew of St. Petersburg, a 
Buaian 8ubjc>ct, and wearing military hononn, aasociated 
himself with Mr. Adler. His local knowledge, social 
influence, religious character, and true sympathy, were 
<tf the greatest service. Early in July 1887, Mr. Adler 
left London for St Petersburg, followed by hundreds of 
pimyers torgoidanoeaodbleBnng. Prayer was answered, 
doors were opened, local governors gave their consent, 
and, notwithstanding many difBcultios, Mr, Adler and 
Dr. Althauscu had about three mont^is of bleuod work 
together. In the course of their work they called on 
Pastor Gurland at Mitan. Pastor Gurland is an evan- 
gelical Lutheran roini^r, a Christian Israelite of great 
experience and influence, and Prinumos of the district 
of Courinnd, with its 130 Lntheran pastors. Pastor 
Gurland was formerly a missionary to his Jewish 
brethren, but practical sympathy faih'ng among his 
Bupporttim, be subsided into a Lutheran pastonUa. 
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\Vhca he heard from Mr. Adior how the Lord hod nused 
op frieada in England voluntarily to give meaos to 
purchase 100,000 Hebrew New TestAments to be freely 
dietribated aa love-^fta among Ilia Jewish bretliren, 
he tteemed ovorwhvimed, his niJHitonary Sre and 
seal were rekindJcd, luid ho longed to help in the 
work. 

' Ho sat down and wrote a Ntirriug circular, and sent 
copies all over the Russian Empire. 

' Wo opened a depdt at Wilna on March 29th. 1888 ; 
crowds of Jews of all claxses cauo for the books, so that) 
by the 7th of April 1250 copies were diacrimlnately 
distributed. In a letter from our Mr. Adler, dated Sep- 
tAtnber 5th, 1888, ho tt-Us nie that iu the course of a few 
da^>8 nearly 3000 copies wci'c distributed amongst the 
Jews in Minsk; and that this populuuH town and 
district wero all astir, crowds eager to possess and nmd 
the book. We have the consent of the local Governor to 
open a depAt at Minsk.* 

' Besides the distribution of several thousands through 
the personal elTortA of our luissionaries in various parts 
of North Africa, Poinemuia, Austria, Hungary, Bohemia, 
Qalicia, Kouuumia, and Buasia, wc have cheerfully 
responded to requests coming from missionaries of the 
Loudon, British, and Prcsbytfrian Societies, and from 
individual workers and from private individuals in- 
terested in Israel Four requests were for six oopiee 
each ; one for ciglit, one for ten, two fi^ twelve, two for 

■ Tbi* wa« a((«nratd« pfUtud wUk uarveUoas meotm and 
Ueeaiug. 



288 



Life of John Wileinsdh 




twenty, nine for twenty-five, two for thirty, one for 
forty, BcveD for fifty, eight for a hundred, cue for one 
hundred aud fifty, one for tliree hundred, scvca for five 
hundred, two for one thousand, one for fifteen hundred 
(in three inatolincnU of five hundix'd each), one for two 
thousand, and tme for three thousand. The letters of 
thanlcB and of encouragement received from miaiioQaries, 
and from other friends, bear ooe testimony that the 
work is of God. 

' For obvious reasons we withhold the names of tbow 
wlio liavo applied for aud received eoptoo to the extent 
above named. 

'Those copies have been distributed in London, 
Ijverpool, Leeds, Qlasgow, Belfast, Dundee, Paris, 
Marseilles, Rome, Constantinople, Adrianople, Salonica, 
Philippopolis, Prague, Lcmbcrg, Dresden, Leipzig, 
Hamburg, Dantzig, Koruthal, Strasburg, Colore, 
Gibraltar, Altons, Kischinew, Jerusalem, New York, 
Chicago, Jamaica, the Cape, Brazil, Melboanie, 
Singapore, and Burmah. 

'Altogether, between eighty and ninety thousand 
copies have been sent out into various parts of Europe, 
Asia, Africa, America, and Australia. 

< We have a loud call for Judeo-Poltsh Scriptures. 
We have ordered twenty-five thousand copies of Gospels 
and Epistles. Onr ]Ur. Adier has translated the Qospela 
of Matthew and John, and the Epistles to the Romans 
and to the Hebrews. The Trinitarian Bible Society are 
having them printed at Vienna, and we are already 
dirti'ibutiug them. 
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' W« mk much prayer, for we have many oppouonte ; 
but God is assuredly with u&' 

In the siiminer of 188(!, Mr. and Mnt WilkiitHon fipent 
a happy holid&y in Switzerland. They were accom- 
pouied by the late Itev. Charles Oraliain, of Shepherd's 
Bush, and gathered quite a giMUp of Christian friends 
about them in their hotel at Uospentlial, at the entrance 
to the St. Qothard Pa8a. How dear father enjoyed his 
long and lonely walks amid the magnificent mountains ! 
For hoars he woald wander od, enraptured with the 
silent grandeur of Nature. Bat nearly every evening 
the Bible reading was held with the friends at the 
hotel Here is one characteristic entry in the journal : 

'Aug. 7, 1886. Climbed the Spitsbergen to-day, and 
was away from 10 to 7 o'clock. Viwted lakes on the 
top, had a bethe in one. Read a Hebrew Paalm, had 
lunch ; but in scoking a nearer way homo lost my way, 
and fcari^d I might have to etay on the mountain all 
night. I fell on my knees and asked tlic Lord for 
guidance, and received on improEsioD, "Betroco your 
fitt-ps." I did so ; but had a long climb, and then a long 
and steep descent. Beached the hotel about 7 o'clock, 
deeply thankful to Ood.' 

Among the fricnda at the hotel during the month 
were Mr., Mrs., and Miss Chcyuo Brady, Mr. and Mrs. 
Charlos Uoig. Mrs. Judson, Mrs. Brehner, Mtss Morgan, 
and the Messra Weston. 

Homo again from this happy holiday on the Thursday, 
we find Mr. Wilkinson at Wellclose Squora a^in on the 
Saturday. 

•Sept. 4, 1886. WuLlcloso Square. Fulm il ex- 
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pounded, nod Christ preached. About twenty present. 
Good meeting. Clancy, Batod, and Halbmillion also 
present.' 

And no the days were "occnped'' with the same 
enor;^' nn<l real : tii-ed often in the work, as he used to 
B»y, but never tired of it 

Od tlie 26tb of December Ur. Joseph Rabinowitz 
arrived in London, and lodged with Mr. Adler. 

' Dec 3l9t, 1886. Banking and squaring acooont^ all 
day. MontJilypraycr-meeting,7to8.30p.ni. Ptalmxxxiv. 
read and coiDm«nt«d on. Rabinowitz with us, and gave 
a brief address. Ur. Adlor interpreted. A good meet- 
ing. Another year, witb all ita meroiee and abort- 
comtDgH, has passed away. Receive, bleased Ixprd, my 
heart's gralitode for undeserved mer^, and cover with 
the merit of Jesos evwylbing in service not glorifying 
to Thee. Oh that the coming year, should Jeeus tariy, 
may be fall of blefleiDgl' 

And so on through 1 887, records oE meetings, travelling, 
conversations, and schemes for reaching Jews with the 
meBBOgo of salvation. Here and there a personal or 
family reflection. 

'Feb. 5, 1887. My Samuel's wedding. A bri^t and 
happy day. 

'June 18, 1887. Took my wife in a hansom cab from 
Broad Street to West End to see the preparations for 
the illuminations on the 21st, tbo day for celebrating 
our beloved Queen's Jubilee. Everywhere there aro 
tokens of great and general rqjotcing. 
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^H ' Dec 6, 1887. Another miU'tttono of my life is rcoehod 
^B to-day. Sisiy-thrco yuan ago I was bom in a cottage at 
^m Tealby, in LincoInHhiro. About foi-ty-eight years I hare 
^1 trusted in Jcaus as nay Saviour. I become leas aud less 
^" pleased with myself and my doingR ; but more and more 

I pleaded, yea natisBed, with my Lord and with His finished 
work. Thanks be to Ood for saving and keeping grace 
hitherto, and for promises, which caonot be broken, relat- 
ing to t)ie future. Oh for one constant, passioonto desire 
to picaso my Lord in everything I ' 
And tbo closing reflection of the year was : 
•Ihc. 31, 1887. The past year haa been fall of work 
and full of mercies. Oh that each year may find me, 
Dot only ui-arer the end of the journey of life, but more 

I like my Lord, more useful in His service, and more 
faitbfnl in every good word and work. 
' Perilous times are upon us, and evil men and sedacers 
are waxing worse and woi^ : may it 1m mine to watch 
aod prey alwayit, that I may be counted worthy to escape 
all those tilings that arc coining on the earth, aod to 
eteod before the Sod of Man I ' 



CHAPTER XX 
The Central Hall 

<188a-1890) 

AT tbo dose of 1887, iii. WilkinsoD wroto in Service 
Jor the King : 

' We bftve not as yet received on answer to our 
commonications to the RiiKiau AmhaAsador aud to our 
own Ambatsador at SL Fctvniburg. Should Biusia be 
open to OS, we expect a wide distribution of Hebrew 
New Tentcunuots among tlic Jews in that empire. We 
continue in prayer.' 

Russia UMU to open. 

In tlie meantime Menars. Bartm and Banwtt bad boMlJ 
labouring in the various towns of Xorth-«a8t ProMA, ' 
and again in Austria, Hungary, Qalicia, oimI Bohoniia> 
sending home accounts of tbeir work, wliich wore of the 
deepest interest. Mr. Holbmillioii v-tis also sent to 
Horooco, to labour with Mr. Mercadier. 

But Russia — great Ruwia ! 

As we read in Mr. Wilkinson's own deacripUon of 
tlie beginnings of the New Testament movcuifrit, Mr. 
Adier was despatched early in 1887 — his Kuseian pass- 
port put into order by the payment of a fine for every 

year of his afaeenee — to Russia, whore he became associated 

m 
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with I>r. Allliausen. Let us glance at liia &nt letter 
liomo— or put of it 

' noTXL NttHKOWan (No. 42), Wn-RA, 
July 20, 1887. 

■Dear Me. Wilkinson,— It is with a ht^art full of 
gratitude to our Lorcl that I now begin to tell yoa what 
God is doing for us and we for Him ; for my friend Dr. 
Althausen and I both feel that much prayer is being 
offered for U8. 

• There were truly many and great difficuUiee in our 
way. But tliey are vanishing. Here direct "mission 
work " ia not allowed. To give away a tract or a New 
Testament, one must have permission from the Chief of 
Police, and miut be a Rusaian eubjeet. The thought 
that I must not speak to a Jew or give away New 
Teetameots before receiving permiasion from the author* 
itice had an awful effect upon me. It filled my 
faoort with sorrow, and I could during the firot 
few days neither eat nor sleep. Ny thought day and 
night was — bow and when to obtain the desired 
document. 

' Now I will tell you what the Loixl has done for ua, 
how wonderfully He has cleared difficulties out of the 
way, and how He is encouraging us. His blcswd wordn, 
"I will never leave nor forsake you," have been our 
constant experience; and I trust tliat by and by wo 
•ball Gnd them even more richly ftilBlIed. We are now 
provided with documents of the highest authority, 
allowing us to sell and distribute the Holy Scriptores 
Qohindercd all over this enonnous land, and can ov«ry- 
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where have the prot«eti<ui of the police. At all 
we cannot be stopped in our work hy every petty 
(^cisL We have the permbsion of the chief ooosor at 
St Pot«rHbui^; we have the aanetwn and blessing of 
the Holy Synod; we have certificatea from the Bible 
Society at St Petersburg, by which wo are not only 
allowed to sell and dLstribata the Word of God all over 
the RoRsian Empire, but authorised to receive oontribn- 
tioa* oa its b«half ; and last of all — and which is perhaps 
tfa6 most important thing — is the permission of tbe 
fhywmor of VfUiia, whoso district is Im^w than the 
whole of your dear oountiy, and contains handrods of 
thonaands of Jews, among whom comparativoly few, 
if any, have ever heard of salvation in Chrint The 
former three documents we obtained mostly through the 
ctTorts of my dear compauioo, Dr. AlthauMn, and that of 
the Qovemor of Wilna in the following remarkable way : 

'There is a miseioaary (designated " Pastor "X m> 
old friend of mine, who introduced na to the Lutheiaq^H 
pastor, Mr. Brink, to whom I made the whole satjest^' 
clear, and who took it up with warm interest Mr. 
Brink went to the Qovemor, who is fortunately a very 
good Cbriiitaan man, and a member of Pai)t<ff Brink's 
church, and we laid before him the whole affair, tc^ether 
with our docnmeuta The Governor at once gave his 
permission ; but he remarked at the same time that he 
could twt grafit U on <vny acoimnt to foreignen. 

'Now the Lord has made it plain why I had tokeop 
np my right of Buwuau natiouality '. Now I am glad 
to bo a RuBiian eubject Now 1 see why the hard 
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amagnd tltitt I shoald gf> with Dr. A., and not with 
way foreign missiouury. Foreigners might do a little 
privately ; hut to do work privately in Rumia ia 
scarcely possible. Hero people are expected to obtain 
authorisation for every step; one can never have too 
many documents or be too careful. For instance, 

viftiting Mr. in St Petersburg, I sent in my 

card as Mildmny MisBionary to the Jews; and he 
ftdvised tn« to leave such cards at home! The sama 
advke was given by several other friends. This will 
give you some idea of the difEcultivs with which we 
have to battle, even bofore wo reach our brethriju, and 
how much wo need wisdom from above, and the prayers 
-of Qod'a children. I am called in my documents, 
CKftfn aetivni (active member) of the Rumian Bible 
Society ; and this title I glory in t la there a better 
employmeDt than to give the Word of Ood, the Water 
of Lif«, to oar poorer brethren 7 ' 

And so Biusia was " opened " to the disirihation of 
Scriptures to the Jews and the accompanying witness 
of the lip. and has never since been closed. Lot this 
expression "opened" not bo hold to imply that no 
missionary witness bad bc>en carried on among Israel 
prior to 1887. The London Jews' Society had maintained 
a st&lJon in Wai-saw for many years ; and the British 
Jews' Society bad also tho Bcv. Qeorge Friedmann and 
tho beloved Dr. Frohwein at Wilna. But these cfTorts 
were more or less hampered with restrictions, and were 
local. 

The opening has never since been closed. The 
development of th« Now Testament work in Russia^ h^ 
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metas of dep6tA in variooB cities and misnonaiyl 
joomeys, has gone on ever since, and in »tiit going OD,^ 
with ever fresh tokeiu of bleaniog, and increasing i 
opportunities of efTective and fruitfal witnefe for Jesos. 

At the dose of January t8S8, Mr. Wilkinson waa 
laid low with a severe attack of bronchitis, which kept 
him a prisoner is bed or in the house for three weeks, 
followed by a fortnight with mother at Hostinga I 
remember standing by the bsdnde in the well-known 
firat floor room at 70 Mildmay Road — room of many 
earlier and later sacred and precioiui memories — as he 
unfolded to mc for the first time his thought of a Central 
Hall. Weltelose Square was oft«n crowded to excMi^ : 
espeoally at the weekly Scwiog-Ctaas; the U«dieal 
Misnon premises equally so; for qiecial moetingB rooms 
had to be borrowed or hired. 

As hu rocorered he set pen to paper and \-0Dtilated 
the matter in Service for the King. Thus he wrote : 

' While writio^ this I aui slowly recovering bom an 
attack of bronduiis, which has kept mo in bed and 
indoors together about tliree weeks. This has given 
me time and qniet at intervals to talk over with the 
Lord the interests of Uis work. One day the following 
thoughts passed through my mind. True, the Lord 
has done something through you on behalf of Israel, 
bat has He got to the end of His power ? Are yoa 
not in danger of " limiting the Holy One of Israel " ? 
Is He not obliged sometimes to lay OHidc His servants 
by sickness to teach them Hta will, nay, even to take 
them home to moke room for others of greater enter- 
prise and faith T Why should yon not allow HE to 
do all I can and am willing to do through yoa? I 
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replied, "And why not?" " Pleaae, Lord, make Thy 
will claar; nud by gneo wv will follow whoro Thou 
dost lead tlio way." 

'We do Dot want a big thing for the glory of the 
Mildmay Mitwion; bat we are willing to have as big 
a work as the Lord seen He can use throuj^h us for 
His glory. Then the above building schomu preacntod 
itself to my mind, I mentioned it to my wife, to my 
son, io Dr. IHxon and to othen, and all seemed to think 
it a most desirable project. 

' A rough estimate of the cost of ground and building 
would probably be about £10,000. The naniGS of & few 
wealthy and liberal Christians come to mind; and I 
Boon found myaelf praying that if this scheme was of 
the Lord, He would dLipoRe nomc of Hiii rich children 
to give for ChriBt's sake jEIOOO each. Of course, these 
names will not bo mentioned to any but Uie Lord, 
who iias the hearts of all in His possession. One thing 
we are certain about, that if this project bo for the 
gtory of Qod, and that He intends us to have it, He 
will find the money needed for it, and at the same 
tjmc confer special honour on those whom He makes 
able and willing to give.' 

Dorfng the year a circular was put out stating the 
need of the Central HalL Tlio first £1000 came from 
the gentleman at the head of the list of names upon 
Mr. Wilkinson's mind. Then came a conditional promise 
trata another gentleman to give £1000 if £9000 was 
raised. Hr. Wilkinson would rather lie had given it 
oat and out to the Lord ; be gave but £200 and passed 
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»yny. Hi* {niuily seat £100 an a metnoml gift Ur- 
WilkinsoD bad bis answer as to the amoiuit promtned, 
though be nmUy got but £300. 

Of the ebory as to how the remaiDder came, the Uttle 
booklet, God An»toer9 Prayer, is the narrator. 

Father's holiday in 1SS8 was spent at ChilUogham, 
Northumberland, where the Earl and Coantees of 
Tankerville placed a cottage at hia disposal, with a 
servant to attend, and v^etables and milk soppUad 
Tbe 8oei«ty of his wife and daoghter, someUmaa of 
Mr. Orabam of Shepherd's Bo^, and of the gawts at 
the Castle, the walks, drives, and conversations with 
villagers, were a source of great joy to him. To the 
noble family itself he was made of de6n)te bleating. 
I am not free to place the record here; bat it ia in> 
acribed on more cndurinj; material. 

Bock from country to town, from rest to the aame 
strenuous work, in which, now nt the age of sixty* 
four, we camiot find any trace of fatigue or senility, 
he could close another year by tJio following soUloqay : 

' Dec. 31, I8S& . . . Another year of mercies bestowed 
oa unworthinc«s ; another year of blesung bestowed 
on work full of infirmities. How wonderful the love 
and patience of our God I How tender the oompassion 
of Jesufi! Oh for grace to know and do the will of 
Him I call UaAtcr and Lord ! Oh f (H* on ever intense 
lon^ng for closer likeuesa to Christ! Oh for UcMdng 
on Israel I Oh for an awakening of the Chorcb of 
Cbnst on Israel's behalf!* 

In the following year, 1889, Mr. Wilkiosoo paid his 
first visit to the Keswick Convention. 

'JiUj/ 22, 1889. Keswick Convention. Kindly in- 
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by Mrs. Sbaw, of Wolverhuiiptoa, who pud my 
travoUing expensea, and kindly cnt«rt>aiavd mv (it her 
house in Lake Rood. . . . 

' . . . The Holy Spirit wiw prenent (in the meetings) in 

arching, quickeniog, comforting, and sanctifying power. 

r Brooke's Bible Itcsdings were specially profitable. 

*I TMolved not to press in any way the Jewish 
subject, but to place it and niyself absolutely in the 
hoods o£ God, to be ready at u momeat's notice to speak, 
should He open the way. 

'I waa fiist asked to open a mocting on Uiaiions 
with prayer. Then on Saturday I waa asked to Kpoak 
ten minutes on the Jews. Then pressed to stay Sunday 
over, and speak at Friar's Crag by the lake on Sunday 
aftemoon. I did so, and had a large and hleaaed 
meeting;. There were pcrliaps 400 people prcMOt 
Reginald RadclitFe closed with prayer. Mr. Fowler, of 
Ireland, suggested a eoUection, but I said. No. Several 
pounds were given as offerings, and warm interest ex- 
pressed. At 10 or II o'clock in the evening Mr. Wilaon 
and Mr. nopkins called to request me to f^eak on 
Toesday momiug at 7 o'clock : tlie prayer-nieeting should 
be for Israel. I felt this to be the Lord's call, and 
said. Km. 

'July 30. Ttttaday moming, 7-8a,fl». Prayer-meei* 
iag for Isnu;]. I gave an exposition of Roinoas xi. 
There was a large atteudoncc, and blcs^ng. I went 
back to breakfast with more than £130 given that 
morning. I was oaked to speak the same morning at 
10.30 on the Second Advent of our Lord. I did bo at 
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a large and blesaed meetitig, at which Hr. Qnibb vas 
the chief speaker. We liad much sweet fellowship ia 
private, for we had about a dozen friends ia Uic house 
I returned home after these two meetuigH by the 12.40 
train, praising God for His clear j^idanco and evident 
blvwiog. About £500 was given on the rosuU of God'a 
blesong on these addresses. On tlic Saturday we wne 
boating and Ringing on the take, and on Monday had 
a drive to Amblende. I praise Ood with a full heart 
for physical and nodal refroehment, and for rxjol spiritual 
bleming. The teaching was Scriptural and practical and 
glorifying to Ood.* 

This opened the way to Keswick, where Mr. Wilkio- 
aon waa a rogolor attendant at the Oonvcntiooa. 
Durin;; the first yoonft meeting, more or less inforina), 
was always arranged for him to speak about Isruul, and 
knon'n as Mr. Wilkinson's Meeting. When this meeting 
came under the aospict^is of tlic Kbswick Council they 
doubtloHS folt that other organisations would feel hurt 
if Mr. Wilkinson hod such a prominent place ; and the 
Jewish Missionary Meeting took on a different character, 
my father being granted a few minutes at a meeting 
where one or more "Societies" were reprosonted. The 
representation of Societies and their good work ia 
Bomewhat different, aft«r all, from the pnwentation of 
Gkid's plan and purpose in Israel ; though the blosscd 
doctimal truths about the Jews are clo9ely associated 
with practical work among them. Mr. Wilkinson 
seldom spoke of cither without the other; it was his 
happy and almost unique cliaroctcristic to blend foroefal 
axposition of Scripture with accounts of actual work. 

The holiday tliis year was spent at Kibcr Castle, 
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Matloek. Here Urn yciira previously Mr. Wilkinson had 
vrritten the Brat chapter of Taraet my Qlwy ; and here, 
in 1889, he finished it, writing the preface and the 
concluding chapter, and posting them to the printers 
on the 28th of August On the 29th he conducted the 
funeral of his eister-in-law, Mrs. Judsou, at High 
Wycombe. 

Israel my Qlcry was father's lif»>-work. It expounds 
his life theme : it dofiuee his special life mia^oo. Of sU 
he wrote, this ia at onoe the outstanding and the roost 
comprehensive mossaga Hero again wo have the 
doctrinal and tho practical interwoven. He was not a 
writer o£ books — hia lite was far too energetic and 
practical, Israel my Qlory is practically hia only literary 
effort that can be called a hook — ^the others were 
pamphlets, easays, tracts. Kor is it a large book — say 
300 pages only. Yet there are few books on Scriptural 
theuiL-s, and no one book on Jewish tht-nios, that have 
exerted so wide or deep an influence as Israd nvy 
Glory. It is, a» t-he late I>r. Brookes said, " A key to the 
Scriptnrea." 

Meantime, and all the time, the work west on at home 
and abroad. During 1889, Mesara. Adlcr. Bamctt. Baron, 
and HalbmillioQ were engaged in mission journeya in 
Ireland, the north of England, and in Morocco and 
Ruaaia. The work in Rusaia progr eased more than 
satisfactorily — almost phenomenally. More permanent 
work was set on foot in Morocco by the sending out of 
Mr. Paul Dressier, who worked with Dr. Churcher, of the 
North Africa Mission. And still in the silence of hia 
heart the Jewisli missionary was waiting — waiting — Im- 
the new Central Hall. 

The cause of Jewish Missions was greatly helped, and 
the hands of Mr. Wilkimson greatly strengthened in 
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Ood, hy the Jewish Miasionaty ConreDtion held at 

Uildmsy Conferenro Hall in September and October 

ailed together by Mr. James R Hatbieson, the 

^Ijelovcd mperioteadent at that time of the Mildmay 

Institutions. 

80 another year pasned away. As the dosing year of 
^tho lafli decade but one in the iuiiet«eott) ceotary broke, 
I apMka the diary : 

'Jan. 1, 1890, The thirty-third Anniversary of my 
vedding day. Thanks to our gracions Ood tor preserv- 
ing our livee, our health, our aSection for each other, and 
our interest in Hi» work among Hia beloved Israel. Our 
five children were with us during the evening.' 

Preserving chiidliko simplicity in his pcnonal walk 
with Ood, and intense enjoyment of the domestic and 
.aoeta] aide of life. John Wilkinson's heart and great 
abiHtieB wore directed to a definite and fruitful presenta- 
tion of Jesoa to as many Jews ao could be reached in 
every land. There waa no land known to contain Jews 
but which came up for di.<)Cussion from time to time. 
And aa the distribution of the New Teetament had 
solved th« problem in many places, he addresaed his 
attention to this, and projected his gaze forward as well 
as around. What when the 100,000 copies were 
exhausted t At the close of 1889 he had thuB written 
ID Service for the King: 

' This New Testament movement is evidently a great 
work of God in these latter days, and its influoDoe is 
cxtouding and doepcuing in various purta of the world, 
and L-specially in the RuHsian Empire. li is becoming a 
serious (inestion as to whether the Church of Christ 
aliould not prosecute the work to the extent of at loast 
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anotbflr 100,000 New Testaracots, Will the Lords 
wealthy stewards lay thiii matter to heart before the 
Lord Himself. Consider how short onr time may be ; 
bow near may be oar Lord's returo ; how glorious arc 
our present opportunities; bow weighty our responsi- 
bilities; how great our encouragements; how bright our 
prospects ; and how certain our reward.' 

So forward, trusting and toiling — neither failing: 
heart never tjoailing. 

In the spring of 1890 Dr. Dixon and Mi'. Baroo were 
sent on a missionary tour to the Eaat But dear 
Halbmitlion bad passed away in Morocco: the first 
death in the Mildniay Mission to the Jews. The sum in 
hand for the new Central Hall now omoonted to 
X644G out of the necessary £10.000. 

Mr. Wilkinson felt much Mr. MaUiicson's rceignatiOD 
of the sapeiinteudentship of Mildinay at this time ; 
though be found an equally staunch friend in his 
SQcecssor, Colonel J. F. Morton. The diaiy notes that 

'Mr. Mathieson'a firm, gentle, loving rule at Mildmay 
will Icmg be remembered witli devout gratitude to 
God. Oui- Jewish Miasiou had in him u warm, intclli- 
gBDl, loving, prayerful and practical friend, and I, a 
^thful friend and brother' 

A few days after, the journal says : 
'March 31, 1890. Afternoon, Samuel went to look at 
Use Sootch Church for sulc in the East end.' 

IHie Central Hall waa already coming into view. The 
nto proved favourable, being in a quiet but broad 
tboroaghfare, between the two arteries of the East end 
of LoodoD, tiie Commercial and Whitechapel Roada. 
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Tbo MttboritiM BAti £2000 <or Uie old Cburcli, which, 
M Mr. Wilkinson oft«o said. " hkd been preached empty 
of all 0X0^ the mintstor.'* It was dedinwl at that 
price, sod came into the market, but found no buyer. 
BO was offered to Ur. Wilkinson again at £1000. He 
bought it And on 80tb July we find this diary entry: 

•July 30, 1890. Met at 11 a.m. Mr. Kt«. the archi- 
tect) his son. Dr. Dixon, Mr. Adler, Mr. Clancy, aod my 
•on, at Philpot Street about a plan for oar new HalL' 

Lcftving this company to deliberate in the dosty old 
pcw« of a now dt-funct St Andrew's Seotcfa Church — 
flUll vivid in the writer's memory — let us go back to 
the Xvw Ti'stament programme. We have read Mr. 
Wilkinson's remark at the ekaa c^ 1869, aa to the pro- 
bable necessity of at least another 100,000. Since then 
the stock bad fallen to the last few thoasandfi, and the 
foods become exhaDst«d. Bat at the foot of the joamal 
notea for 28tb Jane 1890 we find this entry : 

'This morning aboat t«n o'clock a lady called to 
inquire as to the desirability of continuing the dis^bu- 
tion of the New Tvstam«nt among the Jews; declined 
to give nie her namv, and pledged me to secrecy should 
I ever get to know it^ May the Lord guide and dispose 
her to do what He wishes.* 

And on 4th July: 

'This morning I received a note from the Bank, 
Ncwington Green Branch, infcmning me that £5000 liad 
been sent in from the Bank of England for this Mission. 
This is un answer to prayer o&«red for inoro tliau 
twelve mouths. J fell on my kn«oB at cmcc and praised 
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the Lord, and then wont to tell my dear wife. This is 
to coutiiiue the New Testament distribution.* 

And the sequel, M told by Mr. Wilkinson in God 
Anavxrs Prayer: 

'A few days aft«r receiving the above £5000 I 
received u letter from the Scottish gentleman who luded 
so liberally in procuring and distribution our first 
100.000 New Trattaments, offering another £5000 on 
condition that I would employ more men, especially 
Christian Jews, and spend the money aa wisely and 
quickly a^ possible. A friend of mine, in correspondeoce 
with this gentlemoj], hod mentioned to him that I hod 
received £5000 from an unknown lady, and he wrofco 
to me as though be felt aggrieved, as if the work were 
pS8!iing out of his hands. He said : " I hear from Mr. 

M that you have received anonymously £5000 to 

continue New 1'estAmeiit work. I am interested in 
that work, and do not wish to give it op. If you will 
spend my money along with the other sum, and not put 
it by till the other is used, I will give another £5000.' 

'I did not answer the letter for several days; but 
spent much time in prayer, asking the Lord for grace 
and wisdom, as a good steward, to use these voluntary 
ofTerings in a manner pleasing to Him. I then wrote 
accepting the responsibility as well as the otTering, and 
a che<ine for £5000 came at once. Thus I had £10,000 
within a month. Ttie lady who gave £5000 I had seen, 
but did not know who slie was. The gentleman who 
gave the other £5000 I have never seen, nor have I 
ever Been a photograph of him.' 
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In Juno of tbis ye»r, 1890, Mr. Wilkinson had taken 
port in Uie Gloaoester Conference, csUed together bjr 
tho much-boloved vicar of St. Nicholas, Qloooeeter, the 
Rev. J. J. Luce. After the condtuJing praiae meeting 
he walked to the station with the ]at« Mr. Reginald 
Badcliffa These two men, of one heart for the work 
and will of Qod, disburdened IhemselvefiL 

"Why ia iC asked Mr. Wilkinson, "that Chri«ti»D«; 
find it so difficult to appreciate Uod's purpose in and 
love for the Jew ? " 

Mr. Badclilfe replied : " We need more prayer that 
Qod would remove the veil from the minds of Christians 
rospecUng Israel's interesta." 

And 80 the thought of an AJI Day of Prayer for 
bnwd was lodged in the Jewish missionaiy's mind 

The first All Day of Prayer for Imavl WM called hy 
Mr. Wilkinson, to bo bi-Id at Mildmay Conforsncc Uall 
on TuMday, SOtJi September 1690. Mr. Bcginald 
Riulclifio and ho travelled down t<^tber from Glasgow 
the day previous to bo present at it Mr. Wilkinson 
thought some might bo disposed to fast during the 
day, bat there was naturally perfect liberty as to this. 
Four meetings were held, the subjects respoctjvvly at 
eooh, of Mr. Wilkinson's own framing, being as foUowB : 

1. The culpable neglect of the Jew by the Church of 
Christ Confestuon and Thanksgiving. 

2. Prayer that God may awakcu in Clio Church of 
dirist an iut«i'ost in the Jew, warranted by His Word. 

8. Prayer for an outpouring of the Holy Sprit on 
thv Jews all over tJie world. 

4 Prayer for all missiona to the Jews: thai men and 
womuu i-n^iiged in this work way be filled with the 
Uoly Spirit; ami that modes of work may be such oa 
aro approved by the Word and Spirit of Ood. 
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In these gatheringB the late Mesem Eppst«in, Theodora 
Moyer, Reginald KudclitTc, and Thoniby Smith took 
part, beaidett Colonel Morton, Mr. MRthii.'«oii, Paetor 
William Fuller Gooch, Dr. Biilliugor, wui Mr, NnehinL 

Tliis prayer day has l)een observed amuially since. 
of lato years at the Central Hall of the Mildmay 
Mission to the Jews in Fhilpot Street. Only once 
during his lifetime was Mr. Wilkinson unavoidably 
absent thi-oiigh sicknc^. The meetinga and the fellow- 
Bhip were seasons of intense joy to him, and of untold 
blessing to many of the Lord's people and to the work 
of God amongst the Jews ; but there is still need for 
this annual institution to become a more generally 
recognized trysting-place for those whose hearts and 
flceh cry out after God in respect of the condition, 
apiritual and temporal, of His beloved Covenant people 
braeU 
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CHAPTER XXI 
Sunshine and Cloud 

(1891-1897) 

THC next ox yeon show a record of scarcely abated 
labours and of sU-ady growtli in the Mildiimy 
Idinion to tho Jewa, especially in its eflforta abroad. 
Hr. WilkinaOD felt impelled to make nonie furihaCJ 
attempt than the Hocietica in Palisrtine could well 
for the amcliorstioQ of the condition of the inanj 
Jews then paosing through Ja& into Palestine. He 
wroto: 

' We have been led to take op this work in the Name 
of the Lord, and wiiUi to do it for Hi« glory, and will 
trust Him to move His people to send us voluntarily 
all we need. Our trustworthy, experienced and devoted 
brother, Baron, will (D.V.) take charge of the work. 
He will bo uccompsnied by his wife, who speaks German 
and who desires to be useful to Jeweesee. Our beloved 
Mr. Bamett, who has been &Ir. Baron'ei coUeagae on 
many journeys, will accompany them. Our friends 
will make JaSa their headquarters, preach Christ to 
the immigrants, distribute New Testaments among them, 
relieve their temporal neocmities according to the tncuoa 
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ftt their disposal ; indeed, in ovory possible way they 
will help tlicm for Christ's sake.' 

WitnoBS for Christ was also set on foot at thin time 
ia Smyrna, Brealaa, Morocco, Brszi], and AuKtralia; and 
in Febmary 1891, Messrs. I, P. Thimaun and Samuel 
Wilkinson left for a three months' missionary itineration 
in Pomonmia, East and West Prussia, and Upper Sile-sia. 

In 1891 the Russell legacy fell to the Mildniay 
Mission to the Jews, 

'F^fTwiry 9tk, 1891. Received to-day a remarkable 
and mo^t interesting letter, announcing the death of 
dear Mr. Thomas Melville Russell, which took place on 
bh« 8rd instant at Bridge of Allan, and informing oa 
oE the large interest this Mission haa in his will. We 
praise our Ood.' 

The relativea, however, contested the will, which even- 
toally involved litigation. In the handling of this 
important matter, greatly assisted by Mr. Mathieson. 
lilr. Wilkin.<ton displayed once more his natural gener- 
osity of heart, restrained by his sense of reBponsibility 
aa a steward ; also hin mental grasp and sound wisdom. 
The amount that finally came to the Mission from the 
legacy was £20,000, though the estate was valued at 
£GO,O0O. 

The note in the diary for 6th December 1891 nins tliua : 

*D«e. Qth, 1891. Sixty-seven years of age to-day. 
Sorely goodness and mercy have followed me all the 
days of my life. The years succeed caeli other rapidly, 
and life here will soon run out. Oh IJtat Jestis may have 
it all! Oh to he more like Him, and to b« more and 
more osed by Him 1 ' 




pwf—innil and an<^hriiUnE«L Othos wooM perfora 
Uw bownitTJaa work oC rdief, boi '*twwM*t it fam 
tlwpMrhingoCChott; bat Unt eoone Mn<y a to be 
nnfuthfol to tbe stewuddup oC the myatems of Ood 
and to » great opportuoity. Otliefe, in tli«ir seal to 
prere Dt eboM; wotlld or«r-orgudse chancy till the 
pOTonal tooch of sjrmpathy is orguu2«d oat of it ; again, 
Otben would make tlicir dt^ce in kind only, oevcr in 
money, failing to sec tliat a mechanical adhcrcQce to 
■tuh s ^st«m may become a mockery to the poor. 
And BO on. 

The fact is, that there is no missionary Beld which so 
nceda the noGompaaifflcut of practical sympathy with 
material need as the Jewish missionary lield ; and yet 
thv facing of the task tnvolvi-s the faithful inissionary 
in endloHs labours. difTicultics, prublem.1, dileiiimas, riskg, 
and mintakes, which lay him peculiarly opvn to the 
ready critic. But tbo task ia there — and should not be 
atiirkod, but faced. John Wtlkioaon took up a decided 
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attitude in precept and practice as to the relief of llio 
Jewish poor and distressed, and has not left us in any 
doubt thereupon. 
In 1SS2 he wrote: 

'It is true wo asHociato with all temporal relief tho 
preaching of Christ as the Binner's only hope, and aUo 
the sinner's real Saviour. How can wo as Christians 
be loyal to Christ and do otiicrwise ? . . . Let the Lord 
Jesus have the credit of our sympathy. When Christians 
thcinficlvcs directly minister to the needy Jvw or Gentile, 
they arc bound to do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus. Theae sorrows of poor Israel are ginng 
Christians large and .'splendid opportunities which cod- 
stitute tho tueasure of our responsibility. . . . Some say, 
"If you preach Christ while feeding the hungry, you 
makv the Jew angry." Well, what of that, if true? 
Only a few are angry, and the many listen, read, think, 
and some accept Christ. What about the angry ones ? 
Well, even if they oppose or blaspheme, they don't lose 
their meal, but aro treated us kindly as the others. They 
are nvithor persecuted on the one hand, nor bribed 
on the other, to make a profession of faith in 
ChrisL 

' Surely corapawiion for perishing souls should be cvea 

atrtHiger than coniponsiori for perishing bodicis. Jesus 

said, "If ye believe not that I am He, ye shnll die in 

^P your sins." Can we Christians really believe that, and 

yet in the ministry of temporal relief refuse or negloct 

I to testify of Christ from a foor of making the Jen-a 
angry f Clirist fed the hungry' and healed the sick, bat 
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also preached the QoBpeL Can we be His loyal and 
true followers while refoaing to do the same t We make 
Uieae remarka in the preaeuce of a philanthropic and 
humanitarian Christiani^, which b beooming so common 
in onr day ; all very good in ita proper place, bat we 
may well dread a kind of ChriRtianity in which Chridt 
and His cross are left oat, a Christianity which Jews 
and Gentiles will oxtol.and to the propagation of which 
even infidels will subscribe.' 

The Sfuinbcr of Parliament for the borougli of Islington, 
in which Mildmay Itoad is situated, was in 1S92 Hr. 
Btl^Mnin L. Cohen, afterwards Sir Benjamin Cohen. 
The following letter from him to Mr. Wilkinaon shows 
that not all influential Jews were anmiodful of hia 
devotion to the welfare of their race : 

'80 Hti» Park aAii[>»>s W., 
Juiy Uk, 1803. 

' Dbad Mb. WlucmsON,— I received on Saturday your 
kind letter of 22nd, and your book larad my Glory. 
I thank you sincerely for botli. The perusal of your 
work will afford me much interest and instrnctioa during 
the vacation {if I get one). 

' I hope it do€s not depend on whether ** Home Rule " 
is pushed to the front if you see mc agtun. My deture 
is, after the r«cv«s, and when Purliumeot is not fritting, 
to spend as much time as I can, and as my consUtaenta 
will permit, in their society. 

' And let me add that among them there is not one 
whose friendship and support I moi-e value thaa your- 
seUj not only because of your valuable support in my 
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election, but alao beoaUAe of the kind interest yon have 
nlways taken in my community. — Youi's faithfully, 

' Benjamin L. Coren. 
'Kev. J. Wilkinson.' 



I 



The year 1892 waa a year of a large immigration of 
Jews into London from Ruiutia. MoAt arrived in deep 
dififcreaa. lAr. Herbert Le\'in8ky was appointed to meet 
and board all immigrant- bearing ships at Tilbury, while 
a shelter was opened oppo^ito the London Dock gatea to 
fe«d the hungry on arrival. Of this shelter Mr. Henry 
QiXKlman took charge. 

Meantime the new Central Hall waa building, but witli 
trying delaya It was only on the All Day of Prayer, 
SOth September 1892, that tlie writer received the key 
from tlie buiUlt^r, giving fonual powessiou, and t«le- 
gruphcd tlic fact to the praying souLi at Mildmay, whore, 
at Mr. WilkinAon's .suggestion, the whole audience rose 
and saug "Praise Uod. from Whom all blessngs 
flow." 

, At last tho opening day came, and the dedicatory 
services on the 2nd of November of the same year. It 
was a glad day for the Jewish miaaionary. Friends 
come up from many places to the three meetinga, at which 
Heaan. Mathic«on, Pit« (architect), Grubb, Warszawiak, 
and Gooch took port, besides the Rev. Dr. Bullinger and 
Colonel Morton. 

But the event of the day that moet deeerves mention 
was a slight incident in itself, but a great evidence of 
God's continued sraile upnn and zeal to the enterprise. 
It is best told in Mr. Wilkinson's own words from pp. 
67-59 in Ood An»wers Prayer: 

' A very interesting incident occurred on the day of 
the opening of tbo Hall, which WQ rnunt aot omit to 
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mCDtion, for it clearly shows tint band of God in 
gaidADco and provUion. 

'It is • ralo with this HissioD not to incur dobt, aod 
we mentioQcd our [c«r tbst the extras wc know the 
builder would have against tis migbt be some five or six 
hundred pounds more than we bad then In hand. We 
coald not, however, get bis acooont, and expreesed a fear 
leet the Hall shoold remain nnnaed until we knew what 
we bad to pay, and could pay it The third and lo«t 
meeting came. We hod just Gnishi>d prayer before 
going to the platfomi, wlien a gentleman called me to » 
comer of the room and eoid : 

■ " You can go on with the use of the Hall, for I will 
pay the balance." 

' I said " Thank yon ; but I do not know how much it 
wiU be." 

• The gentleman observed, "' Never mind." 

■ " Well." I said, " if yon do not mind, I need not" 

' The matter stood over for several weeks, and then 
came tlic builder's bill, amounting to over £1100. In 
the meantime I had received a legacy of £800, Ami witli 
the amount in hand I was able to pay the bill I 
thought it right, honourably, to inform the gentleman 
tliat I really needed nothing from him, for I hod enough 
iu hand to pay the debt. He thanked me for telling 
him ; we had prayer together, and I returned home. I 
had not been in my study half an hour before the 
gentleman followed me, stating : 

' '• When you left my house tJiis morning, the matter 
was pressed homo to my uiiud thus: Did yoa not mentally 




Sdnshike and Clood 



265 



I 



the Lord £600 on the evening of the opening of the 
1 ? Are you going to act like Ananias 7 " 
' The gontlcmau had brought with )um hia cheque for 
JC600. This was Knottier leason for us, tliat it was mndi 
■wiser, sftfor, and more blessed to trust God for the 
manAgccient and provision for His own work, than to 
trust the wisdom of any man, or any number of men. 

*TIie Hall, when a Christian church in a Christian 

' country, waa preached empty ; but when converted into 

& hall for preaching Christ to the Jews, and very mucli 

enlarged, thousands of Jewa were soon inside its walla. 

IIVw had 43,000 attendances the first year; 44,000 the 

second year; 49,000 the third year; 55,000 the fourth 

year; and 60.000 the fifth year. This has been the 

average number ever since. We have never had one 

reervice for mere amusement. The Gospol is simply 

[preached to men, women, and children, and many have 

brought to confess faith in Christ.' 

The work at the Central Hall commenced in a tempest 
opposition. The first meetings, in which the Rev. 
leorge Qnibb and Mr. Joseph Babinowitz took part, 
wore repeatedly broken up by a large band of Jewish 
socialists. The first three months of meetings at the 
Central Hall thus cost great nerve-strain to the workers, 
the writer included; but eventually, by patience and 
firmness, the victory was gained, and large and orderly 
'■ gatherings of Jews and Jewesses listened to Oie Gospel. 
All sorts of gatherings arc now held at the Hall, but we 
have not seen a violent oppooent for years. At different 
times its platform has been occupied by Mr. Hermann 
Warsxawiak, Mr. Joseph Kabinowitx, Mr. George Grubb. 
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R&bU IJehtenstein, Sir. David Baron, Mr. SchSoberger, 
Mr. George Sottaa, Mr. Riueell Hurdit«K, Mr. Charles 
InglJB, Mr. W. R. Lane, Mr. Wm. Thomson, Dr. Harry 
Guinness, Mr. James Mathieson, Rev. F. R Meyer, 
Sir Andrew Wingate, Sir William Stirling, Sir Robert 
Andersoa, Pastor Bieling, Mr. Louis Meyer, Mr. James 
Adler, Mr. Max Reich, Mr. Walter Campbell, Mr. B. C. 
Morgan, Mr. Albert Head, Mr Frank White. Pastor 
Fuller Goocb, Dr. Robert McKilHam, Siu^eon-Generat 
Partridge, Sni^eon-General Whitta, Pastor Gurland, Mr. 
John S. Holden, Mr. Frank Challis, Mr. a M'Oacken. 
and other well-known servants of God. 

The beginning of 1893 found Mr. Wilkinson confined 
to the house by a severe cold. He could neither be 
present at the meetings for praise and prayer on the 
2nd January at Iklildniay, nor the annual tea-meetings 
for Jews, Jewcaaes, and Jewish children, held for the 
first Ume at tbo Central HalL At these and other 
meetings we had to learn to take his place. 

On the 12th of January Mrs. Pennefather entered 
into rest. 

'Jan. 12, 1693. Beloved Mrs. Pennefather wasrelcased 
from suflvriug, and entered her «t«nia] rest about 3 a.m. 
to-day. "Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord." 
Bhe was a most extraordinary' woman for gifts, culture, 
and grace. Her inSuonco and hur lowt will long be felt 
It was my high privilege to have had her friendship for 
tweDty-6ve years.' 

Tliat he held strong views on political questions will 
be seen by the following note. But father never intruded 
politics into Qod's work, nor dealt with them publicly ; 
and it was only to his private journal that ho confided 
this opinion. 
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•FA. 4. 1S93. B««d aUdstoac'a accoad Home Bale 
Bill for Ireland u g^ivvn in the Uouso last night iu his 
eighty-fourth year, Ono of the doverest "confidence 
tricks" ever practised.' 

On IGth M&rch we find the note: 

' Marek 16. 1893. Our dear son and Ur. Day left this 
evening Cor Gormkny with the prayers of many friends.' 

The following note is also worthy of mention. It 
comes under 25th April : 

' A lady complained tb&t her gift of £50 nearly two 
yoare ago had nob been spent au she wished ; so X gave 
it her back, and she took it.' 

Later in the year six workers left for regions beyond, 
— Ci-. and Mrs. Rocha to visit the Jewish Ckilonies in 
South America; Messrs. Day and Malbert to South Africa; 
and Messrs, Dressier and Goldstein to the Levant. 

'Oct. 9, 1893. Attended the funeral service of dear 
Su: Arthnr Blackwood. ... Sir Arthur was one of the 
Dobteet Christian gentlemen I ever knew. He was a 
manly, loyal Protestant, and a devoted, intelligent 
Christian. His loss to Mildmay and to the whole 
Christian Church will long be felt^' 

Amid the constant succession of meetings, Mr. Wilkin- 
son found time for another visit to his mucli-loved native 
village of Teolby. Seventy years had now passed since 
first he saw lijfht io one of its humble cottages. On 
this occwion ha c*Uod the vil'agerH together to a git-at 
tea-raeeting. " People left their work earlier, and the 
kahopkcepcrs closed their shops earlier." After a hearty 
meal, Ihu misiuoaary told them the story of his con- 
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venioo, and the origin and growth of the Hildmfty 
HianoD to Uie Jovrii. Next day 130 village children 
were called togullicr for a Ktmilar experience. The adults 
Sled in aguin aft«r t«a, and the atory woa retold and 
continued, " foUowud by an eanwt appeal for surrender 
to Christ" 
In connexion with Uiis visit the diary tellfl us that — 

'I bad one nioro jump from the high Ktone in the 
park, from which I havo jumped occasionally during 
eixty years.' 

And yet the aged inisflionary'B yoDDgest aon, the 
writer (^ tliis volume, jumped from the stone hot onoe, 
and then at the cost of a Rpraincd ankle I 

'Dec 31, 1893. Another year has passed away, and 
I am being rapidly brought to the end of this life. 
Oh that my life may be filled up with wco'k acoeptaUe 
to the Lord, and that I may be found ready at a 
moment's notice to meet my blessed Lord in the air. 
Hay I my8clf and my work be covered by the cleansog 
blood ; and may I ever re«t in Hia work, which ib perfevt 
and finiHhed.' 

In response to an inWtation from Dr. NUee of Boeton, 
Mv. Wilkinson, accompanied by Mr. James Adler, sailed 
from Livei-pool by the S.S, MajfMie for the United 
Statea on the 4th of April iHQi. They sailed from New 
York again on the IStb June, reaching UverpocJ on the 
20th. The diary notes of this journey, ond all the work 
and conversations with which it was tilled, are full of 
graphic interest and humour. The following extract 
describes our father's impressions of oue side of Ameri- 
can life, that of spectacular odvertifiement, which many 
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in Eoglftnd do their beat to copy ; as well as teveala the 
cliaracter oE the work and worker. 

'Boston, April 25, 1894l Three weeks to-day since 
wo loft home: it seems three months. Though only 
thirteen days since we landed in New York, I have 
aln-ady given tiftoen addres>tus, and dear Adler is full 
of work amongst the Jcwa. 

' Wo had a lovely rain in the ntght, and again summer 
sumthine this morning. I had a walk in the public 
gardens among the flowers, after I had had a conversa- 
tion and prayer with Mi&s Organ as to work among 
Jeweseea in the settlement 

'. . . After awhile in comes Mr, W., another young 
man from the Methodiiit Univoraity Settlement, not 
aware that Mr. H. had called. Mr. W, had a very 
important project in hia mind for the good of the 
Jewish cause and for the glory of Qod. It was thta — 
" that the Rev. Dr. Wilkinson should make a trip 
through the Jewish quarter in company with roportera, 
who would sketch persons and report conversations to 
be given to a number of papers in the New England 
States, which would interest people in the Jews, and 
give an impetus to the work and bring subscriptions." 
These men honestly thought this would glorify God. 
We honestly thought otherwise, and pasitively refused 
to be n«cd A la Baronnf.' 

Back to the same round of happy work, often tired 
tn it, but never tired of it. Sometimes laid up by 
throat trouble. 

'Dec 10, 1894^ Here I have been for a week already, 
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ooughioj; heavily night and day. I had to give up 
Wcwt Norwood oo the 3rtl, &ad Highgsto <hi the 4tli, 
and fear I most ruUnquish Qlouooeter Conference alao 
this week. The Lord can do without me, even in the 
Jewish wuse. God bletw Adler, who supplies my plooe.' 

Early in 1895. Dr. and Mrs. Rocha were cmnmended 
to Qod for work in Morocco, and Messrs. D&vidson and 
Ooldrtein fen* work in Bulgaria and Boaroanio. 

But dear Jamea Adicr, who " suppliea my plaee," wis 
himself called homo in October of 1S95, after a brief 
iUneaa in the Cottage Ho(>ptta], Mildmay. He was an 
humble, afl scholarly, and as fluthful to Ihe Mission, to 
his fricmlit, and the peo[de among whom he laboured, 
•s to the God whom be served The fragranoe (ji his 
nMmoiy ifl still fresh and sweet, as it comra down from 
thoee early years oC the Mildmay Uisnon to the Jews 
to the preaent tima. 

Wo need not say that all tho work at the Central 
Ilalt wont on with unabated energy. Mra Colcy waa 
still in charge of the Jewesses' Sewiag-Class. which hod 
now swelled to 300 in attendance, whicli number was 
made the liinit. One day in 1606 — 

' Krs. Coley called to express her sorrow and indigna- 
tion that some parcels of valuable clothing hud been 
stolen from the Central Hall. Wo asked Mr. Clancy 
by telephone to call hero in the evening. Wo had 
definite prayer that God would trouble the ccHincienee 
of the thief or thieves, and compel thoin to restore 
them. The next day they were brought back, and 
pnyu* was turned to praise.* 

In 1895 the mogasine, TnuUng and ToiUnff on 
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laraeVa Behalf, was commenced. The first tidings of 
the Mission had been given aa a monthly article in 
Service for ihf Kiv^, then as a» occasional paper. Now 
tho tiiQC had come for a monthly magai^ine. The writer 
oE this volume was its editor from the first The first 
Article was from father's hand, and on Isaiah xliii. 21. 
As I have more than once i-eferreti to my«elt as the 
writer of this volume. I «m impelled here to call at- 
tention to the combination of affection, wimloni, and 
appreciation with which my beloved father traioed 
me to the work. 

I joined the Mi»»ion in 1882, leaving buaincen to do 
BO. It was my father's plan to throw inci-easing re- 
sponsibility ui>on uie AA thu years advanced, knowing 
that would bo the beat natural stimulus to development 
of latent ability. He seldom interfered in a mnttcr 
which he had once committed to mo ; he reposed perfect 
confidence in me. If occaHiooally he wisely criticised, 
he constantly cxprcssod appreciation. It touches mo 
deeply now to read these expressions of appreciation 
in his Journal, and to recall the generous words ho often 
spoke to me and of mo. To otliers his descriptions of 
" my son Samuel " were alwayn generous, and many are 
the places where I have found myself beloved for my 
father's saka But of all that which come into our 
eloRe relationship, his deep afi^ection was the strongeat 
feature. How his face lighted up as I came into his 
study ! Or, maybe, hearing Sam's knock, be would 
harry himself to the door. 

Readers will pardon these referoneee, but they are 
worthy of not«, as showing how a father may bring the 
best poafdble out of a son. With a strung character and 
SDond jadgenent such as his, one may well wonder why 
he should often defer to my view in many matters ; but 
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so it was: this naturally attached mo the more to him 
Bod to a loyal deeiro to carry oat hia wishes. Wherever 
we really disagreed. I willingly siibordioated my judge- 
ment to his, and carried out his plans as if they had been 
my own. Not to the day of his death did I take any 
action in Miasioo aSairs in which I did not feel that he, 
could he have given time and attention to it, would have 
acted in just the same way. So the relationship of father 
and son became blended in that of director and sub- 
director, and again in that of brotherhood in the Lord 
Jems and companionship in oounaeL 

The work of the Miwdon progreased l>oth at home and 
abroad : fresh work being undertaken in Persia, Arabia, 
and Bokhara; and Mr. Wilkinwn's own travelling and 
meetings absorbed all his timo and strength. We must 
continc ourselves to two domestic cvcnta in 1897: one, 
my ordination Ht Mildmay ; the otliur, the crisis in our 
home and dear father's life— our beloved mother's death. 

'^e6. 5, 1897. Ordination Service. A goodly com- 
pooyi and a iK>lemn and blessed service. Colonel 
Morton presided and gave tlie object of the meeting, 
and expressed his high esteem for the candidates, 
Mpectally for my son, whom ho had known for years. 
Ibe Rot. Dr. Oritton prayed, and I read 1 Tim. iv. and 
prayed, followed by Reva Oooch, Xachim, and Sturgea. 
The two candidates knelt, and Dr. BuUinger, Dr. Gritton, 
Fuller Qooch, Sturgcs, and Nachim, CoL Morton and 
J. W. laid bauds on them ; Dr. BuUinger commend- 
ing them to the Lord in a brief prayer, and then gave 
the charge — a most btautiful, appropriate. Scriptural, 
and practical address, based on 2 Tim. ii. 15, and which 
was profitable for all. The benediction concloded tliia 
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■ nicrmorubl« and l>«ppy service, wlncli took pince one day 

H short of forty-two years after my own ordioftUon io 

Isliogton. All toy Bona uikI daugliters were prcseat, 

and many other heloved friends cheered ua with their 

presence.' 
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' Thv/rsday, Aug. 26th., 1897. We reached liome (from 
Tt-alby) about 3.15. My beloved wife hiid been conveyed 
home the day before from Brentwood ou an umbulance. 
I found her very feeble. And her mind clouded. She 
lisd a very restless night, and grew worse the next 



' Auff. 27, 1897. I was in and out of her room during 
the day, but towards evening she changed for the worse, 
and the end itemed near. Our sons were sent for, and 
were with us all night, as well as our daughters and my 
wife's sister. UncouficiouBueea and Ioha of apeech set in 
at 5 or 6 o'clock, and continued till the end (on the 38Ui), 
when niy precious one peacefully fell asleep in Jesus 
about 10 miuutcs past 5 o'clock, just as the suu rose on 
^ the Saturday morning. I had a brief prayer at the bed- 
side^ recognising the ttand of our loving Father, Whose 
ways and works are perfect. During the afternoon Mr. 

• Hankin called and bad prayer with ua 
' 29th arid SOlh. Sorrowful days, during which my 
helovod one, as to her body, lay in her bedroom in the 
cold grasp of death-' 

h 

^F * Wc committed the body of my precious wife to the 

dnst in sure and cortaia hope of a glorious resurrection 
t8 
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to eternal life. How difficult to realise that she is here 
no longer. It seems to me that I moat find her in the 
next room, when I want to speak to her and consolt her. 
The nearest to this is that I can speak to the Lord Jeeiu, 
and she is near to Him and in His safe keeping.' 
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CHAPTER XXII 
Nearing the Homeland 

1838-1906 

' TAJf. 1. 1898. Forty-one years ago to-day, God 
C/ gav* to me SB my lovely bride and helpmeet one 
of tbe tooet precious wiven with which man was 
ever blest We grew into each other's views uid 
ayropathiee *s practically to lead one life. Sly lonelinesi 
withoat her c«nnot be described. But — He knows, and 
Hia way is perfect This has hevo one of tbe saddest 
days of my life' 

Yea. Ihey were sad days for John Wilkinson; but 
Abflorption of mind and activity in definite oocnpation may 
do much aa a palliative for the keenest sorrow. Of all 
occupationa, none is so blessedly soothing to a bereaved 
heart as the service of God and tlie ministry to one's 
fellows; and of all departments of servicu for Qod, few 
surely so calculated to draw one into the couns^ and 
plan of God as etTort on behalf of His own beloved though 
hanlcned people. And this waa Mr. Wilkioacm'a reiiof 
for hin aching heart Meetings at Wimbledon. Reigate, 
Norwood, Boumemouih. Brentwood, Weybiidge. Syden* 
ham, Sunderland, Newcastle, CardifT, Hastings, and 
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other places; conferences with and about Hermann 
Warszawiak; and direction of the afiaira of the 
Hisf^ion — much more devolving upon his shooldera in 
this respect because of my absence at this time in 
South America — called into exercise all his powers oC 
mind and body in the early months of 189S, while 
he lavinhed, if possible, more affectioa upon hia 
children. 

In the dear old village of Tealby he had now pur- 
cbased a cottage, and made it over to his two daughters 
—Alice and Florence — to provide them with a roof 
when he should be gone. Here he had a little stody, 
where he loved to spuid a few days of retirement A 
fortiiigbt was thus spent in May 1899. Towards the 
end of it I cycled from London to join him. While 
driving with him in a trap the same afternoon as I 
arrived, the horse, in descending a hill, crossed its fore- 
leg! Aod fell as if shot dead. Father, and Mr. Empsoa 
who was driving, both being in front, were thrown clean 
oat. Mr. EmpRon waa not hurt, and was quickly up; 
but father lay sUU — dotte to and partly upon the horse's 
hind-legs. Neither we nor he knew how much he was 
tujurod, but he would insist before moving, on repeat- 
ing " All things work together for good to them that 
lovo Uod." Somewhat impatient in our concern for 
him, we quickly carried him to the hedgesidc and laid 
him there, when the horse immediately began to kick 
and straggle. It was only just in time. After some 
reet, it proved that no bone was broken ; we Uf t«d him 
to his feci, and he limped the two miles home to Tealby, 
shaken much, but full — as we all were — of praise to God. 

For the village ah»o he purchased a tent to hold some 
hundred people or sa This, erected in the garden of 
his cottage, served for Bible readings and Gospel meet- 



k 



NeAftiKO TBS Homeland 



277 



ings daring liis nhort sUys at the vilUge. When the 
Teulby Fair was on, and various travelliug shows 
attended, it was hi» custom to preacK in the j*Brd of 
the King's Head Inn, gathering 100 or more people 
togctlier. 

During all these years Mr. Wilkiiwon had ne%-er 
neglected the reading of the Psalms in Hebrew — besides 
bis regular reading of the whole English Bible many 
times over. But now, as physical Rtrength alit-ady 
began to decline, his delight in the Hebrew Psallcr 
bewne more manifest. On the lost day of 1899 we find 
tUB entry in the journal : 

'Dec. 31, 1899. Since May last I hsvc repeated in 
bod from memory the first six Psalms in Hebrew, and 
read aaaally three on the average every day all tlic year 
round. This keeps up my use of the Hebrew tongue, as 
well as giving me a refreshing dnnk at the fountain of 
^ living waters.' 

^ The little wcll-wom Hebrew Psalter — preciou* keep- 
sake — in now in my possession. It was for many years 

^H the Jewiah missionary's constant companion. We have 
referred to it in speaking of his student days. On tjie 
flyleavM it bears the following : 

^^^ *J. WiLBlKSOK 

^^t 18S6 

^V presented by my fellow-«tudent Tliompsoo iu 1853. 

H Read 100 times in SO ycara— 1886-1906— in 

^^^^ Hebrew, and 14 in English. How many 

^^^^ times in first 33 y«ars I don't know.' 

^B In the first days of 1900, Mr. Wilkinson took part in 
^m the Student Volunteer 31i«3ioaary Coiifec«\u%, WA. "f^ 
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tlie ExAminatioQ Room BaildingB on the Thatsea Em- 
bankmeat Bat we more freqni^ntly find in the DUiy 
now the entry : 

' Home — reading, restiog. prayer.' 

It ia unneoeaaary to aay that he had willing handi to 
do all that others cotUd do for him in the carrjnng on of 
the work, eittier at home or through correHpondence 
abnad. and the taking bis place in pablic Still, hia 
fttoral energy and vigour would assert it«elf , as for in- 
when he alighted from a street-tram while in 
motion (March 19O0) in coming home from his oonstita- 
tional walk in Finsbuty Park. But on this oocasioo ha 
slipped and fell A policeman helped him to his feet, 
and asked wheUier he shoold take him to the bospitaL 
" No, thank yoa," said the bale old gentleman, and lim 
home. But the bniifWH and »tifihe«e that followed toi 
him that his days of springing from travelling 8tre«t- 
Cftra were over ! 

On the 3rd of May 1900. beloved Mr. O. Q. C 
MacOregor, well known aa a Keswick npeaker and the 
minister of Trinity Presbyterian Church, Netting Hill, 
WSA called home. A few days before be had been 
with Mr. WilkiiLion at a Confecenoe at SunderlaDd. 

•May 16. 1900. How Iitt3e I thought sixteen days 
ago, when at the Sunderland Omfereoce together, that 
be, so young and fresh and well, would be called homo 
before mo. We travelled together on the Monday, 
April 16, and had much oonvcrsatioo aod Christian 
fellowship. I asked liim if bo bod any definite ttiought 
as to the immediat« cxporicnco of s saved soul on leav- 
ing the body ; tor somo good people thought tho »onl as 
well aa the body slept till tJie Resurrection. A "desiro 
to depart and be with Christ," " Absent from the body, 
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present with tlie Lord," and " To-day thou shalt be with 
Mc in Paradise," 8eemed againat a sleep. Our belovvd 
£ricnd now knows by experience.' 

Bat in June of the same year ova dear father waa 
nearly over the borderland himself, being laid aside for 
many weeks with bronchitis, congestion of the left lung, 
and pleurisy. Much prayer was made for him in many 
places, and his life wm graciously spared. 

So, once more, be could raise his song of praise as a 
year closed. 

' Dec 31, 1900. The loat day in the year and century. 
Praise the Lord for innumerable, though undeserved, 
mercies, bestowed not only during tlie past year, but all 
my life long. 

' May my future days — many or few — be ^ent in the 
happy service of Him I love to call Lord and Master.' 

The following year (1901) completed father's fifty 
years of ser\'ice — including his College course— ou behalf 
of Israel. A special meeting was held at the Confcrcnco 
Hall, Mildmay, on the afternoon of the 31st May. In 
this mvetiug, pntsidod over by Mr. Jamc« E. MntIiic.son, 
addrcme« wore given by Mueurs. Fuller Gooch, Aaron 
Matthews, Frank White, James Neil, and Marcus Berg- 
maoD. Two illuminated addresses were handed to Mr. 
Wilkinson, and a cheque for £200. 

It was hoped^by me and othem — that dear father 
might have used this money to see the great field of 
Russian Jewry before he was called home ; but it appears 
he could think of nothing better to do with it than to 
give it away. In response to the gift, he aaid: 

' 1 take tliis as from the Lord, as though He hod ^t 
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Hishaadoutof a doad and said, "Take that, Uy child." 
Bot do yoa know, dear frieoda— aod thore are maoy of 
ihom here to-day — yaa who have ci»itribut«d towards 
tills, do you know that the lughestpleasareyou are giving 
mo in thia, is tb« pleasure of giviog it away, perliaps 
within a week, or nearly all r Aft«r I have just taken 
enoogh oot of it for ctirrent brvad and butter, th« rwt 
will go. But do you think that I tliink that a acHooa 
thing f No I I have no plt-osure in receiving money but 
for passing it on. My home is there', my inhmtance la 
(A*rff ; and I think I shall enter upon my fortune when 
others perhaps become bankrupt. Words fail me to 
thank those dear friends who have so kindly oontriboted 
Uiis, which I take as a gift from the Lord, and thank 
His servants; but I have just to say that I omitted to 
mention the beloved fellow^workors in this Mildmay 
Hismon, male and female. I dare not tru»t myself to 
mention names, becanso I sliould miss out some, and 
they might bo aggrieved. ... I owe much more Uuui I 
can tell in words, to Die loving oo-opurution of oor 
fellow-workers in this MissioQ. I do not know a 
Uission on tlie face of the earth in which more love to 
each other and more love of the work, and more of the 
prayerful spirit characterize every member of the st*C 
Praise Qod for that:' 

The year 1901 was nevertheless bedooded by the 
serious illuL'ss of Mr. Wi Ikiii-son's eldest daughter. The 
suffering was continued into 1902, when on 2nd April 
Mr. Wilkinson wrote : 

' My dear child still suffers. , . . None bat Qod oan 
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doftoything to cure ber; but alie biw everytliing that 
W0 can devise Cor her comfoi-t' 

And yet bin daoghter, whose life was then despnired 
of, was given bock to him, to minister to him on his own 
deathbed. 

In June 1902 itwas the writar's privilege to accompAny 
his father for a fortnight to Swit7.erland. He revelled 
in the moantain RCcncry, and in the revival of the re- 
collections of his visit to Ho«<penthftl with dear mother, 
axteen years before. 

The autamn and winter of the year were as fall of 
work as ev^. All his sons and daughtentand sons' wives 
gathered around his birthday table on 6th December. 

' It was indeed a happy day to all to have my dear 
Alice again with us.' 

And so the year closed. 

'Another year hu/i rolled away, with its joys and 
aonows — but full of mcrciea and tokens of our Father's 
love and care Oh that I hod bcM;n more humble, moca 
grateful, more obedient, and more useful in Uis blessed 
service. . . . 

' . . . I am now in my seventy-ninth year, and in fair 
health, and delighting in my work; what cause Cor 
thanksgiving and praiael 

'AvffMl 19£A, 1903. John, Samuel, and I went to 
Southport to attend the funeral of my dear and only 
brother William. He was »oveuty-five yean of age, a 
truly godly man, and ready for his home-calL' 

Sickneas again broke in. in September and October 
1903. Bronchial attacks now found him wcaWct <a 'rosi^ 
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tbem. Still he got oat of bed to drive to the Charch 
Houso, Wc«tDunAter, to read hin paper OQ " Uetbodg of 
work in Jewish Miasiona." 

' Flony -went with me in » cloec carriiige, and I read 
my paper, but with weak and trombling legA. 

'I>uring thia sickness. d««r Quarrier and dear Hra. 
Sptu^eon have passed home, and pooi' Slabel Samuel has 
loat her first-bora babe.' 

M>t-ttn»:s and correspondenM were continued during 
1903 and 1904, but with decneanngTigour and increased 
ausceptibility to throat trouble. His daughter Flamj 
was his atmoat constant companion. He generally, when 
taking meetings in the country, arranged for a free day 
or two for rest before or after, or both. Bat when 
speaking, ho spoko still with unabated enei^ and with 
the same clear rin^g votoe. 

' Dfcember Srd, I90<L Attended and took part in the 
funeral service of belove<l Mtm Annie MnC[^erson, held 
at the Home of Indoatry, Bethnal Qreen Road. Flony 
with rae — room full Dr. McKilliam gave the addroBS 
and presided. It was iudcod a representative gathering. 
She rests from her aboadant labours, and ber worka 
follow her. 

'Itecemicr 6th, 1904. By C3od'a preserring mercy I 
have reached my eightieth anniversary to-day. Surely 
goodness nnd ntercy have followed me all the dayn of 
these yeare. I praise Him for His forbearance and 
patience with mc. Florry went with me to Holloway 
in the fortrooon, to the photographer; Uien dined and 
bad tea at the CenVnX QtAlL^TQc^ved the ccHigratulaticaia 
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of the workers, and pmycd with them and ftddrcsaod 
the three hundred Jewesses of the Scwing-CIaas. Home 
about BBven o'clock. A happy day ' ' 

And then as another year closed : 

'I magnify the patience and forbearance of God with 
me another year, and praise Ilim for unnnrobered yet 
undcBcrved merci&s; and for sparing nie to pass my 
eightieth birthday and to possc^H fairly good health. I 
praine Him for His bloBsing on the MiaHion, and for the 
health and afTection of my predous sonu and danghtera. 
*■ More like my Lord," and " Nearer, my God, to Thee," 
V6 my heart's cry.' 

Another four weeks of bronchitis in February and 
March 1905, after a drawing-room meeting at hifi son 
John's house at Sutton ; but once more the strong con- 
stitution and the triumphant faith aaserted themselves. 
He still maintained his conalitutional walk when time 
permitted, and revelled in the flowers at Finsbury Park 
or Kew Gardens. As in March 1905 dear Colcmel 
Morton left Miidmay, we find the note: 

' It was a real nTench to many to lose so excellent a 
ChnBtiaa man. May God go with him and bleea hiu.' 

In April the now Home of the HissiOD for yonog 
Christian Jews was opunod. 

' April 14, 1905. Presided to-day at Durham House, 
at the dedication of the bouac by praise and prayer. 
Samuel gave an account of God's guidance to the house, 
and of its purpose. Rev. Ellis gave an interesting 
address, and Mr. Jackson, the superintendent, and hia 
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wife, were introduc-d The roouifi were full, and we 
had » blessed meotiog.' 

In May, anotbcr visit to beloved Tealby; and then 
meetinga the same month at Hereford, Leominster, 
and Eostboonio. 

At the Mildioay CoofcrvDCo Hfr. Wilkinson was 
enraptured, oa multitudefl were, with the addroesea of 
Dr. Piereon on " The Tenses of the Believer's Life — Part, 
Present, and Faturc." Those addrcnes have since been 
published in a book.' 

The following itimple incident in the midst of many 
pnUic engagements nod much important correspoadeuce 
is sorely full of int«rcei : 

'July 4, 1905. Corrwpondence, etc Went out for 
half an boor to the Green (Newington Oreen). Saw 
a Jew sitting, and felt led to sit beade him. He 
spoke firHt, and said "A fine morning." We talked 
about Russia and her chastisement, and the Lord's 
chastisement of Israel. He had in bis hand a very 
old Hebrew and Yiddish bcx>k; ai>d when he found 
that I could read Hebrew and quote it from memory, 
and that I loved iHrael, 1 had his coufidenco at once. 
I reminded him that Jews and Qentiles were sinners 
and nocdcd forgiveneae; that wo coidd not stay here 
always, bat must go and meet God; and quoted in 
Hebrew, " It is the blood that makes an atonement 
for tho aoul," and "All we like sheep have gone 
astray." etc I gave him the address of my son at 
the Central HatI, Fhilpot Street, and he said h« would 
* Uot;^ &. VxsAt. Ltd., LoDdon. 
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go. May God bless this internew to the salvation of 
his soal. His name in Simon, and he haa been thirty-live 
years under Di-. Adier as Stiochet, and ia now pensioned 
off. He is fi Russian Jew.' 



We pass over the interrcQiog months of 1905. 
the close we have the note : 



At 



'Pectmber 31, 1905. We have now reached the last 
day of another year of life and service down here. How 
rapidly life is passing away! Oh to be ever at oar 
Lord's service, and doing only that whicli is pleasing 
to Him ! Forty-nine yeare ago I luft Mildmay Park 
for Sheffield, to be unit«d in uiarriugc to my beloved 
one, who was my tme bolpmeot (mJ3 "iiv) for forty yv^nt 
and eight months. 

' Whilst at family worship this morning, and praying 
lor a safe journey home from Rassia for my son, the 
servant left the room to open the door for )iim. Me liad 
his breakfast and dinner, and then went homo. . . . Reed 
Lo<day the thtrt«oo chapUtn of Nchumiaii, my Hebrew 
Psalms, and the chapters at worship. Oh that my 
memory wei-e strengthened to retain what I read, and 
that the Lord would give me grace to practise what 
I know, to His praise and glory I ' 

And now wo come to the last year of service oo earth 
— I need not say it was a full one. It opened, however, 
with a bronchial attack in Janaory, when our father 
at such seasons often spoke to us of but approaching 
end. The diur}-, too. speaking of dear mother in glory, 
'Through the mercy of God we shall soon see 
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Mch oUier again." We select a few entries from the 
joaraal of the year: 

'March 1, 1006. West Norwood Conference. Flony 
accompanied me in a close cab all the way. I spoke 
on "Chriat as King of the Jews and King of Kings," 
and then came back to bed. Remained in bodroom UU 
March GUt.' 

'ifarc/i 10, 1906. Thu tmstoee of the It Bl have 
ognod a document, allowing an annuity of £25 eacli 
to my two daugbters on my home call. Praiae God 
for this proxdsicm.' 

'April 9, 1906. Correspondence, etc. An hour in 
Finsbory Park. DafTodils. hyacinths, primroses, tulips 
— lovely. Praiiw) God (or lovely flowers ! ' 

•jtfrty ♦-18. 1906. Florry. Misa Baker. Vicar^-, and 
Kate accompanied me to my native village. Butteni 
met US at Basen, and we called and had prayer with 
Mim Barton. The village and country generally were 
clothed in spring green. The beauty and fragrance of 
flowen, the siDging of the birdK, the bracing air, gave 
intense pleasure, and called forth praise to Ood.' 

'/une 16, 1906. Foundation-stones laid by Sir. 
Mathieson and myself for the two new Homes at 
Brentwood — Convalescent Home and Children's Home. 
Samuel in the chair. A goodly number of workers and 
friends present. God gave us a favourable afternoon 
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and a happy meeting. His hand recognized iu pro* 
visioQ and guiduucc. Homo iu safety.' 

'July 7,1906. Norwood. Florry uud I diued with 
oar dear friend Mrs, Qoary, then attended the laying 
of the foundation-titoQe of good Fuller Gooch's now 
churcb. Lord Riunaird laid the stone. Mr. Denny 
presided, and Mr. Mathieaon offered the opening prayer. 
Ur. Qooch iuad« a clear statement, and Mr. Douglas, 
Mr. Crouch, Captain Tottenham, Mr. Seagram, and I 
Mud a few words. God hloss our brother.' 

•July 19, 1906. . . . Began the B. V. of the Bible. 
August Ist at Tealby, and finished it to-day. 1189 
chapters in all, besides my daily readings in Hebrew 
and Kngiish, auotlmr more than 1189 in the year. 
May the Holy Spirit enable mc to live upon and by 
this Holy Book.' 



•Octotcr 20, 1906. A red-lettor day. My two 
daughters, my three sons, and their wivea aod children, 
twenty-one of us together, met in Holloway at the photo- 
graphers at 2.50, and left at 3.45 for my house to tako 
tea. Tlie table was lojd at SI, and with Auntie Alice 
and Luey King, and Norman, ber son, we nambcr«d 
twenty-four. Aft«r tea we hod Psolm cxlv. read, and 
eaog "Glory to Thee, my God, this otght," and bad 
jnvyer. The Lord gave us a tine day, and no one was 
missing from sickness or other cause. Wo pruso God 
for this most happy event. All seemed very happy." 
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Thu WM tb« last portrait taken of 3fr. Wilkinson, 
sod will be fonad nprodnced oa the t^pposte page<. 

On 6tli December we get the birthday reBecttoo tor 
the last time. 

'DeetmberG, 190C. Qghty-two yuare of a^^ to-day. 
Praise Ood for all the goodoMa and mercy which have 
followed me all the days of thaw years. With all my 
opportanities and expcricuoe and. work in the Lord's 
service, I am kUU bat a poor sinner saved by the grace 
o( Ood, and trusting alone in the atoning aimI cleaoaiag j 
blood of my Lead.' 



■/fecemier 11, 1906. Fiorry and I, with Mr. Scudder 
and Samuel and John, were in tlie Iaw Coorts, 
Clianccry Lane, to-day, 11.15 to 4; Mr, Pridham, ovnr 
sc^citor, and Sir. Lawrence and Ur. Stamp, our Coonael, 
OB to whether in the sale of Cnnnwell Lodge we were 
aabjed. to the control of the Charity Commissioners. 
Counnel against as — Beaumont and Wheeler. Judge 
Kekewich gave judgement in onr favour from 3.30 to 
3.55. I then left for home, praising Qod for victor^' and 
answered proytf ,' 



' Deoemher 25, 1906. This is my 83rd Christmas Day. 
Lucy and Norman King and Mij« Mcodo and Auntie 
Alice with ns. Dear Henry in St Thomas's Hospital ; 
but, praise Ood, he is doing welL We had a qui 
happy day.' 
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'i>ft5CTn5er 31, 1906. Tho laat dsy of another year. 
Sur«ly goodncBs and mercy bare followed me all my 
days. I am nothing in myself but a poor lost (tinner. 
God loves ainnere. Christ died for sinnenj. I truat the 
atoning value and cleansing efficacy of tho precious 
blood of Christ. I am a great tsinner, but the Lord 
Jeaus is a real and great Saviour. Pruae God for all 
His goodness to inv and mine.' 

That is the last entry. 




CHAPTER XXIII 
Closing Scenes 

(1907) 

TES, that wsR the last entry in ibo faithful journAl 
that hof) been oor principal mipply of the dki 
for the story of a full and oon.'iecrat«d life. Its^ 
soliloquy fitly terminates the record, llie end of all 
human lives most come — and then the review. No 
matter how regular, how prolonged the diary, sooner or 
later with more or let» abruptaesB, the laet entry will 
bo mad& Then the Rummation. Happy we as children, 
happy yoa dear readers as friends, to be able to »ur\'ey 
the life of John Wilkinson with nnroixvd gratitude to 
Qod, and to be able to thank our Qod upon ev«iy re- 
membrance of him. 

On the 8t1i of JanQary 1907, Mr. Wilkinson, as waa 
his wont, when well enough, attended the Annnal Tea 
for Jew.4 at the Central Hall. But on this occasion, i 
he eoiered, several noticed a change in him. There was^ 
less of elaoticity in the step, and of power in the voice. 
Instinctively tliere was a hu»h as he approached the 
platform. For the first time I did not relinquish thoj 
conduct of the meeting to him on his arrival. He felt 
however, strong enough to say a few words, which were 
listened to in re^Kusive silence. He luul nothing pre. 
pared — what he said sprang from liis heart, and was 
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based on the hymn wo htu) been ringing : " Come to the 
Saviour, mako no delay." He dnn'e this appeal home, 
referring to the need of coming at once, and the future 
joy or eternal loss that hung upon the decision. It 
would indeed be a joyful meeting, he said, when our 
hearts were pure and free, and we should gather with 
the Saviour in our eternal home : and in cloaing he said 
that he himself hoped to bcc the Saviour's face soon. 
Before the meeting closed, I was led to aak for definite 
decimons. Many hands wore raised, and many dealt with 
afterwards. The eolciim attention and hearty singing 
of the people were unparalleled in all previous cxperi- 
eiicea of these anniuil gatherings. This was felt by a lady 
present — not one of the regular staff of workers — who 
afterwards Bpontaneously wrote me the following letter : 

'My Dear Mr. Wilkikson, — We were so sorry to 
have to run away last evening witliout uniting in praue 
and prayer; but could you have heard all that wc said 
to one another oa our homeward joamey, you would 
have realized how truly our heari$ praised Gk)d for what 
our eyes bad seen and oar cars had heard of God's 
goodness to the beloved Mission, 
-'As one who has now oceoaionally been present for 
nearly ten years, I was very greatly struck with the 
marked change in tone, behaviour, and converaation. 
My interest was intense as I watched how God helped 
and enabled you to deal with such a large Jewish 
audience, and I felt indeed the power of God was 
present in blessing. To your dear and honoured father 
it must indeed have been a deep joy to tft the fruit of 
his long, loving toil for and with laroel, and, as I looked 
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on him, agaia and again came the words, "Israel my 
Olory." and the retrain, 90 familiar now, " When by Bis 
^raco t shall look on Hi» faoe, that will be glory for me." 

' I count it a very great privilege to have beon present 
last evening, and from my heart praise God for all that 
mich a Mission baa, by Qod's grace, been enabled to 
aocompUsh. 

' With kind rogaida, yoora very sincerely, C. S. B«.' 

The next day my father got ap aa nsoal; we tried 
to make him keep his bed, hat in vain. For several 
days ho had barely strmgth enongh to dress himself. 
Finally, too weak to stand, we laid him on his bed — 
— the same bed and the same room in which mother 
had pasitcd away t«n years before — never to rise from it 
again. At this time I was in Scotland, addrewing 
meetings, anticipating however an argent call soath. 
Gat I retomed only after my work was done, and shall 
never forget the delight expressed in his face as I came 
to his bedside. On February 4th I wrote in Trusting 
and ToUing as follows: 



■ BbistwoOD, f ih-uary 4, 1907, 1 p.m. 
• Friends will understand if for once I drop the usual 
form of Cui^rent NoUs and write more as I teeL 
Our dear father is visibly sinkiag. Wlieu I last pat 
pen to paper to write CuT-rent A'otcs, ho way still enjoy- 
ing that remarkable vigour which has characterized his 
old ago. On January- 8, he attended the Annual Tea 
for Jews and Jewesses at the Central Hall, and — as 
narrated elsewhere in this number — gave a short and 
uiTcvliouato invitation to tho«e preeent " to come to the 
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Saviour." We obaerved Iiis weaknetVL lie went home 
to Mildniay in a cab. The next (ia.y lay brother John 
and I with di£BcuUy pcrsaaded him to take to bed. 
After that ho tried to rise and dress; but weftkness 
drove him bock to bed. Our duur sisteis hiul an anxious 
time, fearing he would fall and hurt Iiimsolf. He ww 
attended by Dr. T. MxUer Neatby, and a night nurse 
wan called in. During the tost few days be haa sensibly 
declined. He cannot move himself.' Hia grand face 
and head Ue in aweet repofle, like a claaaic statue, upon 
the pillow. He haa no pain. He calmly reata, aroosing 
at times to recognize and greet us, to smile and sleep 
again. Lost Sunday week, January 27, propped by 
pillows, he joined in ainging his favourite evening bymD : 

' "Q)ary to Tb«e, mj God, IbU tught 
Pot oil tiie bl«aungR of tli« light 
Keep mc, oh koep mo. King of Ktngf, 
BciiMth Thin* own Almigbtjr wingi." 

This last Sunday. February 8, it was sung to him, but 
ho could no longer join in. Our sisters are his minister- 
iog angela.' 

■ FAruary 6, 1B07, 10 pj». 
"The whole family met in the old home to-day. Our 
(other at times looked a littJe better, aa a flush mounted 
to his face, and be smiled at a word or two of humour 
At 5.30 p.m. Sir Thomas Bariow, physician to the King, 
arrived in his motor. He tjwollcd with father to 
Fuleetinu as a young man, many years ago, before his 
dignities wore heaped upon him. He rallied father's 
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laemory npoD old timea, but thu memory wa« too weak 
to foUow. He noet iu aftarwuds mosi kindly, but 
could tell (U) little more than we already knew. He 
would take no fee from the children of hia old friend. 

' Twenty yeare ago to-day, Febrnaiy 5, 1887, the whole 
family met i» tKe old home when wife and I were made 
oue by mntoal troth; ten ycara ago to^y, Pebtnary 
5, 1897, tlto whole family were ooco a^aio united in tlie 
old home, when I was set apart for God's service by 
ordination; now to^y wc have- met again — two Bisters 
and three brothers — to face the fact that onr father 
is going to his loBg home, of which our happy home 
days on earth are bat a foreshadowing.' 

My brother John wrote at the same time the follow- 
ing word :— 

' Having jost returned from one of several viaita to 
my dear father on his sick-bed, and baving heard from 
the lips of an eminent physician that the long and 
happy life is drawing to itfl close, I look hack upon tho 
many ycara of warm aifection, of instruction, of precept 
uiid example, of help and guidance, and of interoat in 
our spiritual and temporal welfare witich my dear father 
has ever extended to us his children. And these refleo- 
tions bring with tlicin u profound thankfulness to oar 
loving Qod for having given us such a faUier. and for 
having spared him in health and strength to ra great;j 
an age. 

' A:i one who has not been directly ccmnected with my 
dear father's life work in the iutereei of Ood's ancient 
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people, hot who has from iufaiicy been to constant and 
close contact with his firm faith ia Qod, his onthuRiosm 
ID the Jewish causu, his knowledge luid constant study 
of the Word of God, from the Bible lessons ^ven to m 
aa children to the mure advanced expositions of Scrip- 
ture. I liave HCCQ, as n ^risat object lesson, tliv growth 
of the work with which God has entrusted him ; have 
seen, bb the result of bis constant prayers and faith, the 
answers God has graciously sent ; answers so direct, ^ 
opportune and so bountiful aa to exclude all shadow of 
doubt aa to their being a mgn of His approval and 
blcasing. 

'Aitd now, although life's partings, whenever they 
may come, are sad, we can look up and rejoice in the 
honour Qod has brou^rht to Hsa Nome throujjh my dear 
father's work in His caoM, ud in the prospect of one 
day meeting together a family unbroken at His right 
liaiid. John Wilkinson, Jua 

'CorrmioSK, Bvttoh, Si;brkt, FAniary G, lOOT.' 



And our eldest brother wrote : 

' While our hearts are riven in watching by tlic bed- 
side of our beloved father to ace the powers of mind 
and body grow weaker and weaker, we his ehildren 
have still the satisfaction of witnessing the smile lighting 
up his face when he seea us, and the privilege of seeing 
the dear face we love so much bearing the cxpreeaion 
of contentment and freedom from pain. It woa laid 
apcm our hearts to-day tliat many dear friends In that 
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pnimfm to cfttdi » gUmpoe 
of tite ODA to wbooi. for hit 
m wdl M far hk dctf «df. thtj *n. Hk« 
» t«ad(xl7 •tteebcd Tbs Lari, we feel, is 
wa^t kud d^. te ndc riy soppo rti og His 
tin »*^™g of bodily powers, 
te Us h— rt; for do we not see 
hm r^r*"*. and in Um celmneaa aod sweet 
iirfUiexpiwiDB? IkseeBsloiisaanieftiiBes 
Uiat be does Dot erea know of the approaching duuige. 
Ai other tioies hie worde show bow near he feds he is 
to wemg the bilo«*d llHte's Cue io fnboss oC jof. 
Ah I who can pictore that jo j oM meetii^. Well dooe, 
good and Eatthfal serraatt enter thoa into the joy 
thy Lord! 

'A little aii^nig-faiid, s great pet of my father's aad 
kept in his room, bant into lovely song one 
and my voter remarked : 

' " What a beaaUful song yoor bird lias, father.' 
' He replied with au apprceiative nnilc, probably ihink' 
ing of (he b^fpy song within his own heart, " I have 
aonl satisfied with the perfect work of Chriai." 

' Hy netcr then said. " Tee, and that ia what your face 
shows all the time, dear father." 

' On one occasion he called Florry to him and SMd to 
her. " A %-ery happy Eternity to yoa ! " 

'She ropliod, " Aud it ia a very bright one for 
isn't it, fattier?" 
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' His reply waa noi in words ; bat in a smile so fall of 
hsppinesa and glorious satisfactioa as might have meant, 
" Yes, how could yoa ask it ? " 

' He then said over the names of father, mother, and 
eSildren. and was understood to eay "all be there," to 
which my usler replied : 

' " Tee, dear father, we intend all to be there^" 

' What followed was very much treasured by my sietor 
Florry, who for years has been his coiupnuion, travelling 
with him to his engagements and looking after his 
pcreonal comforts aod safety. Ho took her hand in his 
and said to her : 

'"Tou and I have been much together below, and 
we'll be above t<^ether," 

' Another beautiful saying was when my sister Alice 
held some flowers for him to admire, saying to 
him: 

' " Aren't they pretty (towers, father ? " 

' Ho replied, " Yes, very pretty ; bat I like my living 
flowers best : yoa are my flowers." 

' His Bpe«!ch is gradually failing, and he cannot always 
pat into words the thoughts passing through his mind, 
Dor can we always follow now what be says, the sea- 
tences being so short and disconnected. What we hear 
shows us that hi» thoughts aro frequently upon travel- 
ling, or going out and meeting many well known and 
dear friends. We find that he fully understands as 
when we talk to him on homely matters, or on simple 
incidents in our daily lifo ', and, may we sny it, he is still 
able to appreciate our kisses and rotum them, and the 
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words, " God bless yoo, my darling hoy," oome fiunUy, 
bat clearly. 

' Last Sunday, my Uttle boy, Arthur, asked me what 
did " Hin Church as His reward " mean ? This is the 
last liiM ia a hymn composed by my father, which we 
had mutg at oar evening wonhip. This question of my 
txry's and my explanatiou was related to my father, and 
it appeared to interest him vciy much. His iaee aaaumed 
the oxpresuoa so well known to us when lie desires to 
Hpcak his own convictions or views on a subject of intense 
iatorost bo him. Bat the words foil broken, and the dear 
voice failed. Speaking of this hymn, what a Sood of 
thoughts arise within ns at the words : 

•« B; day and ni^t w« cry to TIim 
A» Tby laaiunbranecn, 
Ok, Mt the Miu of Zwa ftw, 
And dry up sU Uwr Usn 1 ' 

' The one whose heart's desire and prayer to God for 
Israel has been, like Paul's, that thoy might be sared, 
and whose deep nSoction for that people has been such 
that it might be said he shed his own tears that their 
tears might be dried, is now laid low; and his voice, 
lifted for a lifetime in Israel's cause, cannot, we fear, 
plead on earth again with her or for her. Bnt in the 
hearts of Uis people will not Qod, in His unshakable 
purposes, caiiiM! this alTectioo and this burning desire for 
His people to endure i Truly might it be mid to us who 
remain, us by Latimer ot old to Ridley : " Be of good 
cheer, Hiu»t«r Ridley, and piny tho man; tor we shall 
this day, l^ Qod's grace, light such a candle in £jigtand 
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OB shall never be put out." Our prayers uoito iu the 
words of our dear father's hymn : 

'"Ob, gather soon tho 'remnADt' in 
To rcalin forgivm tin. 

Through Jc«a'« procioai blood ; 
Arovwe Thy Church to work ftiiH \'nj. 
To »how Thy »«itt«n;H ono* the woy, 

Bftck home through Ohriit to Ood." 

' Uexbt Daniel Wilkinson. 

'196 Barcohqb AvBims, Stskatham Uill, S.W. 
J-tlirunry 5, 19f)7.' 

The (loBcription of Uie last week of life is again givea 
by our uldvei brother, Henry : 

' Our beloved father lingered until Tuesday, Pebraary 
12th, exactly seven days after we penned tho sliort 
secounts of his dediuiog days, wliich appourcti in the 
last issue of this paper. Very seldom during these 
last days did Iiis lips move an if speaking to uh; but on 

000 occasion when I a«kcd him, " D«ar father, arc you 
comfcwtablc »n<l happy f " ho reph'cd, in tho hearing of 
us all, " Unspeakably happy." Once he spoke to mo at 
«oine length with earnest face, wliile I strained to catch 
the wordfl ; but to my grief I was unable to understand 
a single word. It was hard not to be able to give tho 
answer that ho atuiueationably was looking for. " But a 
little Uter he spoke agiun, aud my si^tcn toUl me they 
had distinguished Hie worcbi, " My cliildrcn, their wives, 
my grandchildren love roc," and undvr«lood him to deeirv 
his love to all ; so this may have Imx'-ii the iiiet«<age which 

1 mitned Sacred it was to all of us tu fuel our beloved 
father's bleasiog and undying affection dinging to us. 
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'We heard do more words after that, bat had the 
satisfaction at times of seeing by his expression that 
he underatood what we said to him, aitd a[^rcctatod oar 
sin^Dg. All tboAe hymns which he most lored we sang 
around his bed trom day to day, excepting only, ** Why 
that look of mdnesaf" a great faTOnrite of his, bat 
wbidi we oould not bring ooniclvee to nng. We sang 
also that old hymn, " My Qod. ] am Thine." wliich fir«t 
came to ua from the Cottfereocea held in Mr. Penne- 
father's day; "The sonda of time are sinking," also 
reminiscent of that time; "Jesa, Lover of my sool," 
" For ever with the Lord," " Not all tixe blood of beasts, 
oo Jewish altars slain," " Rock of Ages, cleft for me," 
" Jerusalem the golden," and " Blessed be the L(»d God 
of IsroeL" We also sang in Hebrew the verse from 
Iswah ix. 6, ** Unto as a Child is bom : unto ua a Sod 
is given." 

* On Sunday, the IWh. my brother Samuel conducted 
family worship by the bedside, reading the 23rd Psalm. 
In the early hours of tbe following moming breathing 
became more laboured, and we feared the end wan ne*r ; 
bat a remarkable rally took place shortly afterwards, 
and dear father's face lighted up with intelligent recog- 
nition of all of us, his glance following any movement 
on oar pari. It was during this solemn time tliat we 
•ang his favourite hymns, watching meanwhile his 
appreciative exprvsaioa All eominunicatJon possible 
by earthly wtmls had gone, but still thoi'u was the 
responsive glance in liis eyes. It was at this hour that 
we sang, as well as our amotioD permitted us, the 
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beautiful old hTmn oE our childhood, and dear to th« 
he&rts of both mother sod father. 

'"Oh for the mbea of whiteuM^ 
Oh for Ihe Itftriws cje«, 
Oh for the glarioua brightiiMa 
Of the nnclooded Mta. 



Oh for the hour of seeing 

My Saviour fncc in face, 
The hojie of ever being 

In Ihot Bweet resting pUoel" 

' In the early hours of tliti following morning, Tuesday. 
February 12, breathiny became more restricted ond diffi- 
cult, and at ten minutes to four our beloved father peace- 
fully drew his last breath, and entered into that rest and 
joy which remains to the people of God. We fell on our 
knees, nud Samuel led us in prayer. 

< " I shall sleep ^uuntl in Jeeiu ; 

PiUed with Hia likeuesa tIm 
To Uv« and to aiiore Him, 

To aee Him with these ejet. 
Sly kiiigty King In Ziou 

My preaeuce duth euimuand. 
Where glory, glory dwelleUi 

lu Iimnanuel'i Land."* 
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tY ilie kind consent of the TriLst<^^ aiir) Hii]>er- 
int^jideat of Mildmay to oQr re()uest, a incmurial 
Rcrvice waa held at tlie ConfercDOo Hall oa 
Saturday the 16th of February-. 1907. Notbine could 
have iie«Q more fitting. The day w«8 fair Ono Iwt 
look nt the dear featarcs before they were imprisoned 
in the coffin, to cmerj;u again only in their new and 
iocorniptihlo form — then the proceedings took their 
nrrangud course. The small dwcUing be bad inhabited 
for forty j-ears knew him do more. The cortege slowly 
advanci^d up Mildmay ^oad, crotsscd Mildmay Park, and 
cutvrud tb« grounds of the Conference Hall ; the coffin 
was curried into the HoU and placed in front of the 
platform covered with its wrestha, and we tdlowed, to 
find a Inrgo audience standing. 

Tliu service having boon opened Iqr the singing of a 
hymn, the reading of Seripturo (Rev. xxiiX and the 
offering up of prayer, 

Mr. James E. MATHlEfiOX rose and said : 

" Dear Christian Friendn, I foel encoormged. Uiougli 
with some sinkings of heart, to say a few words here 
on this very impressive occaiiion. I coold not very 
well refuse to come and apeak a word in remembrance 
of the twenty-five years of unclouded frieitdahip which 

Ml 
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I have ciyoycci with our belovwl, and now removed, 
bieiid, dear Jolin WilkmBon. 

" It is a v«ry soIetiiD tbin^; to stand in the presence 
of deutli. DuaUi 18 the great Ducmy of our rucc — oue 
of the great enemies of our human mco— and while 
some people, and sonic hymns, would lead us to believe 
that death is often a blessing in disguisu, wo cannot 
agree to that. And it is a solemn thing that the voiy 
last vnotny of our raco which God is to destroy is 
death. There is a natural shrinking of the human 
heart from death, and from the loss of lieloved friends 
whose intimacy wo have enjoyed for long, long years. 
I luid the privilege of corning to reside in this placu 
in the year 1880, and then I made the acquaintance, 
which ripened into friendship, of our dear friend, and 
I was glad to ait at his feet, and to learn many of 
the teachings of Holy Scripture with which I had 
be<m almost altogether unfamiliar, or very slightly 
familiar. He was really a great teacher, won John 
Wilkinson. He seemed to have a remarkable spiritual 
insight, and b« brought forth out of the treiumriea, 
new and old. the substantial teaching concerning the 
Betum of our I/ird and Master, Jesu^ Christ, and 
another lino of teaching which is inextricably bound 
up with this — God's great purpoees concerning His 
people Israel 

"Now that pcr8ua>d\-e voice is hushed, and we shall 
no more listen to those accents which held us and 
delighted ns so often in the days that are post. On 
Thursday wtek I vraa privileged to see our dear friend 
lying in weakness in his stck-chamber. I spoke to him, 
and I prayed with him. There were the same dear 
eye and the some strong fuiturcs as of yore, and tho 
lips moved; but although I listened very carefully, 
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there WM do voice. Ue wu tying in gnat feebleaeio. 
I belicv-c Oiere vas a short rally from this silence s 
few dayn after, and on Thursday of this week I went 
agsin to call, and to look apon the face of the dead. 
Tbere were the same strong features, untouched by the 
band of de*th as yet. 

" 1 Uiink that there was a wanderfol mixtnre of 
strength and tenderness in our dear friend ; and, as yoa 
all know, he was a man of great courage — a lion-heart«d 
man with a lion-like face. And that courage that he 
displayed — where did be get it from ? It was founded 
OD faith in a living Ood. He had no doubts. Ue 
olTvred a prayer, and he expected an answer; and he 
got his answers in a most remarkable way. We think of 
dew Oeorgo UuUer when we talk of the men of faith 
of oar genermtioD ; but John Wilkinsonalaowaaamanof 
faith, and b« tried and teat«d Ood, and Ood answered I 
His servant's faith and oonfidcnca by giving him 
wonderful answcrK Death hod no terrorB for Jobn 
Wilkinson. Death lias uo terron Cor multitodea of 
people ; but the rcoAoa tliere W4Wi no terror in death for 
John Wilkinson was that he bad such a 6rm grasp of 
the blessed hope Ho belic^'ed those truths which would 
win. He believud in those words in the 4th chBpt«r of 
the first Epistle to the Tbessalonians. that most precious 
chapter: "The Lord Himself Hhall descend froDi haaven 
with a shoot, with the voice of the archangel, with ihe 
trump of Ood ; and the dead in Christ shall rise finC* 
"The dead in Christ!' I wonder are there sottnj 
Christless souls here to-day f This promise is for thoMj 
who are in Christ, found in Him, hid in Him, in Whom 
are all the tresjHurea of wisdom and knowledge. 

" This ought to be a very solemniziug (Jme for unc 
vert<d people. Dear friends, we ore Itviug in a day 
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rebuke and blasphemy, and a great sword-bearer has 
fftllen. We can ill spare the blcflsed men who are taken 
away fioui us, particularly at this tim& Three snch 
tn«n have pone recently, all of the same age — Dr. 
Baedeker, of the Mission to Apostate Christendom in 
Europe ; Dr. Paton, of the New Hebrides Mission to the 
Heathen ; and now this beloved John WilkiDson. I 
think a preat many people thought him a Jew, be was 
flO fond of the Jews. And how are we to have those 
great gaps filled up T Oh, let us cry to Ood that He 
will send us men to take the places of tliose who have 
been removed from us. One is constrained to cry ooti 
'Help, Lord: the godly man ceaseth; the faith faileth 
from among the children of men ! ' 

"I will DOW ask an earlier friend than I of dear Joho 
WilkiuHon, to sp««k to us. Captain the Hon. R. Uorcton, 
my dear friend and my prcdccesaor in the sapcrinton- 
dence of this HalL" 

Captain thb Hon. R. Mobktos: 

" I go bock thirty-four years to my first acquaintance 
with dear John Wilkinson. I wrongly estimated him 
then : I used to say, ' He has got Jew on the braiu.' 
But, after I knew him, I changed it from 'Jew on the 
brain ' to ' Jew on the heart.' That was the secret of 
all dear John Wilkinson's loving wrak for Qod's ancient 
people. His present people, Hia future people, as dear 
Dr. Saphir used to say. I learned from many others, but 
I D«Ter learned from anyone else to understand somo- 
wbfttof Jewi.sh rjueAtions, and how to read the Scriptorw 
with ft view to the position of tlie Jew. I ceoaed then 
to juuible up Jewish truth and other troth; I was able 
ID tt measure to separate them, and to read that which 
belonged to Ihc Jew and that which belouged to the 
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0«Btilee; and I owe that to dear John WilkinAoo. 
Ucwed him to me as Be blessed htin to multitades that 
be never knew anything about. 1 am thankful that. 
0D» day told hitD how much I owed hiui for his tcaehii 
about the Jews. I thanked him for it, his loving faeaital 
It xcof a loving heart, it waa a big heart, it overflowed 
with loveL And we think of him aa one of thorn three 
men that Mr. Mathieson haa referred to — Dr. Baedeker, 
Dr. Paton. and John Wilkinson. These three men stood 
on thia platform filled with love, love for tbeir Lord, 
love tor the work the Lord had put into their hands. 
They are now with the Lord. I have been trying to 
picture to myself what the greeting must have been 
when these three men came in together. How they 
must have been met at the golden gate, and taken in, 
and taken up ! They are gone from ms, tboao tliree men 
who have served their day and generation, uid who 
have left behind a sweet eavour of loving service. And 
who will fill the gapsl Uay a double portion of the 
Spirit of God that rested on John Wilkinson rest on 
those that wilt follow him in the work that he carried 
on in the name of the Lord ! I commend them to your 
prayers, and to the Lord's loviog-kindoeM and tender 
mercies. 

" For years I never prayed for the Jew. t had not 
much love for hitn in my early da)-a — I was like many 
others; but since meeting and hearing and learning 
from John Wiikin»on, I rwvorontly and humbly say that 
tbrou times a day do I remember the Jew. and I owe 
that to tlte teaching of John Wilkinson. In the morn- 
ing, at mid-day or in the afternoon, and at night, I 
never forget Qod's ancient people. Would that all the 
Churcii of Qod remcmberc<d them in prayer I Do so in 
fnture, if you do not already. It will not oocnpy mnch 
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time, bat it wilt bring gi-eat bteemng to yoa May God 
blttv) tbis gatbering < The sweet savour of our dear 
brother's loving voice, and word, and grip of the hand, 
and arm round one's neck many a time, remain with us ! 
Wo commend you all, dear friends, you who have lost a 
father, to the love of the Spirit, and to Ilia grace to 
keep you until one day when you shall be again re- 
aniied ! Amen." 

Captadi Tottenham: 

" Before I say a few words, may I read one letter i 
It is from Lord Polwarth, one of the trustees of tlie 
Hall, who writes: 'I have received this morning the 
intimation of the home-going of dear old John Wilkinson. 
Ue was one of the fathers of Mildmay, and one of the 
pillars who sustained it by faith and prayer. The very 
iDcntion of hi^ name t«nds to strengthen faith and prayer, 
and his example to bid one trust in the living God. His 
love for, and devotion to, tlie Jewish people was truly 
beautiful. I regret that I cannot bo at the Memorial 
Service, but would pay luy little tribute to his memory' 
is this brief note.* 

"It is not my privilege to go so far back as my 
brotbeis who have already spoken. I think it wm 
about ten or fifteen years ago tliat I first met our de- 
jwrtcd brother in a drawing-room meeting, ubuut His 
Master's work. After^i-ards I mot bim at varioua Con- 
ferences throughout the ooontry. but perliaps principally 
at Keswick. 

" We met there on the platfonn and off the platform, 
and there were two things that impressed themselvea 
upon my own mind and huarL Both have beun already 
mentioned ; but I may niontion them again — his love 
luid his faith ; hia love to God, his love to ' uy blessed 
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Lord,' u he used to like to aU Him — and then his love 
bo men ; Bod perhaps specially of him it might be aaid. 
' to the Jew first, boi also to the Gentile.' And then the 
simplicity of the man impressed one. Ah, frienils, we 
shall iniRS him here at Mildmay; we shall miss him at 
the coming Conference — he was always with un at the 
eariy 7 o'clock prayer-meeting, and alwajrs ready to lead 
Ofl in prayer ; we shall miss him on this [^tform at the 
ConfereDcc itwlf, where he has been for so many yttas, 
and abto at the other services to which he used to eome 
and help us by leading io prayer, and by his presence ; 
we shall mim hitn in the streets — the hearty grip of the 
hand, as our brother bos already said. But whilst we 
think of the missing here, let os also rejoice that we 
shall meet hereafter. We shall meet ap there. Bat 
between the missing and the meeting there is eomelhing 
eke. which has already been gently hinted at — the 
memory of him remains to na. It has boon very faeaati- 
folly put in the words of one of our own poets : 

" ' Yon mar b«a^ jvn maj tibMtn tint tut if you wUl, 
But the Mciil U Un iwm will cUag r«>iu»d it atOL' 

"Truly the meinoTy of the just is bleased, and he, 
being dead, yet speaketh," 

Mb. SIathisson : 

" Before singing the next hymn— which was composed 
by John Wilkituoo himsolf— I should like to teli you 
of A little incident which occurred many yean oga Dr. 
Hiidfton Taylor hod just returned from one of his long 
periods of mission work in China, and on coming into 
thLi Hall hu mot John Wilkinson, who had also jtutt 
entered the building; and they gave one another a 
ulutation — a holy kiss. 1 remember that the incident 
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touched tne very roach at the time. Another little 
thin^, perhapR, I raay mention. Dear Hudson Taylor 
made hia first gift of money even' year, at the beginning 
of the year, to the Mildinay Misaion to the Jews — -'to 
the Jew firttt ' — and oonver»ely, our dear departed 
brother gave hia tirst donation of money to the Gentile 
work — the work among the heathen. Let ua aiag thut 
hymn, one of the compositions of Mr. ^Vilkinaon." 

After the siugUig of a hymn : 

Br. Uenrt Soltad said that a number of very kind 
letters had been received, out of which he would read a 
Rmall selection. 

Among thoee from whom communications had beea 
received, and from which Dr. Soltau read passages were: 
The Staff of Workers of the Mi)dmay Mission to Die 
JewM; Rev. F. L. Denniao, of the Loudon Society for 
the Promotion of Christianity among tlic Jews; Rev, 
Isaac Lcvinaoti, of the Biilish Society for thu Propaga- 
tion of the Gospel among the Jews ; Kvv, David Boron, 
"Hebrew ChrisUaD TesUmooy to Israel"; Rev. H. O. 
Allbrook, Jtiwisli Operative Homo ; Professor Nicol, 
Church of Sootlaiid Mission to the Jews; Mrs. Finn, 
Society for Kelief of Per»«eutcd Jews; Mr. Walter B. 
Sloan, China Inland Mission ; Sir Andrew Wtiigate, 
E.C.I.E.; Rev. John Barraclongh. St Thomas's, 
Lambeth; Mr. R. C. Morgan; Rev. W. J. Mayne. M.A., 
Irish Brauch, Loudon Jews' Society; Caooo FausBot, 
of York; Rev. John Sharp. Editorial Secretary', British 
and Foreign Bible Society ; Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, 
of Oxford ; Rov. F. B. Meyer, of Christ Church. West- 
minster; Rov. Prebendary Webb Peploc, and Rev. Dr. 
A. T. Piorson. 

Dr. Soltau concluded by saying Hiat as Secretary of 
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iho Uodickl Mianoiuiry AwocuUod he was able to t«etify 
tliat all th« tnomlMra of that MisuoD were very warmly 
attached to dear Mr. Wilkinson, and felt very ii«ep 

' oynifnthy with his family, and with the workers of the 

rlGflsioa to tho Jews in their great I06& 

Afl«r prayw had boon oflorvd by Ur. P. S. Badenoeh, 

IV. J. J. Luce said : 

' He lovetb our notion.' How many in laraol mast 
liavc said, and thoQght, Atid felt, when they know any- 
thing of our beloved dejwrt^d friend, and of his work, 
'lie loveth our nation I' Yes, and he knew well how 
io iiupivsn that love »pon otlicm I could take up the 
word* of d<jar Captain Mortton, and word by word I 
eoold say just tho Mimv. For moro than thirty years I 
hare known and loved hiiul And oh, bow much one 
has learnt from him I How many other Christians owe 
practically all tho Biblical knowledge that they possen 
of God's plan and purpose for Israel to dear John 
Wilkinsoa, and how many of as owe any intelligent 
interest we may have in the cause of Israel to our 
beloved brother ! Ilis love n'as so genuine and so de«p. 
There was nothing perfunctory or formal about it. It 
was based upon a firm grip of the living Word of the 
living Ood. It sprang as from its sonrce^I believe 
from the Holy Qhoett Himself. No one, I think, could 
listen for any time to our beloved brother without 
realizing thio. To him the lire had come whicli ia 
kindled from Heaven itself. He loved his Lord ; he 
knew that his Lord loved Israel, and he loved Israel too : 
and yon know how practical waa hia love. 

"The monument is nomething greater than the syna- 
gogue which that good centurion bailt, and to which 
they pointed so gratefully when they said, ' He hath 
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buitb UB a synagogue' Is not tho mooument of our 
beloved brother's faJth aod love seen in this Mildtnay 
Miasiou to the Jews, for which tbouHaods have cause to 
blew the Lord to^ay ! And then you know quite well 
our beloved brother was endued very, very remarkably, 
very signally, with a marvellously comprehenBive grip, 
with a cogent, powerful way of reaaooing — with a gentle, 
and at the same time with a most forcible way of appealing 
to people. Oh, huw we thank God for the remembrance 
of Hia grace iu His beloved servant ! 

" May I just close by saying how heartily one re-echoes 
tho desires and prayers that the work of the Mission 
may bo carried on and carried forward now that our 
beloved leader baa been removed. I know quite well — 
and we may thank God for it — how our brother was 
blessed with a band of workers — earnest, devoted, faitbfnl, 
able workers— and how specially, if one may bo allowed 
to say it, he was blessed in his family — in loyal, loving; 
children, who have so ably seconded the eSorta of their 
beloved father. 3Iay God blesN them, and may God 
reward them for it; and may we all go away from this 
gathering, beloved, as we have been already exhorted to 
do, determined to find out the truth of tJuMe words wliidi 
our beloved brother used to impress upon us so forcibly, 
and for which God haa so greatly honoured him and his 
work— -To the Jew first.'" 

Mr. Matqieson: 

" Our friend, Sir Robert Anderson, baa found it im- 
poesiblo to bo here, and I wilt therefore ask our friend, 
Dr. McKilltum, to say a few words." 

Db. McKiluah: 

"I think perhaps the impression which, by God's 
grace, our brother was enabled to leave upon my own 
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mad, from the rtry first tioM I knew him, was tliai of 
his wonderful love. It i« about fiTe-and-twenty ymn 
siooe I fitvt met him. At that time I had just eou« from 
the far North of Scotland, and I was a atrutger with 
hardly any aoqnaintaoces at all In England. 

" I was aaked to hv present at the Believers' Heetinga 
at Merrion Hall, Dublin. On the first occanon on which 
1 waa there, Hr. Wilkinson came ap, like myself, to th« 
platfonn. and on bein^ introdaoed, he threw hts arms 
round my iieck and kissed ue. Only one other sen-ant 
of Qod did the same on a subsequent oocasioo al another 
meeting — dear Dr. Baedeker. It is a marvellous thing 
that those two men should have just done that on the 
oecaaioQS of which I speak, because of their amodation 
to-day in oar thoughts as men of such largo heart, as 
well as of great irpiritoal power. I felt surprised and 
a little perpteicd. We Scotamen— and as I have said, 
I came at that time, from the North of Scotland — do 
not ()Uito expect that dUisivc manifestation of love ; bat 
I teamed very soon to know that in dear Mr. Wilkinaon's 
ease, as well as in Dr. Baedeker's case, it was indeed 
true, real aHcction — a spiritual love which found this 
natural and spontaneous czpr«nion at their first meeting 
with one whom they wished to enoouro^ in the work, 
and whom they wished lo feel at home with themselves 
as God's children in sweet fellowship And I have ever 
since then thanked God for thoM two men, I feel very 
Btrongly. too, that wc have to thank God especially that 
the mantle for the work has descended indeed upon hia 
beloved son, Mr. Samuel Wilkinson ; and I am sure that 
it our beloved brotlier could spejik to us from glory this 
morning, he would jost commend hia succaasor in the 
w(H-k, and all tlie fellow-workers, with great love to our 
beartsL" 
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Kb. Mathieson: 

" Will you all now breathe a ailent prayer to God for 
the next speaker. Mr, Samuel Wilkinaon, who becomes 
the Directoi' of th« Mildmay MisKion to the Jews, and 
who will need all our prayers and sympathy, ospecially 
OD this sorrowing day." 

Rev. Samuel Hindu Wiijcinsox: 

" My first duty, beloved frieods, thi» morning, is to 
tender to you, in the names of my bruthers John and 
Henry, and of my si-fters, Alice and Florence, as well U8 
on my own behalf, our very deepest thanks for your 
attendance here, and for all the sympathy which baa 
bevu expressed to us i» our affliction. First and fore- 
mont — if we might make any distinction — I would place 
oar beloved, old-standing friend, Mr. Jami-a Mathieson. 
We do thank bim with all our hearts for his presence 
with us thia morning, and fur all the sj-mpatby that 
flows out of liis heart, and brings comfort to ours. We 
thank, too, the beloved speakers, some of whom have 
oome from a distance to pay the last tribute of respect 
to our beloved one. We thank, too, our beloved friend. 
Captain Tottenham, and the Trustees of this Uall, foi' 
their kind loan of the Hall, and for all the kindneas 
associated with that loan. To roe it would have been 
almost an unnatural thing if this blesaed function had 
taken place anywhere else but in this building, \^'c 
thank you, too, beloved friends, for all tlie soorcs of 
sympathetic letters which have been pouring in, pest 
by post, and which will doubtless continue to do no for 
days to come, all of which have brought unspeakable 
comfort. And once more we tliank all this grealaudienee 
for your atten<lrttice this morning, which no doubt must 
liavc caused some inconvenience to many of yoa 
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" B«fercnoebas been made to the future of tbr Mildouj 
Miasion for Jvws. Then are otlu-r MiHsiona, yva knov. 
beeidefl Uiin Miseton. Some ore lu-gcr in thoir Boofx. 
aod in thmr iaoom*; aoiiM are bettor equipped with 
men of diBtinction and of part*, and of ncholanibip, ami 
of experintc* ; some nru Wtt«r cqutpp«(J. perhaps, with 
preioisee io which to carry on their work. Bat I believe 
that the great outKtaDding feature of my bulovt^ £atber's 
lif«. and on which the inark of hin lifo will be impreseed 
in future gunvratiuDS, 18 UieMildinay Mtsaion tothe Jewt^ 
and that in ita toKtinioay both to Jews and to UcuUlc* it 
Htanda as a vixible rvcord of God's faithfulncM. 

" Soino ruferenco has alao been mode to my fotlowii^ 
in my fathor'a foot«t«|» as Director of this Misuon. I 
had no abaolale knowledge — althon];;]) [ had an inkling— 
that I WBM to occupy thi;* post, until my Ealhor'a will 
was read the night Imforo lactt. He had reserved to 
hiniaelf in the Trnat De«d the right to nominate his 
■uocsenor, and. as I undervtaud now, he nominated me, 
although the actual uominntion it«olf is still uader seal, 
and will not be opened antd next week. The reason I 
mentiiMi this ta in order to have an opportunity of saying 
to-day, in God'a preeence. in your prcscnw;, wnd in the 
presence of the sacred rotnains of my beloved father, 
that so far as lies in my power I will conduct that 
Miasioo on the same linos as it has keen conducted 
hitherto— on the same lines of implicit trust in God, 
leaving all to Him, and looking to our supply of men, 
women, and means from day to day in the way that my 
beloved father did. We sliall stand by the old theology : 
wo want no now theology, but the old theology — a 
theology with a Theos in it, and with a Logos in it. We 
believe iii the everlasting Soneliip of our Lord and Saviour 
Jeans Christ; we bcliv>-c in His virgin birth ; we believe 
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in His vicarioOH deatli and victorious Reauirection, and 
we believe that He is oomiog to thin earth ^aiii. Theaa 
ivrv the truths we stand by ; anri ir some people call 
them narrow, all I ca» say la that (Jiey were broad 
enough tor my father, and they are broaxi enough for 
lis. 

"One could not undertake such a work aa thia — 
feeling, as one does, so unfitted for it — were it not for 
the nplendid support that we receive from our stalT of 
workers. My experience — which extends over some 
twenty-five yeai-s — has, of course, been oonGn«d 
priucipally to thia Mission; but so far as I know 
anything of Missions, we have in the present staff, a 
staff second to none for devotion, for love, for zeal, and 
for true family feeling amongst one another. 

" Kow, beloved fricodft, tno»t of whose faces I 
recognize thU morning, yoa know my bclovod father as 
a teacher — as an inspiration — as on oxamplo— perhaps 
also an a friend. We knew him as a father; and no 
man ever filled out that blc«sod word 'father' with 
more meaning to his children than did our beloved omx 
Let me give you two incidents from many that recur to 
nio of my childhood. I remember once, when I was a 
little fellow, some six or sovcn years of age, I becauo 
poBMwacd of a new cnrt and horse, to wheel about the 
oonridors and the staini at home : and I was interested 
to know why this ^t bod come so suddenly, seeing 
that it was not my birtliday, and that it woa not 
Ctirislmas>timc. My mother oxplainod to us that father 
had come down to her. having miHwd the sound of a 
child about the house — missed the child's voice — missed 
the noise of its toys— and be said to her : ' Are all our 
children getting too old to use toyaf I tttink some 
ministers, as they sit in their stody, are anxious to have 
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their chUdreo quiet ; bat my fstber wu ttercr hcppy 
niilfi he eonld bear « dukfs voice. 

"One noes mrident One d^.wheo I wia a KtUa 
fcHow, I wu g^^T ^'*^'*S' '"'^ tri pp i ng dowutwn, 
h&nd in huid with my father, when h« 8li|^>ed and fell 
Had he oootinneii to hold my hand, we shoold faavt 
faUeo togetheri bat be rdeaeed uy hand, gave n« one 
paab back that kepi me oprigfat. pneerred my eqnili- 
bmno, and placed mo in iafety, while at the saow tune 
it increased the foroe of bis own &U1, and he Ml down 
the Btair with hia gjawwi on bis oytn. Afl w« grew ap 
to manhood and womanhood, he was oar guide, 
eooimlkr, and bitead. Uy brothers, who were in 
bminimn. always eonsulted him in their boaneM a&in, 
and always found in him a shrewd, practical knowledge 
of bosiDees matten, for he bad been a man of bosiness 
himidf ; and throo^hout our lives we have all of as felt 
that we eoold give him oar fall trust in every time of 
difficulty. 

" We lay bim to rest on the Jewish Sabbath. He was 
aecosfcomed to say thai the ditferenoe between the 
Jewish sod the ChriKiiAn dispensation was expressed 
in the Sabbath. The Jew works all the week and reaU 
at tha end of the week, while the Christian enters into 
his rest fln( and goes forward to his work. The Sabbath 
is to the Jew a goal — ^to the Christtan an inspiration. 
We lay our beloved father to rent on the Jewidi Sabbath. 
He, having do»e bis work, enters into hw rest. Uoacs 
died, Iii8 eye not dimmed nor liii« natural foree abated; 
and 8o our fatlicr was preserved in wooderfnl vigoiu- to 
the en^l of bis days, arid his natural forte was anspent 
to Iho last hours. Precious father I we would not, 
dearly as we love thee, call thee back again. Thy task 
it over. Brave old warrior, thou hast finished thy 
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oourse. The golden bowl that so often poured oat ita 
foloess in blessing to others is at last broken; bat 
the Master's hand-i shall piece the broken frngincntA 
together, and fashion theroout a chaster diftlico, to be at 
Bis right hand for evermora Uke a tree of the Lord, 
fall of sap, thou hast been removed to tloiirifth for ever- 
more in the Oardens of Delight The cloud that covci-s 
OS to-day hardly hides Uie face of the Angel of the Ever- 
lasting Covenant. Wc watched thy noble browdroop wiUi 
fatigue.andthiDoanitent features grow pale and immobile; 
the life that gave qb life wa8 breathed out breath by 
breath, and thou wert not, for God took Ihco. Yet say 
we not farewell ; for acro«u the gloom and dnrkncss of 
the night we see the breaking of tbo dawn ! And so 

" • tJntil the EaiUr ghry lighU the *ki» ; 
Until the dead ia J««iui •hall mat. 
And Ue iball com«, but not in lowly gubra— 

Good sight I 

'Onlj good night I b«Iovid — not hrewell ! 
A little wliile and nil Ilii ninU aball dwell 
In ballowed union, iiidivitible — 

Good ui^l-" 

Pastoe Prank White: 

"Tho hut tim« that I hod the joy of looking; into the 
face and taking the hand of one of my oldcrt and 
best beloved friitndti — and our friendship resdlM back 
over thirty years — be read in my hearing tliv«c two 
veraw from (he first Piulm. My heart is full ttua 
morning, and I cannot trust myself to begin to speak to 
yoa in the five minutca allotted to mc, until I have read 
this Scripture — Ood's deacnption of a 'blessed' moo: 
' His delight is in tho law of the Lord, and in His law 
doth he meditate day and night And he shall be like 
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■ tne pluited by the rivera of wa4er, tbat briDgcth fortJi 
hts fruit in his Muon; his leaf alao shall not witltcr. 
am) whatsoever he doeth abail proBper.' These wot^ 
are very deeply impreased upon my heart this moming: 
and I IcDoir of no one to whom they are more spplkable 
tluui to our l*eloved brother. 

" In the nth chapter of the Firat Book of CbroQicieH. 
tnentjon in made of the many mighty ones vho tuat to 
David to Rtreagthen him in his kingdom ; and it is Bald of 
them : ' These also are the chief of the mighty men whom 
David bad, who streDgtheoed themtjelve« with him in his 
kingdom and with all Israel to make him king, acootdin|; 
tothe word of the Lord oonceminghnel.' The marginal 
reading for ' strengthened themselves with hira ' is ' tkey 
hdd strongly with him.' Among David's mighty oiwa 
three appear to liave taken the foremost rank. The 
specially honourod names of IhrM of our David's 
mighty ones stand out before me this morning — Geoige 
MUllor, the friend of the orphan ; Hudson Taylor, the 
Apostle to the Gentiles — tlic lover of China's miliiona; 
and John Wilkinson, the friend and lover of Israel. 

"Our brother did not build a synagogne, aa we have 
been reminded ; but he lived, loved, laboured, and laid out 
all his powers of body, mind, and heart, to bring back 
Israel to their King. It has been well said that the 
best way to bring men to Christ is to bring Christ to 
men ; and that was the mothod of our beloved friend. 
He sought to bring Israel to Christ by never, never 
losing an opportunity of bringing Christ to Israel. And 
now be rests From lus labours, and liis works follow liim. 

"In my fifty years of Christian experience I have 
often joined in singing thai hymn, 'A day's march 
nearer home'i but the thought has never boon more 
precious to mc tlian it is tonlay. John Newton's Unen 
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exactly expresa my feelingn at this momeni, aa I am sore 
Uiey m«»l ywire : 

'"With plewing griuf and mouniful jnj 
iiy tipirit now i» filled.' 

" I moam exceedingly for Israel's lom, and for the 
Church's lofls. especially at such h, critical time as this; 
but, for our brother himself. I rejoice greatly : for haa He 
not gone home ? * Where else should he go to ?* as mie 
said to Mr. Spurgeon once when referring to the death 
of a mutual friend. Tes, our dear brother baa gone 
home ; and we are going home, beloved, we are march- 
ing on. We cannot join hands, and aU go home 
together ; hut one by one wc arc going home. Who will 
be the next ? Only let us walk with God all the while 
wc are not at home^let oa work for God, as he did ; 
let us live, and lore, and pray, and believe, and we 
shall 'see the glory of God.' I do not think of our 
bcloTed friend as fully glorified ; for this, though with 
Christ, he waits till the vast cloud of witneA»e.<i gone 
before shall, with us who remain, be 'caught up' to 
meet the King at His coming, as it is written, they 
' without UR ' shall ' not be made perfects' I do not 
know about that ; but I know that we shall love one 
another as we have never loved yeU because then shall 
we see Him as He U, and be like Him. I pray with all 
my heart that there may not be one soul in this place 
this morning who shall be wanting there. Until then 
the best tribute we can pay to our beloved friend and 
brother's memory is to imitate his failli — holding 
atroDgly with the King. 

•"Go fMrioii then my toiil, with Ood, 
Into anollier room ; 
Th«u who luul walliiil with Uini bcro, 
Oo aM tliy God at bixn^.'* 
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I7 a* BenbflB of hi* taauiy. 
th* ^pn a< tb« Itymi, sad tb* donng 
■d hwriiHiuii (led I7 Ftater naok White) 
the mbBwkw Ap eii ed. aad ttie ^nval eoct%e pto- 
ended to Old fficl«rte Cwriiij . 

As ve aaii^led sd boor later aroond Uw ofen graTe 
of oar belond Mother, into vhkh the new eoffin was 
geaUy kwvred. ovr bdored brother, Putor William 
FUIer Ooodi. after the osoal coninittal, addreaed as 
kEoOowb: 

*It b no ooaunoo grave ai which ■vn stand to-day. 
Hie grvT9 of a chltil of God >a never oommoo. It is 
a aiiiiiil spot in Cod's Acre. Bat this is more than the 
grave of a child of God. It is the grave of s faithful 
teacher, a devoted wotker, a whcde'hearted believer, and 
a powerfnl pleader with Ood. Our departed brother 
knew well the throne of gr&ee, and waa well known 
there. * He had power witli Ood, and prevailed.' It is 
with a deep and laeting affection (or the dflpart«d one 
I litand \xn to-day, the firat paUic act I am able to 
perform aft«r nearly six mooths' enforced sileooc tlirongh 
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illness. It 18 nearly forty years since we firat met, and 
a frieudithip then began which h&e ripened nnbrokeo 
ever since. Mr. Wilkinson vrontud nio then to accept 
a post be was iutorcstcd in eecing fillvd ; but I wa« then 
ardently attached to dvnominationivl tics, and refused 
it aa an unsectarlan work rather harshly and with some 
degree of resentment of catholicity snch as ho pleaded 
for. I have learnt much since then, and can never 
forget the way in which bia loving words pleaded for 
a larger heart Those words altered much the trend 
of my life, as a then young minister of the 
QospeL 

" I am glad to bear tliis little bit of testimony to our 
dear friend's influence over others in drawing the hearla 
of Qod's true people more closely together. We who 
are here to-day part with him feeling that he waa the 
property of the whole Chm-ch of Christ, and that no 
life has more contributed to the unity of true believets 
than our dear brother's life lias contributed to it in the 
spirit aod methods of his work. Firm to every convic- 
tion, loyal and brave in avowing his faith, and yet aa 
tender and as childlike aa the grace of God could make 
him. Am I wrong whcu I say that there is no verse in 
the Bible which better dcscribe« the spirit and character 
of hit life, or the testimony that would come from this 
grave, weru ho to speak, tlian those words of the First 
Epistle to the Corinthians, the fifteenth chapter : ' By 
the grace of Ood I am what I am ; and His grace which 
bestowed upon me was not in vain, for I laboored 
ire abundantly than they all : yet not I. but the grace 
of Ood which was given me'f Dear Mr. Wilkinson 
loved grace ; it was all grace with him : and my heart 
thrills aa I recall how, for nearly forty years, as 1 have 
stood aide by aide with him in many dilferent parts of 
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afoi to-dajr Shall 
_'W to menmt oar <Ie«tK 
■■f JkfBM I s»7 it b sac ankigT, 
I «aa aak 0V kralher^ U<« irtwOy 
I ap to tte «vric T Fdt more thaa 
tm tta Jev, his one mbitioa «ad 
of AktohMtoCbriiL ■!%• vork 
'todowaawkwUdi vm deemed 
Ht far Boce tlua 
tovUAlM 
It «aa toid of om of oU wtut 
r my vifi iqr of oar Mond brotbor : 
vatfia'; ■ai.hrtto- tkMi boiUiBe UwB 
te fed tlMto to tMr Sanoar lUng. 
* Bov W laari Inad ! Ha bad ««tion»] sarrow aod 
ia Ua Wait wfcea he tlKx^t of Jewish un- 
A his heart's 6tsn, tad his prayer to God for 
that thejr au^ ba aaral And oh. bow 
- a Jew baa becotoe a Cbmliao throd^ oor bnUier's 
pnpn and leiHiaony. not only dinetly from hiaiMU, 
bat thrao^ the naay God has and him to stir up to 
iin'i^iiiiii and istentt ia that behsll His Scriptunl 
■rth^A of work, hb tastinwny to dispensatiooal tnttb, 
Im to-day in nnltitodea IfraH my GUrry hu tunwd 
BMsy of the rank and file, who uoderstood nothing of 
aadi matters, to we light in reference to dtapensational 
truths in God's light Thank God that oar brother's 
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life was what it was t Truly the grace of God bcaiowcd 
apoii him was uot iu vuio. A worker who lias long 
been called to her rest, when writing to a friend about 
a great boroavuinent, said : * To love rightly wo must 
turn our Uxces forward, and praas forward, and uot look 
backward morbidly for the footsteps in the dust of those 
beloved ones who travelled with us but yesterday. They 
themsclvcH nro not behind, but before; and we cany 
with ua our tenderness and love, living and undiminished, 
towards them, to Ijg completed when the round of thia 
life ia completed for ua also,' 

"Farewell, dear brother! Thy face haa been to as 
oftentimes a joy to behold, when it has been lighted up , 
with the gladneafl of thy happy faith. That (ace will 
be a glad vision for many of ua for many a day, till wo 
see the Face far more radiant than thine, in the light of 
which we ahall dwell together for ever. Workers ! Qod 
is taking away pillara, and Qod haa brought as to a 
time when the pillnra are needed, when the}' can ill be 
apared. Rise up ' I^et the remembrance of the deported 
tire our hearts witli desire to emulate hia zeal and follow 
in his steps. Let ua be faithful, devoted, and whole- 
lieorted. as he was — let the Jew have hia right place in 
our bearta as well as the Oentile; and then the work 
our departed brother loved so well will «till go on. 
0)d blew the beloved nnn who ia here to-day facing 
the future work. May the father's mantle fall upon 
him, as did that of Elijah upon Eliaha. And God blens 
all his fellow-workera ! May the grace of God and the 
futnoKS of the Holy Spirit richly dwell in them all. 
Hie coming of oor Lord is nigh, soon and for ever will 
be the breaking of Day. Let as be ready ! Amen." 
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Sm AXHOPr WncaiYC: 

•May s dooUe portioD of your Eitbers qimt dtisccxid 
Qo jroD, wiQ be the pnyer of the many thoDnods who 
seek the welfare ot the UiliJutay Uiaaion. Qod Iim in 
the moat renttriteUe Dunoef used year honoored father 
to nsi- up a mighty work in our midst, so full of roal 
practical love, and so toaoy-aided in its asefoloesii, that 
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it is not only winning Jewish hearts, but has done much 
to popularize Jewish mission work. On the human side, 
a» we look forward, we oee only a blank. How we shall 
miss the Bible Readings ; the addresses, lich in reeollec- 
tioD, kiudling fresh coiifidenee and enthufliasin; the 
helpful wntings ; tlic power of his prayers ', the gracioux 
welcome. But faith notes how gently ho baa been 
removed, so &a not to shake the fabric ho loved; and 
how be has beea spared till you have grown into the 
control of operations and commanded universal con- 
fidence. And faith feels tliat the work will grow and 
prosper. For such a life we can only be full of tbanlci- 
giviug. The grave has no power to hold it, either from 
exercising its influence in the world for the years to 
oome, or from the presence of the Blaster he served so 
humbly and yet so well.' 

Sm Thomak Barlow: 

* Yonr father leavc-s a beautiful memory bcliiod bim. 
He was upright and straightforward, bad a passion for 
his work, and was a man who inspired respect and 
veneration in all who knew bim. I had known him 
tnnoe I was a youth, and sbaU never forget his high 
character and devotion.' 

Baron Nicola y, Si Pet<r8burg : 

'I need not tell you what an impression your dear 
father always made upon me, as one of the Patriarchs, 
with his constant teatimony to Ood'a faithfulness and 
goodness. It is a great privilege, I feel it deeply, to 
have met one of God's faithful »ervant« such as be was. 
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Ton will eoatinus his work with his example before yoa 
Mid hiB bleflung on yoa : that is » rich iofaeritance.' 

The Cotnrrcss Eusabeth vox Ghoebex : 
' How mttch jrou will mtss him. and how much ha will 
bo raistted t^ tnuiy I Bat certainly you and those 
ODgaged in the work he has begtm have much cause to 
thauk the Lonl who had set Hia seal to all those 
eadcavoun.' 

The CocNTEss Lydu vox Qroebek : 

' I am deeply griuvcd to thick of the great sorrow and 
loas yoa are gcnog ilirooj^b at this moraeDb. How 
terribly yoa must feci it, after such a bcantifol com- 
pauionsliip in the highest work; and everything miut 
oonstontly remind you, as you go on with that work. 
Bat I do believe that it is given to few on earth to be 
allowed to sec such rich blessing on their dearest ones' ^ 
work an it is f;ivl^^ to yoa to sec, day by day and hoor 
by hour. I do ask our Lord to let yoa feel His blessing, 
attd your dear, dear father's blMBlDg, M yoo go oa with 
his work and yoor«.' 

The Countess von Haqek : 

' A valuable and Uesaed life has gone to rest, to His 
Master whom he proaohed with ao much zeal and 
oonfeasod no joyfully. For him it is rest in peace ia 
Jesos' arms. But if you and your fauiily were specially 
privileged in having such a father, leader, and teacher, 
the blank ia the harder to bear. The loas of belovedj 
parents h one we never quite get over in life, as I know 
by expetiencQb' 
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Tho Hev. Canon Facssett: 

' Mra. Faussett, and I in my eighty-sixth year, moura 
his lowi, but rejoice that ho is gone to be with Christ, 
which in far belter. He was attached to me and I to 
him for years in Christian aflectioQ. I bolieve, by the 
grace of Ood, that will lost Cor over.' 

The Rev. Pbebendaiiy H. W. Webb Peplos : 
' I wish to express my strong pcrsoual admiration of 
his personal character and life, and to suy that the ono 
thing which always struck mu about your fnthvr waa hia 
ptire ainwrity of heart and purpose as exhibited both by 
look and speech. I have seldom seen any man more single* 
eyed in hia derotion to tlie work to which God had 
called him. You could not be in tho eompuny of your 
father without realizing that his whole life was con- 
Mcrated to the work of saving the Jews ; and Ood haa 
really owned his work of faith and labour of love and 
his patience and hope.' 

The Rev. F. L. Denhan, Loodoo Jews' Society: 
' His was such a iroly missionary spirit, so ovorflov- 
ingiy full of love to tho Jews, that it will be very hanl, 
humanly speaking, to fill his place. Who can count the 
heartu the Spirit of Christ in him filled with God'a love 
for the Jews! and now, that channel can no longer, 
with ita peraoaaive, tender, gentle, loving voice, ever 
full and ever flowing, be U!»ed of Ood on earth to stir up 
the hearts of Uis children to pray for, to lovo and to 
work fcff, the salvation of the Jews. Yet tho living 
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TTorOs he » often uttered will ever live, they cannot 
And for ourselves, what an example of loving cnihosi- 
ftsm he h*» loft behind biin for as to follow I ' 

The Rev. W. W. Pomerot. London Jews" Society: 
' We shall all CDisa your beloved father. It was 
always a delight to meet him and speak with him, and 
to have a graap of his hand. He was each a fe«rleas 
champion for the tnith, and one who loved the Word 
K> strongly. Oh. that there were more like him ! * 

The Rev. W. J. Matnb, Irish branch, London Jews' 
Society: 

' All of OS looked up to Mr. Wilkioaon aa a father in 
IsroeL His splendid life work for the evangelization 
of God's choeen race haa been an inapirktion to many a 
worker.' 

The Rev. H. E. Fox, Church Miaaionary Society : 

* Botli by bis labours in person and by his pen he baa 

been a faithful witness to the Church and to Israel of 

our one Lord.' 

The Rev. J. B. BABOACLOuaH, St Thomas' Vicarage. 
Lambeth: 

' He always seemed to me to be one of the most saintly 
of men ; and if earth by bis home call has one saint less, 
heaven has one glorified spirit more to join in its perfect 
aervioe. Hiank Ood for liis consistent and holy life, 
and for his tifty^six years of faithful and earnest labours 
for Israel, whom he loved so much— labours that the (Jrod 
of Israel has ao abundantly blesaed.' 
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Tho Rev. J, J, Luce, M.A., St, Nicholas" Vicarage, 
Gloucester : 

' The wrench is a sore one for those who loved him as 
I did, and for so many years. How I tbaok God for 
him, and for the privilege of hia love and fricDdshtpl 
He was to me & true " master in Israel," and I owe my 
inteUigent love for Israel almost entirely to him.' 

The Eev. a. D. Salmon, Briatol : 

' For a large part of my long life I was acquainted 
with your highly esteemed father, first when he became 
a student in the Jewish Mission College, onder the pre- 
sidency of tho saintly Brother Davidson, whom I knew 
well. Sabsoqucntly I, wiUi other ministers, took part 
at hia ordination at tlic City Road Wc&loyan Chapel, 
London. I deeply appreciated hia intense longing for 
the spiritual welfare of the seed of Abraham, and hia 
earneat and constant effort to do what he could to 
achieve that object' 

The Rev. F. Payn-tbb, H.A., Guildfonl : 
'Thank God for his beautiful life and service and 
testimony ! ' 

The Rev. James Neil, M.A., Homsey : 

' It is the close of a long and glorious life of servioo, 
for a true soldier of Christ lias fallen in hameaB, has 
fought tho good fight to tho last, and Utid hold on 
eternal life. His has been a unique service in tho cause 
of Israel, the cause so dear to God, tlist of tho poor 
sufferers beloved of his aouL Your dear father's tireless 
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bmI iham fifty>«x jtmn ha» been UMMd kUke to Jew 
uid QeoUl« ; ftod the otgeci-leaKsi of trust in Ood be 
has abown throogboat ha« streagtlieoed the f&ith of 
many an onlooker. To h«ar him speak waa alwajs an 
inajnratioB to me, and I tDoaro that X shall never see 
bis kindljr, gentle face again this aide tbe gnTe. or 
liflten to hifl wonderfully lucid and persuastve advocacy 
— anflOTpaaaed in our time — of the claims of Israel' 

Pastor & BntUKO, Berlin : 

' I made bia acquaintance in 1903, and admirod the 
mental vigour of his ad%-ocacy for the Uission. I can 
well imagine bow macb you will misa him, now that tba 
burden of the work and responsibility rests wboUy on 
your sliouldon. I know too what it is to lose a btber. 
The older one grows and the nearer one comes to one's 
father, no longer only the authority to whom one look«d 
up an a child, bat the friend with whom one di^cn^ses 
ererytbing, the more painful is the kiB& But Ood be 
Uuuikod that we sorrow not as they that have no hope. 
The diwp words of Kingsley arc trao, " We have loved, 
we love, wo shall love." Love is too great for the 
narrow grave.' 

The Rev. Db. A. T. PiCRsoK: 

* In my opinion ho approached very near to a model 
missionary. His singlonoss of purpose, faith, prayerful- 
nesn, devotion to his work, tact, clearneas of conviction 
and utterance, — thes«, and not a few other qualifications, 
madebim not only eminent but preHoninont; and withal, 
be wob so quiet and unobtrusive, bo charitable and 



uta J 



u 



Personal Tributks 



331 



genial, that all who knew him will experieooe a great 
personal loss. 

' It u, however, a great comfort that be lived to so 
ripe an age, and in the potiseflsion oE his faculties, and 
almoitt lit«rallj' died in harnene. His whole career is one 
to bo cuvicd ; for we are bidden to " covet eamctttly tho 
best gift&" Wo may all learn from his sclf-sacrtScing 
lifo many precious lessons.' 

The Rev. Ihaac Levinson, BriUsh Jews' Society : 
' The whole Jewish Mission field has been bereft of ft 

iioblo friend, an eloquent advocate, and a true lover of 

ImuL' 

Mb. Walter B. Sldah, China Inland Mission : 
* To him, under God, the Church owes a great debt of 
gratitude, for having brought to light so clearly the 
position of Israel in connexion with tlie salvation of tho 
world and the coming of the Kingdom of Qod. His 
simple, strong, childlike faith has revealed to many a 
fresh vision of God's faithfulnces. In personal inter- 
course his genial warmth of heart and kindly humooir 
have ende&red him to all God's people with whom he 
came into close contact' 

Mr. B. Broohhall, Mildmay : 

'To know your dear father was to osteom and love 
him. His removal will leave a great blank, not only in 
tbia neighbourhood, but over a wide area. He was 
linked with the Hildmay Conference Hall by indelible 
association. For more than thirty year^ he has been at 
all its foremost gaUieriogs a welcome preseoce, and on 
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numberleaa oocaaicHia has oontriboted by speech or prayer 
to Uw profit of all present The greet ineettnjp at tiio 
ConfcrcQCtt Hall without yoor dear £ather wQ], to msoy 
of Oil. mem souicUiiiig vcr^- different. You have a noble 
herita^, and to all of ua iho nMunory of your father will 
always bo an inspiration.' 

Dr. Wm. GaCLD, M.A., Highbury: 

' He is with the Saviour he loved 80 much, and served, 
by His grace, so nobly daring tbcM many years past 
His works have not only gone before him. but he baA 
left an endnring mcmumunl in the great work fm- the 
Jews of which ho was the originator and director, ooder 
Ood's gaidaoce and by His abounding blesmng. I count it 
a great privilege to have known your father, and to have 
been in any wise associated with him at Uildmay. He 
was belli an iospiratioD and a robuku to me, aa I thought 
of his exceeding fniitfulness and his whole-hearted devo- 
tion to it His unfailing kindness both in word and act 
will ever remain a happy memory for ma' 

Db. T. M. Neatbv, Highbury : 

' I koow it is a solace, when a dear one d^Mrta, to be 
able to reflect that he has departed in a ripe old age with 
a great many woU-GUod years behind him. But there is 
another side I sometimes think of — the longer we know 
those dear to ds, the more, and not the less, we love fl 
them, and the greater must seem the loss. Surely no ™ 
father ever de«erved more love and veueration. To 
refer to bis great services to tlie cause of Christ and of 
Bis Church seems almost selGshneaa ; for his praise is in 
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all the cburdiea. Bat ii is beautiful to be able to look 
back apon a father's life and to know that it waa not 
only a blamelees life, but one entirely devoted to the 
glory of Qod and the blewnng of men.' 

Mb. O. S. Wheeleb, Highbury : 

' I love to recall hia ways and speech, they were always 
8ufli]9ed with love and gentleness. His prayer with uio 
one afternoon in bis Uttte sanctum so breathed the spirit 
of a child nestling in the arms of a loving father, that 
it gave a sweetness to my future prayers I had not tasted 
before. How you and multitudes will miss him ; but the 
cords of love and service that bound your hearta together 
are not snapped, only leuglhened, and now reach to Him 
who has your father safe in His care and keeping, where 
one day we shall meet to part no mor«. He was an 
Elijah amongst Ood's diildrea of Israel.' 

MB.W. A- PiTB: 

'One never heard or met your dear father witLoab 
taking knowledge of him that " he had b<x-n with Josuh." 
I do not recall a more definitely helpful teacher, fully 
assured of what he experienced, and this quite apart from 
his most attmctive personality and beautiful face and 
winning smile and words. In business, when I bave met 
him, I have not«d a firm decision in regard to the right 
and definite course to be adopted in the matter tutder 
discoa-sion, which was very instructive.' 

Mr. WnUAM Oaussen. Kilcullen. Ireland: 
' As old friends and admirers of j'our venoratod father, 
my wife and I tender to yoa and your family our warm 
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■yrnpathy under the trial of separatum for the "Itttb 
while" from yoar loved and loving fatlter. I most aij 
itn doud wu brightly lined with happy saironndii^ 
m giv«ii in TrvMing a*ul ToUiitg, of which I would be 
gratvful for two or three tor friends. A iieeond reason for 
writing is to nmke a ouggeAtion that if friends and oo- 
workers for iMruel woald pat their love and estoeoi for 
the departed " man of Qod " into a memorial, in the 
form of canying out some ach^me that waa on his 
heart for his people's good, I would have plcoaare in 
contribating.' 

Mr. J. U. CtEArKB, Egypt General Miibiod: 
' Ton will have the sympathy and prayera of thousands 
at this time ; and I ani nure it will be a special joy to 
you to feel that your dear fathers faith iuut been snd 
still rcmuns a precious heritage to the whole Church. 
The word, "whose faith fuHow," conies to my soul as I 
think of him ; and I atn sure be being dead will yet 
speak the sam« nuMAge to many.' 

Mb. I. P. WERNEm German T-ILOA. : 

' I always felt opecially drawn to him <hi aconunt of 
hia wholo-hearted devotion to the salvation of Israel, 
and of his entire reliance on Ood's direct help in tbi 
work.* 

Dr. Jakes Maxatll, Bromley : 

'To myself as to tliou»ands. doubtless, of others, yoar 
father was perhaps the most expressive example of a 
man filled with the loving spirit of Cliriat. I rejoice 
tliat I had occasion to meet him often ; bat i never met 
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bim withoat getting unspokvn a« well as spoken help. 
I have DO doubt that be had times when, ia defence oE 
the truth, he had to be as ulrGnuoiui and stem M nay 
man ; but that ia not my associat lou with bis motnory. 
It is rather with him aa one who liad tlie face of an 
angel.* 

The Rev. F. B. Mkveb, B.A., formerly of Christ 
Church, Westminster: 

■ Ho first taught me to love " the Jew first," and to 
study dispensationat truth in it« true pcnpcctivc. Bat 
hilt greatest gift to tis all was bis aiuntly cltaructvr, 
bis spotless name, and his face oft«n shining like ao 
angel's." 

The Rev. A. R. Ktjldell, Allegheny : 

■ I sympathize with you in your great loss ; but I had 
almoet said, 1 eu\'y you. To have bad such a father, to 
tread in his footsteps, to do bis work and to follow hia 
Eaith, to receive his honour and confidence from your 
fellow-man — thb is a great privilege indeed.' 

Pastor D. H. Douiaii, Wandubek Mission House, 
Hamburg : 

' I feci the loss greatly. It was through your deftr 
father that I fintt acquired my love for Jewish miasioD 
work ; and his life of simple childlike faith has alwaj-s 
been an inspiration to mc' 

Mn. Peter RuDOLpn. Alexandria: 

' Tour dear father waa a very old and sincere friend, 
whom I have known for over thirty-Sv« ytan. He ia 
a friend whom I can never replace.' 
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MilD. CJottEPU, Uoifs: 

' Ho WM A fftther in lonel, aod in an indirect wsjr bo] 
WM my per»onal splriioal Utiux ; for were it iwt f< 
his lov« to Israol I ooold not have kooirn of the life- 
giving Gospel. It was forty -eight years ago he preaebed 
in the Islo of }lan, when he told the peo^e, shoold tboy 
oome in contact with a Jew, to speak kindly to him ; and 
soon after, I visited the Isle of Uan, and one did speak 
kind words — the kindest words which could be spoken : 
"God so loved the world, tliat He gave His only be^tten 
Son." Thank God, since then 1 have passed from death 
to life- I praise Ood for >-our father's lo\-e to as sons 
of Abraham.* 
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Mb. H. Levixskt, Odeasa: 

' In oar meeting last night we praised God for the 
manifold graces, mercies, and blessings He bestowed 
Dpou your dear father during his many yean of service ^J 
for the Lord and His piiopli: Israel, and for the many ^^j 
Jewish souls the Lord has been pleased to save through 
his instrumentality .' 

The Ret. & L Giksbdbo, Pemambaco Baptist] 
UiasioD: 

'I, toot fod aa if my earthly father had gone and leftl 
me. Yea cannot imagine how we who through him hava I 
been brou^t to the sariog knowledge of Jesus loved him. 
We never cettsed speaking about hiiu to our little ones^J 
and they too feel as if they had lost one of their owa 
relatives. . . . Here in this neglcctad comer of the] 
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world we, the product of bis faith and love and labour, 
will try more than ever before to live and labour m that 
we may be judged worthy to meet him around the 
throne of glory in the presence of the blessed Master, 
Jesoa.' 

Mb. Max Reich, Highbury : 

' He was used of God to uxteod a loving hand of help 
Ut me about twenty-three years ago, when a young eon- 
vert of two or three weeka' standing, cant out by my 
(rienda and alno by my employer on account of my 
coQvcntiou. But for your dear father, humanly speak- 
ing, I might have gone under. But he found me em- 
ployment, and was a true friend to meb' 

Mr. Isaac Qustouski, Cancmbury: 

* It was in connexion with the Mildmay Mission that 
my own dear father was brought to a knowlodj^c of the 
love of God and the saving grace of the Lord Jesus, and 
I dread to think what Jewish durkn^-as would have sur* 
rounded me now if it had not been for the great Qocl- 
implanted love of your father for us Israelitea. He waa 
alwayH intere6t«d, in a kind, fatherly way, ij] my welfare, 
spiritual and temporal, and I shall miss him.' 

Ub. John Bale: 

'Penonatly, I feel I have lo«t a dear friend. His 
happy face, his gentle manner, his kindly sympathy, 
his courteous consideration, always made his far too 
scanty visits to me here exceptionally pleasant times, 
which will ever be cherished as some of the happiest 
remombranccs of past days.' 

2> 
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Km Ollitk. Mildm»7: 

* It was a priiil^ to know htm, oad he ms oiw o( 
my most diertshed Friend& He alwft>-s gsro one the 
teeiiag that he lit'cd in oonscious and ocotstwtt com- 
manioQ with bis Lord, is a very special sense. I 
remember well the first time I heard him speak, sooo 
after the Mission was began. I was a young believer 
in tboee days, and shall never forget the impreneioD his 
words made upon me. And daring the y«aTS that hare 
paved since then, again and again have I been helped 
by Us childlike faith and his nnflinching allegianee to 
his beloved Lord. He was the means of kindling a love 
for LiiB<-l, which only grows more and mora strong as 
time goes on. He is an untold loss to the Church of 
Ood, as well as to the Jew.' 

Ma J. M. Natorp: 

'AlthoQgh I have not often bad the privil^e of 
coming in direct eootact with yoar C8t>>emed fathm, ti 
have found it an encoursgement to hear and read of 
his noble work of faith and labour of lovo on behalf 
of God's ancient people. We G?ntile Christians need 
a great deal of education with regard to God's purposes 
with His covenant nation ; and your Mission, apart from 
carrying out God's thoughts of solvation for Isnwl, is 
a constant exhortation of our heavenly Father, addreaeed 
to His people in general, to lovo the Jews, and not to hate 
and persecute tliem. In the light of present-day anti- 
Semitism, and in the face of a good deal of antipathy 
and apathy amongst Gentile Christians, the life-work of 
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yoar father is a bold and courageona efibrt to whicfa 
Qod tuut set His seal. I am happy that in a little way 
I am liiiked to your MiitstoD, and that thiti lays tin: duty 
OH iiiy heart to pray for the J«W8 and your work in 
particular.' 

Mb. E. Ashby, Bournemouth: 

'Tbti fellowship I have enjoyed with dear Mr. WiJloD- 
8on, and the help rcxcivcd from him, are among my 
brigbtcet memories in my Christian experience.' 

Ub. J. Taylor, Mid<llesbrough : 

'I never met Mr. John Wilkinson, hut I knew him 
well Thank God for the influeuc« of his life and for 
bis testimony to the power of prayer, and to Qod'a 
faithfulness in answering prayer. 1 believe that He will 
answer the prayers of many who will (aa I do) invoke 
His aid for the trying ordeals of these and coming 
days.' 

Mes. Henson, Rugby : 

' I board him xprak once when I waa fourteen, and he 
awoke a lifeltmg interest in the Jews.' 

Mks. BlBNET, Margate : 

'His death, tike bis life, vras a wonderful testimony 
of God's grace and power. I heard your father first 
apeak in Bedford, and was greatly helped by his child- 
like faith in God and belief in prayer, and the wo»der> 
fut answers he received. He was the first to arouse my 
interest in the work among the Jews, and I have 
prayed moch for the Misdon ever since.' 
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Mns Vdtixo, Wimbledtm : 

'Th« world and tb« Cboich seem aoddenly mad ndly 
poonr; bat "the Lord of Hcnto is with lu" for His own 
work, and the " Lord ia at hand " for apeedy rennioD : 
00 we have bat to obey the injonctioo of which ke so 
loT«d to renind at, " occupy till I come."' 

Uks. Cbook, CanhaltoD : 

'It He«nu to Us inexplicable that the faithful onet 
should be token, when there never waa a time when 
God's witnesses were more needed than in these awftd 
days cyf declenaioo. Bnt He doeth all things well ; and 
it may be that yoor beloved father's home-going may 
be the means of brin^o]; into greater prominence his 
wonderful work of faith and labour of love. Iniquity 
BO abounds that the love of many is waxing cold. Tmly 
it is time for the Lord to work ; and I believe the time 
is clone at hand whoa your dear father's " heart's denre 
shall be fulfilled, and all Inrael shall be saved.' 

Mrs. FiNlJkY. Belfast: 

' I always felt the better for even a handshake tt^at 
him. lie was the first person who over made me under* 
stand the meaning of the word "guileless," for his open 
countenance and steadfast look just reflected heaveo 
itself.' 
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THB life of John Wilkinaon, the Missionaiy to the 
Jews, affords us a good example of tlie way in 
which grace operates upou a man. It is both 
midden and gradual. Sudden at the moment of decision, 
when he crosses by a single step the thin frontier line 
between the empire of sin, self, Satan, and the world 
OD the one side, and that of obedience to the will of 
Qod on the other. It is. again, reeiraining, moulding, 
and developing. It rcstraimi pereonol ambition und the 
like ; moulds other traits of character ; and develops 
latent virtues. This is like the advance into the interior 
of the new country-— the frontier being once crossed— 
and the change from the position of a traveller to il^at 
of tt resident, who insensibly accommodates himself to the 
conditions of climate, customs, and language. 

John Wilkinson would have succeeded, humanly 
speaking, in any walk of life. Had the frontier never 
been crossed and the new countrj- of righteousness, joy, 
and peace in the Holy Ghost nover opened up before 
him, it is impossible to say where his ambitions would 
have led him to employ his splendid cnergiei; and ubilities. 
But at the early age of fonrteen the decinon was mndo 
and grace began its work. What his ambitions became 
by the restraining power of grace we have seen in the 
soliloquies with which each year's joomal closed its 
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rooord. "Mora lik«iieaa to Christ" was its prevailing 
8A[Mration. Uis tenacity of pttrpooe, strength of will, 
clear grasp of mind, were heoceforth submitted to the 
moulding and modifyiag infliienc£6 of grace; while 
virtues that had otherwise remained uncultivated and 
unseen were roosed into life and activity. 

Hia waa a large brain — approximftting in eircomfer- 
ence meaflurement to the late Mr W. E. QUdotone's; 
but ita coQRpicnons feature waa that every organ iu tt 
was well dev<^lopeil. There wa« no approach to atrophy 
anywhere. IHh waa ahio a great character ; but it was 
singularly well proportioned. There was lovo inteoaa, 
often touchingly demonstrated; but tempered with 
aonnd Rense and keen discernment. There was com- 
nianditig ability ; bat conpled with great apprcciatioo of 
the production.** of others. Thi^ru was the cnthtiaiufiiii 
of the iipecialiftt for the Jewiidi (jucdtioii, to which bis 
whole life and labours were devoted ; but a wide range 
of kuowledge of, and interest in, other subjecta. A 
iinrd worker — never an oiwr-worker; with conniderahle 
leisure, but never lazy ; a lover of home and family, yet 
a great traveller; ridiug nothing to death; using, not 
abusing, all Uie foctilties of mind and body — his waa a 
life ^lendidly illustrating the Kound development of the 
whvU man, and all under the direct influence of the grace 
of God. 

For it was grace that made hiui what ho waa. It is 
but the outward manifestation w« hav« described — the 
inward springs were hidden — with Christ in God. For 
ail ttiat lie was uud did wc must And the retumn than. 
It mode his splendid hctid the servant of his loving heart. 
Notic surely in modern days ever saw or put the all- 
important Jewish question more clearly and eonvine- 
ingly ; but none certainly could put it more lovingly or 
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persuasively. Ho vrae pro-emincDt both as a vat<:hmaD 
to and on behuif of Isriicl, and also as one whose wiuuing 
love bc^t lovo in otbtrs; 80 that tlic inecriptioii Hint 
titands apon bin tombstooe in Highgato Old Ociaetcry 
fittingly couples the descriptions of two prophets of the 
Captivity and appliva tii«m to him. 

Till rullWI ORATB or JOBK AHO UIX VILKDIMX 



w bovne XEMOBT or 
ANS WILKINSON 

VIPB or iota WILKINBOX (MlLDUAl HIBStON TO TBB JBWS) 

Wbo pcaoefullj fdl ul««p in Jeeu on Saturday, 
SBlb Angiut 1887, a^ 71 jeut 



*■ imotGa for Jojr with h«r, all y* tbu inaDrn (or b*r."— In. liiL 10 



A1,B0 or 
JOHN WILKINSON 

rOOXDXR AMD DIKBCTOK OF THK MILDMAI HIBSIOX 10 TBK JKVS 

Wlio peacefully jklded up hit apiril to God un 
ISlb Fehniaiy 1907, aged 88 >eus 

"A «»l«b)Dn nolo tht Iiodm «f bratL"— EmIl iii. 17 



"A man gnttlj MomL"— Dao. t. 11 

" Who tlui>U(Ii faJlh wRjugKI ri^MMMMi, ebtalMd pnnbiB.'— 
HtbL xL S3 

"Aad bjr It ba, UJag dead, yet apcalutii.*— Hek iL 4 

May we not aay that the clear, sincere, intcUoctual 
gratfp that he poeaesMHl of Israel's past, present, and 
future li best seen in hit* really wonderful book, Ismd 
my Olory ; and that the Ihrob^ngs of his heart towards 
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the Jew in flosh and blood have foand iheir beet ex* 
proBBJoo io the instituUon Uut be founded, tbe U ildmay 
HinoD to tbe Jews, with it« doa] mioistry to 8oal and 
bodjr. Tbe book gives us tbe liead ; the work, the heart. 

This mutual sjrmpathy of heart and head prodnced a 
sweet simplicity of mind and utteraooe, best eeen perhapa 
in BOmo of his own aphonams : 

"Do not scold people out of error; bat loi'e them iato 
truth." 

"The line of obedience is the line of Uoenog; tbe 
line of plan is tbe line of power." 

" We are God's sheep ; but not to be sheepish.' 

" Be childlike ; but not childisli." 

"The best giftfl come from above (James i. IT); 
therefore look up." 

"Things do not occur bccauao they were predictod; 
bat they were predictod because they would ooear." 

" We are to feed the sheep ; not to amuse the goats." ' 

" A»k the Lord and UU His people." 

"The eonditicn for a full Uessing is to a«k (Matt. vii. 
7) ; for an overflowing blessing is to give " (Luke vi. 38). 

Ue was simple in his personal habits and wants, 
generous in his gifts to and consideration of others. He 
could appreciate the comforts of wealthy homes to which 
he was often invited ; but tbey never 3jxnit him. Many 
a counterfcul of his old cheque-books beats simply the 
words, " Treasure in heaven," as £10 or more was paid 
over to HOine God-honouring object 

Above all, he was faithful. Fidelity characterized his 
stewanlship, both to God and man. He would say that 
he did not aspire to bo greeted with the words, " Well 
done, good and sttccess/ul scrvaut " ; but by " good and 
faidt/ul servant," It was this sense of fidelity to Qod 
' Tbi* iiuijr out Lave ori^noUy beea lus. 
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that mode him a Jevdak missionary. It was to please 
God, not man, that he accepted and discharged this 
ODtrustment. 

Cheerful, never fiippont; humoroua, never frivolons; 
gentle, never effeminate ; studious, not a recluse ; holy, 
never sentimental ; xvise, never wily ; Faithful, never 
harsh. Xever once has the writer — who saw him perhapa 
more than anyone else, with one exception, in the last 
ten years ot his life — seen him in a pique or an un- 
pleasant mood, a fit of faoAtiness, or temper, or depression, 
or morbidity. The sunshine his — the Hunshine of his 
Father's smile. He reflected its beams; they reached 
out to others — and their warmth is on us stilL Precious 
memory ! Precious reunion, and certain as precious I 



CHAPTER XXVII 
The Future 

WE hftvc the deepening impn;«d<in that the ago of 
gru« in which we live i« npidly nearing its eloM. 
and our (Iny of opportunity becomiDg shorter. 
"Occapy till I come" wu the word of the nobleman 
in th« parablu to his stimuita to whiHn ho delivered 
oortain mooe}-* for thum to turn to good account during 
his alMenee. They becauc stewards of their mastcni' 
property, which they were to ose both ^ithfully oad 
sagackpoaly tor hia benefit " Let a man so account of 
OS, as of the mioistera of Christ and stewards of the 
myRteriea of God. Moreover, it \» required in stewards 
that a man be found faithful." What arc these 
myRt«riefl of God with which we have been eatrasfcod, 
and in regard to which we are bound to fidelity 1 " To 
wit, tliat God was in Christ, reconciling the world onto 
Himself, not imputing their trenpaiwefl unto thcoi; and 
iiath committed nnto us the Word of reconcilialioa" 

This, then, must be the purpose and object of the Mild- 
nay lltsNion to the Jews: to bear tcetinxinj- to rui many 
Jews as it can reach by all wise and Ii;gilimatc means, to 
the Eternal Sonship of the Lord Josua Christ; to the gifts 
of pardon nod Eternal Life on the basis of His media- 
torial work ; and to the promise of the Spirit of Life 
in Christ Jcsos, which makes us free from the law of 
sin and doatll. 
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It is our earnest deare that thin MiHsioD may be so 
conducted Qiider the gnidance of God the Holy Spirit, 
oa to be an instrument which God may with delight 
and honour to Himself employ, to the blesung of 
multitudeB of Ilis own people, a^ long as it is His will 
to do BO, perhaps till our Lord Jesus come again : and 
that it may therefore be a channel through which Qod'a 
redeemed and sanctided children may discharge their 
stewardship respecting the mioiatry of " the word of 
reconciliation " to the Jewn. 

Kvory branch of the Mission is being maintained as 
before in simple dependence on God for daily guid- 
ance and for the impply of means to carry thetn on 
ibrougli His children. The work at the Cuntral Hall 
in East London includes a Medical Mission, which 
averages attenclanccfl of nearly 30,000 Jews and Jewesses 
every year, representing 5000 to 60O0 separate indi- 
viduals; the Scwing-ClaitH for Jewesses has an average 
attendance of 275 women weekly : the Night School for 
Jewish Children ; th« classes for elder boys and girls ; 
the adult school ; the Sunday school ; the various Gospel 
meetings, indoor and outdoor, special and regular ; the 
visitation of the poor in their homes and the conversa- 
tions with individuals and groups in the streets, may 
be safely estimated to reach an aggregate of 30,000, 
representing another 5000 to 6000 individoals. 

This wide and organized testimony for Jesus to the 
Jews affords tlie privilege of ministry in Uis name to 
a grcJkt mass of suffering and poverty. Material relief 
goes out daily in the form of medicine, bandages, food, 
clothing, milk, pensions to the sick and aged, grants for 
emigntioD, etc, all given freely and in the Name of 
oor bleased Lord, Who said, " Fi-cely ye have received, 
freely give." 
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The circulation of the New Teetament and of a variety 
of Ruitablo Qospcl tracU (locluiijiig a monthly YiddUh 
magarine). is being carried on by grants to other 
nuamonfl or by toiasiooary brethren of the Hildmay 
HiaaioD to the Jews. Over 1,300,000 whole New 
Teataineote, or portJona thereof, have been dUtribui 
daring the last twenty years. 

Cootrcs of missionary itanerations and testiniany a^ 
Mtablishcd at %-arioua places in Runna, Morocco, and 
vbewhcrc Rosblo, after twenty yearn of patient labour, 
has opened doors of witness in many places, and a great 
land lies before us, calling, as it were, by its much 
greater relative darknees, need and readioees for the 
Word of Lifp, for us to pmy the Lord of the harvest 
to thrust forth Himself — through this Mission as Ilia 
instrument, if lie will — many more labourers into this 
harvest field. 

The MissioQ does not um wmply at securing a large 
nambor of baptisms; but rathei- at wide and faithful 
witoenB to the nuiny, and at the leading of individval 
souls, with whom Qod's Spirit is at work, to a aaving 
knowledge of the truth aa it is in Christ Jesus, result- 
ing in change of heart and life, as the product of 
regeneration by the Holy Spirit , 

Qod has given us in aii»wt.-r to prayer a oonnoiated 
band of men and women both at home and abroad ', and 
in napooae to our humble dc-oire to please Him in all 
UuDgs, and dependent but confident cry to Him for the 
money necoasory to carry on and extend the work. He 
is pleased to move His servants in many places to 
consecrate their substance, spontaneously and without 
appeal from us, to His work in this ^Ussion. 

Our needs in respect of the maintenance of the work 
under present conditions amount to about £13,000 a 
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year: or nearly £40 a day, excladiog Sundays. Our 
loving Father, knowing oar abhorrence of debt, based 
upon His own Word (Prov. xxii. 7 ; Rom. xiii. 8), has 
grncioittOy preserved us therefrom, from the beginning 
down to the present time. And for the future we cast 
ourselves coofideDtty upon Him, earnestly desiring to bA 
kept daily cleansed in motive and act, so that we may 
never, by His grace, forfeit His smile of approval 

I follow my lat« beloved father's mode as regards tbe 
supply of my owu personal and family needs. Giving 
all my time and strength to Uie direction of iliis work, 
i take no salary from the Mission funds, but appropriate 
to "personal use" such gifts as are so drjinitdy 
specified ; counting it a privilege to hand back to the 
Lord's work, or His needy children, everything over and 
above my actual needs, so that there may be no tempta- 
tion to lay up for mo or mine, treasure upon earth, but 
rath^" to let both treasure and heart's affections be ia 
things above. 

This is the solemn boqueathment from the man of 
God, Jolin Wilkinson — to carry on the work of Ood to 
which he set Ilia hand in founding and forming: but, 
still more, it is a solemn cntrustment from Uim Whose 
we are and Whom we serve ; tbe Commission applies to 
ua with the same oompnlaion of love as it did to the 
departed one, who fulfilled his share, but who could not 
fulfil OUfS. 

Brethren, pray for ua, that in the little while that 
remains we may redeem tbe time, buy up every oppor- 
tunity, being supplied by Divine grace with all the 
necessary ability and sanity of mind and body, stability 
of purpose, boldneaa, humility, love, seal, and fidelity, 
to do the whole will of God in r«apect of witnen to 
Israel, that we may " save some of them " ; ** for if tbo 
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twrtJTif: AVKy of them be thfl recoDciliog o£ thts worid, 
what ehftU the receiring ot them be, but life from the 
dendt" 

Tho Uildrafty MtwioD to the Jews is not the only 
institation for the miuistry of the Ooepel to the Jews; 
there are many aimilor organizatioDs. which we hold 
in hijjh oKt«om for thtir worke' sake, and tor which 
we both praise and pray: may the bond of love be 
strengthenad between db all, and may we in hamility 
serve one uuthar. "Knowledge pufieih op; bat love 
boildeth up." 

Beloved frienda. readers (rf these linea, who own 
allegiance to the ever-Ueesed Son of Ood,throagfa whom 
alone we have peace witli, and aeceas to, Ood the Father, 
and whose dear Face, with its Jewish featores, wo shall 
soon reaUy behold ; once marred for oar sakcs. then 
clothed iu the glory in which we, by grace, shall share : 
faava we done alt we can do to diwiurge our tnnteeship 
in respect of Hin brethren of Israeli We owe them 
the debt of gratitude for all they have brooght us 
instrumeatally of spiritoa) truth and blessing; ws owe 
them the debt of reparation for all they have suSend 
and are still sulfering at the liands of those who profess 
and coll themselves Christians; but, above all, beloved 
friends, we owe Him obedience, grateful and full, in 
bearing His witness to Jerusalem. Judiea, Samaria, and 
unto Uic uttermost parts of the earth. "Go, tell ^fy 
brethrtn" — let the words come to us as from nimaelf: 
"Be not abaid: go tell My bnthrtn," Let aa do it; 
forwarding the message by every means He has pnt 
within our powerK, for tho coming day of manifeiitation 
is reality, uot dr«am: and what has been dene and nob 
neglected, will call forth the words from Ilim — from 
Hjh: 'laasmuch as ye have doru it onto one of the 
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least of these, J/y breUirevt, ye ba%'e done it unto 
Mc." 

The perroanent centre of the work of the Mildnuj 
Mission to the Jews is at the Ceotral Hall, Philpot 
Street, Commercial Road, London, E. All gifts of moQoy 
to sustain or extend the work at home and abroad 
should be kindly forwarded to Mr. Samuel Hinds 
Wilkinflon at this address; and gifts of clothing, new 
or secoikd-han<], for the poor, be addressed to I>r. Dixon 
(if designed for use in the Medical Mission) or to Miss 
Hammond (if for use among tlie many poor with whom 
the general missionary work brings the workers in con- 
tact). " Every man according as he purposeth in his 
heart, SO let him give ; not grudgingly nor of necesaily : 
for Uod lovetb » cheerful giver." 

DtCfmhtT, 1924, 

P.S. — The above paragraph was written eumo Bixteea 
years ago and requires a few emendations to bring it up 
to date. It should read now as follows: — 

All gifts of money to sustain or extend the work at 
home and abroad should be kindly torwarded lo the Itev. 
Samuel Hinds Wilkinson, " Shalom," Brentwood, Essex, 
and RiItA of clotbiuR, new or seoondhand. for the poor, 
should be addroflsed to the Medical Superiul«ndent, 
Central Hall, Philpot Street, E. 1 (if dotugned for u«e in 
tbe Uedical Miitfion), or to the Huperintendent of the 
Clothing Itoom, Central Kail, Philpot Street, E. 1 (if 
tor use among the many poor with whom the general 
missionary work brings the workers in contact). 

W. L. B. McC. 
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